
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

NOVEMBER 1, 1999 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
 Members Fedson, Jorgenson, Penske, Poppe, and Lang. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Council Member Nordin     
     
OTHERS PRESENT:           KAUS, Austin Daily Herald, Austin Post Bulletin, residents of 

"The Mission", Sal Espe, Beth Johnson, Linnea Burtch 
 
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the appointment of  Neil Fedson as First Ward Council Member.  Carried. 
 
An oath of office was taken by First Ward Council Member Neil Fedson. 
 
Items added to the agenda:  Approval for a street closing for "Christmas in the City".  
Approval of junk removal from 1808 1st Avenue SE. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Penske, 
approving the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
minutes of October 18, 1999; October 25, 1999; and October 29, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Ernesto Cantu was recognized and greeted the Council.  Mr. Cantu had been a part-time 
Community Service Officer and has been re-hired as a full-time Community Service 
Officer. 
 
Linnea Burtch of Oak Park Mobile Home Park spoke to Council regarding the park.  A 
garage at the park was built in October of '95 with a permit and no one from the City has 
come out to inspect it.  Ms. Burtch told Council that about 75 people who have not signed 
the lease have received letters of eviction notice from the owner, Betty Peterson.  Ms. 
Burtch also said she had received a letter from John Hawk regarding the storm shelter. 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said he was not familiar with the garage 
that hadn't been inspected but said requested inspections do need to be called in, that it is the 
responsibility of the homeowner or contractor.  City Attorney David Hoversten stated the 
eviction notices were about a private, contractual problem.  Mr. Hoversten did say the 
residents and landlord have legal rights under rights of tenants/rights of landlords and that 
the matter may be litigated in district court.  Regarding the storm shelter, Mr. Hoium said he 
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had talked with John Hawk who had said some changes need to be made and that he would 
visit with Mr. Hoium so that both could look at the shelter together.  Mr. Hoium has not 
heard back from Mr. Hawk. 
 
Marco Lopez, unknown address, spoke to Council regarding "The Mission", a temporary 
agency that has brought workers into the area for work and housing.  Mr. Lopez stated that 
the water was not drinkable, no stoves were there and there was not enough food.  Mr. 
Lopez also said the agency offered one month rent free which was not given.  Mr. Hoium 
clarified that the housing is on the property of the old Stardust hotel, out of the City's 
jurisdiction.  Beth Johnson, 24248 – 538th Street and manager of The City Limits apartment 
complex, noted concerns about the building also.  Ms. Johnson said the room is no more 
than 800 s.f. of space but holds 20 bunk beds with no dressers, no linens and, she believed, 
one toilet.  Ms. Johnson hoped to speak with Bobbie Goebel of Metro Temp, the temporary 
agency, who was not at the Council meeting.  Ms. Johnson had spoken with Daryl Franklin, 
County Planner.  Mayor Rietz said this was a County issue and she would also speak with 
Mr. Franklin and County Commissioner Cummings. 
 
Sal Espe, 1705 25th Street SW, spoke to Council regarding problems with the Carriage 
Homes developer.  Mr. Espe noted Carriage Homes has not lived up to its agreement with 
the City of Austin.  Mr. Espe noted several items of complaint:  Carriage Homes has cut 
trees where they said they would not.  Mr. Espe noted drainage problems, particularly in the 
back of the houses.  Evergreen trees were to be planted for a buffer and have not been 
planted yet.  Crabgrass continues to be a problem.  Mr. Espe also said his road was dusty 
and hoped blacktopping for the area would be included in next year's projects.  Planning and 
Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium said he had met with the developer and has a schedule 
for several items to be done in the near future.  The schedule includes tree planting, sodding, 
landscaping and some siding and roofing.  Mr. Hoium is to meet with Mr. Espe regarding 
his personal drainage problems. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda. 
 
Licenses: 
 Cigarette:  Tobacco Bell, 1700 17th Street  NW 
Claims: 
         Pre-list of bills. 

a. Edith G. Morey, Pickett Place, 808 1st Drive NW, referred to the City Attorney 
to protect the City's interest. 

Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on a request by Len Astrup, Astrup's for a street vacation in 
Sterling Place 4th Addition.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said Astrup's hoped to remodel and 
open up an entrance onto 1st Avenue. 
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution to proceed with the vacation and appointing the following commissioners:  
Charles Fawver – First Ward; David Bumgarner – Second Ward; and Mahlon Krueger – 
Third Ward.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt a final 
resolution and confirmation of report of commissioners appointed in the matter of the 
vacation of the street right-of-way in Kenwood Park Place Addition requested by Dr. Paul E.  
Morreim.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Penske, approving 
payment to the vacation commissioners.  Carried. 
 
Austin Utilities and the City of Austin would like to share the human resources position 
once again.  The position would be on the Utilities payroll this time and wages and benefits 
would be billed to the City.  In the mid '90s, the position was shared and the City was the 
employer.  Utilities would like to be the employer now.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee 
noted that this was an excellent idea for cost savings. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the agreement.  Carried. 
 
