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www.ci.austin.mn.us. 
 
 

CONTENTS INDEX 
Page 3 Adaptive Aquatic Lessons 
Page 8 Archery Youth Lessons & League 
Page 8 Art in the Summer 
Page 5 Austin Fast Pitch Softball 
Page 5 Austin Youth Baseball 
Page 2 Basketball Outdoor Court Locations 
Page 5 Basketball, 2

nd
– 5

th
 Grade 

Page 4 Bowling, Youth  
Page 7 Canoe Trips 
Page 8 Community Garden Plots 
Page 2 Disc Golf  
Pages 3 & 8 Doggy Dip 
Page 8 Equipment Rental 
Page 1 General Info & Mission Statement 
Page 4 Golf Lessons, Youth 
Page 6 Horseshoe League, Adult 
Page 4 Juggling 
Page 6 Kickball, Adult Co-Ed 
Page 8 Kickball, Youth U12, U15 & U18 Co-Rec  
Page 3 Municipal Pool 
Pages 7 - 8 Nature Center Activities 
Page 2 Park Information & Locations 
Page 3 Pool Activities, Adult 
Page 6 Rental Facilities 
Page 3 Swim Lesson Schedule & Descriptions 
Page 3 Swim Club 
Page 2 Sand Volleyball Court Locations 
Page 6 Softball, Adult 
Page 5 Softball, Youth 
Page 5 Softball Youth Camp 
Page 4 Soccer, Youth 
Page 5 Soccer, Fall Outdoor Youth Day Camp 
Page 5 Soccer, Winter 2

nd
– 5

th
 Grade Indoor 

Page 8 Solafide Observatory 
Page 6 Special Events 
Page 6 Square Bag Round Hole League, Adult 
Page 8 Square Bag Round Hole, Youth U15 & U18 
Page 1 Staff & Board Members 
Page 4 T-Ball, Youth 
Page 4 Tennis, Youth 
Pages 1, 2 & 4 Tobacco Policy 
Page 4 Track 
Pages 4 & 6 Track Meets, Gene Roden Memorial 
Page 6 Volleyball, Adult 
Page 5 Volleyball Youth Camp 
Page 8 Volleyball Summer Leagues, Girls U15 & U18 
Page 2 Youth Activity Center (YAC) 
Page 2 Youth Associations Directory 
Page 2 Walking Paths and Bike Trails 
 

Check out the Austin Area Community Calendar at www.ci.austin.mn.us.  Organizations 
are encouraged to add their events into the calendar.  Please call the Park and Recreation 
Office for the entry password. 
 

MISSION  The Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department creates community through 
people, parks, and programs.  We strengthen community image and sense of place, 
support economic development, strength, safety and security, promote health and 
wellness, foster human development, increase cultural unity, protect environmental 
resources, facilitate community problem solving and provide recreational experiences. 

 

PAY OPTIONS  We accept MasterCard, Discover and Visa.  For any transaction $100 
and over, there is a 2% charge. 

 

NO REFUNDS  There will be no refunds issued with the exception of the Park and 
Recreation Department canceling a program or activity due to insufficient registration. 

 

CANCELLATIONS  Listen to KAUS 99.9 FM, KAUS 1480 AM, or call 507-433-1881 for a 
recorded message regarding cancellations. 

 

IMPORTANT  A holiday break will be observed from July 1 – 7 and programs will not meet 
during these days.   They will resume as normal on July 8. 

 

REVERSIBLE TANKS  Purchasing a reversible tank is strongly recommended for soccer.  
We have all sizes in stock and the cost is $12. 

 
Austin Park and Recreation Department expects our coaches and supervisors to 

exemplify the highest moral and ethical behavior for participants and fans to follow.  
Please contact our office if you observe behavior contrary to this statement. 

Our goal is to provide each participant with a positive learning experience.  If your child 
has specialized needs, please let us know. 

The City of Austin has adopted a policy prohibiting the use of tobacco in all city facilities 
and at any playground/park location.  Please be considerate to others and abide by this 
policy. 
 

AUSTIN PARK & RECREATION DEPARTMENT STAFF 
Director of Parks, Recreation, Forestry and Arena Scheduling 

Kim Underwood 
kunderwo@ci.austin.mn.us 

 
Recreation Supervisor   Park Supervisor  Administrative Assistant 
Valerie L. Pitzen   Tom Graff  Valerie Halvorson 
vpitzen@ci.austin.mn.us     valh@ci.austin.mn.us 
 

Receptionist   Recreation Assistant 
Tricia Branden   Marie Ree 
tbranden@ci.austin.mn.us  mree@ci.austin.mn.us 

 
Naturalist   Nature Center Assistant 

  Larry Dolphin   Julie Champlin 
  jchnatur@smig.net  jchnature@smig.net 
 

PARK BOARD MEMBERS 
Jeff Austin Don Fox  Ward Halvorson Gretchen Ramlo 
Karen Sundal Darlene Thaisen Bob Wilson 
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PARK INFORMATION 
TOBACCO FREE POLICY – The City of Austin has adopted a policy prohibiting the use of tobacco in all city facilities and 
at any playground/park location.  Please be considerate to others and abide by this policy. 
 

PET RESTRICTIONS AND EXERCISE AREAS – Pets are not allowed in the following parks/center:  Todd, Marcusen, 
Morning Lions, Shirley Theel, Lafayette and Nature Center.  Pets are allowed in other parks with the following restrictions: 
1) Pets must be on a leash. 2) Owners must clean up after their own pet.  Areas established at the following locations may 
be used as pet exercise areas:  East of Marcusen Stadium and South of 9 Avenue SE; the area North of 12 Street NW on 
the North end of Northwest Park; the North end of Eastside Lake and South of 8 Avenue NE from the bridge West; and 
Whittier Park at 3 Avenue SE and 6 Street SE.  In these areas, pets may be off their leash, but must be controlled by their 
owner at all times.  OWNERS MUST CLEAN UP AFTER THEIR PET. 
 

KEG PERMITS – A permit is required for kegs in any Austin park and are available in the Park and Recreation office.  
There is a $10 fee and a two-week waiting period.  Cans are allowed without a permit.  NO glass. 
 

PARK RULES – Parks are closed from 10:30 pm to 7:00 am.  There is no camping, no driving, no parking on the grass, no 
glass, and no hitting golf balls allowed in the parks.  The speed limit is 15 miles per hour.  For your safety and the safety of 
others, please follow these rules.  Violations of this ordinance can carry up to a $700 fine. 
 

BANDSHELL – Interested groups can reserve the bandshell by filling out a request form at the Park & Recreation Office.  
Electricity is also available for a $25 charge.  
 

BURNING IN PARKS IS PROHIBITED – No open burning/fires are allowed in any park other than in grills for cooking.  To 
use the fire ring at Sutton Park you must obtain a permit at the Park and Recreation office. 
 

DISC GOLF – Intertwined through beautiful Todd Park, located at 11 Street and 21 Avenue NE is a 27 Hole Disc Golf 
Course.  South Driesner Park on Oakland Place SE is the location of an exciting 9 hole course.  Disc rental, course maps 
and scorecards for the 27 hole course are available at the Park & Recreation Office. 

NO GLASS OR TOBACCO IS ALLOWED IN ANY CITY PARKS!  

 

 
 

 

WALKING PATHS AND BIKE TRAILS 
Shirley Theel Memorial Park Path was provided by the 
Austin Zontas and is located in Southwest quadrant of 
the city.  The path is .5 miles in length. 
Mill Pond Path a bike/walking trail circles the beautiful 
Mill Pond is located on North Main Street and is .88 
miles in length. 
Todd Park Bike Trail is 2.4 miles in length and leaves 
from the Mill Pond Path; the trail then heads East along 
8

th 
Avenue NE and continues North on a shady pathway 

to Todd Park. 
Cedar River Bike Trail leaves from Mill Pond Path and 
following the scenic Cedar River, winding through 
Driesner Park and ending at the Bandshell Community 
Park/Skinner’s Hill and is 2.1 miles in length. 
East Side Lake Bike Trail advances off the Mill Pond 
Path and follows 8

th
 Avenue NE to East Side Lake.  The 

trail then continues around the lake and follows Oakland 
Avenue to Driesner Park where it connects to the Cedar 
River Trail. 
Wildwood Park Trail is 1.25 miles in length and proceeds 
from Todd Park following a scenic shaded trail behind 
the Hormel Corporate Office over Wolf Creek and ends 
at Wildwood Park.

