
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

JANUARY 19, 1999 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Romo, Jorgenson, Penske (appointment approved at 
beginning of meeting), Poppe and Lang. Council Member 
Nordin was absent on vacation. 

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Council Member Romo left at 6:25.    
      
OTHERS PRESENT:           News Media..  George Brophy.  Kermit Mahan.  Public.    
 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Romo, approving Mayor 
and Council's choice to fill vacancy in Second Ward council seat.  Carried.  City Recorder 
Tom Dankert performed the oath of office for Todd Penske. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the minutes of January 4, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the consent agenda.  Carried. 
 
Mark Williams, an Austin high school student, addressed the Council on his being chosen as 
a future page to the Minnesota Legislature. 
 
Separate public hearings were held for the HRA redevelopment plan in Bolcomb Addition.  
Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium explained that part of the legal description 
was not included in these hearings so additional hearings for the area south of 4th Avenue 
SE will be scheduled in February.  Hoium said that part of the development area will be a 
park area and will be rezoned to an A-1.  The development includes 32-unit rental housing.  
Hoium said that the surrounding area east and west is an office district and is somewhat 
compatible. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, that the City 
Attorney prepare an ordinance as requested by Austin Housing and Redevelopment for 
rezoning from an "I-1" Limited Industrial District to an "R-2" Multi Family Residence 
District for property located in Bolcomb Addition.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, to move the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, for adoption of the 
first reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, to move the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, for the adoption 
and publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on request from Austin HRA for rezoning from a "B-2" 
Community Business District to an "R-2" Multi Family Residence District for property 
located in Bolcomb Addition.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, to move the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, for adoption of the 
first reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, to move the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Romo, for the adoption 
and publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Romo, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the Common 
Council to resolve into a Board of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on request from Austin HRA for a variance from City Code 
governing minimum front, rear and side yard setbacks in an "R-2" Multi Family Residence 
District for the construction of three 8-unit rental housing structures.  Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Hoium explained that the variances will provide for additional open space 
between the structures to be built and may have a healthier living environment for those 
occupying the rental units.  The variance on the south side will provide for adequate parking 
area depth for the vehicles from the 8 units to be constructed and the vehicles will not 
encroach over the public sidewalk.  Mr. Hoium also said that the front yard properties north 
of the area in question have a 25-foot allowance which would be the same as the front yard 
variance requested.  Jerry Vandeweerd, 204 4th Avenue SE, asked how far west the 
development would go.  Hoium replied that the east boundary of the hair salon would be the 
west boundary of the project.  Hoium also added that the southern portion of the area would 



 

3 

be for the use of a pedestrian trail and a grassy area is planned for the center area of the 
project.   
 
Chuck Peterson, 308 4th Avenue SE and owner of Shear Design (hair salon), has owned the 
property for 20 years and has seen various changes in the area.  Peterson said the neighbors 
are concerned with possible devaluation of property and how the project would affect them.  
He said that the rental units in the area have not been taken care of properly.  Neighbors are 
now concerned about parking issues, Peterson said.  And with the snow ordinance in effect, 
there is no off-street parking.  Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said that the total project 
does include two off-street parking lots.  Council Member Poppe asked if the project would 
take away some off-street parking spots.  Hoium replied that only one curb cut is to be put in 
near the hair salon.  He added that in all probability, more off-street parking would be 
available in terms in consideration of the lineal footage of curb to be put in.  Peterson said 
that he had had a deal with Rogers Industries to use part of their property for parking.  
Council Member Lang assured Peterson that the Council/staff would work with Peterson.  
Kermit Mahan of HRA also said that something could be worked out with possible access to 
the rear of his (Peterson's) building.  Mr. Hoium said that initially, part of Peterson's 
property was a single-family dwelling and that Peterson's property was in an I-1 district and 
was under a nonconforming use.  This means that there is not an excessive area to provide 
for off-street parking.  Hoium also said that this is an unrelated issue and that it should not 
be the City's or the HRA's responsibility to provide off-street parking for Peterson.  Council 
Member Lang asked Peterson if a meeting could be scheduled to work on his parking 
problem.  Hoium said he could schedule a meeting after the Council meeting. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
approve the aforesaid variance.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing scheduled for tonight's meeting was tabled by the Planning Commission 
for further review.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said the 
nonconforming use would include a sales floor area for cabinets and a cabinet shop area.  
Hoium received two responses to the request and neither had any concern.  The Planning 
Commission discussed possible screening and the possibility of excessive noise and odors.  
Hoium said that City legal staff would do more research on this request.  The City has 60 
days to respond to the petitioner. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Romo, for the Board of 
Adjustment and Appeals to adjourn itself back into a Common Council. 
 
