
 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
MARCH 1, 1999 

5:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
 Members Romo, Jorgenson, Penske, Poppe, Nordin and
 Lang. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News Media.  Public.    
 
 
Items #17 and 18, removing accumulated garbage at 1007 15th Avenue NE and approving 
bids and recommending approval of a new street sweeper, were added to the agenda.  
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
agenda.  Carried. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson requested the removing of the phrase " of which there is not 
enough" regarding the bleacher situation from page 3.  Moved by Council Member 
Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Penske, approving the minutes of February 16, 
1999.  Carried. 
 
Christine McArdle Rojo, the new library director, greeted the Council. 
Council recognized Gwen Volstad as receiving the highest designated award by the Public 
Housing Management of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Mary Ann Law, Director of the Parenting Resource Center and April Dvorak, Program 
Assistant and Ellis Middle School WORD students presented and explained this drug-free 
program/group. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the consent agenda.  Carried. 
 
Public hearings were held for the four proposed street projects.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
stated that when a street is assessed, it is supposed to last 35 years and if it does not last that 
long, adjacent property owners receive a partial credit.  This is the case for planned street 
improvements on 4th Avenue SE.  Assessed owners will be receiving approximately a 6/35 
credit.  City Engineer said that the City does not assess residents on a street that is widened 
greater than the normal 36 feet, nor does the City assess residents a higher cost if a street is 
built better structurally. 
 
Street improvements on 4th Avenue SE (from Ellis Middle School to T.H. 218, Project 1-A-
99: 
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Don Davies, 2000 4th Avenue SE, said he was speaking for several senior citizens and was 
concerned with inconveniences - especially with two daycares in the area.  City Engineer 
Jon Erichson said that this is one of the downfalls of doing street improvements.  Erichson 
said that at times people will not be able to access their driveways but it is the intention of 
the street department to keep the crossways clear as much as possible.  Erichson also said 
that working on half of the street at a time has proven difficult with Utilities.  Also, Erichson 
said it was more cost effective to get the job done quickly. 
 
