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The City of Austin 
 

LOCATION 

Austin, incorporated in 1856 and the seat of Mower County, is located in southeastern 

Minnesota, along Interstate Highway 90, approximately 100 miles south of Minneapolis and St. 

Paul.  Austin has a 2010 population of 24,718, an increase of 1,400 from the 2000 census.  It sits 

in the heart of one of the most productive agricultural areas in the country.  The City has a 

growing tax base and employment opportunities. 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Public School System: 

Austin Public Schools provides a world-

class education to a diverse population of 

more than 4,700 students.  A comprehensive 

pre-kindergarten – 12th grade system 

delivers outcome-based programming 

aligned to state standards, as well as 

specialized programming to meet the needs 

of individual learners.  Community 

Education provides programming to 

students outside of the Pre-K – 12 system. 

 

Specialized programming includes an all-day, every-day kindergarten center serving all 

kindergarten students; gifted and talented instruction; alternative learning center; special 

education; an elementary school on an alternative 45/15 calendar; advanced placement and 

college opportunities in the high school; and a brand new science, technology, engineering, art 

and math (STEAM) school for all 5th and 6th grade students. Adult programming in English 

Language Learning and transition to college provide added opportunities. An annual Gifted and 

Talented Symposium brings world-class presenters and attendees to the community in June.  

 

A growing student population, stable financials and strong community partnerships allow the 

district to continue to provide high-quality programming.  A state-recognized fine arts program, 

highly-qualified teaching staff, state-of-the-art teaching tools, strong academic rigor and a wide 

variety of academic and extracurricular activities make Austin Public Schools a leader in 

education in the state of Minnesota.   

 

Parochial School System: 

Pacelli Catholic Schools offers education for Preschool – 12th grade students as well as an all 

day, every day child care option for children ages 3 and older.  Their mission is to inspire 

children to develop spiritually, morally and intellectually; current enrollment of 275 students. 

 

  

IJ Holton Intermediate School 
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Pacelli’s Shamrock Zone Child Care – Shamrock Zone is a drop-in, all day, every day child care 

program that is open to the public for children ages 3 and up.  The curriculum is based on 

discovery, guided exploration and play.   

 

Pacelli Preschool for children ages 3 – 5 is Christian environment in which children can 

experience all of the facets of preschool, such as reading and math readiness, science, health, and 

socialization skills.  In addition, students have music, library and computer time.  Students are 

provided daily technology enrichment using iPads and SmartBoards in the classrooms. 

  

Pacelli Elementary, Middle & High School, Grades K-5 and Grades 6-12 – Students in grades 

kindergarten through 5th grade have classes in music, phy-ed, computers, religion, science, math, 

reading, and science.  The Junior and Senior High School offers full academic and 

extracurricular programs.  Pacelli has a highly successful music department with various select 

choirs as well as student council, yearbook staff, post-secondary college classes, drama, and 

numerous athletic opportunities.  They offer a new 1:1 iPad program for all Middle School 

students and a 1:1 laptop program in the high school as well as SmartBoards in every classroom 

and state-of-the art auditorium. 

 

 Community College:  

Riverland Community College, a member of 

Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 

(MnSCU) serves more than 10,000 students 

annually through its campuses in Albert Lea, 

Austin and Owatonna. Each campus location 

provides both the advantages of a large 

community and the charm of a small-town 

environment. Riverland offers students more 

than 50 career programs through a wide range of credit-based educational opportunities, as well 

as non-credit courses in liberal arts and sciences, farm business management, nursing, human 

services, business, computer technology, law enforcement and other popular programs.  

 

In addition, Riverland Training and Development, a division of Riverland Community College, 

strengthens business, industry and public safety organizations through consultation, program 

development and customized training solutions. Annually, Riverland Training and Development 

works with more than 450 companies and organizations across the region and online, serving 

more than 5,700 workers. 

