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M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 6, 1999 

5:30 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
 Members Romo, Penske, Poppe, Nordin and Lang.  
  
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Council Member Jorgenson. 
      
OTHERS PRESENT: Public.  Officers Clennon and Mindrup.  Media.  Rich Osness.  

Penny Nolta.  Lamen Johnson. 
 
Item 20 added to the agenda:  Request feasibility report for decorative lighting. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Penske, 
adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Penske , seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the minutes of June 21, 1999.  
Carried. 
 
Newly hired officers Todd Clennon and Jason Mindrup addressed Council. 
 
Rich Osness, 2500 5th Avenue SW, spoke to Council regarding Courtyard I and proposed 
Courtyard II.  Mr. Osness said the concept for these projects is morally wrong and that it won't 
work to solve the problem.  Osness said the Courtyard I is heavily tax subsidized and causes 
money to be taken from the lower class to pay for the higher class.  No City taxes are paid, 
according to Osness and the management is paid by an entity of the City, the HRA.  Osness also 
said Courtyard I and II discourages private investment and ultimately causes higher rents and 
lower value of all buildings.  Council did not comment. 
 
Penny Nolta publicly thanked Mayor Rietz and Council Member Lang for their efforts regarding 
the illegal alien issue.   
 
Lamen Johnson, 1001 12th Avenue NE, spoke regarding dog problems with his neighbor and also 
regarding the smell from the Hormel Foods Co. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the consent agenda: 
 
Licenses: 
 
  One-day gambling: St. Edward's Church, 2001 2nd Ave. NW for August 5, 1999 
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    St. Edward's Church, 2001 2nd Ave. NW for Sept. 2, 1999 
  Temporary gambling:  Austin Jaycees at Fairgrounds, August 10 - 14, 1999 
  Novelty machine owner:  Superior Vending, 6480 318th St., Cannon Falls,MN 
  Sign:  Kristi Frank dba Art-n-Sign, 1801 West Fir, Fergus Falls, MN 
  Food:  Patricia Kraske dba Chatham Street Café, 200 1st St. NE, Austin, MN  55912 
 Temporary Food:  Order of Eastern Star for July 29, 1999 
 Soliciting:  Chris Marquez dba The Southwestern Co. - educational guides       
 
Claims: 
 

a. Pre-list of bills.  
b. James Witt, 1901 7th Avenue SE, referred to the City Attorney to protect the City's 

interest. 
 
Public hearing held on the planned use of funds from the Mn PERA to the Austin Police 
and Fire Departments.  These are refunds from the now overfunded accounts.  Police 
deparment plans the purchase of three police vehicles per year and funds for potential 
upgrades of a new dispatch system/facility.  Fire department also will fund a new fire 
dispatch system/facility and the remaining assets will be set aside to fund in part a burn 
tower and training facility for the region, with appropriate state and regional funding 
support.  Mayor Rietz asked the audience if anyone wished to speaks.  No comments. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Romo, to adopt the 
resolution for the planned use of merged police and fire accounts.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Public hearing held on sidewalk repair in various parts of Austin.  City Engineer reviewed 
the process for sidewalk repair and assessment.   
 
Dorothy Sullivan, 508 16th Street SW, told Council she could not get anyone to fix her 
sidewalk.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said that it would be fine if she were to replace her 
sidewalk or "mudjack" her sidewalk by the middle of August or the first of September.   
 
Carol King, 705 7th Avenue NW, stated that the condition of the sidewalks was poor all 
over.  King thought that the council members should walk their wards to report sidewalks 
in poor condition. 
 
Council Member Lang said the overall sidewalk repair was not in the budget anymore and 
if citizens have a complaint about a particular sidewalk, he/she should notify the City.  
Council Member Lang also said that the Council should look at this item for the budget 
again.  Lang asked how much in claims the City is paying out. 
 