 
 

SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT LOCATIONS 
Lions Park     8 Street & Oakland Place NE 
Todd Park by the Large Pavilion  11 Street & 21 Avenue NE 
Todd Park by South Complex  11 Street & 11 Avenue NE 
Horace Austin Park by the Municipal Pool North Main Street 

 
OUTDOOR BASKETBALL COURT LOCATIONS 

Riverside Arena Parking Lot  501 2 Avenue NE 
Rotary Centennial Park   South Main & 8 Avenue SE 
Sherman Park    14 Street & 6 Avenue NW 
South Grove Park    21 Avenue & 4 Drive SW 

 
 
YOUTH ACTIVITY CENTER (YAC) 

YAC located in Riverside Arena (enter through the 
NE doors) is open to participants in at least 5

th
 

grade.  YAC is a supervised area for tweens to get 
together and best of all…it is FREE!!  We are 
currently closed for the summer and will look 
forward to reopening on Monday, September 27.  
Come enjoy the fun!  There are many activities 
available including DANCE DANCE REVOLUTION, 
Wii, Guitar Hero, air hockey, 8 foot pool tables, high-

speed internet, PlayStation 2, Nintendo Cube and 64, and large screen TVs with 
surround sound.  There is also foosball, table tennis, dart boards, Square Bag Round 
Hole, board games, boxing, crafts, beads, sewing and an outdoor basketball hoop.    

OPEN AND SUPERVISED 
Monday – Friday 3:30 pm – 8 pm 

Saturday 3 pm – 9 pm 
Sunday Closed 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CITY PARKS 
BUSTAD    8 Street & 14 Avenue SW 
BANDSHELL COMMUNITY  4 Street & 9 Place  SW 
CRANE     8 Street & 16 Avenue NE 
CULLEN     Between 10-12 St & 11 Ave SW 
DECKER    19 Street & 6 Avenue NE 
EARLY MORNING LIONS   Oakland Place NE 
EAST SIDE LAKE   8 Avenue & Oakland Place NE 
GALLOWAY    8 Street & 2 Avenue SW 
HONOR GUARD    8 Street NE 
HORACE AUSTIN   North Main 
KAUFMAN    8 Street & 11 Avenue SE 
LAFAYETTE    South Main St. & 8 Ave. SE 
LAFAYETTE-EAST   South Main St. & 7 Place SE 
J.C. HORMEL NATURE CENTER  1304 21 Street NE 
MURPHY’S CREEK   7 Street & 24 Avenue NW 
NORTH DRIESNER   8 Street & Oakland Place SE 
NORTHWEST    12 Street & 13 Avenue NW 
ORCHARD CREEK   16 Avenue SW 

 ROTARY CENTENNIAL   South Main & 8 Avenue SE 
SHERMAN    14 Street & 6 Avenue NW 
SHIRLEY THEEL MEMORIAL  400 25 Street SW 

 SOUTH DRIESNER   Oakland Place SE 
 SOUTH GROVE    21 Avenue & 4 Drive SW 
 STERLING    17 Street & 5 Avenue SW 
 SUTTON    12 Street & Oakland Pl. SE 

TODD     11 Street & 21 Avenue NE 
WHITTIER    7 Street & 3 Avenue SE 
WILDWOOD    10 Street & 16 Avenue NE 
WORLEIN    606 1 Drive NW 

 

 
AUSTIN YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS DIRECTORY 

 

Austin Youth Baseball 
Roger Kvam  507-433-1649 
Bob Wilson  507-433-2634 

 

Austin Youth Basketball 
www.austinyouthbasketball.org 

Eric Tupy  507-279-4045 
Elaine Hansen  507-440-6504 

 

Austin Youth Football 
Dan Ball   507-433-6724 
Mike Pratt  507-438-4027 

 

Austin Area Skaters Association 
Renee Anderson  507-433-3379 
 

 

Riverside Figure Skate Club 
www.riversidefigureskating.com 

Jill Hart   507-437-1023 
Cathy Leuer  507-567-2620 

 

 
Austin Swim Club 

Kristie Gulbrandson 507-437-1043 
Cindy Bowe  507-437-6505 

 

Firearms Safety Training 
Ken Schaub  507-433-5992 
Roger Todalen  507-437-8313 

 

Austin Fast Pitch 
 Jon Bednar  507-437-4111 

Brad Johnson  507-437-7807 
 

Austin Youth Wrestling 
Randy Smith  507-273-5470 
Jeremy Wilson  507-434-9473 
 
 
 
 

 

Austin Youth Soccer 
Becky Rasell  507-434-3396 
Judi Needham  507-437-8120 
 

Austin Area Volleyball Club 
Valerie Pitzen  507-433-1881 

 

Austin Youth Hockey 
www.austin.pucksystems2.com 

Mary Svoboda  507-438-1308 
 

Cedar River Archery Club 
Walt Wollenburg  507-567-2225 
John Akkerman  507-437-3513 

 

Spamtown Sno Drifters Snowmobile Club 
Steve Clark  507-440-1615 

 

Homeschool 
Cindy Stevens  507-434-3691 

 

 



 

MUNICIPAL POOL 
 

THE POOL WILL OPEN SATURDAY, JUNE 12 AT 1 PM! 
 

Pool Hours 
Monday thru Friday 1-5:30 pm 
Friday evenings  7-9 pm 
Saturday and Sunday 1-6:45 pm 

 
Watch for the ñOPENò flag near the diving well that 
indicates the pool is open! 

 

 
POOL TAGS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE FOLLOWING DATES AND LOCATIONS: 

April 1 at the Park & Recreation Office and June 12 at the Municipal Pool 
Pool tags will be available at both locations through pool closing date.  Purchasing 
pool tags at the Park & Recreation Office will allow less time waiting in line to begin 

your exciting day of fun and swimming. 
 

Multiple discounted pool tag purchases are available for businesses offering 
Wellness Incentives to their employees.  Contact the Park & Recreation Office at 

507-433-1881 for details. 
 

 
TENTATIVE POOL CLOSING DATE IS SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 

 
Everyone, including Tot Lot, must enter through the Main Entrance. 

 

SEASON TAG PRICES 
$25 FOR POOL AND TOT LOT 

Daily afternoon admission is $3 per person. 
Friday evening admission is $2 per person. 

Prices include waterslide usage. 

 
Closing Policy 

ü If there is lightning in the area the pool will be closed.  Pool staff will wait 
20 minutes after the last bolt of lightning to reopen. 

ü After the first hour and 45 minutes, if there are less than 25 patrons, the 
pool will close. 

ü The pool will not open, if the air temperature is 66 degrees or less. 
ü If we are experiencing inclement weather, the pool will not open. 

 
MUNICIPAL POOL FACTS 

¶ An adult must accompany children under 7 

¶ Swim diapers are required in the Tot Lot and Main Pool and can be purchased at 
the pool 

¶ The waterslide is 104 feet long with one S-curve and you must be 48 inches tall to 
use the slide 

¶ The Tot Pool is free for children 2 years and under 

¶ Do not bring valuables to the pool 

¶ No glass or metal containers are allowed in the swimming area 

¶ Lost and found items will be kept for one week, then disposed of  

¶ Pay Phone cost is $.25 

¶ The concession stand is open during pool hours 
 

RENT THE POOL FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
The Austin Municipal Pool is available to rent on Saturday thru Thursday starting at 7 pm.  
Lifeguards will be on staff and food brought in must stay within the fenced in area.   
Cost is as follows: $150/hour Main Pool, Slide, Diving Well and Tot Lot 

$135/hour Main Pool, Slide and Diving Well 
   $100/hour Main Pool and Slide 
 

For more information or to reserve your date, contact the Park & Recreation Office. 

