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M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

OCTOBER 2, 2000 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Fedson, Jorgenson, Boughton, Poppe, Nordin and 
Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News media.  Leo Reding.  Bev Norby.  Chuck Limberg.  

Steven Carroll.  Stan Logterman.  Tim Davis.  John Drees.  
Kermit Mahan. 

 
 
Two items added to the agenda:  Former Representative and Former Mayor Leo Reding to 
speak on a joint city/county flood retention program.  Also added:  Motion to give the Police 
Chief permission to make tentative job offers to three individuals contingent on their 
successive completion of physical and psychological exams and interview with the Police 
Chief. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the agenda with the additions.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
minutes of September 18, 2000. 
 
Leo Reding proposed a joint city/county joint venture of a flood retention program.  Mr. 
Reding is asking each government entity to contribute $10,000 in the year 2001 to be used 
for landowners, farmers specifically, to design and build dikes perhaps every half mile.  Mr. 
Reding has dug a ditch on his own land.  It covers approximately two acres and is 
approximately three feet deep.  Mr. Reding specifically mentioned the Dobbins Creek and 
Robbins Creek areas.  It is hoped that the Hormel Foundation could be solicited for grant 
money -- $100,000 to $200,000 -- in the year 2002.  Mr. Reding envisions about 100 
retention ponds.  Mayor Rietz said she would like to hear what Bev Nordby's thoughts are 
on this proposal.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee figured that about 650,000 gallons are 
in Mr. Reding's retention pond.  He said City Engineer Jon Erichson said that a million 
gallons per minute rose over the dam.  Mr. Reding was invited to attend the next city/county 
meeting on Wednesday, October 11 at 3:15.  Bev Nordby stated that an engineering staff 
does need to look at the program because of liability issues.  Mr. Reding reported that 
Spring Valley has been very aggressive in seeking solutions to their flood problems.  They 
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have signed a joint powers agreement between counties, beginning with a flood study.  Mr. 
Reding requests Council at least consider the proposal.   
 
Chuck Lennberg, 309-9th Avenue SE, told Council he would like to be moved (referring to a 
flood buyout).  Mr. Lennberg asked where the city was with the Army Corps of Engineers 
and when the public meeting will be. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
Temporary food:   Piggy Blues Bar-B-Que @ Austin Utilities, Oct. 6 - 7  

 Cigarette transfer:  Ankeny's Mini-Mart No. 1, 1205 S.E. Oakland 
Place  – from Robert Low to Jan Heim. 

 Gas station transfer:  Ankeny's Mini-Mart No. 1, 1205 S.E. Oakland 
Place – from Robert Low to Jan Heim. 

 Food transfer:  Ankeny's Mini-Mart No. 1, 1205 S.E. Oakland Place – 
from Robert Low to Jan Heim. 

 
Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills.  
b. Property of Mary Lou Beckel, 407 South Main St.  This claim has been referred to the 

City Attorney to protect the City's interest. 
 
Carried. 
 

