
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

JANUARY 4, 2000 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Fedson, Jorgenson, Nordin and Lang. Council 
Member Poppe arrived at 5:33 p.m. 

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           Austin Daily Herald.  Neal Ronquist.  Austin Post Bulletin.  

Shawn Leighton.  Linnea Burtch.  Public. 
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the agenda.  Carried.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the minutes of December 20, 1999.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda.  Carried. 
 
Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented a resolution setting the 2000 
salary for the City Attorney.  The salary will increase 2.5% for 2000.  
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting the 
aforesaid resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert presented a resolution designating 
depositories for checking and investments of public funds for 2000.  This is an annual 
resolution required by State Statute.  The resolution is the same as 1999 with the addition of 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter investment broker.   
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the 
aforesaid resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The following annexation was petitioned and approved in 1997.  Therefore, Resolution No. 
11426 required rescinding. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution rescinding Resolution No. 11426.  6-0.  Carried. 
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The following resolution required rescinding because the original vacation was for the entire 
alley instead of the west half of the alley. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Fedson, adopting a 
resolution rescinding Resolution No. 11363.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving the vacation of street right-of-way, Kenevan and Kings Addition.  6-0.  
Carried. 
 
The following resolution required rescinding due to an error in the legal description from the 
attorney's office.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Fedson, adopting a 
resolution rescinding Resolution No. 11425.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving an orderly annexation requested by Roger Duis.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
approve the removal of accumulation of debris at 108 14th Street SE, Greg A. Hartquist, Jr.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
approve the removal of garbage accumulation at 1621 East Oakland Avenue, Scott Gardner.  
Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said these properties have received numerous notifications to 
remove the garbage.  Erichson also noted that the costs incurred by the city do go back to the 
property owner.   
 
Discussion was held on choosing the official newspaper for the City for 2000.  City 
Administrator Pat McGarvey stated that State Statute required that the City vote every year 
to choose an official newspaper to print legal notices.  Mr. McGarvey quoted from Mn 
Statute 331A which states a newspaper has only one known office of issue.  He also noted 
MS 331A.04 that when designating an official publication, priority in designating an official 
paper is to choose one with a known office of issue in the locality, within city limits.  Mr. 
McGarvey stated that according to these statutes, the Austin Daily Herald would be the only 
newspaper by definition that the City could use.  Council Member Lang asked how old that 
Statute is.  City Attorney David Hoversten stated that different sections are more recent than 
others – the oldest from probably 1984, the most recent, as late as '93 and '94.   Mr. Lang 
stated that by State Statute, the low bidder is usually the recommended bid and, in this case, 
the Austin Post Bulletin is the low bidder.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said 
circulation needs to be considered.  The cost should be divided into the circulation, and the 
high bidder is actually the low bidder.  Shawn Leighton from the Austin Post Bulletin stated 
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that the State Statute is open for interpretation.  Ms. Leighton has spoken with Mark 
Anfinson, a lawyer who assisted the legislature in preparing this legislation and, according 
to Mr. Anfinson, the law has nebulous gray areas.  Ms. Leighton reported that there are 20 
other municipalities in Minnesota which are in this situation and use the newspaper similar 
to the Post Bulletin for its legals.  Ms. Leighton reminded the audience that the Post Bulletin 
employs 9 people. Neal Ronquist of the Austin Daily Herald stated that this newspaper has 
been in business over 100 years.  Mr. Ronquist also stated that this is not a moneymaking 
venture.  He said their circulation is five to six times greater than the Austin Post Bulletin.  
Mr. Ronquist stated that the most important matter is that the most citizens would receive 
information if printed in the Austin Daily Herald.  Council Member Lang reiterated the 83¢ 
difference in per-column rate.  Mr. Ronquist stated that the Herald has dropped down to its 
1998 rate.  Council Member Nordin asked if the Austin Daily Herald could meet the Austin 
Post Bulletin's bid.  Mr. Ronquist believed that was not a fair question; bids are now closed.  
Council Member Nordin asked if public service announcements are free.  Mr. Ronquist 
stated that both papers would do that.  Council Member Poppe believed enough has been 
said on the subject; the Council should adhere to the City Attorney's opinion. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
Austin Daily Herald as the official newspaper for the City of Austin in 2000.  5-1.  Council 
Member Lang opposed. 
 
Reports: 
All are invited to the HRA meetings which meet the second Wednesday of each month. 
 
After discussion, it was decided that an Ordinance Committee meeting would be set at the 
next council meeting.   
 
DCA:  Council Member Poppe reported that Tricia Weichmann has started at City hall in 
the afternoons in the City's cooperative effort with the DCA. 
 
Finance Committee meeting set for Thursday, January 13 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Street Committee meeting set for Thursday, January 13 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Port Authority held a special meeting on Monday, January 3 to approve the trade with the 
Joseph Company which held its closing on January 4.   
 
Council Member Nordin said that she would be attending the 2000 League of Minnesota 
Cities conference for experienced officials. 
 
Fire Chief Dan Wilson said the insurance escrow account for burned structures is working 
nicely.  Two structures have recently been damaged beyond repair and this account has been 
used again. 
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The City web pages have been updated and improved with the employment of Don 
Tomlinson. 
 
The State of the City Address will be Thursday, January 20 in Council Chambers.  
Refreshments will be served at 4:30.  The Address will be given at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Applications for 2nd Ward are still available and must be turned in by January 10.  
Interviews will be held January 15.  The appointed members will be sworn in at the next 
council meeting.  Applicants must reside in the 2nd ward and be registered voters. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Fedson to adjourn.  
Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  6:20 pm 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