 

Doggie Dip is August 15! 
 

ADULT POOL ACTIVITIES 
Adult Lap Swim  12-1 pm Monday – Friday 

 
Austin Swim Club 

SUMMER SWIM 2010 will assist in developing techniques and conditioning for 
participants in competitive swimming and diving.  Instruction takes place weekday 
mornings from 8-10 am starting June 14 – July 30 at the Austin Municipal Pool.  
Participants must be able to swim 50 meters, which is one length of the pool.  The fee is 
$50.  Registration will be taken at the Park & Recreation Office or before the first practice 
at the pool.  For more information, contact Kristie Gulbrandson at 507-437-1043. 
 

Make a Splash with your Library Card @ Austin Municipal Pool 
Bring your library card and swim for FREE at the Austin Municipal Pool open to all ages 
Sunday, July 11, 18 and 25 from 7-8:30 pm.  This event is sponsored by the Austin 
Public Library’s Summer Reading Program ―Make a Splash @ Your Library‖ and funded 
by the Walter Wienke Bequest. 
 

 
Swimming Lessons 

REGISTRATION FOR SWIM LESSONS Register early as the number of classes offered 
and the class sizes are limited.  There will be 4-two week sessions of lessons offered 
throughout the summer at the Municipal Pool.  Classes will be 30 minutes in length.  The 
American Red Cross governs all swimming classes.  See descriptions.  EACH TWO 
WEEK LESSON IS $25. 

2010 Swimming Lesson Schedule 
Session 1 June 14 – 25  Session 3 July 12 - 23 
Session 2 June 28 – July 9  Session 4 July 26 – August 6 

Morning Lessons 
 10:30-11:00 Preschool Level I Level II 
  Level III Level IV Level V 
 11:00-11:30 Infant/Toddler Preschool Level I 
  Level II Level III Level IV 
 11:30-12:00 Preschool Level I Level II 
  Level III Level IV Level V 

Evening Lessons 
 5:45-6:15 Infant/Toddler Preschool Level I 
  Level II Level III Level IV 
 6:15-6:45 Preschool Level I Level II 
  Level III Level IV Level V 

 

CLASSES OFFERED MAY CHANGE AS CLASSES FILL 
 

ADAPTIVE AQUATIC LESSONS are available based on an individual’s needs.  Physically 
challenged participants will be taught basic skills to strengthen arms and legs to their own 
capability as well as finding a new environment to explore. 

 

Swimming Lesson Descriptions 
The following American Red Cross courses will be offered at the Municipal Pool.  
Registration for swim lessons must be done in person prior to the start of the lesson at the 
Austin Park and Recreation Office.  Register early as the number of classes offered and 
the class sizes are limited.  All classes allow a maximum of six students.  Classes meet for 
30 minutes.  Listed below are the course descriptions to assist you when registering.  Our 
office retains a list of prior year enrollment to assist with correct placement in swimming 
classes. 

INFANT & PRESCHOOL AQUATIC PROGRAM 
Infant (6-18 months)  Parent/Guardians are in the water 
with infant.  
Toddler ( 18-36 months)  Parent/Guardians are in the 
water with toddler. 
Preschool (3-5 years)  It is optional for Parent/Guardians 
to be in the water with child. 

LEARN TO SWIM 
Level 1:  Introduction to Water Skills for ages 5 & up 
Purpose:  Helps students feel comfortable in the water.  Level 1 participants learn to:  
Enter and exit water safely; submerge mouth, nose and eyes; exhale underwater through 
mouth and nose; open eyes underwater, pick up submerged object; change direction 
while walking or paddling; roll over from front to back and back to front with support; 
explore floating on front and back with support; explore swimming on front and back using 
arm and leg actions with support; and use a life jacket 
Level 2:  Fundamental Aquatic Skills 
Prerequisites: Competency in Level 1 
Purpose:  Gives students success with fundamental skills.  Level 2 participants learn to:  
Enter water by stepping or jumping from the side; exit water safely using ladder or side; 
submerge entire head; blow bubbles submerging head in a rhythmic pattern (bobbing); 
open eyes underwater, pick up a submerged object in shallow water; float on front and 
back; perform front and back glide; change direction of travel paddling on front or back; 
roll over from front to back, back to front; tread water using arm and leg motions (chest-
deep water); swim on front, back, and side using combined arm and leg actions; move in 
the water while wearing a life jacket  
Level 3:  Stroke Development 
Prerequisites:  Competency in Level 2 
Purpose:  Builds on the skills in Level 2 through additional guided practice. Level 3 
participants learn to:  Jump into deep water from the side;  dive from kneeling or standing 
position;  submerge and retrieve an object in chest deep water; bob with the head fully 
submerged; rotary breathing in horizontal position; perform front and back glide using two 
different kicks; float on front and back in deep water; change from horizontal to vertical 
position on front and back; tread water using hand and leg movements; perform front and 
back crawl; butterfly—kick and body motion; perform the HELP and Huddle position 
Level 4:  Stroke Improvement 
Prerequisites:  Competency in Level 3 
Purpose:  Develops confidence in the skills learned and improves other aquatic skills. 
Level 4 participants learn to:  Perform a dive from a standing or stride position; swim 
underwater; perform feet-first surface dive; perform open turns on front and back; tread 
water using sculling arm motions and with different kicks; perform the following:  Front and 
back crawl; breaststroke; butterfly; elementary backstroke; swim on side using scissors-
like kick; perform compact jump into water from a height while wearing a life jacket 
Level 5:  Stroke Refinement 
Prerequisites:  Competency in Level 4 
Purpose:  Provides further coordination and refinement of strokes.  Level 5 participants 
learn to:  Perform the following:  standing dive; shallow dive, glide two body lengths and 
begin any front stroke; tuck surface dive; pike surface dive; front flip turn; backstroke flip 
turn; front and back crawl; butterfly; breaststroke; elementary backstroke; sidestroke; tread 
water with two different kicks; learn survival swimming 

 

 



YOUTH SPORTS 
 

Bowling Lessons 
Join the fun or learn a new skill with your friends at Echo 
Lanes!  Bowling will be held one day a week for 6 weeks!  
The cost includes three games of bowling, shoes, 
lightweight bowling balls, and bumpers (for kids under 10).  
All participants will be enrolled into the Echo Lane’s 
Birthday Club.  Y.A.B.A. certified coaches will be  
available.  A minimum of 6 students will be needed to hold 
a class.  Participants must be 5 years old by June 9, 2010.  
REMEMBER IT NEVER RAINS AT ECHO LANES! 
Dates: Wednesdays, June 9 – July 21 

(No class July 7) 
Time: 1:00 pm 
Cost: $26 per person 

 
Golf Lessons 

Golf instruction will include basic fundamentals and golf 
etiquette for ages 6 and up.  Classes will be held at 
Packer Arena.  Clubs for 6 – 9 year olds will be provided.  
Students age 10 and over must supply their own clubs.  
The recommended clubs are:  1 or 3 wood, 3, 7, and 9 
irons, and a putter.  Class size is very limited.  On the last 
day of class, participants will meet at the Holiday Park Golf 
Course and play 9 holes of golf.  The cost per student is 
$32 and covers range balls at each class and green fee 
for 9 holes. 

