
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

OCTOBER 19, 1998 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Purcell, Council 
 Members Romo, Dahlback, Chaffee, Poppe, Maxfield, and           
 Lang. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News Media.  Public.    
 
 
 
Boy Scout Tim Bartlett presented the colors. 
 
Item #20, (Job Value Points for Park Maintenance and Equipment Operators) and Item #21 
(Oak Park Village Development Agreement for Phase III) were added to the agenda.  Moved 
by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee, adopting 
agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Maxfield, approving 
minutes of October 5, 1998.  Carried. 
 
Amy Baskin, Director of the United Way of Mower County, reported on the current and 
previous campaigns.  Baskin recognized the City for campaign efforts which have increased 
195% over the last few years.  Last year, United Way received more than $4,100 from City 
employees. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving consent agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a 
hearing for November 16 at 5:30 in Council Chambers to consider the transfer of the City of 
Austin's cable television franchise to Bresnan Telecommunications Company LLC.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz recommended to Council the appointment of Karl Dalager, 511 1st Avenue 
NW, to the Human Rights Commission, replacing Lee Miller, with term to expire 12/31/99.  
Moved by Council Member Romo, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving 
appointment.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to prepare a 
resolution declaring costs to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessments 
for street improvement on 4th Avenue SE and 5th Place SE, Project No. 5-A-97.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to prepare a 
resolution declaring costs to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessments 
for street improvement on 5th, 6th, and 7th Avenues NE, Project No. 2-A-98.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to prepare a 
resolution declaring costs to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessments 
for street improvement on 6th Avenue NW, Project 5-A-98.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee, to 
prepare a resolution declaring costs to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed 
assessments for sanitary sewer improvement at the Target development, Project 1-B-98  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee, to 
adopt said resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Romo, to prepare a 
resolution declaring costs to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessments 
for asphalt paving, concrete curb and gutter, storm sewer and street lighting on 17th St NW, 
Project 4-A-98.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Romo, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Romo, to prepare a 
resolution declaring costs to be assessed and ordering preparation of proposed assessments 
for concrete paving and integral curb on 1st Drive NW, Project 1-A-97/2-A-97.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Romo, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to prepare a 
resolution calling a hearing for 5:30 P.M. on November 16th for the proposed assessments 
(Project No. 5-A-97, Project No. 2-A-98, Project No. 5-A-98, Project No. 1-B-98, Project 4-
A-98 and Project 1-A-97/2-A-97.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said that with the expansion of the Hy-Vee store, access from 
17th Avenue NW to Hy-Vee and the mall area has increased.  The engineering department 
recommends a stop sign for westbound traffic on 17th Avenue.  Moved by Council Member 
Maxfield, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving a stop sign on 17th Avenue and 
8th Street NW.  Carried. 
 
City Administrator Patrick McGarvey stated that the developer's agreement for the  
K-Mart/Cashwise development included a provision for City approval on changes of the 
financing.  This was done to assure the public and private development got done.  The 
development is finished, and J.L.K. Inc. has requested to eliminate any further City 
involvement in approving private financing.  Moved by Council Member Chaffee, seconded 
by Council Member Romo, to prepare a resolution approving the deletion of Article VII of 
the contract for private redevelopment between the City of Austin and  
J-L-K, Inc.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Romo, to adopt said 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
FEMA funds are now available for re-imbursement for the June 27th storm damage.A city 
official, City Engineer Jon Erichson is recommended, needs to be authorized to execute and 
amend the sub-grant agreements.  Upon approval, the City of Austin will be eligible to 
receive $242,931 from the federal government and $47,129 from the State.  Director of 
Administrative Services Daryl Sulander said whatever is not eligible with FEMA, may be 
eligible by our insurance.  The City of Austin is expected to be the largest contributor of 
funds for clean-up, followed by FEMA and then insurance.  Moved by Council Member 
Chaffee, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, to prepare a resolution authorizing 
the execution of Sub-Grant Agreement by Jon Erichson, for June 27th storm clean-up costs.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chaffee, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, to 
adopt said resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium asked Council to approve annexation as 
requested by Greg and Bud Johnson.  The property in question is a 16.7 acre parcel west of 
the Target Development.  Council Member Maxfield questioned the possible need to 
acquire right-of-way easements for future I-90 development.  Hoium said that this was the 
correct process.  If approved, this would then go to Lansing Township.  Moved by Council 



