MINUTES
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING
AUGUST 16, 1999
5:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-L arge Chaffee, Council Members
Romo, Jorgenson, Penske, Poppe, Nordin and Lang.

OTHERS PRESENT: News Media Public.

Moved by Council Member-at-L arge Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
agenda. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the minutes of
August 2, 1999. Carried.

Mary Weisreceived the City art award and check for $500 for her rendering of an American flag.
Ms. Weis received the award in 1991 for a depiction of meat cutting also.

Linnea Burtch, representing the Citizens of Oakland Park (CO-OP), 716 - 37" Street SW, relayed
continued problems with the mobile home park's new owners. Ms. Burtch specifically noted no
storm shdlter at the park. Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium stated that he and
Council Member Jeanne Poppe had met with the owners and the Co-op's attorney in July regarding
permitted land uses including a storm shelter and the placing and anchoring of the mobile homes.
Mr. Hoium said he had seen some response but not all issues have been resolved. Ms. Burtch
referred to an abandoned trailer that had sat for along time with garbage underneath it. Mr. Hoium
told her he would need an address and could investigate. In this particular instance, Hoium said, no
one claimed ownership so there was some legal action that needed to be taken before the home could
be removed. City Administrator Patrick McGarvey said that the Department of Health is responsible
for the mobile homes. Ms. Burtch replied that someone from that department would be visiting the
park soon. Council Member Poppe said that indeed there are a number of problems, some to be
solved through the City with the help of Mr. Hoium and some to be taken up with the attorney
general. Ms. Poppe encouraged Ms. Burtch to pursue the issues in those directions. Ms. Poppe also
commended the CO-OP for their unified volunteer efforts.

Francis Skinness, 2001 11" Avenue NE, spoke to Council regarding inadequate drainage from the
river and East Side Lake. Mr. Skinness noted Vera Carney's backyard, which has been flooded four
times, thisyear. City Engineer Jon Erichson said the project had awarded the bid and has been
scheduled to start on August 18. Mr. Erichson also noted that pipes from the project would only
extend 300 - 350 feet. Mr. Erichson said that accel eration rate of run-off will always impact
something, but that the City triesto create the least impact. Mr. Erichson mentioned the recent grant
to study East Side Lake and the possibility of draining the lake; however, the lake would fill again
unless the drainage from above would be managed.



Public hearing was held on request from the City, the HRA and St. Olaf Hospital for vacation of
public right-of-way at 4™ Street and 1% Drive NW. Mr. Erichson explained that thisis dueto the
realignment of 4" Street and 1% Drive project which requires the vacation of certain portions of the
alley and 1* Drive. Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to
adopt the resolution to proceed with the vacation and to appoint the following commissioners:
Charles Fawver - First Ward; David Bumgarner - Second Ward; and Mahlon Krueger - Third Ward.
7-0. Carried.

City Administrator Pat McGarvey presented the ranking of the grant requests to the Hormel
Foundation:

No. 1 Multi-purpose arena $350,000
No. 2 Austin/Mower County Joint

Homeownership Assistance Program $ 25,000
No. 3 Skate park (Park and Rec) $ 25,000
No. 4 8 canoes, repair of existing canoe trailer,

Repair of existing canoe trailer, 12 life
jackets, 12 youth canoe paddles, and replace

brush mower witha7' mower  (Nature Center) $ 10,179
No.5 Smoke detectors and batteries $ 2,500
No. 6 Portable stage (Park and Rec) $ 61,000
Total for Six Grant Requests $473,679

Mr. McGarvey aso stated that it was determined that the funds for the rental of a burn building
requested by the fire department could be obtained from the current budget.

Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-L arge Chaffee, adopting a
resolution approving the rank and filing of the City of Austin requests for grantsto the Hormel
Foundation for the year 2000. 7-0. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving an unpaid
leave of absence for Don Busse. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a
resolution calling a hearing for Monday, September 20 on request from Dr. Paul E. Morreim for
vacation of public right-of-way. 7-0. Carried.

City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a request for approval of the 1999 fall leaf collection
program. Five siteswould again be available. The City will advertise with the County, and the
siteswill be open four weekends starting one week later than usual and the fourth would extend
into November. Hours of operation will be 8:00 - 6:00 pm on Saturdays and 11:00 - 6:00 pm on
Sundays. Commercial haulers will be allowed to use the Cook Farm at a $25 fee.

Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, approving
the request. Carried.

City Engineer Jon Erichson asked Council for approval to replace the existing truck sanitary
sewer lines behind the Eaglesto Driesner Park due to frequent flooding. The change order isin



the amount of $22,500 and would realign and elevate six or seven manholes. Funding would
come from the annual $100,000 of collection reserves in the Sewer User Fund.

Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the request.
Carried.

City Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium requested Council to approve an extension
of completion for Carriage Homes Development. City Attorney David Hoversten stated that the
City has no responsihility, right or privilege in construction of additional units or in definition of
current construction. The City should give awritten notice stating a reasonabl e time to correct
defaults within atimeframe. |If the contractor does not comply, Hoversten said the City could
compl ete the construction itself or sue the contractor at that time.

Jaye Adams, 1709A Carriage Home Drive, stated that if the City gives an extension to the

devel oper, the devel oper wouldn't do the work. Ms. Adams said the City is alowing the
misconduct by the developer by not enforcing anything. Ms. Adams spoke of building permits
expired, roofs leaking and siding that istoo short. Ms. Adams claimed the developer has not seen
enough interest in Austin and has concentrated effortsin other communities. Planning and
Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said he met with the construction site superintendent and
some associ ation members and is doing what he can do. City Attorney Hoversten reemphasized
the City has no responsibility, right or privilege in this situation and advised Ms. Adamsto
consult an independent counsel. Hoversten also stated that under a Devel oper's Agreement, the
City requires aletter of credit or abond for certain public improvements or internal
improvements, including electrical, water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer because these are done
in advance and the City expends money. Mr. Hoversten said that the City has no authority to post
bond for ensuring that the work gets done. Mr. Hoium said he would check into the building
permits and their dates, stating that the permits are valid for 180 days and if the complete project
ceases, then they must reapply. Mr. Hoium also stated that it is the general contractor's
responsibility for notifying of inspection upon completion. Hoium said the City can work with
inspection issues but no with general workmanship.

Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to approve the
extension of the developer's agreement. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a
resol ution approving exemption to subdivision requirements as requested by Gary Hendrikson.
7-0. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded Council Member Nordin, approving the agreement
with Groh and Fox Electric for 4" Avenue/10™ Street NE improvements. Carried.

City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a request from the Austin Utilities for an electrical
transmission line on Mill Pond Bridge. Mr. Erichson said the conduit system would be
underneath and in the center of the bridge and would not impact the structure. Erichson also
stated that galvanized pipe would be used so it would be difficult to see the pipes. City
Administrator Pat McGarvey asked Erichson if thisisa part of the project to remove the line
north of the pond. Erichson replied that it is. Erichson also assured Council Member Romo and
Council that it is a safe and common practice for part of a bridge construction. Mayor Rietz
expressed aesthetic concerns and asked if Council would like it referred to committee.



Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to refer the matter to the
Council Street Committee. Carried.

Ordinance Committee set for Wednesday, August 25 at 4:00 p.m. to include discussion on
premises permit and aboveground tank requirements ordinance.

Finance/Budget meeting set for Monday, August 30 from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

CVB: Council Member Jorgenson reported that Jeanne Sheehan has requested from the County a
five-cent per capitaincrease ($1,870) for the Southern Minnesota Tourist Association.

Fire Department and Public Safety Committee to meet Friday, September 3 at 4:00.
Environmental Services Committee to meet Wednesday, September 8 at 4:00.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium announced that Intern Marty Schultz' last day
would be August 25 and expressed appreciation for hiswork.

Marty Schultz announced a presentation on Heritage Preservation for Wednesday, August 25 at
2:00 p.m. in the Town Center conference room. Heritage Preservation Specialist Michael Koop
from the Minnesota Historical Society will give a presentation on the pros and cons to Council,
the Planning Commission and downtown business owners.

Fire Chief Dan Wilson will hold a"Community Conversation" on Thursday, August 19 regarding
City and local Y 2k efforts.

City Administrator Pat McGarvey suggested the Council pass a motion to approve proposal from
Flaherty and Associates for professional assistance for legislative services on the year 2000 State
Bond bill requests from Austin.

Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving the assistance.
Carried.

Adjourned: 6:50 p.m.

Approved:

Mayor:

City Recorder:
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