Ages 10 & over 
Days & Dates  Times 
Monday & Wednesday 
June 7–July 14  9-9:50 am  

 

Holiday Park Golf Course 
July 19   9 am or 1 pm 

 
Tuesday & Thursday 
June 8–July 15  8-8:50 am 

 

Holiday Park Golf Course 
July 20   9 am or 1 pm 
 

Ages 6 ï 9 
Days & Dates  Times 
Monday & Wednesday 
June 7–July 14  10-10:50 am or 11-11:50 am 

 

Holiday Park Golf Course   
July 19   9 am or 1 pm 
 

Tuesday & Thursday 
June 8-July 15  9-9:50 am or 10-10:50 am or 

11-11:50 
 

Holiday Park Golf Course 
July 20   9 am or 1 pm 
 

Soccer 
Soccer will be offered June 8 – July 25 at the Todd Park 
Soccer Complex.  Practices will be Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings and games will be held on Sunday evenings.  
Cost is $18 and reversible tanks are strongly 
recommended at a cost of $12. 
5 & 6 Year Olds  7, 8, & 9 Year Olds 
Practice Time: 10 am Practice Time: 9 am 
Game Time: 6 pm Game Time: 7 pm 
 

Track 
Track will be held Monday and Thursday evenings at 
Wescott Athletic Field and is open to ages 5 to adult.  This 
program involves coaching in track events and practice for 
track meets.  Tennis shoes must be worn, no spikes are 
allowed. 
Dates: June 7–July 15 
Time: 6:30-7:30 pm 
Cost:  $12 per person 
 

Gene Roden Memorial Track Meets 
The Austin Noon Kiwanis will be sponsoring two Gene 
Roden Memorial Track Meets for anyone age 3 and up at 
the Wescott Athletic Field Track.  Field events begin 
promptly at 6:15 pm and running events begin at 6:30 pm.  
Both meets are free of charge and all participants will 
receive ribbons.  Bring your family and friends for an 
evening of fun on June 15 and July 15! 

 
Juggling 

Learn the basics of juggling in two quick nights.  These sessions are for ages 7 and up and will meet at the Packer Arena 
from 6-6:50 pm on Monday, July 12 and 19.  Cost is $10. 
 

Instructional T-Ball 
T-Ball leagues are offered for boys and girls.  As players register they will be assigned to a team.  Please read the Major 
and Minor League descriptions below carefully to ensure your child is placed in the appropriate league.  Players will need 
to provide their own baseball/softball glove.  For some children this is their first exposure to team sports…and yes, it will 
look like chaos!  Our goal is to ensure your player is having fun as well as learning sportsmanship and teamwork. 

At the time of registration each player will receive a T-ball of their very own! 
Cost:   $12 per person 
Youth Caps:  $7 ―Awesome Athlete‖ 
Location:  North Todd Complex 
 

Players should sign up individually and will be assigned to their team. 
 

PLEASE NOTE GRADE AND AGE REQUIREMENTS. 
NO EXCEPTIONS! 

 

MAJOR LEAGUE T-BALL – children who have completed  kindergarten and/or 1
st
 grade will be playing together. 

Days    Dates   Times 
Tuesday & Thursday  June 8 – July 22  5:45, 6:35, & 7:25 pm 
       Game times will be rotating 

 

MINOR LEAGUE T-BALL – children who are five years of age as of September 1
st
 and have not completed kindergarten. 

Days    Dates   Times 
Tuesday & Thursday  June 8 – July 22  5:45, 6:35, & 7:25 pm 
       Game times will be rotating 

 

Game schedules will be distributed at your respective clinic.  Additional schedules are available at the office.  Game 
schedules will list the game time for each date.   Teams will play any one of the times listed above; game time will vary 
from game to game. 

CLINICS HELD AT NORTH TODD COMPLEX – Tuesday, June 8 
MINOR LEAGUE    MAJOR LEAGUE 

  Ostriches  5:30 pm  Eagles   7:00 pm 
Orioles   5:30 pm  Jaguars   7:00 pm 
Bulldogs   5:30 pm  Dolphins   7:00 pm 
Tigers   5:30 pm  Mastodons  7:00 pm 
Coyotes   6:15 pm  Sharks   7:45 pm 
Lizards   6:15 pm  Coots   7:45 pm 
Lions   6:15 pm  Cougars   7:45 pm 
Lemmings  6:15 pm  Wolves   7:45 pm 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR NAME ON YOUR GLOVE 
 

Tennis Lessons 
Lessons will be held two days a week at Ellis Middle School (1700 4

th
 Avenue SE).  Age appropriate rackets, balls, and 

nets will be provided for the 4-9 year olds.  Participants ages 10 and over must supply a tennis racket.  Each participant 
will receive a free water bottle! 

Class size is limited.  Cost is $18 per person. 
 

 
 

Mondays & Wednesdays    Tuesdays & Thursdays 
       June 7 – July 21         June 8 – July 22 

8:30-9:10  10 and over  8:30-9:10  6-7 years old 
9:15-9:55  4-5 years old  9:15-9:55  8-9 years old 
10:00-10:40  6-7 years old  10:00-10:40  6-7 years old 
10:45-11:25  8-9 years old  10:45-11:25  4-5 years old 
11:30-12:10  4-5 years old  11:30-12:10  10 and over 

 
If classes do not fill, class times may be adjusted. 

 

ATTENTION TENNIS PARTICIPANTS AND GUARDIANS 
 

For CANCELLATIONS listen to 99.9 FM, KAUS 1480, or call 507-433-1881 for a recorded message regarding 
cancellations. 
 

Note: There will be a break from July 1 – 7.  Programs will not meet during these days and will resume on July 8. 
 

ATTENTION 
One-half hour to one hour before the first class of the day, we try to make a decision on weather/court conditions and if we 
will move inside.  If the courts are dry when you arrive for a later class, it does not mean they were dried off and useable 
for the first class of the day. 
 
We make every effort to keep class outdoors.  Although, it is uncommon that once class has been started outdoors that 
we move the class to another location for the remainder of that day.  As we all know, rain can move in quickly; we then 
make every effort to phone the following class.  If we start a class inside because of water on the court or threatening 
weather, they will stay inside for that day and all classes following will be held indoors as well.  There are many factors to 
consider regarding conditions of the courts. 

 
 

 

 
RememberéAll City of Austin indoor & outdoor facilities are tobacco free 

If inclement weather arrives before or during the session, classes will be moved to Packer Arena (601 7
th

 Street NE). 

 



YOUTH SOFTBALL LEAGUES 
All leagues will play at Todd Park and are designed for both hitters and fielders to participate in loads of action and fun. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR NAME ON YOUR GLOVE! 
 

5 Pitch Leagues 
Join this league for a fast moving, action filled game by 
signing up as a whole team or as an individual for 5 
Pitch.  Open to both girls and boys who are not currently 
playing baseball.  Each player receives no more than 5 
pitches and a pitching machine is used as much as 
possible.  Be prepared for skills, drills, and fun!  Players 
will need their own softball glove. 

 
7-9 Year Olds 

When: Mondays and Wednesdays 
Dates: June 7-July 21 
Time: 6-6:50 pm 
Cost: $12 
Where: Todd Park Five Diamond Complex 
 

 
10-12 Year Old Girls 

When: Mondays and Wednesdays 
Dates: June 7-July 21 
Time: 7-7:55 pm 
Cost: $12 
Where: Todd Park Five Diamond Complex  
 

 
AUSTIN YOUTH BASEBALL 

 
Registrations are taken at: South Central Athlete, 110 4

th
 Avenue NE from April 1 – 15 

 
A child is eligible to play if they are between the ages of 7 and 15 by May 1, 2010.  All participants are guaranteed at least 3 
full innings of play each game.  Players will not be notified of their team until at least May 25.  Please do not call South 
Central or any of the board members about teams until after May 25.  All games start at 6 pm and they will play 2 games 
per week.  Requirements for participating in Austin Youth Baseball are that your child arrives 5 minutes prior to practice and 
15 minutes prior to games.  Attendance is mandatory unless the coach is notified that the player will not be there.  
Registration cost is $25 per player.  Maximum of $45 per family during the sign-up period. 
 
Anyone who registers after the cut-off of April 15, 2010, will be charged late registration of $35 per child with no family 
discount.  This fee will be accepted only if there is available space in their division.   
 

The following Board Members can address any questions about Austin Youth Baseball. 
 