Council Member Penske asked City Engineer Jon Erichson how much of a time 
commitment it would take to walk the entire city.  Erichson said it would be an 
overwhelming task and not a popular task since many people are not for it. 
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Council Member-at-Large Chaffee stated he thought that walkers could notify the City. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications and ordering 
advertisement for bids for the repair of sidewalks.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving a 
street closing during the evenings of July 30 and 31 for Relay for Life.  Street to be closed 
is Main Street from 5th Place to the intersection of 7th Place.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adopt a 
resolution setting a hearing for July 19, 1999 for a rezoning of property owned by Bruce 
Baudler and Trails End Holdings, LLC from an "R-1" Single Family Residential District 
to a "B-2" Community Business District at property located at 1400 4th Street NW.  6-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Penske, setting a 
hearing for July 19, 1999 for a 2' 6" variance from the City Code minimum side yard 
setback requirement of 5" in an "R-1" Single Family Residential District for the 
construction of a 24' x 26' attached garage requested by Scott Everson, 1805 3rd Avenue 
SW.  Carried. 
 
Moved  by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Penske, setting a 
hearing for July 19, 1999 for a change of an existing conditional use permit from a 
plumbing and heating business to a hair salon on property located in an "R-2" Multi-
Family Residential District at 910 2nd Avenue SW requested by Michael and Jan 
O'Connor.   
 
Finance Director Tom Dankert presented a resolution amending the investment interest 
policy providing for the distribution of interest to the Walter Wienke estate account cash 
balances without discounting for the allocation to the building fund.  Since 1993, the 
investment policy is to reserve the first 45% for the building fund, with some exceptions.  
The library has received a donation of nearly $900,000 and its board has requested that 
the interest would be exempt from this policy and be kept in its own account. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the 
aforementioned resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin and the Austin Associates Organization has agreed upon a contract for 
1999 through 2001 which includes wage increases of 2.5% for 1999, 2.5% for 2000 and 
3.0% for 2001, and all but $25.00 per month for the cost of the dependent monthly 
premium. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting the 
resolution approving the AAO contract.  6-0.  Carried. 
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The Final Resolution and Confirmation of Report of Commissioners for the Kenevan and 
King's Addition was presented.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium added 
that the Grohs must provide a survey and this must be added to the resolution. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Penske, adopting 
aforesaid resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
payment to vacation commissioners for Lynette Groh.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution calling a hearing for Monday, August 16, 1999 on request from Astrup Drug at 
the Sterling Shopping Center for vacation of a public right-of-way.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution calling a hearing for Monday, August 16, 1999 on request from the City of 
austin, the Housing and Redevelopment Authority and St. Olaf Hospital for vacation of 
public right-of-way at 4th Street and 1st Drive NW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson spoke on the 18th Avenue NW traffic situation.  Six months 
ago, the City began a traffic study with the County since the street is a County road.  
Meetings were conducted with property owners which led to a deadlock situation.  
Significant state funds are expected but not until 2002.  The City proposes interim 
modifications which include relocating the mall entrance to the east side of Indy Lube , a 
limited Cash Wise access and stoplights.  Mayor Rietz asked Erichson if the project 
would be completed this summer.  Erichson said it would if adjacent property owners 
concur.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee agreed that the problem needed to be 
addressed right away.  Council Member Lang thanked the Engineering Department and 
Jon Erichson for their work.  
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting a resolution approving the interim modifications for 18th Avenue NW.  6-0.  
Carried. 
 
Item #19, Sale of City property in the Northeast Industrial Park has been tabled to August 
2, 1999 for a required full Council approval. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson asked for Council's approval to request a feasibility report for 
decorative lighting on the following streets:  10th Avenue NE from 9th to 10th Street, 10th 
Street NE from 2nd to 4th Avenue, and 1st Drive NW from 4th Avenue to 5th Place.  
 
Moved by Council Member Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving aforesaid resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
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Finance meeting set for July 14 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Parks and Rec meeting set for July 12 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Council Member-at-Large reported that the Airport Committee had met with relocation 
specialists within the last two weeks.  The top three companies have been chosen in the 
following order:  ACSG, WD Schock, and Wilson Development. 
 
Adjourned:  6:58 p.m. 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


