
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

FEBRUARY 7, 2000 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
 Members Jorgenson, Poppe, Nordin and Lang. 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Council Members Fedson and Boughton.   
       
OTHERS PRESENT:           News Media.  Public.  George Thomas and Mr. and Mrs. 

James Underdahl.  Gretchen Ramlo.  Mike Ruzek.  CSO 
Ernesto Cantu and Officer Dave McKichan.  

 
 
Additions to the agenda:  Recognition of Citizenship to George Thomas.  Recognition of 
Community Service Officer Ernesto Cantu and Officer Dave McKichan for bravery. 
Item #12.  Resolution approving off-sale liquor license for The Cavern.  #27  Motion 
approving Mayor's appointment of Jay Nelson to the Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
Board for a 5-year appointment.  #28  Rescinding Resolution #11475, Approval of a 
purchase agreement with the Burbank Company, a partnership by Burt J. Plehal for a parcel 
of land north of 18th Avenue NW adjacent to the west boundary of the Joseph  Co. parcel. 
Removed from the agenda:  "Emergency Management Committee" from Boards, 
Commissions, Authorities and Miscellaneous Appointments" from Item #6.   
Change:  #12 to #13 Motion approving airport relocation newsletter.   
 
Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Nordin, adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by CM Lang, seconded by CM Jorgenson, approving the minutes of January 18, 
2000 and January 21, 2000.  Carried. 
 
Gretchen Ramlo representing the Chamber of Commerce spoke to Council presenting a new 
Chamber program, WAGS (Welcome to Austin Guides).  The service is an individual tour 
guide program for prospective employees.  Tour guides will have buttons and hats.  
 
Mike Ruzek of Spruce Up Austin asked Council to consider more funding for trees.  Mr. 
Ruzek also gave an update of Spruce Up activities including the Austin Medical Center 
friendship gift.   
 
Moved by CM Jorgenson, seconded by CM Poppe, approving the consent agenda as 
follows: 
 
 Food:  Coffee House on Main, 329 N. Main St., Suite 101 
  Cavern, Inc., 1506 6th Avenue NE 
  Hardee's II, 1300 14th Street NW 
 Novelty Machines:  D & R Star, 1304½ 10th Drive SE 
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  Cavern, Inc., 1506 6th Avenue NE 
 Excavation:  Tharpe LTD, RR #1, Box 107B, Oquawka, IL  61469 
 Cigarette:  Cavern, Inc., 1506 6th Avenue NE 
 Master Plumber:  M.J. O'Connor, Inc., PO Box 606 
        Williams Plumbing & Heating, 303 5th Pl. NW 
        Jax Plumbing, PO Box 863 
 Sign:  Innovative Signs & Graphics, 801 19th St. SW 
 Temporary 3.2 beer:  St. Edward's Church, 2000 W. Oakland, February 26 
 Concrete:  Wehner Crane Service, Inc., 2215 4th St. NW 
 Excavation:  Wehner Crane Service, Inc., 2215 4th St. NW 
 Claims:  Pre-list of bills. 

Robert Butler, R#4, Box 140, referred to the City Attorney to protect the 
City's interest. 

 
Moved by CM Nordin, seconded by CM Poppe, approving council member appointments to 
Council committees, boards and commissions.  Carried.   
 
CITY/COUNTY HEALTH BOARD (County Appointment) 
 Jeanne    
 
MOWER COUNTY AREA PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
 Roger    
 Mickey   
 
HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  
 Dick C.   
 Mickey   
 Dick L.   
 Neil    
 
EAST SIDE LAKE JOINT POWERS BOARD 
 Dick L.   
 Gloria    
 
JOINT AIRPORT ZONING BOARD - AUSTIN/MOWER COUNTY 
 Dick C.   
 Dick L.   
 