 

Commissioner Roger Kvam 507-433-1649 

Assistant Commissioner Bob Wilson 507-433-2634 

Senior Division President (13-15 year olds) Scott Knoebel 507-437-8391 

Merchant Division President (7-9 year olds) Jim Anderson 507-433-1474 

Merchant Division Coordinator (7-9 year olds) Eric Tupy 507-434-9126 

Junior Division President (10-12 year olds) Casey Anderson 507-434-4113 

Junior Division Coordinator (10-12 year olds) Kurt Mueller 507-433-5099 

 
 
 

AUSTIN FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 
 
Austin Fast Pitch organizes traveling teams for girls ages 10-18.  Teams play games 2 nights per week and several 
weekend tournaments. 
   President  Jon Bednar 507-437-4111 
   Treasurer  Craig Lady 507-438-9778 
   Secretary  Michelle Arjes 507-437-8236 
   Tournament Directior Danny Ruroden 507-434-0210 
   Tournament Directior Jeff Yocom 507-433-3901 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
AREA SPORTS CAMPS 

 

 
Volleyball Camp 

Monday, July 19 – Thursday, July 22 
For girls entering grades 6-8 8:00 - 10:00 am 
For girls entering grades 9-12 10:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Austin High School coaches will be leading the camp at 
the Austin High School Packer Gymnasium.  The cost will 
be $30 and includes a camp t-shirt.  Registrations and 
questions can be directed to Darica Schneider at 507-
433-9086.  Registrations are due July 1. 

 
Softball Camp 

Good…Better…Best Softball Camp will be hosted by Jeff 
Annis, head coach of Gustavus Adolphus College; Al 
Eckmann, former assistant coach at the University of 
Minnesota and Tina Strauss, current Austin High School 
coach.  This day camp will be held at North Todd Park in 
Austin on Monday, June 14 from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm.  It 
is offered for girls in grades 3 to 12.  For more 
information and registration forms, check out the website 
at www.goodbetterbestsoftballcamps.com.   

Rain date will be Tuesday, June 15.   
 

Coach Jahr and the Riverland Blue Devils 
Volleyball Camp 

July 12-15 from 10 am to Noon 
As Helen Jahr enters her seventeenth year as head 
coach for the Blue Devils, she looks forward to teaching 
volleyball in July.  Area girls going into grades 4-6 have a 
unique opportunity to learn the game from an 
intercollegiate perspective.  Coach Jahr has been 
conducting volleyball camps and clinics since 1995.  Her 
expertise will be used to instruct this camp. 
 

Riverland Volleyball Camp is a great way to focus on 
offensive and defensive volleyball skills blending both the 
physical and mental aspects of the game.  All beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced players will benefit from this 
camp.  Join Coach Jahr and her Blue Devils for camp 
this summer!  EACH REGISTRATION INCLUDES A T-
SHIRT. 

 

This camp is for girls going into Grades 4-6 and cost 
$40.  Registration forms are available in the Park and 
Recreation Office.  For more information, email 
helen.jahr@riverland.edu or call 1-800-247-5039. 

 

FALL & WINTER ACTIVITIES 
 

.2
nd

  - 5
th

 Grade Basketball 
Sign-up deadline is Wednesday, October 6 

Basketball will be held October 26-December 9 and meet on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights for six weeks.  Cost is $16.  There will be no basketball on November 23 and 25.  
Exciting skills and dribbling drills will be taught to dazzle your family and friends.  Become 
the first two-ball dribbler in your neighborhood!  Reversible tanks will be used and can be 
purchased in our office for a cost of $12. 
Locations: Banfield Elementary School (301 17 Street SW) 
Time: Boys 5:30-6:15 pm & Girls 6:15-7:00 pm 

 

 

Soccer Day Camp 
This camp is designed for kindergarten thru 6

th
 grade and is held at the Todd Park 

Complex.  The fee is $13.  The camp will be held Saturday, September 18 & 25, 2010 for 
Grades K – 2 from 10:30 am – noon and Grades 3 – 6 from 9 – 10:25 am 

 

2
nd

 ï 5
th

 Grade Indoor Soccer 
Sign up deadline is Wednesday, December 29, 2010.  Teams will meet on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights for six weeks from January 11 – February 17.  Cost is $16.  We will be 
using reversible tanks, which can be purchased at our office.  The cost of a tank is $12. 

Location: Banfield Elementary School (301 17 Street SW) 
Time:  Boys 5:30-6:15 pm & Girls 6:15-7:00 pm

 

 

 

 

http://www.goodbetterbestsoftballcamps.com/
mailto:helen.jahr@riverland.edu


ADULT ACTIVITIES 
FOR ANY ADULT SPORT, PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO RECEIVE AN INFORMATIONAL LETTER OR CHECK OUR WEBSITE. 

 
 

Adult Volleyball 
―FALL DIG‖ INDOOR VOLLEYBALL 

Runs for 10 weeks, sign-up deadline is scheduled for September 3. 
 

―WINTER ROLL‖ INDOOR VOLLEYBALL 
Continues for 10 weeks after the Christmas Holidays. 

Registration deadline is December 3. 
Teams may play in one session or both. 

Indoor leagues include: men, 3-4 levels for women and co-ed. 
 

Adult Softball 
We offer leagues for men, co-ed and new this year is Wood Bat Co-ed Softball.  Teams may add players until June 17.  
To play in the adult league, players must be 16 years of age before June 1 of the current year.  We also keep a list of 
players looking for teams.  Co-ed league will begin May 4 and men’s league will begin May 5.  
 

Adult Co-Ed Kickball Leagues 
Registration deadline is April 14 & 15, 8 players must be paid at the time of registration.  Team registration is $166 plus $8 
per player.  Our office maintains a list of players looking for teams.  League play will be Thursday nights beginning May 6 
and all games will be played at the South Todd Park Complex.  No games will begin before 6:30 pm.  For more 
information, please stop in our office or call 507-433-1881. 

 

This cash back summer league will 
begin Monday nights starting May 10 
and continue for 10 weeks at the 
South Todd Complex.  Registration 
deadline is May 3.  Each team will 
consist of 2 players and cost is $40 

per player.  Boards and square bags will be provided and 
each match will consist of 3 games to 21 points.  At the 
end of the season each team win will receive $2 back with 
additional pay based on the number of teams.  MORE 
TEAMS - MORE PAYBACK!  Watch for information on Fall 
League starting August 8 with a registration deadline of 
August 2.  
 

Austin Horseshoe League 
The annual Austin Horseshoe League meeting will be held 
on May 5 at 7 pm at the Hiawatha Bar.  This is a mixed 
league with handicapped scoring open to men, women, 
and teens, ages 16 and over.  For more information, call 
Sandy Baker at 507-437-9079.  Leagues will play at the 
12-court complex located at the corner of 2 Street and 9 
Avenue SE, east of Marcusen Ballpark.

 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

AUSTINôS FOURTH ANNUAL COMMUNITY PRIDE DAY – April 24 
It’s Spring cleaning time!  Join in keeping our city a beautiful place to live on Saturday, 
April 24 from 9 – noon.  Begin your day at 9 am with coffee, hot chocolate and donuts at 
the Austin Municipal Pool parking lot on North Main Street.  Here you will sign up for 
designated areas around the city to clean up; including parks, trails and public places.  
Gloves and garbage bags will be available. 
 

PITCH, HIT & RUN – May 15 
This free baseball/softball competition will be held May 15 at South Todd Complex for 
boys and girls ages 7-14.  Participants will compete in pitching, hitting and running to 
show their skills with the opportunity of advancement into Sectional Level, Team 
Championship and National Finals held in Anaheim, California.  See the age breakdown 
below:  A copy of the participant’s birth certificate or baptismal record must be provided 
before participating at any level of competition. 
   Ages 7-8 July 18, 2001 to July 17, 2003 
   Ages 9-10 July 18, 1999 to July 17, 2001 
   Ages 11-12 July 18, 1997 to July 17, 1999 
   Ages 13-14 July 18, 1995 to July 17, 1997 
 

MINNESOTA NATIONAL GET OUTDOORS DAY – June 12 
Two special events will be held on Saturday, June 12 sponsoring the first Minnesota 
National Get Outdoors Day.  The following events are planned:  Austin Municipal Pool will 
open at 1 pm to kick off summer family swimming and the J.C. Hormel Nature Center will 
be hosting Summer Solstice Ecoblitz from 8:30 am - 3:15 pm which is a FREE Family 
Event Program (see page 7 for more details).  
 

