MINUTES
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2000
5:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council
Members Fedson, Jorgenson, Boughton, Poppe, Nordin and

Lang.
MEMBERS ABSENT: None
OTHERS PRESENT: News Media. Public. Jim Mattice, representing Local 598 and

Terry Hughes representing part-time firefighters. Boy Scout
Troop 112. Lieutenants Matt Holten and John Mueller.
Mower County United Way Director Amy Baskin. Glen
Jacobsen.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin,
approving the agenda. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin.
approving the minutes of November 6, 2000. Carried.

Mayor Rietz recognized Jana Peterson, reporter from the Austin Daily Herald, who is
moving to ldaho.

Mayor Rietz welcomed Boy Scout Troop 112.

Chief Paul Philipp and Mayor Rietz pinned bars on Matt Holten and John Mueller who have
moved up from Sargeant to Lieutenant. Families of each were recognized.

The United Way City of Employee raffle was held. Craig Hoium, Planning and Zoning
Department, won a day off of work; the Mayor will work for him for that day; Ernie
Schlichter, Waste Water Treatment Plant, won ‘Mayor for a Day;” and Maureen Steenblock,
Library, won the YMCA membership.

Jim Mattice, representing Firefighters Local 598 spoke to Council regarding working
conditions since 1993. Mr. Méttice called the atmosphere at the fire department “ extremely
hostile’ and said the Local 598 unanimously voted no confidence in the abilities of Dan
Wilson asfire chief. Terry Hughes, speaking for the part-time firefighters, supports the full-
time firefighters in their no-confidence vote and said thereis alack of leadership at thefire
department which affects morale and safety.



Council Member Lang stated this issue has been ongoing for a numbers of years which has
been tough on both sides. Council Member Lang recommended that the matter be put in
Mattersin Hand for discussion by the Council Fire Committee with areferral afterward to
the Finance/Personnel Committee.

Council Member-at-Large Chaffee noted that Chief Wilson was not there to defend himself,
but at this time the Council supportsthe fire chief. Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said
there needed to be an even playing field; at this time, cool heads are needed. His comment
was affirmed by the Council Fire Committee — Council Members Fedson, Jorgenson and
Boughton.

Motion to refer to the matter to the Fire Committee and Finance/Personnel Committee was
seconded by Council Member Poppe. 4-3. Motion was carried. Voting nay: Council
Members Fedson, Jorgenson and Boughton.

Bill Schottler spoke to Council saying he would like to see an additional or better newspaper
and that he would like awritten apology from a police officer.

Public hearings were held for the capital improvement projects completed in the year 2000.
Informational meetings were held on November 8". Affected property owners have
received information on their proposed assessments. City Engineer Jon Erichson explained
City policy on assessing and payment options.

A public hearing was held for street improvement assessment on 12" Street NE (Oakland
Avenue to 8th Avenue NE), Project 1-A-00 at a cost of $249,055.03. The amount to be
assessed is $115,441.58 at 7.5% interest for 15 years.

PROJECT SCOPE:

A. Pavement: This project removed all of the existing asphalt pavement and
removed the curb and gutter from 5" Avenue NE to Oakland Place.
Concrete curb and gutter north of 5" Avenue was saved. New 4" asphalt
pavement and concrete curb and gutter were constructed. The width north
of 5™ Avenue remained the same. South of 5" Avenue, the street was be
widened two feet to the west.
Age of original street was more than 35 years.

B. Storm Sewer: Storm sewer, storm sewer laterals and catch basins were
upgraded throughout the length of the project.

C. Sanitary Sewer: The sanitary sewer was televised and areas of deficient
pipe were identified and replaced.

D. Water, Gas, & Electric: These utilities were rehabilitated as required by
Austin Utilities.



ASSESSMENTS:
Residential: $21.98 - $23.49 Lin. Ft.

Credits were given for the following:
A. Existing curb and gutter

PROJECT BENEFITS:
1) New street — Improved ride and appearance
2)  Street widened to improve safety
3)  Street geometrics changed to improve safety, calmed traffic
4)  Improved drainage, bicycle safe grates
5)  Renewed underground utilities
6) Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps
7)  Maintenance costs decreased
8) New driveway aprons. Gravel in-drives will be upgraded to asphalt

City Engineer Jon Erichson reported that the City of Austin received one written objection.
In attendance at the meeting was Glen Jacobsen who objected to the city assessment policy.
Mr. Jacobsen stated his comments were for this and all the assessments. Mr. Jacobsen cited
aprecedent case on theillegality of assessments which said the city, Bayport, could not
prove the increased cost benefit.

No other comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, to adjourn
and continue the hearing on those properties on which written objections to this assessment
have been filed. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the resolution to adopt the assessment roll. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held for street improvement on 12" Street SE from Oakland Place to
4™ Avenue SE, Project 2-A-00 at a cost of $96,333.20. The amount to be assessed is
$45,812.03 at 7.5% interest for 15 years.

PROJECT SCOPE:
A. Pavement: This project removed all of the existing asphalt pavement and
curbs. Pavement was replaced with 8” asphalt and full length curb and gutter.
The width was increased to 38 feet from 4™ Avenue SE to the bridge. The age
of the street was more than 35 years.

B. Storm Sewer: Storm sewer, storm sewer laterals and catch basins will be
upgraded throughout the length of the project.



C. Sanitary Sewer: The sanitary sewer was televised and areas of deficient pipe
were identified and replaced.

D. Water, Gas, & Electric: These utilities were rehabilitated as required by Austin
Utilities.

ASSESSMENTS:

Residential: $28.47 Lin. Ft.