 

4 

Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee to prepare a joint 
resolution for orderly annexation between the Township of Lansing and the City of Austin 
designating an unincorporated area as in need of orderly annexation and conferring 
jurisdiction over said area to the Minnesota Municipal Board.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee, to 
adopt said resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee, to 
prepare a resolution annexing property owned by Greg and Bud Johnson under the Orderly 
Annexation Agreement.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Purcell, seconded by Council Member Chaffee, to 
adopt said resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Dave Stewart, Assistant to the City Administrator, presented the report on the Park 
Maintenance and Equipment Operators position to a 55-point Job Value as compared to the 
current Job Value of 51 points.  These positions (currently two) have been combined and 
Personnel Decisions International (PDI) has determined the point value and it has been 
reviewed by the Director of Parks and Recreation.  The item has been reviewed and 
accepted by the Finance/Personnel Committee.  Moved by Council Member Poppe, 
seconded by Council Member Romo approving the point change.  Carried. 
 
Security required for the Oak Park Village Development Agreement for Phase III, carried 
over from October 5, 1998 Council Meeting, has been modified.  Roger Derrick, developer, 
agrees to set up an escrow account on all undone projects.  The modification has been 
reviewed by City Attorney David Hoversten and is appropriate.   
 
Moved by Council Member Dahlback, seconded by Council Member Romo, for the City 
Attorney to prepare a resolution to approve the developer's agreement as modified.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dahlback, seconded by Council Member Romo, to adopt said 
resolution. 7-0  Caried. 
 
DCA President George Brophy said the DCA, along with City Administrator Patrick 
McGarvey hosted a large telemarketing firm from New Jersey and the DCA submitted a 
proposal to them.  Brophy also said that in the DCA's recent survey, 2000 workers were 
found to be in lower income jobs, of which half work in Albert Lea.  DCA is also 
considering making loans to 1) Palleton, Inc., a large pallet company and 2) Star  
Farm Meats. 
 
HRA Board Representative Joanne Maxfield reported on the status of the relocation of 
property owners on 1st Drive NW, the Whittier School project and the sale of Lakeside 
Shopping Center to a private developer.   
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Street Committee meeting set for November 4 for informational meetings on street 
assessments. 
 
Ordinance Committee meeting set for November 5 to follow the election canvassing which 
will start at 4:00 pm. 
 
Council Member Chaffee reminded everyone that the leaf program is now underway.  Gloria 
Nordin asked if the leaf program begins too early in the season.  City Engineer said the 
program is reviewed and extended if needed. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said the north pile of storm debris at the Cook Farm site was 
successfully burned and requested authorization to burn remaining piles.  Moved by Council 
Member Chaffee, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Purcell to approve additional 
burnings.  Carried. 
 
Zoning and Planning Administrator Craig Hoium announced another comprehensive plan 
focus meeting for 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 21 at the DCA. 
 
Fire Chief Dan Wilson stated that the Fire Open House held on October 18, 1998 was very 
successful and the largest he has been involved with.  
 
City Administrator Patrick McGarvey reminded everyone of the October 29th forum for state 
representatives in Austin and Albert Lea.  McGarvey said EPA/MPCA may be seeking 
additional requirements for waste water treatment standards and our cities need to be 
concerned with this.  
 
Mayor Rietz reminded Council of the League of Minnesota Cities Regional Meeting in 
Albert Lea on October 27.   
 
Moved by Council Member Dahlback, seconded by Council Member Chaffee to adjourn.  
Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  6:20 pm 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


