
§ 6.34, Subd. 2 (A) is revised as follows: 

COMPLIANCE CHECKS. The system the city uses to investigate and ensure that those authorized to sell 

licensed products are following and complying with the requirements of this section. Compliance checks 

conducted under this section must involve persons at least 17 years of age, but under the age of 21, 

who, with the prior written consent of a parent or guardian if the person is under the age of 18, attempt 

to purchase tobacco, tobacco-related devices, electronic delivery devices, or nicotine or lobelia delivery 

products under the direct supervision of a law enforcement officer or an employee of the licensing 

authority. The age requirements for persons participating in compliance checks under this section shall 

not affect the age requirements in federal law for persons participating in federally required compliance 

checks of these locations. 

§ 6.34, Subd. 10 is revised as follows: 

Compliance checks and inspections.  All licensed premises shall be open to inspection by the city police 

or other authorized city official during regular business hours. From time to time, but at least once per 

year, the city shall conduct compliance checks. In accordance with state law, the city will conduct at 

least one compliance check that involves the participation of a person between the ages of 17-20 to 

enter the licensed premises to attempt to purchase licensed products. Prior written consent from a 

parent or guardian is required for any person under the age of 18 to participate in a compliance check.  

Persons used for the purpose of compliance checks will be supervised by law enforcement or other 

designated personnel. 

§ 6.34, Subd. 11 is revised as follows:  

A. Illegal sales  It shall be a violation of this section for any person to sell or otherwise provide 

any licensed product to any person who is under the age of 21. 

 

B. Illegal procurement.  It shall be a violation of this section for any person to purchase or 

otherwise obtain those items on behalf of a person under age 21. It shall further be a 

violation for any person to coerce or attempt to coerce a person under the age of 21 to 

illegally purchase or otherwise obtain or use any licensed product. This division D. shall not 

apply to minors lawfully involved in a compliance check. 

 

C. Use of false identification.  A person under the age of 21 years who purchases or attempts 

to purchase tobacco, tobacco-related devices, or electronic delivery devices and who uses a 

driver’s license, permit, Minnesota identification card, or any type of false identification to 

misrepresent the person’s age, shall only be subject to an alternative civil penalty, in 

accordance with subd 13.B.3.. 

§ 6.34, Subd. 13 (B) is revised as follows: 

Administrative penalties.   

1. Licensees:  If a licensee or employee of a licensee sells, gives, or otherwise furnishes tobacco, 

tobacco-related devices, electronic delivery devices, or nicotine or lobelia delivery products to 

a person under the age of 21 years, or violates any other provision of this section, the licensee 

shall be charged an administrative penalty of $300 for the first violation. An administrative 



penalty of $600 must be imposed for a second violation at the same location within 36 months 

after the initial violation. For a third or any subsequent violation at the same location within 36 

months after the initial violation, an administrative penalty of $1,000 must be imposed, and the 

licensee's authority to sell tobacco, tobacco-related devices, electronic delivery devices, or 

nicotine or lobelia delivery products at that location must be suspended for not less than seven 

days and may be revoked. No suspension, revocation, or other penalty may take effect until the 

licensee has received notice, served personally or by mail, of the alleged violation and an 

opportunity for a hearing before a person authorized by the licensing authority to conduct the 

hearing. A decision that a violation has occurred must be in writing. 

 

2. Other individuals.  An individual who sells, gives, or otherwise furnishes tobacco, tobacco-

related devices, electronic delivery devices, or nicotine or lobelia delivery products to a person 

under the age of 21 years may be charged an administrative penalty of $50. No penalty may be 

imposed until the individual has received notice, served personally or by mail, of the alleged 

violation and an opportunity for a hearing before a person authorized by the licensing authority 

to conduct the hearing. A decision that a violation has occurred must be in writing. 

 

3. Alternative penalties for subd. 11.C.  Law enforcement and court system representatives shall 

consult, as applicable, with interested persons, including but not limited to parents, guardians, 

educators, and persons under the age of 21 years, to develop alternative civil penalties for 

persons under the age of 21 years who violate this section. Consulting participants shall 

consider a variety of alternative civil penalties including but not limited to tobacco-free 

education programs, community service, court diversion programs, and tobacco cessation 

programs, and for persons under the age of 18 years, notice to schools and to parents or 

guardians. Alternative civil penalties developed under this subdivision shall not include fines or 

monetary penalties. 

 

4. Misdemeanor.  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the city from seeking prosecution as a 

misdemeanor for any violation of this section. 

 

5. Statutory penalties. If the administrative penalties authorized to be imposed by M.S. § 461.12, 

as it may be amended from time to time, differ from those established in this section, then the 

statutory penalties shall prevail. 