LIBRARY BOARD 
 Roger    
 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD  
 Gloria    
 
JOINT SOLID WASTE BOARD  
 Mickey   
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FAMILY CONNECTIONS 
 Jeanne    
 
HEARTLAND EXPRESS 
 Neil    
  
CABLE TV COMMITTEE  
 Roger    
 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
 Mickey   
 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OF AUSTIN 
 Jeanne    
 
PORT AUTHORITY OF AUSTIN 
 Dick L.   
 Dick C.   
 
ACCESS AUSTIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 Gloria    
   
JOINT POWERS TRAIL COMMITTEE 
 Dick C.   
 Gloria    
 
AUSTIN/MOWER COUNTY HOMEOWNERSHIP BOARD 
 Dick L.   
 Mickey   

MOWER COUNTY WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 Roger    
 
 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
2000 

 
FINANCE, PERSONNEL 
 
* Jeanne  Dick C.  Dick L.  
 
ORDINANCE 
 
* Dick L.       Neil              Jeanne  
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PUBLIC WORKS 
(Streets, Light, Water, Sidewalks, Curb, Highways, Central Garage, 
 Environmental Services) 
 
* Mickey  Gloria   Jeanne  
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT  
 
* Neil    Gloria    Mickey  
 
PARK AND RECREATION 
 
* Gloria   Neil   Roger   
 
AIRPORT AND RAILROAD 
 
* Dick C.  Roger   Dick L.  
 
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 
* Roger  Dick C.  Mickey  

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(Law Enforcement Center, Emergency Management) 
 
* Bonnie  Neil   Jeanne  
 
*Denotes Chairperson 
 
 
Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Jorgenson, approving the Council 
goals for 2000 as follows: 
 
1. Airport:  Complete the work necessary to acquire properties, relocate and remove 

structures on the properties necessary to accomplish the runway extension, contingent 
upon receiving federal funding during the year 2000. 

 
2. Adopt T.I.F. No. 11 redevelopment plan and acquire, remove certain structures, plat 

and install public improvements by November 1 for the 8th Street NW extension north 
of 18th Avenue NW.  Sell a 2.1-acre lot to the C.R.C. Inc. via a Contract for Private 
Redevelopment. 

 
3. Continue to improve the downtown area including the old Wold Drug building, Block 

19, and the Lecakis building. 
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4. Trail system expansion and future plan/funding. 

a. Construct trail to the Nature Center from 14th Street NE along the north side of 
12th Avenue NE. 

b. Construct trail along the Cedar River from the Mill Pond to the Community Park. 
c. Adopt a plan for future trail extension into the northwest area of Austin from the 

Mill Pond and from Austin to Albert Lea.  Work with Albert Lea officials to 
secure funding for the Albert Lea to Austin trail. 

d. Work with Shooting Star trail advocates to advance the trail plan between LeRoy 
and Austin. 

 
5. Complete draft of the plan, conduct public hearing, and adopt the Year 2000 

Comprehensive Plan by April 2000. 
 
6. Begin improvement of the Community Park with the redevelopment of the former 

church building into a community pavilion in 2000. 
 
7. Actively seek state funding assistance for the redevelopment of Riverside Arena into the 

Austin Area Activity Center and begin as soon as the Mower County Multipurpose 
Arena is ready to provide ice for skating.  Also, actively seek state funding for half the 
costs of completing the restoration of the Historic Paramount Theatre.  If state assistance 
is received, loan half of the local share of the costs provided Mower County loans the 
other half of the local share. 

 
8. Secure an architect, plan, bid and construct a new central maintenance garage for 

equipment of the street, parks, police department and other jurisdictions that agree to 
be included. 

 
9. Work with Apex Austin on housing and other mutually agreed-upon priorities and 

projects. 
 
10. Update the Charter. 
 
11. Work with the Austin Utilities on the deregulation issue. 
 
12. Continue to work on the second phase of the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 
13. Continue to enhance collaboration and partnering with the County. 
 
 
Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Jorgenson, approving Mayor's 
appointment of Dan Ball to the Park and Rec Board.  Carried.  Mr. Ball was chosen due to 
his work with youth sports. 
 