 

Riverland’s online courses and support services have allowed students across the globe with 

access to Riverland courses since 1999.  More than 350 Riverland courses are offered either 

entirely or partially online. Numerous certificates, diplomas and degrees can be completed 

entirely online in the program areas of accounting, business, computer technology, supervisory 

management, and liberal arts and sciences. Currently, more than 2,500 Riverland students are 

receiving education online. 

 

To learn more about Riverland, visit www.riverland.edu  or www.mnscu.edu for information 

about the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System. 

http://www.riverland.edu/
http://www.mnscu.edu/
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HEALTH CARE 

Started in 1992, Mayo Clinic Health System is a family of clinics, hospitals and health care 

facilities serving over 70 communities in Iowa, Georgia, Wisconsin and Minnesota. As part of 

Mayo Clinic, a leading caregiver with 150 years of patient care, research and medical education 

expertise, the Mayo Clinic Health System offers a full spectrum of health care options, ranging 

from primary to highly specialized care. Mayo is recognized as one of the most successful 

regional health care systems in the United States. 

Mayo Clinic Health System...  

 provides access to Mayo Clinic care  

 serves more than half a million patients a year  

 has over 1,000 providers to choose from  

 

Mayo Clinic Health System – Albert Lea and Austin is a comprehensive medical facility offering 

a full range of outpatient (clinic) and inpatient (hospital) services at campuses in Albert Lea, 

Austin and other local smaller communities.  Using advanced imaging and diagnostic services, 

the medical center emphasizes primary and secondary care along with a broad range of specialty 

services.  Mayo Clinic Health System in Albert Lea and Austin has a dedicated and collegial 

team of approximately 150 primary and secondary care providers and almost 2,000 staff 

members whose dedication, expertise and community involvement ensure that residents in the 

communities have access to the highest quality health care services available.  

 

 

INDUSTRY  
Austin builds on its rich agricultural heritage as a retail and manufacturing center.  The quest for 

quality industrial ventures reaffirms the principle on which Austin’s economic security was 

founded.  Hormel Foods Corporation, headquartered in Austin, is the only Fortune 500 Company 

in Minnesota located outside the Twin Cities metropolitan area.  Hormel Foods’ corporate offices, 

research and development department, flagship processing plant and Spam® Museum are all 

headquartered in Austin.  The company has added 200 jobs at the headquarters since 2005. 

        

Austin is the home of the Hormel Institute, a world-

renowned cancer research center that is part of the 

University of Minnesota and research partners with 

Mayo Clinic. The Institute is an emerging world leader 

in chemo-preventive cancer research and is known for 

its work in non-toxic natural compounds found in 

foods that have a cancer preventive quality.  Past 

significant discoveries include omega 3 and omega 6, 

and groundbreaking research in the study of green teas 

and the obesity/cancer connection. The Hormel 

Institute completed a $23.4-million expansion project 

in 2008 that tripled its size, added 20 state-of-the-art 

cancer research labs and allowed The Hormel Institute to double the number of faculty and staff 

jobs.  Yet another major expansion was completed in 2015.  This expansion lead The Hormel 

Institute to add 20 more cancer research labs and vitally important research support space, with 

the plan to hire an additional 120 faculty and staff over the next few years. 

http://www.mayoclinic.org/
http://mayoclinichealthsystem.org/find-medical-staff
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The Hormel Institute is home to the International Center of Research Technology (ICRT).  This 

center provides the world’s most cutting-edge instruments and technologies to Hormel Institute 

scientists, ensuring medical research progress can be made as quickly as possible. As part of the 

ICRT, The Hormel Institute was first in Minnesota – and one of the few research institutes in the 

world – to provide their scientists with their own IBM Blue Gene/L and supercomputer 

technology.   For further information about The Hormel Institute, visit their website, 

www.hi.umn.edu.       

 

Large to small, the strength of the business climate is evident in the approximately 400 Chamber 

of Commerce business members. 