GENE RODEN MEMORIAL TRACK MEETS – June 15 and July 15 
The Austin Noon Kiwanis will be sponsoring two track meets for anyone age 3 and up at 
the Wescott Athletic Field Track.  Field events begin promptly at 6:15 pm and running 
events begin at 6:30 pm.  Both meets are free of charge and all participants will receive 
ribbons.  Bring your family and friends for an evening of fun! 

 
 

SPAMTOWN DISC GOLF TOURNAMENT 
July 3 - Singles will play two rounds at Todd Park with a 9 
am sign up.  For more information, call Deb or Greg 
Huckaby at 507-433-1611. 
 
MSF U18C GIRLS STATE FAST PITCH TOURNAMENT – July 23-25 
Austin will host the 18 & under Minnesota Sports Federation Class C State Tournament.  
All games played at the Todd Park Complexes. 
 

MSF U14B STATE BASEBALL TOURNAMENT -- July 23-25 
Austin will be host for this Minnesota Sports Federation Tournament.  All games will be 
played at the Riverland Baseball Complex located on the Riverland Community College 
Campus, 1600 8

th
 Avenue NW. 

 

MSF U14D GIRLS STATE FAST PITCH TOURNAMENT – July 30-Aug 1 
Austin will host the 14 & Under Minnesota Sports Federation Class D State Tournament.  
All games played at the Todd Park Complexes. 

RENTALS 

For more information on any of the below rentals, stop into the Park and Recreation Office 
at 121 4

th
 Avenue NE or call 507-433-1881. 

TODD PARK 
Izaak Walton Cabin – With a seating capacity of 109 the Izaak Walton Cabin is fully 
accessible and available for special occasions, wedding receptions, family reunions, etc.  
Friday, Saturday or Sunday rental fee is $170 plus $300 deposit.  Monday through 
Thursday rentals are $20 per hour with a $150 deposit.  Only a few dates remain for the 
summer. 
#1 NW Large Pavilion – Located by the large play area, fully accessible with electricity 
and restrooms.  Rental fee is $65. 
#2 NE Large Pavilion – Located in the soccer field area, fully accessible with electricity 
and restrooms available.  Rental fee is $65. 
#3 South Small Pavilion – Located at the south entrance of Todd Park by the Monster 
play equipment, fully accessible with electricity and restroom availability.  Rental fee is 
$35. 
 
HORACE AUSTIN PAVILLION – 
Located by the play equipment area, fully 
accessible with electricity.  Rental fee is 
$35. 

 
LIONS PARK 
West Pavilion – Located by the river, 
fully accessible with electricity.  Rental 
fee is $35. 
East Pavilion – Located by 8

th
 Street, 

fully accessible with electricity.  Rental 
fee is $35. 
 

LAFAYETTE PARK PAVILLION – Fully accessible with electricity.  Rental fee is $35. 
 

ROTARY CENTENIAL PARK GAZEBO – Fully accessible with no electricity and 
restroom availability.  Rental fee is $35. 
 

SHIRLEY THEEL MEMORIAL PARK PAVILLION – Fully accessible with electricity.  
Rental fee is $65. 
 

BANDSHELL COMMUNITY PARK 
Veterans Pavilion – This rental facility is fully accessible and located at 104 9 Place SW 
in Community Park.  It is available to rent for special occasions, wedding receptions, 
family reunions, etc.  Rental Fee is $120 plus $100 deposit.  Dates fill fast; therefore, if 
you need a certain date contact our office as soon as possible! 
 

EAST SIDE LAKE GAZEBO 
Gazebo at East Side Lake is fully accessible, and is available for various occasions.  
Rental is $35. 
 

RIVERSIDE ARENA 
This large area facility is available for rent May through mid-August for wedding dances, 
class reunions, conventions, banquets, etc. and September through April for ice rentals.  
The seating capacity for non-ice events is 5,500 and ice seating capacity is 2,500. 
 

PACKER ARENA (Pending budget decisions) 
This ice arena facility is available November through February for ice rental events with a 
seating capacity of 200.   
 

MUNICIPAL POOL 
The Austin Municipal Pool is available to rent!  Enjoy fun in the sun for birthday parties, 
family reunions, weddings, employee appreciations; the events are endless.   The 
memorable experience you will be creating for you, your family, friends and co-workers will 
be cherished for a lifetime.  Rental fees are listed on page 3 Municipal Pool section. 
 

Need a fundraiser?  Rent a complex and run a tournament. 
 

South Todd Complex 
4 lit fields, rest rooms and concession stand.  60’ or 65’ bases, permanent or 
temporary fences. 
 

North Todd Complex 
5 lit fields, rest rooms and concession stand.  60’ or 65’ bases, permanent or 
temporary fences. 
 

Riverland Baseball Complex 
4 full size baseball fields.  Two lit fields, large capacity stadium, rest rooms and 
concession stand 

 

 

 



NATURE CENTER ACTIVITIES 
Thursday Nature Play – June 17 thru August 19 from 1 – 5 pm 
Enjoy and experience nature with a child!  FREE canoe rentals for adults (16 and older) with a child.  Participate in pond scooping, insect or butterfly netting and/or self guided trail activities 
Thursdays.  Adults must accompany child. (first come, first serve) Discover nature with your child! 
 

NEW!!!  Summer Senior Specials  – July 8, 15 & 22 - August 5 & 19 
This new program for seniors 55 and older will provide patrons with FREE coffee, cookies, a nature program and an opportunity to take a short tour of the trails on 2 access vehicles.  PRE-
REGISTRATION is REQUIRED for all of the programs and a separate access vehicle sign up.  We can accommodate up to 12 people on the access vehicles. Call 507-437-7519 or email 
jchnatur@smig.net  to reserve your seats for the programs and or trail access vehicle tours.  The programs and refreshments will be held in the Ruby Rupner auditorium. The auditorium will 
be open from 9:00-11:00 am.  The morning programs are 30 minutes long. 
Thursday, July 8    1:30 PM    Ole Oleson’s  ―Immigrant Tales‖ - 60 minute program   
Roger Hellesvig’s reenactment of Norwegian Immigrants    No tours or trail access vehicles for the July 8th afternoon program. 
Thursday, July 15  9:00 AM   ― Nature’s Animal Ambassadors‖ - 30 minute program 
Tour #  1. 9:30 am 10:15 am - 45 minute tour     Tour  # 2. 10:15 am -11:00 am - 45 minute tour      Presenter:  Ryan Leveque 
Thursday, July 22  9:00 AM   ― The  History of the Jay. C. Hormel Nature Center‖  Tour #  1. 9:30 am 10:15 am - 45 minute tour    Tour  # 2. 10:15 am -11:00 am - 45 minute tour      
Presenters:  Larry Dolphin and Ryan  
Thursday, August 5  9:00 AM  ―Owl Talk‖ Meet our Barred Owl ―Guka‖ a  live education bird Tour #  1. 9:30 am 10:15 am - 45 minute tour    Tour  # 2. 10:15 am -11:00 am - 45 minute 
tour           Presenter:  Larry Dolphin 
Thursday, August 19 9:00 AM  ―Butterflies - Monarchs on the Move‖ Tagging Monarchs Tour #  1. 9:30 am 10:15 am - 45 minute tour    Tour  # 2. 10:15 am -11:00 am - 45 minute tour     
Presenters:  Larry and Ryan   For more details on the programs please check out our website www.hormelnaturecenter.org  

 

Canoe Rentals 
The Nature Center canoe rental for use on Dobbins Creek 
to East Side Lake is $10.00 for one half day rental (4 
hours).  Canoe rental is available Monday through 
Saturday.  There are no canoe rentals on  
Sundays or City of Austin holidays. (first come, first serve)  
Rental dates are May 22 to September 25 for 2010.  Life 
jackets, canoe paddles and canoe carrier are provided. 
Call 507-437-7519 for more information. 

