
 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
FEBRUARY 1, 1999 

5:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council Members 
Romo, Jorgenson, Penske, Poppe, Nordin and Lang.  

   
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News Media.  Public.    
 
 
 
An addition was made to the agenda to approve one part-time firefighter position. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving agenda.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Penske, approving the 
minutes of January 19, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Merrilyn Moetsch, newly hired Senior Accountant for the Finance Dept. greeted Council and told of 
her background. 
 
Sandra Lindquist, Director of the Senior Citizens Center spoke to Council on the Center.  Lindquist 
has been Director since June of 1998.  The Center has a membership of 850 at ages 55 and over.  An 
average month sees 1,333 people go through their doors for various activities - not including the 
various clubs and organizations that meet at the Center.  The Senior Center houses several programs 
including Share-a-Home and Heartland Express.  Lindquist reported that 60% of their funds are 
raised through fundraiser and like activities. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, second by Council Member Chaffee to approve the consent 
agenda.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on request from the Eastside Development Corporation for vacation of a 
street right-of-way in Palmers Addition.  Assistant City Engineer Dan Fick explained that this 
property had been replatted and now this vacation needs to be done to simply clear up the title. 
 
(Mayor Rietz announced that there would be only one motion, adopting a resolution, as of this 
meeting.  The motion to prepare a resolution is now no longer needed). 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Penske, to adopt a resolution 
appointing the following commissioners for the vacation:  Charlie Fawver - First Ward, David 
Bumgarner - Second Ward - and Jack McGrew - Third Ward.  Carried. 
 
City Administrator Pat McGarvey presented the Labor Agreement with the Austin Police 
Department Supervisors for 1999 - 2001 which has been approved and it is similar to previous 



 

2 

agreements with our other unions.  Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council 
Member Romo, accepting the contract.  Carried. 
 
With Austin Medical Center's Transcription Department moving into the Town Center, City 
Administrator Pat McGarvey presented a plan to authorize the leasing of up to eleven parking spaces 
in the new city parking lot on the south side of Third Avenue, east of First Street NE.  McGarvey 
said 11 people will be employed in the offices.  Six more employees may be added.  Most 
employees (7) will arrive early enough to use the 12-hour lots.  Four stalls are needed currently in 
the Usem Lot.  Council Member Penske mentioned that the City parking lot fee may be going up.  
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe approving the 
authorization of up to eleven parking spaces in this lot.  Carried. 
 
City Administrator Pat McGarvey presented a resolution to approve off-sale liquor for HyVee.  
McGarvey reported that all the paper work has been approved.  The City allows for 10 licenses of 
this kind of which this is number eight.  Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council 
Member Jorgenson, to adopt a resolution approving an off-sale liquor license for HyVee, Inc., 1001 
18th Avenue NW.  6-0.  Council Member Lang abstaining.  Carried. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Dan Fick presented a resolution ordering the preparation of a report on 
improvements for 12th Avenue NE (17th Street to 21st Street).  Fick said this is the first step that 
defines the process.  Council Member Lang stated that this road is an ongoing problem.  The 
solution will be hard and costly, Lang said, but the Council will be working diligently to solve it. 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, to adopt a resolution for 
the feasibility report on the improvements.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, to adopt a 
resolution setting a hearing for February 16, 1999 at 5:30 for rezoning as requested by the HRA 
from an "I-1" Limited Industrial District to an "R-2" Multi Family Residence District for property 
located in the Whittier Place Townhomes Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
adopt a resolution setting a hearing for February 16, 1999 at 5:30 for rezoning as requested 
by the HRA from an "R-2" Multi Family Residence District to an "A-1" Agriculture 
Recreation District for property located in the Whittier Place Townhomes Addition.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to set a hearing for 
February 16, 1999 at 5:30 p.m. to a change of nonconforming use as requested by James 
Baldus, 100 19th Street NW changing the existing grocery store located at 1920 5th Avenue 
NE to a cabinet shop.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Romo, seconded by Council Member Penske, approving the 
addition of one part-time firefighter.  Carried. 
 
Council Member Chaffee thanked City Administrator Pat McGarvey for negotiating 
contracts and for the winter party/Council retreat. 
 
Council Member Poppe requested and motion was made to change following Matters in 
Hand: 
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1. Change St. Paul Church study to Park and Rec and change date to 2-1-99. 
2. Remove 'review of vacation commissioners'. 
3. Change 'Police Department Officer staffing levels' to 'Review staffing patterns and 

levels and change date to 2-1-99. 
 
Environmental Services Committee meeting set for February 3 at 4:00 to discuss transfer 
station contract and wastewater treatment award program and other issues. 
 
Council Member Romo reported that the HRA will be holding elections next week and a 
new chairman will be elected then. 
 
Council Member Lang reported that all papers are in place for the Whittier Townhomes 
project. 
 
 
The DCA has changed the time of their meetings to the 3rd Tuesday of each month at noon.  
The DCA will be holding an annual meeting and this will take place in February or March.   
 
The CVB held their annual planning retreat last week. 
 
Mayor Rietz read a part of an editorial in the Austin Daily Herald lauding the Street 
Department's snow removal. 
 
A Council Work Session to discuss the I & M litigation with a League of Minnesota Cities 
attorney and Steve Hovey was planned for Thursday, February 4 at 7:00. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adjourn 
the meeting. 
  
Adjourned:  6:07 pm 
 
Approved:        
 
Mayor:        
 
City Recorder:        
 