Parks and Rec Director Denny Maschka presented a resolution to approve an agreement 
between the City and the DNR for a public access on the Mill Pond.  DNR would give 
$5,000 for this and it would be located between the auto and the pedestrian bridges.  The 
Parks and Rec Board has approved the agreement.  Council Member Poppe asked Maschka 
how big the boats could be.  City Attorney David Hoversten said that the City could restrict 
the size of boats and motors.  It was agreed that the agreement should be changed to read 
"the City shall restrict the boat size.  Moved by Council Member Romo, seconded by 
Council Member Poppe, to prepare the resolution.  Carried.  Moved by Council Member 
Romo, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt said resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
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Council Member Romo left at 6:25. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium presented a request to approve an 
appraisal and a possible sale of property to Catherine Guy, D.D.S.  Hoium said that the 
property discussed is between the Senior Citizens Center and the Austin Daily Herald 
building.  The area was used for off-street parking for the Senior Citizens Center but in 
reconfiguration, the area is not now necessary.  Council Member Poppe inquired about off-
street parking.  Hoium replied that because this property is in a B-3 District, off-street 
parking is exempt.  Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe 
to approve an appraisal and possible sale of Property to Guy.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, to 
prepare a resolution extending a vote of thanks to Tom Purcell for his faithful service as 
Council Member-at-Large for the City of Austin.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, to adopt 
said resolution.  5-0.     
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, to prepare a 
resolution extending a vote of thanks to Bob Dahlback for his faithful service as First Ward 
Council Member for the City of Austin.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, to adopt said 
resolution.  5-0.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to prepare a 
resolution extending a vote of thanks to Joanne Maxfield for her faithful service as Third 
Ward Council Member for the City of Austin.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt said 
resolution.  5-0. 
 
City Administrator Patrick McGarvey said that the Police Officers Union has reached a 
tentative settlement for a 3-year agreement for 1999-2001.  The settlement includes the 
following:   
1. Wages.  1999 - 2.5%; 2000 - 2.5%; 2001 - 3.0%.  Same as UAW and AEA. 
2. Insurance.  Employee pays $25.00 per month for dependent coverage.  

Same as UAW agreement and AEA. 
3. Longevity.  After 7 years - 2% 
  After 14 years - 3% 
4. If approved by Council, the agreement will be effective as of 1-1-99. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Chaffee, to approve the labor agreement.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member 
Penske, to prepare a resolution approving an agreement with Mower County 
for the City's responsibility of all maintenance of the I-90 pedestrian bridge.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member 
Penske, to adopt said resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Penske, 
approving the council committee appointments for 1999 - 2000.  The HRA 
appointment for Mickey Jorgenson was corrected from 2 years to 4 years, 
ending the first Monday in 2003.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
prepare a resolution receiving report and calling a hearing for street 
improvements on 4th Avenue SE for Monday, March 1, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
adopt said resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
prepare a resolution receiving report and calling a hearing for street 
improvements on 1st Drive NW for Monday, March 1, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
adopt said resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
prepare a resolution receiving report and calling a hearing for street 
improvements on 19th Street SW for Monday, March 1, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
adopt said resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
prepare a resolution receiving report and calling a hearing for street 
improvements on 3rd Avenue SW for Monday, March 1, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
adopt said resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
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George Brophy of DCA reported on a meeting with US West. 
 
Finance Committee meeting set for Tuesday, January 26 at 4:00. 
 
Airport Committee meeting set for January 25 at 4:00. 
 
Council Member-at-Large reminded staff/Council of holiday party on January 30. 
 
City Administrator Patrick McGarvey said that the Austin Medical Center at the Town 
Center has 11 full-time people and has asked to rent four spaces.  McGarvey asked Council 
to set a Street committee meeting to discuss the situation. 
 
Street Committee meeting set for January 25 at 4:30. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adjourn.  
Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  6:50 pm 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