 
QUALITY OF LIFE 

The Austin Area Commission for the Arts is an umbrella organization that oversees the Historic 

Paramount Theatre, the Austin ArtWorks Festival and the Austin ArtWorks Center.  The Austin 

ArtWorks Festival is a city-wide event at the end of August that celebrates the visual, 

performing, media, and literary arts created and cultivated in our area.  It attracts thousands of 

visitors. The Austin ArtWorks Center is a space for visual artists to learn, create, and display.  

 

The Historic Paramount Theatre is a 622-seat, fully restored to 

period, atmospheric-style movie theatre built in 1929 and owned 

by the Austin Area Commission for the Arts. Today, it is a venue 

for touring performing artists and home to several local performing 

arts groups.  

 

Austin Country Club is a beautiful 18-hole golf course with a full-

service clubhouse offering fine dining year around.  In addition, 

there are nine privately-owned courses for public play within 

twenty miles of Austin. 

 

For the sports enthusiast, Austin is home to two amateur league 

baseball teams, the Blue Sox and the Greyhounds.  Winter months, 

the community supports our very own Austin Bruins, a junior 

hockey team in the NAHL. 

  

There are twenty-eight beautifully-maintained parks and approximately 15 miles of pedestrian 

and biking trails throughout the city.  In these parks, you will find an array of activities in which 

to participate or simply quiet space for your leisure.  The park system includes two baseball and 

softball complexes and a large outdoor swimming pool, entertaining many guests through the 

summer season, and two indoor arenas for winter activities.  Austin has been awarded the Tree 

City USA designation for over 35 years.  Austin residents value the display of over 200 

gorgeous, overflowing hanging flower baskets and planters that line the downtown city streets. 

 

The J.C. Hormel Nature Center, established in 1971, features an interpretive center and nine 

miles of trails amongst the 507-acre setting of prairie, hardwood forest, wetlands and meandering 

streams.  There are also groomed ski trails for cross-country skiers and snowshoeing activities 

for the cold-weather nature lovers, along with paved walking trails for the warmer season.  The 

http://www.hi.umn.edu/
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Nature Center offers many programs and learning opportunities for all ages.  With community 

support, the Friends of the Nature Center group is in the final stages of a 6.8 million dollar visitor 

center expansion. 

Built in 1996 and overlooking the Mill pond, the Austin 

Public Library is a fine example of modern Prairie School 

style of architecture. Views from the windows show the 

flood protection berms built into the park areas, prairie 

restoration projects and the Hormel plant. There are many 

beautiful sculptures and art displayed inside and outside 

including the granite artwork set in the floor near the 

reference desk. The rare Heritage Edition of The Saint 

John’s Bible on display is a fine art reproduction of the 

famous handwritten illuminated Bible, commissioned by 

Saint John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota. 

A brand new SPAM® Museum which houses 4,752 cans of SPAM from all over the world 

opened in its new location in the heart of Austin’s downtown on April 22, 2016 and has already 

had over 100,000 visitors. The gift shop sells more than 275 different SPAM items to ardent fans 

of the canned meat product. The 14,000 square-foot facility features sophisticated exhibits and 

displays pertaining to the history of Hormel Foods. State-of-the-art video screens and kiosks are 

located throughout the museum.   

 

There is an abundance of community pride in Austin’s many annual festivals and gatherings, 

which include Paint the Town Pink, Taste of Nations, Freedom Fest, Mower County Fair, 

National Barrow Show and Christmas in the City, just to name a few. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT  
The Austin Main Street Project 

revitalized Austin’s downtown while 

preserving its uniqueness.  The project’s 

goal was to create a vibrant, engaging 

downtown district full of thriving 

businesses.  The project which started 

2005, helped renovate 42 downtown 

storefronts and spurred more than $3.5 

million in private investments into the 

downtown business district. 