Moved by CM Lang, seconded by CM Poppe, approving the deferral of a special assessment 
for Duane Smith.  5-0.  Carried. 
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Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert presented a resolution approving the 
Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust Drug and Alcohol Testing Program Associate Member 
Participation Agreement.  This agreement is for federally mandated drug testing.  Those 
employees driving vehicles 26,000 lbs. and over are subject to random testing on a quarterly 
basis.  Moved by CM Nordin, seconded by CM Poppe, adopting a resolution approving the 
agreement.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
The Engineering Department has received requests to place stop signs in two areas in the 
southwest:  For the northbound traffic at 26th Street SW on 5th Avenue and for the north-
southbound traffic at 28th Street SW on 8th Avenue.  The Department has researched the 
matter and requests Council approve.  Moved by CM Jorgenson, seconded by CM Poppe, 
approving the stop sign placements.  Carried. 
 
The Cavern has applied for its 2000 Liquor License.  The State withheld approval until State 
taxes were paid.  Approval has now been given.  Moved by CM Lang, seconded by CM 
Jorgenson, adopting a resolution granting hard liquor on-sale and 3.2 beer off-sale license.  
5-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson asked Council to consider an airport relocation newsletter 
published by ACSG to keep informed those parties who will be relocated.  CM-at-Large 
Chaffee requested that this matter be tabled and be referred to the Airport Committee.  
Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Lang, approving tabling the matter.  
Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson asked Council to approve a feasibility report on street 
improvement and infrastructure for 8th Street and 21st Avenue NW which is in keeping with 
one of the Council's goals for the year.  Moved by CM Jorgenson, seconded by CM Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving the feasibility report request.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moose Lodge 1180, 208 S. Main, requires that their gambling premises permit be renewed.  
Tom Dankert reported that they are up to date in their charitable gambling proceeds 
requirements.  Moved by CM Lang, seconded by CM Poppe, adopting a resolution 
approving the renewal.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig Hoium asked Council to review and approve a 
resolution which would authorize obtaining tax forfeited property from the State of 
Minnesota.  The property would enable the City to extend the 10th Avenue SE to 4th Street 
SE through what was once railroad property.  Moved by CM Nordin, seconded by CM Lang, 
adopting the resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
LaVerne Kehret has asked to annex approximately 121 acres currently located in Lansing 
Township.  This site is south of 18th Avenue NW and west of the Target development.  The 
petitioner is proposing to develop this property for future single-family, multi-family and 
commercial development.  Included with this development will be a transportation plan 
connecting this development with 8th Avenue NW which is scheduled for annexation in the 
year 2000.  This requires a joint resolution for orderly annexation with Lansing Township.  
Moved by CM Jorgenson, seconded by CM Nordin, adopting the resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by CM Jorgenson, seconded by CM Nordin, adopting a resolution for orderly 
annexation for LaVerne Kehret.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson has requested feasibility reports for the following projects, the 
first step for the Capital Improvement program: 

Category   Location      Project  
Street 12th Street NE (Oakland Avenue to 8th Avenue NE)  1-A-00 
Street 12th Street SE (4th Avenue SE to Oakland Avenue)   2-A-00 
Street South Main Street (3rd Avenue to 9th Place SW)   3-A-00 
Street 1st Street SW (3rd Avenue to 9th Place SW)    4-A-00 
Street 2nd Avenue, 3rd Avenue NE (8th Street to 10th Street NE)  5-A-00 
 9th Street NE (1st Avenue to 4th Avenue)   
Street 15th Avenue NE (1st Street to 4th Street NE)   7-A-00 
Street 2nd Avenue NW (Main Street to 1st Street NW)   8-A-00 
 
Moved by CM Jorgenson, seconded by CM Nordin, adopting the aforesaid resolution.  5-0.  
Carried. 
 
