
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

OCTOBER 4, 1999 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
 Members Romo, Jorgenson, Penske, Poppe, Nordin and
 Lang. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           KAUS, Austin Daily Herald, Austin Post Bulletin, Kermit 

Mahan   
 
 
Item #14 removed from the agenda:  approving an ordinance amending City Code 
addressing the minimum spacing of manufactured homes within "R-M" Residential Mobile 
Home Districts.  Added to the agenda:  Gambling premises permit renewal for the Moose 
Lodge. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
minutes of September 20, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz recognized Dan Conradt and KAUS.  The Minnesota Energy Managers 
recently gave the award to the radio station for its coverage of the June 27th storm of 1998. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium has recommended that the request for food 
license by Donald Broskoff dba A Farmer's Dairy and Deli, 1100 E. Oakland Ave. be 
removed from the consent agenda because the property is in a flood plain. Mr. Broskoff 
stated that the state inspector, John Hawk, thinks the building is adequate with some 
adjustments made to the building.  Mr. Hoium stated that because the restaurant has been 
unused for more than twelve months, the building falls under restrictions for flood plains 
and must follow all requirements of the code.  Mayor Rietz and Council Member Lang said 
they would like to see this building (the former Kentucky Fried Chicken building) used and 
would discuss what options are available. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the consent agenda minus the food license request.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, setting a hearing 
for Monday, October 18 for a variance from City Code governing minimum rear yard 
setback in an "R-1" Single Family Residence District as requested by Kathryn and Carl 
Gerlach, 701 5th Avenue SW.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a hearing 
for Monday, October 18 for a preliminary plat review of property to be known as "Southgate 
5th Addition".  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson recommended downtown parking permit requests.  Six stalls 
have been freed up from C&M in the Nemitz parking lot.  Four of these stalls would be used 
by Mayo who had been using four stalls in the Usem parking lot.  Two of the stalls would be 
used by Granle's.  The requests have been approved by the Street Committee. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
parking permits.  Carried. 
 
The Street Committee has recommended that 50 stalls at Riverside Arena parking lot be 
used for Mayo commuting.  Previously, the commuters had used the Austin Airport parking 
lot, but the program has expanded and more space is needed. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson , seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
use of the Arena for Mayo commuting.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving a 
stop sign at West Oakland Avenue & 25th Street.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson reported on approximately 15 parcels bordered by 19th Street 
NW, 7th Avenue NW and I-90 which are being considered for annexation and extension of 
the sanitary sewer and water.  An informational meeting was held with some interest in 
annexation but residents had questions with regard to cost.  Each parcel would be assessed 
approximately $20,000 for sanitary sewer and water – a somewhat higher figure due to the 
number of parcels to be serviced.  It is the recommendation of the Street Committee to 
request the feasibility report. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
request for the feasibility report for the extension of sanitary sewer and water for Norman 
Park Addition.  Carried. 
 
The Target development has been completed, and the Agreement requires a Certificate of 
Completion.  All points on the City's part have been completed.  Austin Utilities is waiting 
on approval of some easements.  City Engineer Jon Erichson recommends approving the 
Certificate of Completion contingent on the Utility Board's approval.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin 
approving the Certificate of Completion contingent on the Utility Board's approval.  Carried. 
 
One goal of the development of TIF District 10 was the purchase of the Wold Drug Store.  
The building has been appraised by Reinartz, and the purchase of the building has been 
approved by the Finance Committee.  Council Member Lang questioned whether it was the 
intent of the City to sell the property for private development.  Mayor Rietz said it was. 
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Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang approving the 
purchase.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving a gambling premises permit renewal application for the Moose Lodge.  
7-0.  Carried. 
 
HRA:  Council Member Lang reported that Phase II is coming along and ground will be 
broken for this project in spring, hopefully. 
 
Finance meeting set for 8:45 a.m. on Wednesday, October 13. 
 
Bike Committee Meeting set for Monday, October 11 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Environmental Services Committee has reviewed the new theater construction and the sewer 
line. The Committee will allow the construction with the following conditions: 
 
1. A structural analysis of the pipe and footing loads be calculated to determine if the pipe 

would need to be reinforced. 
2. Televise the line to ensure and establish the condition of the line prior to construction. 
3. If the City of Austin wishes to discontinue the public use of the sanitary sewer line from 

18th Avenue South to I-90 during the reconstruction of 18th Avenue, the City of Austin 
will construct, at the City's expense, a sanitary sewer line that will direct the sanitary 
sewer east on 18th Avenue versus south through the mall property.  The line running 
through the mall would become a private line.  This project would require a feasibility 
report to determine if it would work. 

4. This agreement would require the mall to cooperate in the relocation of the Younkers' 
driveway as outlined in a previous memo from Mower County. 

 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting a resolution approving the proposed Agreement between the City and the Oak Park 
Mall owner.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Park and Rec will be touring various community centers in the Cities on Tuesday, October  
12. 
 
Council Member Romo expressed his thanks to all and his wishes to see everyone in the 
future.  
 
Don Lenz reported on Fire Prevention Week and the Fire Department's open house will be 
Saturday from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
 
City/Utilities Open House will be Wednesday, October 6 from 12:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
The employee breakfast will be Wednesday, October 13 from 7:00 – 8:30. 
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Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution extending a vote of appreciation to Roberto Romo for his dedicated service as 
First Ward Council Member.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz presented Council Member Romo with a key to the city. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, to 
adjourn.  Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  6:15 p.m. 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