 

Vision 2020 is an on-going community 

improvement movement.  Launched in    

2011 and lead by a cross-sector steering 

committee, Vision 2020 intends to 

complete a variety of community 

projects, by the year 2020.  Over 300 

Austin Public Library 

The Bank building – built in 1887, restored in 

2007 – home of the ArtWorks Center 
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volunteers have given their time to power the projects which range from economic development 

to improving waterways to developing a community recreation center.  The movement creates 

partnerships with government, education, business and non-profit organizations in Austin.  Visit 

their site at www.vision2020austin.com. 

 

The Austin Housing and Redevelopment Authority was created in 1969 by the City of 

Austin.   The HRA owns and operates 361 units of public housing, 159 units of market-rate 

housing, 177 Section 8 Vouchers of rental assistance, four units of transitional housing and 

numerous redevelopment activities.    The Board currently consists of seven commissioners 

appointed by the Mayor & City Council.   The HRA’s mission is to ensure safe, decent and 

affordable housing opportunities, and to provide and coordinate development options as an 

integral part of the community.  

 

 

The Organization and City Services  
 

The City of Austin is governed by a Home Rule Charter adopted in 1903 and recently updated in 

2010.  Elected officers are the Mayor and seven City Council members, two from each of three 

wards and one at-Large.  The Park & Recreation Department is governed by a seven member 

board and the Library is governed by a nine member board.  The park and recreation board 

includes a representative from the City Council and School Board along with five citizens 

appointed by the Mayor.  The library board includes a representative from the City Council and a 

Mower County commissioner along with seven appointed citizens. 

  

The city employs 162 regular full-time and part-time employees (including 26 paid on-call 

firefighters). 

 

Protective services are provided by a full-time police force of 34, and fire protection by a force 

of 10 full-time and 26 paid on-call personnel.  The Police Department operates from the 

combined County/City Law Enforcement Center, which was completely updated in 2013.  The 

Fire Department operates from a station built in 1980.  The city has a Class 3 fire rating. 

 

The city provides wastewater conveyance and treatment consisting of 120 miles of sanitary 

sewer and two wastewater treatment facilities.  The industrial wastewater treatment plant 

services Hormel Foods Corporation and Quality Pork Processors, and the domestic wastewater 

plant services the remainder of the city.  The wastewater treatment facilities were originally 

constructed in 1938.  The facility requires ongoing projects to maintain operations and keep up 

with discharge regulations.  User fees and industrial customer fees fund all capital and operating 

costs at the facility. 

 

The city maintains 55 miles of storm sewer system piping, thousands of inlet structures and 

multiple detention ponds.  The Council has established a storm water utility fee to fund operation 

and maintenance of the storm sewer system. 

 

Austin Utilities is managed under a general manager who reports to the elected Utilities 

Commission.  The Austin Utilities Commission is a community-owned electric, water and 

http://www.vision2020austin.com/
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natural gas supplier serving 12,317 electric, 10,328 natural gas and 9,013 water customers. The 

Utility has a staff of 85 full-time employees. 

 

The city recently completed a $15 million upgrade to the Austin Municipal Airport.  The work 

focused around a 1,000-foot extension to the runway, creating a final length of 5,800 feet.  This 

project was facilitated to expand corporate business travel and enhance public safety for air traffic. 

 

The community is in the midst of a $28 million flood mitigation program, which focuses on 

property acquisition and structural mitigation.  The city is currently under contract for a $14-

million project on North Main Street, designed to protect commercial property with berm and 

flood wall construction.  These projects are funded through a one-half percent local option sales 

tax that was passed in 2007 and designated for flood mitigation.   

 

The Port Authority is a seven-person board appointed by the Mayor/Council and includes two 

council members that oversee economic and industrial development and redevelopment within 

the city.  Additionally, the Port Authority works in conjunction with the City Administrator and 

the Development Corporation of Austin, a non-profit private and public-funded organization 

founded in 1987, that also focuses on economic development activities in the community. 