 
David Stokes-Guest Naturalist - June 8, 9 and 10 
David is a national award winning naturalist from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. David will present one evening 
show and will be a guest naturalist on June 12th with the 
Ecoblitz sessions. Please RSVP for the evening program 
by calling 507-437-7519 or email jchnatur@smig.net 
  David Stokes’ classes ―Little Explorers in Nature‖ for 
ages 4-5 and ―Nature Detectives‖ for ages 6-7 can been 
seen in detail on page six.  David’s classes fill up fast so 
be sure to sign up early! 
 

David Stokes Program 
Wednesday, June 9  7:30-9:30 pm 

―Sights and Sounds of an Early Summer Evening‖ 
This is a FREE program, but pre-registration is required 

and limited to 30 participants. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  Please be prepared to walk a 
half mile on the trails .Please RSVP at 507-437-7519 or 

email jchnatur@smig.net by June 7. 

Summer Solstice Ecoblitz 
Saturday, June 12  8:30 am - 3:15 pm 

FREE Family Event Program!  
Bring your family out to the nature center for a morning and/or afternoon session of outdoor summer fun.  Ecoblitz is the 
discovery and exploration of our natural world.  Come out and discover the joy of outdoor activities with your child, 
grandchild, niece, or nephew.  A parent/adult guardian and child must PRE-REGISTER and participate together for either 
the morning or afternoon sessions.   Select 3 activities from the 5 different offerings. Complete 3 of the 5 activities and 
receive prizes and raffle chances. 
 

Your  Ecoblitz form will also be entered in the 3:15 pm prize drawing for t-shirts, canoe rentals and more!!  The best time 
at the pond canoe race will win 2 canoe rentals valued at $20.00. 
 

The Summer Solstice Ecoblitz is co-sponsored by Austin Audubon and the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center.  Special 
thanks to Austin Utilities for donating the compact florescent bulbs for this event. 
 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for the morning or afternoon sessions and select 3 activities from the 5 offerings. 
Sign up forms are available at the Nature Center.  Ecoblitz begins at 8:30 AM!    Prizes and Awards at 3:15 pm 
 Morning  Afternoon 

9-9:45 am 1-1:45 pm 
10-10:45 am 2-2:45 pm 
11-11:45 am 3:15 Prizes 

 

1. Timed Canoe Race on the Pond 
2. Bird Migration Survival Course 
3. Scoop the Pond for Aquatic Critters 
4. Bird Walk with Austin Audubon Birders 
5. David Stokes -Nature activities 
Stop in the visitor center for trail activities, face painting, a coloring contest and an art activity.  
Complete three of the five activities and turn in your Ecoblitz form and take home one compact fluorescent light bulb and a 
pack of wildflower seeds to plant (one package per family). 
 

Ole Olesonôs  ñImmigrant Talesò – Thursday, July 8  1:30 pm 
FREE  Ruby Rupner program in the auditorium - OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

 

2010 Summer Youth Adventure Programs 
 

2010 Summer Adventure Scholarships 
Full Scholarships are available for the Zumbro-Zollman Zoo 
River Canoe Trip in June, the Shell Rock -Fossil Canoe trip 
in August and the Radical Raptor Class.  1/2 fee scholarships 
are available for Canoeing the Root River-Exploring the 
Blufflands trip and Heritage Survival Class.  To receive a 
scholarship, a  student must write three to five complete 
sentences as to why they want to attend a specific summer 
adventure class.  Please submit to the Jay C. Hormel Nature 
Center by June 3. Please include the following information:  
name, address, city/state, zip code, phone number and age.   
The scholarships will be offered on a first come, first serve 
basis.  Please submit your request and paragraph to Larry 
Dolphin, Julie Champlin or Ryan Leveque at the visitor 
center.  You can mail your request to the Nature Center at 
P.O. Box 673, Austin, Minnesota 55912.  If you have any 
questions please call 507-437-7519.   We gave out 41 

scholarships to area children in 2009!  The 2010 scholarships are donated by Austin 
Audubon, Austin Izaak Walton League, Mable Hjelmen, Beverly Smith-in honor of Dick 
Smaby and Terry Dorsey, and the Friends of the Hormel Nature Center.  Thank you 
donors! 
Sign up for classes begins March 30, 2010 at 8:00 am. 

New website:  www.hormelnaturecenter.org 
FEES ARE NON REFUNDABLE AND NO REGISTRATIONS ACCEPTED BY PHONE.  

(Cash or check only) 
 

***Zumbro River and Zollman Zoo Youth Canoe Trip  Ages 12-14  Fee:  $20.00 
 June 14 and 15 - Full Scholarship is available 
 Leaders are Larry Dolphin and Ryan Leveque 
June 14 - Canoe practice 1:00-3:00 PM 
June 15 - Canoe the Zumbro River- 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
Canoe the Zumbro River and visit the critters who make their homes at the Zollman Zoo!  
Please bring your own lunch on June 15th.  Space is limited to 9 participants and full 
scholarships are available. 
 
 
 
 

***Shell Rock River Youth Canoe, and Fossil Trip  Ages 12 - 14  Fee:  $20.00 
Full Scholarships are available 
August 3 - Canoe Practice 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
August 4 - Canoe and Fossil Trip - 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Enjoy canoeing and collecting fossils in Rockford, Iowa.  Please bring your own lunch on 
August 4. Space is limited to 9 participants and full scholarships are available. 
 

***Heritage Survival Class  Ages 10-11  Fee: $60.00  (1/2 fee scholarships are 
available)(4 day class) July 6, 7 8    9:00 am- noon  and July 9- 9:00 am-1:00 
pm                     
Participants will learn to flintknapp, make arrowheads and throw the atl atl with Dan 
Block.  Ole Oleson, will be here to share stories of Norwegian immigrants.  Native 
American Stories will be shared.  Participants will make candles, build fires, make their 
own lunch over an open fire, play old time games and learn about the first people with 
Native American stories.  Space is limited to 16  participants and 1/2 fee scholarships are 
available 
 

***Canoeing the Root River and Exploring the Blufflands  Ages 11-12  Fee:  $100.00  
(1/2 fee scholarships are available) 
Leaders are Larry Dolphin, Ryan Leveque and a female leader 
 JUNE 28- 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM Canoe practice on Dobbins Creek to East Side Lake at the 
Nature Center 
 JUNE 29- Depart at 8:00 AM and explore the Mystery Caves.  After lunch at Forestville 
State Park we will travel to the Eagle Bluff Environmental Center and get settled in for our 
overnight stay.  In the afternoon we will challenge the high ropes and enjoy dinner and an 
evening program at the center.  Please bring your own lunch on June 29.   
 JUNE 30- Enjoy breakfast at Eagle Bluff and canoe an eight mile stretch of the Root 
River.  We will return to the Nature Center by 4:30 PM.  Fee includes lodging, admission 
fees for Forestville State Park, Mystery Cave, canoes, lifejackets, paddles, high rope 
challenge course, three meals-dinner on June 29 and breakfast and lunch on June 30.  
Space is limited to  
9 participants and 1/2 fee scholarships are available. 

 

***Junior Naturalists  Ages 8 and 9  Fee: $15.00 
Session 1 - July 20 and 21  9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Come join us as we explore ways to tell what animals live at the nature center from the 
clues they leave behind. Space is limited to 10 participants per session. 

 

 

http://www.hormelnaturecenter.org/


***Junior Ranger Rick  Ages: 6-7  Fee: $15.00 
Ryan Leveque -Instructor 
Session 1  -  June 24 and 25 9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Session 2 -  June 24 and 25  1:30 - 3:30 PM 
Come join us as we explore the secret traces that animals leave behind in nature. Space 
is limited to 10 participants per session. 
 