An orderly annexation has been requested by Larry and Lynette Hegna, 2204 18th Avenue 
SW, to annex approximately .9 acres into the City of Austin to obtain municipal utilities.  
Moved by CM Poppe, seconded by CM-at-Large Chaffee, approving the annexation 
resolution.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented recommendations from the Bike Committee for 
potential projects to improve bicycle and pedestrian access to the Oak Park Mall area.  
The recommendations have been received by the Street Committee which, in turn, has 
recommended that the Council authorize a feasibility report.  Moved by CM Jorgenson, 
seconded by CM Nordin, adopting a resolution approving the feasibility report.  5-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by CM Poppe, seconded by CM-at-Large Chaffee, setting a hearing for Tuesday, 
February 22 for a variance from City Code governing the minimum 20 percent open area 
requirement for property within a "B-2" Community Business District requested by 
Hormel Foods Corp.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
A conditional use permit public hearing was requested to address the placement of fill in 
excess of 1,000 cubic yards in areas designated as a Flood Fringe District at the 
development site of the old K-Mart building.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Craig 
Hoium clarified that the City Charter places constraints on construction activity in the 
flood plain areas.  The DNR carefully monitors this activity.  Moved by CM Poppe, 
seconded by CM-at-Large Chaffee, approving the setting of the hearing.  Carried. 
 
Moved by CM Poppe, seconded by CM-at-Large Chaffee, to set a public hearing for 
Tuesday, February 22 for a conditional use permit addressing the placement of fill in 
excess of 1,000 cubic yards in areas designated as a Flood Fringe District at the Whittier 
Townhomes. Carried. 
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Moved by CM Poppe, seconded by CM Lang, setting a hearing for Tuesday, February 22, 
for a variance from City Code governing the minimum 20-foot sideyard setback in a 
residential district petitioned by Teresa Earl.  Carried. 
 
Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Jorgenson, adopting a resolution 
setting a hearing for the rezoning of property owned by Gregg H. Johnson 910 4th Street 
NW, from an "R-2" Multi-Family Residential District to a "B-1" Neighborhood Business 
Residence District.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by CM Lang, seconded by CM Nordin, approving the Mayor's appointment of Jay 
Nelson to the Housing and Redevelopment Authority Board for a 5-year appointment.  As 
the Apex Austin Housing Committee Co-Chair, Mr. Nelson was chosen as a liaison to the 
HRA.  Carried. 
 
Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert requested Council rescind Resolution 
#11475, Approval of a purchase agreement with the Burbank Company, a partnership by 
Burt J. Plehal for a parcel of land north of 18th Avenue NW adjacent to the west boundary 
of the Joseph Co. parcel.  The Port Authority will then purchase this property provided 
the City will go through with its financing.  CM Lang reported to his constituents that  
both sides of this issue have been thoroughly discussed but he would not be voting for 
this resolution.  Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Poppe, adopting the 
resolution.  4-1.  CM Lang voting nay.   
 
CM Lang said that the HRA is progressing with several housing projects and 
congratulated its staff. 
 
Ordinance Committee meeting was set for February 22 at 3:30 to discuss upgrading the 
City Charter, Gambling Premises spot permits, and the mobile home park. 
 
Finance Committee meeting was set for February 22 at 2:00. 
 
Bike Committee meeting set for Wednesday, February 16 at 5:15. 
 
Arena architects will meet in the conference room on February 17 at 1:00. 
 
An Airport Committee meeting is set for Friday, February 11 at 1:30. 
 
An informational meeting will be held Wednesday, February 9 at 7:00 to discuss the 
closing of Main and First Streets and to give an update on the trails. 
 
Mayor Rietz announced that two members of the Charter Commission have left town and 
the positions must be filled.  Chief Justice Gerard Ring will appoint these 4-year term 
positions.  Any qualified voter within the City of Austin and who does not hold another 
judicial position may apply to City Hall by February 22. 
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Moved by CM-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by CM Jorgenson, to adjourn to Tuesday, 
February 22, 2000. 
 
Adjourned:  6:29 p.m. 
 
Approved:         
 
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        
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