A public hearing was held for final plat approval of property to be known as The Point.  The 
replatting is necessary with the realignment of 10th Avenue NW, 1st Drive NW and 4th Street 
NW. Gregg and Kristine Johnson, owners of the A&W, are purchasing Lot 1, Block 2, for 
additional off-street parking.  Included with the development of this off-street parking lot is a 
20% green space requirement in this B-1 Neighborhood Business District.  To accomplish 
this green space area, the north property line of this parcel must be moved approximately 20 
feet north, providing 2228 square feet of green space.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee 
asked Community Development Director Craig Hoium if this is simple paperwork, a matter 
of just moving a line.  Mr. Hoium replied that it is.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the 
resolution for final plat approval.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton for the 
Common Council to adjourn into a Board of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a variance requested by Steven Carroll, 2406 12th Avenue SW, 
which limits the square footage of accessory structure to 1000 square feet.  Mr. Carroll is 
requesting a 620-square-foot variance to construct a 30' x 54' accessory structure.  This 
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variance request was recommended by denial by the Planning Commission by a 7-0 vote.  
The matter was then discussed by the City Council at its September 18th meeting and then 
tabled to this October 2nd meeting.  Staff met with the Carrolls and surrounding property 
owners as requested at the September 18th meeting.  Surrounding property owners were given 
various alternatives to the current proposal:  If the accessory structure did not exceed 1000 
s.f., the structure could be placed anywhere on the property in any dimensional configuration, 
e.g. horizontally.  If the structure were placed in the northwest corner of the property, mature 
spruce could be considered a screen.  If the structure were placed in the northeast, a condition 
could be placed on the variance establishing a minimum height requirement.  Mr. Hoium 
noted that when the ordinance was established, the intent was to maintain the residential 
atmosphere.  Council Member Boughton said it was his opinion that a structure larger than 
the 1000 feet is not appropriate for this residential area.  Council Member Poppe asked if the 
petitioner built a 1000-foot structure, would he be able to build another structure?  Mr. 
Hoium replied that the square footage refers to the total square footage of all accessory 
structures.  Council Member Poppe said she appreciated the Carrolls' invitation to meet 
together (the previous week), but legally, the Council could not do so.  After some discussion 
of similar approved variance requests, Council Member Lang said it is hard to grant 
variances to some and not others.  Council Member Boughton stated that this variance is 
different because of the negative responses of neighbors, because of the size of the structure 
would be much larger, because of the lay of the land, and because of the size of the property.  
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee noted that the Planning Commission approves most 
similar cases.  The fact that they did not approve this request point out the inappropriateness 
of the building on the size of the available space.  Council Member Lang pointed out that the 
Planning Commissioners are appointed; the City Council is elected.  Mr. Carroll stated that 
his proposal for the accessory structure is "not as large as you think"; it covers no more than 
15% of his lot.  Mr. Carroll stated he should have equal rights and that it is his property.  Stan 
Logterman, 2411 12th Avenue SW, stated his opposition to the variance request saying 15% 
in this R-1 neighborhood is too much.  Carolyn Logterman said that the 7-0 vote of the 
Planning Commission leads credence to the notion that the opposing neighbors do have a 
point.  Mr. Tim Davis, 2403 11th Avenue SW, stated that this is an open residential area; this 
type of structure would not fit well.  Mr. Davis reminded Council that the Planning 
Commission voted 7-0 against and asked that the Council uphold their vote and deny this 
variance.  John Drees stated his opposition to the variance request saying that any structure 
should be maintained at 1000 s.f. for green space in this area.  Mr. Drees also stated that he 
had in his possession a letter of opposition from some other neighbors, Gene and Shirley 
Mackey. 
 
Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to deny the 
variance.  6-1.  Carried.  Council Member Lang voting nay. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, for the Board 
of Adjustment and Appeals to resolve itself back into a Common Council.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, setting a public 
hearing for October 16, 2000 for preliminary plat approval of property to be known as 
Murphy Creek Addition.  
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Boughton, to adopt a 
resolution setting a hearing for October 16, 2000 for rezoning of property from an I-1 
Limited Industrial District to an R-2 Multi-Family Residential District in Lone Oak Addition.  
7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution setting a hearing for October 16, 2000 for rezoning of property from an I-1 
Limited Industrial District to an R-1 Single Family Residential District in Lone Oak 
Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 
approving the barricading of certain downtown streets on Friday, November 24 for 
"Christmas in the City".  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving Adoption of Residential Antidisplacement and Relocation Assistance 
Plan, for the Single Family Affordable Housing Project and the Railroad Yard Cleanup 
Redevelopment Project.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Administrator Patrick McGarvey presented a resolution calling for a public hearing to 
modify Municipal Development District No. 1, certain HRA projects and establish Tax 
Increment Financing Districts Nos. 12 and 13, and the tax increment financing plan relating 
thereto.  The resolution, Mr. McGarvey explained, is necessary for the establishment of TIF 
12, the first phase of the multiple-unit housing development in Murphy Creek Addition.   The 
establishment of TIF 13 would be set in place for the balance of the development, which is 
the single-family residences. 
 
Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting the 
aforesaid resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Norlight Telecommunications is proposing to purchase a 70' x 209' parcel on 13th Street NE 
in the NE Industrial Park.  Norlight Telecommunications is based out of Brookfield, 
Wisconsin is a supplier of local and long distance phone services to companies throughout 
the Midwest as well as data transfer.  The purchase proposal is $30,000 for the .34 acre.  The 
purchase would pay for updating the abstract, property survey and attorney fees.  Also in the 
purchase agreement, would be a condition stating if a structure were not built on the property 
by March 1, 2001, the City of Austin would refund the purchase money.  Mr. Hoium believes 
this condition is in the best interest of the City of Austin; it serves as a chance for more 
development, especially in the Northeast Industrial Park.  Also, it would expand the City's 
tax base (the development includes a 14' x 26' building). 
 



 

 5

Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving the above property sale.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Mr. McGarvey gave a report on the latest RFPs received for the Wold and Silver Bullet 
buildings.  The first group of RFPs were received last spring with no satisfactory proposals.  
A second request for proposals brought in two proposals for the old Wold Drug building:  
one from a developer in Missouri who is represented by Bob Hart, and one from Knowles 
Dougherty.  No proposals were received for the Silver Bullet Building.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
refer the proposals to the Finance Committee.  Carried. 
 
Hormel Foods Corporation is requesting annexation for 13.5 acres for its Sales Cabin.  The 
private well at the cabin is not working correctly.  Hormel would like to hook up to utility 
services. 
 
Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member, adopting a resolution 
approving joint resolution for orderly annexation with the Township of Lansing.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting resolution approving orderly annexation of Hormel Foods Corporation property.  7-
0.  Carried. 
 
In connection with the Murphy Creek development, the City must pass a resolution 
conveying the property to the HRA.  With the passing of the resolution, the City will be able 
to execute the tax increment financing and obtain State Aid grants and the grant from the 
Hormel Foods Corp.  City Attorney David Hoversten advised that the resolution should be 
amended to add that the resolution is contingent upon the approval of the rezonings and plat. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Fedson, adopting the 
aforesaid resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Three vacant civil service positions will be filled.  Interviews have been conducted and 
background checks are complete.  Chief Paul Philipp is requesting Council for approval to 
make tentative offers.  The candidates still must pass psychological evaluations and physical 
testing.  The next council meeting, Chief Philipp will make recommendations to hire. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
above request.  Carried. 
 
Fire Committee Chairman Council Member Neil Fedson motioned, seconded by Council 
Member Boughton to direct the City Administrator to revise the draft of the Strategic Plan 
regarding the fire department staffing to incude: 
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1. The Fire Department will remain at status quo with the full-time staff to remain at 10 
including the fire chief position.  

2. The 11th full-time position placed in a contingency pending the outcome of the legal 
challenge for Mr. Miller to regain employment. 

3. Nine of the full-time staff to be scheduled on 24-hour shifts thus allowing 3-three person 
shifts with the fire chief position work schedule remaining as is. 

4. There will be one person on each of the three shifts designated as a fire inspector. 
5. The paid-on-call staff to continue with its authorized limit of up to 35 positions. 
Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
George Brophy reported that Apex' Welcome Center has signed a two-year lease in the 
Reeve  Chiropractic building. 
 
HRA:  The Murphy Creek project is underway and Phase II is ahead of schedule.   
The ordinance committee met to discuss closing the Methodist Church parking lot.  This 
will send a strong message that vandalism will cease. The City Attorney and City 
Administrator are asked to draw up a proposed ordinance and send it back to the ordinance 
committee for review.   
 
A reminder of the finance/personnel committee meeting at 4:00 on Wednesday, Oct. 4. 
 
The Austin-Austin benefit for St. Jude's Hospital will take place at 7:00 at the Ruby Rupner 
Auditorium. 
 
The employee recognition breakfast will be Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 a.m. 
 
A meeting to discuss trails will be at 7:00 at the Nature Center. 
 
Bids are being let for architects for St. Paul's Church. 
 
Mayor Rietz is requesting applications for boards and commissions to be brought to City 
Hall by mid October.  The Mayor will be making 2001 appointments by the end of this year. 
 
Moved by Council Member Fedson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adjourning 
the meeting to October 16, 2000.  Carried. 
 
Adjourned:   6:32 p.m.    
 
Approved:    October 16, 2000   
   
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        