With utilities now in place in the Austin Acres area, three parties have petitioned for 
annexation.  The three properties are in the Orderly Annexation district. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving the orderly annexation request from Joanne M. Davis, 1808 22nd Drive 
SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving the orderly annexation request from Roger D. Duis, 1806 22nd Drive 
SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving the orderly annexation request from Brian Bakken, 1704 20th Street 
SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City is looking to purchase property for the extension of the Cedar River Trail System.  
The property to be acquired is the former Klagge property and is owned by Charles Fawver.  
The property is appraised at $42,500; Mr. Fawver is willing to sell the property for $24,000, 
to be paid for out of Fund 49.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, adopting 
a resolution approving the purchase.  6-0.  Carried. 
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The City has received a $50,000 Mighty Ducks grant for the existing arena with a match of 
$50,000 from the City.  Previously, the Council approved the transfer of these funds to the 
Mower County multipurpose arena.  The County's consultant has recommended for the City 
to proceed with the bidding of dasherboards for the new facility. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
bidding.  Carried. 
 
LaVern Kehret has asked the Council to support his request to FEMA for a re-evaluation of 
his property in the Cresthaven Fourth Addition for the flood plain boundary. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
adopt a resolution in support of the request.  Carried. 
 
The Ordinance Committee has reviewed the City liquor licenses several times.  The 
Committee now has designated four classes in which licenses will be categorized.    
Class 1, with a goal of one establishment, will be required at an establishment valued at 
$250,000 or greater.  Class 2, with a goal of 2, will be required at an establishment valued at 
$350,000 or greater.  Class 3, which is currently used by Applebee's, will be required for an 
establishment valued at $450,000.  And Class 4, which is currently used by Holiday 
Inn/Torge's, will be required for an establishment valued at $450,000 and is a hotel.  Any re-
issuances of liquor licenses will be designated a Class 1 or Class 2 liquor license. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the City 
Attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moped by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, moving the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting the first 
reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, moving the 
ordinance to the second reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, moving the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption and 
publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City Council previously passed a water surface ordinance for the Mill Pond.  The State 
has reviewed the ordinance and requested some minor changes including changing the word 
"dawn" to "sunrise" and deleting the reference to jet skis since they are included under the 
ban on internal combustion engines. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the City 
Attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption of the 
first reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the third reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption and 
publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has received a request to allow bus parking on 4th Street NW from 
Oakland Avenue to 3rd Avenue NW from Austin High School.  This area is currently signed 
for no parking but busses park there frequently.  The school has agreed to change bus 
location from 4th Street except for up to four busses.  The City recommends allowing bus 
parking from 2nd to 3rd Avenue on 4th Street NW. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Fedson, approving the 
recommendation.  Carried. 
 
ACGS, the airport consultants plan is multi-phased at an estimated cost of $92,000 which is 
reimbursable but the City is still waiting for the grant.  In approving the agreement now, 
groundwork can be laid so that grant can be used in an expeditious manner when it is 
received.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting 
a resolution approving the airport consultant contract for land acquisition and relocation 
services.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting 
a resolution approving the airport consultant contract for preliminary engineering, total 
estimated cost $215,000.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Fedson, adopting a 
resolution to set a hearing for rezoning of property owned by the City of Austin from an "R-
2" Multi Family Residential District to a "B-1" Neighborhood Business District.  6-0.  
Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution providing for a public hearing in the matter of accepting certain plat within the 
corporate limits of Austin to be known as "Rhodes Estates". 
 
Moved by Council Member Penske, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving an 
exemption subdivider form Subdivision Regulations requested by Joseph Schechinger, 2502 
12th Street SW and Bruce Ulland, 2802 12th Street SW, contingent on approval by the 
Engineering Dept., Austin Utilities, US West and Bresnan Communications.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving an exemption subdivider from Subdivision Regulations requested by Austin 
Development Company, a Kansas General Partnership and Bank of Blue Valley, a Kansas 
Banking Corporation, contingent on approval by the Engineering Dept., Austin Utilities, US 
West and Bresnan Communications.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the street closing for Main Street for "Christmas in the City" on Friday, 
November 26 at 5:15 p.m.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
removal of junk at 1808 1st Avenue SE.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
HRA – Next meeting will be Wednesday, November 10 at 4:30.   
 
Finance Meeting was set for Tuesday, November 9 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
A Bike Committee was set for Monday,  November 8 at 5:00 in the conference room.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee thanked all the First Ward candidates for applying. 
 
First Ward Council Member Neil Fedson thanked the Council and Mayor for the faith they 
had in him.  Mr. Fedson said it was already a learning experience. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said there will be informational meetings for the planned 
assessments in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Library Director Chris McArdle Rojo announced a Writer's Workshop with author Carol Bly 
on Saturday, November 20 with a public performance of her works at 7:00 p.m. 
 
City Administrator reported on the DCA work force conference and Lyle Ray, the speaker 
from the Citizens League in the Cities.  Mr. McGarvey said the findings were astounding 
noting the shortage of trained workers and thousands of available job openings.   
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Fedson to adjourn.  
Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  6:47 p.m. 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