***Little Explorers-Hand in Hand in Nature   Ages 4-5  Fee:  $15.00    
June 8, 9 & 10 -  9:30 AM- 11:30 AM  
David Stokes is a father, educator, naturalist and entertainer who has performed 
throughout the United States and Canada.  This class is especially designed for a 
parent/grandparent to spend ―quality time‖ in nature with their 4 or 5 year old child.  Each 
day our adventure will begin inside and then head outdoors to explore.  Please dress for 
the weather and bring insect repellent.  Don’t apply the repellent until you need it.  Parents 
may also want to bring a camera for ―Kodak‖ moments.  Space will be limited to 12 
preschoolers and their parent/grandparent/adult/guardian. 
 

***Monarch Magic  Ages 8, 9 & 10  Fee: $10.00 
Class  1 - July 27      1:00 PM - 3:30 PM and Class  2- 
August 3   1:00 PM- 3:30 PM 
This class will capture the mystery and resilience of the 
Monarch from egg to migration. Activities will include finding 
caterpillars to raise for tagging and release.  Space is 
limited to 10 participants.   

 

 ***Monarch Tagging  Ages 10, 11 & 12  Fee: $10.00 
Class  1 - August   17   1:00 - 3:00 PM       
Class  2 - August   18   1:00 - 3:00 PM   
Class  3 - August   24  1:00 - 3:00 PM        
Monarchs born after August 15 in this latitude are generally considered migratory.  The 
Nature Center will have tags to tag the individual Monarchs.  Students in this class will be 
certified to sign out tags for tagging Monarchs at home.  Space is limited to 8 participants 
per session. 

SOLAFIDE OBSERVATORY 
From I-90 take Highway 218 South 2 miles to County Road 28.  Turn right (west) one mile to stop sign.  Turn south onto Country Road 29 for 1.5 miles to 180

th
 Street.  Turn right for ¼ mile.  

The driveway is on the right (north).  For more information contact the Nature Center at 507-437-7519, Keith Snyder at 507-433-1903 or the website www.spamtownusa.com/imstar.   
PUBLIC VIEWING 

May 8 & 22 @ 9 pm June 5 & 19 @ 9 pm July 10 & 17 @ 9 pm August 7 & 14 @ 9 pm 

September 4 & 19 @ 9 pm October 9 & 16 @ 8 pm November 13 & 27 @ 8 pm December 11 @ 8 pm 

 
Equipment Rental 

The Park and Recreation Department has several 
different sets of equipment available to rent.  Deposits 
are returned when the equipment is checked into the 
office.  For week day rentals, equipment may be checked 
out during regular office hours.  For weekend rentals, 
equipment may be checked out beginning Thursday 
afternoons on a first come, first serve basis 
 

Volleyball Kits 
This kit includes a ball, net, and easy to set up poles that 
screw into the ground.  This is available for $5 rentals 
plus $15 deposit. 
 

Volleyball Net & Ball 
Rental for these items is $2 plus a $3 deposit.  No poles 
are included. 

 

Picnic Kits 
These kits are available on a check out basis for group 
gatherings.  Picnic kit rental is $5 plus a $15 deposit.  
Kits include: softball bats and balls, Frisbees, a football, 
a soccer ball, volleyball net and ball, and a horseshoe kit.   
 

Horseshoe Sets 
Horseshoe sets are available to rent for $2 plus a $5 
deposit.  They come in an easy carry canvas bag. 

 

Yolf 
This is a new and exciting game combining skills from 
croquet and golf.  Available with a handy carrying case 
and it can be set up anywhere.  Design your own course!  
Rental is $5 and a $15 deposit. 
 

Croquet 
Good old fashion fun in your own backyard!  We have a 
professional croquet kit for you to rent complete with a 
carrying bag.  Rental is $5 with a $15 deposit. 

 

Disc Golf Kits 
Kits contain 1 putter, 5 assorted discs, a carrying bag, 
scorecards, and course maps.  Rental is $5 with a $40 
deposit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN PLOTS 
Garden plots available to rent are located by Woodson 
Kindergarten Center.  Plots are 15’ X 20’.  Water is 
available and the sprinklers are turned on as needed.  
What could be easier…you or your family till, rake, plant, 
and harvest your crops.  Cost: $15 per plot.  They will be 
ready when weather permits. 

Girls Summer Volleyball 
18 & Under - Mondays starting June 7 
15 & Under - Thursdays starting June 3 
 

Entry Fee is $35 per player, each player will receive a 
shirt.  All games will be played at Ellis Middle School.  
Games will be officiated and a tournament will conclude 
the season.  Sign up as a team by April 30.  League is 
limited to the first 16 teams registered.  Get your friends 
together, play other area teams.  No coaches allowed.  
All teams play 3-6 games per night. 
 

Co-Rec Kickball League 
18 & UNDER 

Registration Deadline is April 30 
Team Entry is $156 (NO PLAYER FEE FOR U18) 

 

All games will be played at South Todd 4 Diamond 
Complex beginning Sunday nights, June 13.  No games 
will begin before 6:30 pm and kickballs will be provided.  
16, 17 and 18 year olds may also play in the Adult 
Kickball League.  Teams consist of 8 players. 

Infield – 3 males/3 females 
Outfield -- 1 male/1 female 

See page 6 for additional information on Adult Kickball 
League, stop in our office or call 507-433-1881. 
 

15 & Under/12 & Under Kickball Leagues 
Registration will be taken on an individual basis with an 
April 30 deadline.  Teams will consist of 8 players and 
will be chosen randomly.  Registration is $18 per player.  
Coaches and kickballs will be provided.  Both U15 and 
U12 leagues will play on Monday nights beginning June 
14.  Games will be played at South Todd 4 Diamond 
Complex and begin at 6:30 pm.  For more information, 
please stop in our office or call 507-433-1881. 

 
These new U15 and U18 leagues 
will begin Sunday nights starting 
June 13 at the South Todd Complex.  
Each team will consist of 2 players.  
Cost is $15 per player.  Boards and 
square bags will be provided.  Each 

match will consist of 3 games to 21 points. 
 
Third Annual Doggy Dip! 

Sunday, August 15 
7-8 pm 

Austin Municipal Pool -- $2 
for one dog and two human 

companions.  Additional 
human companions are $1. 

No pool tags accepted. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art in the Summer 
Learn the basic layouts for drawing portrait, figure 
buildings, animals and any animal, place or thing.  We 
will have classes in downtown Austin (Courthouse, 
Paramount, Spam Museum, Library, Austin Herald, 
Tendermaid) meeting at Packer Arena.  Materials 
needed are a 14 inch x 17 inch drawing book with 70 
pound weight paper, pink pearl eraser, 1 HB pencil, 1 B 
pencil 1 2B pencil and a folding chair for classes outside.  
The classes will be held daily June 14 - July 16 from 10 
am to noon and 1 – 3 pm.  This class is $40 and for 
children entering 3

rd
 grade to adults. 

 
Archery 

Try your skill or learn a new one with Archery held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays starting June 8-July 23 at 
Packer Arena.  No class July 1 or 6.  Cost per participant 
is $35 and equipment is provided.  Class size is limited 
so register early. 
 

Ages   9 – 11 6:00 - 6:40 pm 
Ages 12 – 14 6:45 - 7:35 pm 
Ages 15 – 18 7:40 - 8:30 pm 

 

Any adults interested in an archery class should contact 
our Office.  If there is enough interest a class can be set 
up.  
 

                    
 

Youth Archery League 
Youth Archery League will be offered Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-8 pm for youth ages 9-18.  The 
league will begin June 9-July 21 at Packer Arena.  There 
will be no league on July 7.  The cost is $40.  Register 
early as the class is limited to 12 participants.  
Equipment is available. 

 
Austin Park & Recreation Department 

121 4th Avenue NE 
507-433-1881 

Forms and information available at www.ci.austin.mn.us 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spamtownusa.com/imstar