Glen Jacobsen, 603 19th Street SW, spoke to Council saying that costs for street 
improvements should be readily determined and so there should be no reason to charge 
residents the bond interest rate plus 2%.  Jacobsen also stated that he believed the city 
should offer sidewalk repair especially, as in his case, the sidewalk has been damaged by a 
city tree.  Jacobsen also brought up the need for long-term parking for affected residents.  
City Engineer Jon Erichson replied that it is the policy of the city to repair sidewalks at cost 
if the owner chooses or the property owner may have a private contractor do the work.  
Because of the large volume, City costs are competitive.  Property owners can then roll the 
assessment on to their taxes if they so desire.  The city has the same policy for indrives.  
Also, the city has looked into parking during street improvements but there does not seem to 
be a problem.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adopt a 
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications and ordering 
advertisement for bids on Street Project 1-A-99.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Street improvement on 1st Drive NW (from North Main Street to 8th Place NW) Project 2-A-
99: 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said that this street will be made 44 feet wide, part to be made 
narrower, and part to be widened.  Estimated cost for the project is $475,000.  This project 
is planned to begin July 12 and end September 13.  The triangle area near the "Y" will be 
eliminated.  There will be a 2-way access on this road during construction.  Assessment will 
be $30-32 per linear foot for residential owners/$42-$44 per linear foot for business owners.  
Council Member Penske asked how much on average the City pays for street improvements.  
Erichson replied that adjacent property owners are assessed 25% on each side and the City 
pays for the 50% of the middle portion.  With the city's corner lot policy,  and the widening 
of some streets, etc., usually 65% is paid by the City and 35% assessed.  The state requires 
that cities assess at least 20% in order to use Improvement Bonds.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adopt a 
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications and ordering 
advertisement for bids on  Street Project 2-A-99.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Street improvement on 19th Street SW (from Oakland Avenue to 8th Avenue SW) Project 3-
A-99: 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said that the curb would be saved on this project and the 
concrete would be taken off and replaced with asphalt.  This project will include drain tile.  
Estimated cost of the project is $250,000.  Residents will be assessed $30-32 per linear foot. 
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt a 
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications and ordering 
advertisement for bids on Street Project 3-A-99.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Street improvement on 3rd Avenue SW (from 12th Street to 15th Street SW).  Project 4-A-99: 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said this project is similar to the 19th Street project; concrete 
pavement will be replaced by asphalt and curbs will be saved.  The project is planned to 
begin June 15 and be completed by August 15.   Residents will be assessed $30-32 per 
linear foot.  Residents also will receive a small credit due to the age of the street. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving 
Street Improvement 4-A-99.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on request from Austin Housing and Redevelopment for rezoning 
from "I-1" Limited Industrial District to "R-2" Multi Family Residence District for property 
in Bolcomb Addition.  The Planning Commission reviewed this request on February 9.  One 
issue of concern of a business owner, Charles Peterson, who hair salon is west of this 
property, was parking.  Peterson had had a parking arrangement with Roger Bastyr.  Staff 
and HRA have met with Peterson and it was decided that Peterson could provide parking on 
his current property.  Council Member Lang asked specifically how the parking issue would 
be corrected.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said that a 25-foot parcel 
will be developed on the back of the structure which could accommodate six parking stalls.  
Kyle Klaehn, owner of KK Specialty, Inc. at 309 3rd Avenue SE north of the property, asked 
council how this development would affect adjacent business owners.   Klaehn is concerned 
with especially two potential problems:  traffic problems and removing incompatible land 
uses.  Council Member Lang said that the situation with Charles Peterson was worked out 
and he believes that a meeting could resolve any problems.  Council Member Poppe 
expressed concern and asked how the council would be helping these owners.  Council 
Member-at-Large Chaffee said the council has been working on this piece of property - the 
Whittier School area -  for two years.   Chaffee said some neighbors are ecstatic that the area 
is being cleaned up.  Surrounding businesses may have to comply with ordinances.  Ron 
Lazure, property owner north of the property in question, asked if the project can go forward 
without rezoning.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said no, it could not. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, that the City 
Attorney prepare an ordinance for rezoning from an I-1 Limited Industrial District to an R-2 
Multi Family Residence District for property located  in Bolcomb Addition.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to move the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adopt the first 
reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to move the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, for the adoption 
and publication of the ordinance.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Public hearing was held on request from Austin Housing and Redevelopment for rezoning 
from an R-2 Multi Family Residence District to an A-1 Agriculture Recreation District for 
property located in Bolcomb Addition.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium 
said this rezoning is to accommodate a future municipal park area and a pedestrian trail.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the City 
Attorney to prepare an ordinance for rezoning from an R-2 Multi Family Residence District 
to an A-1 Agriculture Recreation District for property located in Bolcomb Addition.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption of the 
first reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  7-0.   Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the adoption 
and publication of the ordinance.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adopt a 
resolution approving exemptioin of subdivision regulations pursuant to City Code 13.40 as 
requested by Leo C. Hansen, 1407 7th Street SE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Recorder Tom Dankert presented a resolution to approve the gambling premises permit 
renewal for Grand Meadow Jaycees at Lefty's bar.  These gambling premises permits must 
be renewed every two years and 80% of their pulltabs must be donated within the City's 
trade area, defined as twelve miles from City Hall.  This organization has donated $22,000 
in the last year.  Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded Council Member Nordin, to 
adopt said resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Administrator Pat McGarvey presented a resolution approving off-sale liquor license 
for Rainbow Foods.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee asked how many licenses are left.  
One license is still available.  Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council 
Member Jorgenson, to adopt said resolution.  6-0.  Council Member Lang abstaining. 
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Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving the 
Greater Minnesota Cities Labor Relations Subscriber Service Agreement for March 15, 
1999 through March 14, 2000.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Romo, approving the 
annual salary for the City Attorney effective 1-1-99 and 1-1-2000.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
removal of garbage accumulation at 1007 15th Avenue NE.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson has submitted bids (attached) for a new street sweeper, with the 
recommendation to purchase the Athey Bottom Dump at $121,989.36.  Council Member 
Poppe asked Erichson if this was his pick.  Erichson said it would be nice to have a High 
Dump which would give the flexibility of running a dump attached to the sweeper.  But 
since Austin is fairly compact, there wasn't a big need for this and so recommends the 
Bottom Dump.  Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Chaffee to approve the purchase.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson announced that there would be an informational meeting on 12th 
Avenue NE and notices would be mailed. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson said that the CVB Board would like to meet with the full 
council, probably prior to a council meeting. 
 
Council Member Nordin expressed the need for a transportation system, especially at night 
after the bars close.  Council Member Jorgenson  said that Heartland Express has applied for 
grants for additional buses. 
 
Finance/Personnel Committee-Council Work Session set for Wednesday, March 10 from 
7:00 - 9:00 pm. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee requested some publicity to residents regarding building 
permits.  Chaffee also requested the public to do something with the dogs. 
 
The annual audit will begin on Monday, March 8.   
 
The Homeownership Board would meet on Wednesday, March 3 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member  Lang, to adjourn.  
Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  7:05  
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
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City Recorder:        


