
M I N U T E S 
 PORT AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2022 
4:30 P.M. 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

Members Present: Commissioners Jerry McCarthy, Michaell Bednar, Jeff Austin and 
Chuck Moline (4:09 p.m.). 

 
Members Absent: Commissioners Tim Ruzek, Lee Bjorndal, and Jason Baskin. 
  
Staff Present: Port Authority Attorney Craig Byram, Port Authority Executive 

Director Craig Clark, City Public Works Director Steven Lang, and 
Port Authority Secretary Tom Dankert.  

 
Others Present: Craig Popenhagen, auditor with CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP. 
 
President McCarthy called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. 
 
Item #2. – Approval of minutes of the April 11, 2022 special meeting:  Motion by Commissioner 
Moline, seconded by Commissioner Bednar to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2022 special 
meeting.  Carried 4-0. 
 
Item #3. – Draft Audit Presentation:  Auditor Craig Popenhagen from CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP 
presented a draft audit report to the Board.  This is still draft at this time as they have not completed 
the City audit yet, and won’t issue final statements until that is done.  Mr. Popenhagen noted the 
following: 

• City staff have drafted these documents, which is very unusual these days to have 
staff qualified to do such. 

• The Port Authority has been issued a clean, or unmodified opinion, meaning these 
statements are fairly presented. 

• The Port Authority has nearly $25 million in equity at 12/31/21.  Of this, around $3.3 
million is unrestricted and spendable. 

• The Port Authority has about the same cash at 12/31/21 as it did at 12/31/20, at 
around $2.9 million. 

• The Port Authority bought and donated the former YMCA site this last year, as well 
as sold some other properties that were in inventory. 

• As far as internal controls go, we have no findings. 
• As far as the Minnesota Legal Compliance, we have no findings. 
• The governance letter indicates no changes in policies and no audit adjustments were 

needed.  However, please note that useful lives of assets and collectability of 
receivables are based on estimates. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Bjorndal to approve the draft financial 
statements as presented.  Carried 4-0. 
 
Item #4. – Creekside Business Park Federal Economic Development Authority Grant:  Mr. 
Clark discussed the EDA grant for Creekside Business Park, noting the Port Authority hoped to get a 
grant for 80% of the estimated $4,375,000 cost.  The city agreed to cover the 20% match with 
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$875,000.  Now that the grant is a 50/50 match grant, we are in need of an additional $1,312,500.  
We have discussed with the Austin Utilities for them to cover the estimated $220,000 to $250,000 in 
costs for their proposed extension.  And while they have not yet approved such, they seem agreeable 
to it and will discuss in the very near future. 
 
The remaining $1,092,500 of costs is proposed to be split $546,250 to the City, and the remaining 
$546,250 to the Port Authority. 
 
President McCarthy noted this will then complete the road running east to west through the 
Creekside Business Park. 
 
Commissioner Moline questioned if the Austin Utilities had acted yet on the request.  Mr. Clark 
noted they had not.  Commissioner Moline noted that if the Austin Utilities does say no, then we will 
have to come back to the City and/or Port Authority for additional funding. 
 
After further discussion, motion by Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Moline to 
approve of the $546,250 of funding out of the Port Authority General Fund, contingent on the Austin 
Utilities and City of Austin funding their portions.  Carried 4-0.  
 
Item #5. – Executive Director Report:  Mr. Clark noted this meeting was to have some 
discussion on using the fund balance up with a planning session, however the action tonight to 
spend $546,250, plus some potential costs in the 25-acre Persinger parcel, we might have 
eliminated the need for such a planning session. 
 
Commissioner Moline agreed, noting the City/Port Authority/DCA should focus on the 
Creekside Business Park. 
 
President McCarthy noted it is not our role to be involved in housing, but only to act as an agent 
for the City on housing issues.  We should be creating jobs and industry as a Port Authority 
declared President McCarthy.   
 
Commissioner Bednar added that we should know what the other organizations in the city are 
planning on as well. 
 
Item #6. – Any other business:  None. 
 
Item #7.  Adjournment:  With no further business, motion by Commissioner Austin, seconded 
by Commissioner Moline to adjourn the meeting at 4:32 pm.  Carried 4-0.   
 
Approved:        
 
President:         
 
Secretary:         


