
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 21, 1999 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Romo,  Jorgenson, Penske, Poppe, Nordin and 
Lang.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News Media.  Public.    
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
minutes of June 7, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Penny Nolta read a letter to Council objecting to illegal aliens in Austin.  Council Member 
Poppe recommended a League of Women Voters program in October on cultural diversity.  
Ms. Nolta noted some garbage accumulation in her neighbor's yard.  Mayor Rietz and 
Council Member Poppe said that the City could do something about garbage accumulation.  
Ms. Nolta then brought up complaints of urinating in the yard.  Council Member Romo 
offered to talk to her neighbors and correct some matters.  Council Member Lang assured 
Ms. Nolta that he would be looking into the problem the next day.  Lang said that the City 
could deal with problems as long as they know about them.  Ms. Nolta mentioned garbage 
accumulation in the neighbor's yard.  Council Member Lang said that Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Craig Hoium could do something about the situation. 
 
Community Service Officer Elizabeth Schroeder and newly promoted Sergeant John Mueller 
and Detective Dave Schafer greeted Council. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 
Licenses: 
 Hotel/Motel:  AmericInn Motel & Suites, 1700 8th Street NW 
 Tree Removal:  Nelson Treecare, 800 South Park St., Fairmont, MN  
 Sign:  Schad-Tracy Signs, Inc., 325 Main St., PO Box 357, Oronoco, MN 
 Excavation:  BINC CO dba Binkley Equipment Co., 65159-200th St, Elkton 
 Temporary Food:  Austin Jaycees for Mill Pond, July 4 
         Cal Abuhaikal dba Greek Foods, Inc. for SPAM TOWN Festival  
 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Austin Jaycees at Mower County Fair, Aug. 10-15 
    Austin Jaycees for downtown, July 2 & July 4 
            Food:  Patricia Ray & Gretchen Ramlo dba Parkside Pete's, Worlein Plaza 
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Claims: 

(a) Financial and Investment Reports. 
(b) Pre-list of Bills.  
(c) Jodine Grimm, 200 1st Avenue NE, Apt. 911A, referred to the City Attorney to 

protect the City's interest. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adjourn the 
Common Council into a Board of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
Public hearing held on a variance from City Code governing the corner side yard setback in 
an "R-1" Single Family Residence District requested by Howard and Maxine Johnson, 2100 
5th Avenue NW.  The request is for a larger (30 x 32') detached garage.  The petitioner 
would like to build the garage closer to the property line to allow for more yard space.   
 
Ken Tribbett, 502 22nd Street NW, asked why the proposed garage was so big as opposed to 
the normal 24' x 24' garage size.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said the 
limitation for this structure is 1000 s.f.  Mr. Hoium also clarified that the existing garage 
would be removed. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to approve 
the variance request.  Carried. 
 
Public hearing held on a variance from City Code requiring the total area of all accessory 
structures to be no more than 1000 square feet in an "R-1" Single Family Residence District 
as requested by Jay A. Carlson, 1608 16th Street SW.  The request is a 592 s.f. variance for a 
proposed 10' x 12' accessory.  A 472 s.f. similar variance was petitioned for and approved on 
October 16, 1995 for an addition to a detached garage on the property.  The proposed 
structure's use is for a playhouse and storage.  The lot coverage after the structure is built 
would be 22% as opposed to the required 40% in this area.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval 4-1.  Council Member Penske asked Mr. Hoium the reasoning 
behind the nay vote.  Mr. Hoium replied he wasn't sure but it could be because the structure 
was already constructed and put in place prior to the variance request.  Council Member 
Penske also asked about Outlot 2 to the west of the property.  Mr. Hoium said that it is 
currently undeveloped but would most likely be developed in the future.  Council Member 
Poppe commented that the structure doesn't take up the whole property, although from the 
street it looks as if it does.  Council Member Poppe also requested that the media remind the 
public about variances.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee reminded people to get their 
required permits.  Council Member Poppe asked Mr. Hoium if he had any negative 
responses to the request.  Mr. Hoium replied that someone had mentioned vehicles in the 
street on the opposite side of the road.  Also, he said, there was a question on a schedule to 
complete the siding on the detached garage. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Penske, to approve the 
variance request.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Penske, to adjourn the 
Board of Adjustment and Appeals into a Sign Board of Appeals.  Carried. 
 
The Planning Commission requested a sign appeal for the Target/Rainbow Foods 
development site.  The request is for signs to be permitted on building sides that do not face 
a public street.  This request involves any proposed buildings on Lots 4, 5, 6 and the retail 
businesses between Target and Rainbow Foods on Lot 3. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the sign appeal on exterior walls which may not face a public right-of-way in a 
"B-2" Community Business District requested by the Austin Planning Commission.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adjourn the 
Sign Board of Appeals back into a Common Council.  Carried. 
 
Motor Supply Co., 507 1st Street NW, has appealed to the off-street parking requirements.  
The business will be adding a machine shop to its facility which would require 64 parking 
stalls; the petitioner is requesting 30 stalls and also has a landscaping plan.  The Planning 
Commission recommended approval with the condition of the landscaping. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
appeal to off-street parking requirements in a "B-3" Central Business District requested by 
Motor Supply Co.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, adopting 
a resolution to approve the Indemnification Agreement relating to the sale of property to 
Catherine Guy.    This is a technical title requirement which states that Thomson 
Newspapers have a right to release the quit claim deed.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Paul Donna of Springsted presented a resolution authorizing the issuance and sale of 
$630,000 General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 1999B with the recommendation 
of a July 19 bid-taking.   
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting the aforementioned resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
street closing requests for SPAM TOWN USA Festival.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
removal of garbage accumulation at 911 12th Avenue NE, Judy and Robert Hebl.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson reviewed the bids received for sanitary sewer and water main 
construction for three projects.  Lee Hansen was the low bidder.  Acceptance of the bid is 
contingent on Austin Utilities approval.  Council Member Penske asked what the Utilities 
portion is.  Mr. Erichson thought it was about 30%.  
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Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution to award the bid for sanitary sewer and water main construction for three projects.  
Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson advised the Council regarding a $50,000 matching funds Mighty 
Ducks grant with the following options.  1.) Take action to decline the grant and notify the 
Amateur Sports Commission by July 1, 1999.  2.) Request that the Amateur Sports 
Commission allow the City of Austin to purchase locker room equipment to be used in the 
new facility. Council Member Lang said that the City should proceed with this plan because 
it shows that the City is willing to work with the County regarding the new arena. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution to write a letter of intent to the County and the Amateur Sports Commission to 
allow the City of Austin to purchase locker room equipment to be used in a new multi-
purpose arena, funded from the Mighty Ducks grant.  7-0.  Carried 
 
Report of Commissioners Relative to the Vacation of Street Right-of-Way in Kenevan and 
King's Addition requested by Lynette Groh was received by Council. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving a gambling premises permit for Outreach Six Acres at The Cavern.  7-
0.  Carried. 
 
Finance/Personnel Committee meeting set for July 6 at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Airport meeting set for June 29, 1:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
 
Ordinance Committee meeting set for July 6 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
July 15 is the Mower County League of Minnesota Cities meeting at the Ruby Rupner 
Auditorium at the Hormel Nature Center, sponsored by the City of Austin. 
 
Street Committee meeting set for June 28 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee noted that residents should be trimming bushes on corner 
properties. 



 

5 

Council Member Romo announced that donations for transporting the murder victim's body 
back to Mexico is through the Castillo Memorial Fund and should be sent to Roberto Romo. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin to adjourn. 
 
 
Adjourned:  6:50 p.m. 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