Credits were given for the following:

A. Street width in excess of 36 feet
B. Existing curb and gutter

PROJECT BENEFITS:

1)
2)
3)

5)

New street — Improved ride and appearance
Street widened to improve safety

Street geometrics changed to improve safety
Improved drainage, bicycle safe grates

Renewed underground utilities

Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps
M aintenance costs decreased

New driveway aprons

No written objections were received, and no comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting the
resolution to adopt the assessment roll. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held for street improvement and lighting on South Main Street from
Oakland Avenue to 9" Place SW, Project 3-A-00 at a cost of $287,950.35. The amount to
be assessed is $54,512.74 at 7.5% interest for 15 years

PROJECT SCOPE:

A. Pavement: This project removed the existing concrete pavement and concrete
curb and gutter and replaced it with 8” concrete pavement and new concrete
curb. The width increased from 30 feet to 32 feet.

Decorative street lights were installed the length of the project. Handicap
ramps were installed at all intersections.

B. Storm Sewer: Storm sewer, storm sewer laterals and catch basins will be
upgraded throughout the length of the project.



C. Sanitary Sewer: The sanitary sewer was televised and areas of deficient pipe
were identified and replaced.

D. Water, Gas, & Electric: These utilities were rehabilitated as required by Austin
Utilities.

ASSESSMENTS:
Residential (street and lighting) $33.57 Lin. Ft.
Residential (street lightingonly):  $5.16 Lin. Ft.
Commercia (street lighting only):  $10.33 Lin. Ft.

Credits were given for the following:

a) Age of street from 3™ Avenue to 4™ Avenue did not last 35 years so a prorated
credit, credit based on previous assessment, was given.
Previously paved in 1973 (3 Ave. — 4™ Ave)) and 1952 (4™ Ave. — Bridge)

PROJECT BENEFITS:
1) New street — Improved ride and appearance
2) Street widened to improve safety
3) Street geometrics changed to improve safety
4) Improved drainage, bicycle safe grates
5) Renewed underground utilities
6) Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps
7) Maintenance costs decreased
8) New driveway aprons
9) Improved lighting

No written objections were received, and no comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the resolution to adopt the assessment roll. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held for street improvement on 2™ and 3 Avenue NE from 8" Street
to 10" Street NE and 9" Street NE from 1% Avenue to 4" Avenue NE, Project 5-A-00 at a
cost of $276,770.77. The amount to be assessed is $74,635.65 at 7.5% interest for 15 years.

PROJECT SCOPE:

A. Pavement: This project removed all of the existing pavement and concrete
curbs. Pavement was replaced with 8" asphalt on 2™ Avenue NE and 4”
asphalt on 3" Avenue and 9™ Street. 2™ Avenue was widened from 36 feet to
38 feet. 3" Avenue was widened from 30 feet to 36 feet. 9™ Street remained
30 feet wide from 1% Avenue to 2" Avenue and widened to 36 feet from 2™
Avenue to 4" Avenue.



B. Storm Sewer: Storm sewer, storm sewer lateras and catch basins were
upgraded throughout the length of the project.

C. Sanitary Sewer: The sanitary sewer was televised and areas of deficient pipe
were identified and replaced.

D. Water, Gas, & Electric: These utilities were rehabilitated as required by Austin

Utilities.
ASSESSMENTS:
Residential: $25.73 — $28.47 Lin. Ft.
Commercial: $36.99 Lin. Ft.

Credits will be given for the following:

A. Existing curb and gutter

B. Width beyond 36 feet (residential only)

C. Thickness beyond 4 inches (residential only)

2" Avenue NE was previously paved in 1953.

PROJECT BENEFITS:

1)
2)
3)

5)

New street — Improved ride and appearance

Street widened to improve safety

Street geometrics changed to improve safety

Improved drainage, bicycle safe grates

Renewed underground utilities

Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps

M aintenance costs decreased

New driveway aprons. Gravel in-drives upgraded to asphalt.
Improved street lighting

No written objections were received, and no comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
resolution to adopt the assessment roll. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held for street improvement on 15" Avenue NE from Main Street to
4" Street NE, Project 7-A-00 at acost of $132,038.86. The amount to be assessed is
$35,759.91at 7.5% interest for 15 years.

PROJECT SCOPE:

A. Pavement: This project removed the existing concrete pavement but saved the
concrete curbs. New 8’ concrete pavement was constructed. The width was
kept the same.



B. Storm Sewer: Storm sewer, storm sewer lateras and catch basins were
upgraded throughout the length of the project.

C. Sanitary Sewer: The sanitary sewer was televised and areas of deficient pipe
were identified and replaced.

D. Water, Gas, & Electric: These utilities were rehabilitated as required by Austin

Utilities.
ASSESSMENTS:
Residential: $31.64 Lin. Ft.
Commercial: $43.28 Lin. Ft.

Credits will be given for the following:

A. Existing concrete curb

B. Width over 36 feet (residential only)

C. Thickness over 4 inches (residential only)

The street was previously paved in 1966.

PROJECT BENEFITS:
1) New street — Improved ride and appearance
2) Street widened to improve safety
3) Street geometrics changed to improve safety
4) Improved drainage, bicycle safe grates
5) Renewed underground utilities
6) Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps
7) Maintenance costs decreased
8) Driveway aprons replaced

Two written objections have been received. No other comments were heard at the hearing.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adjourn
and continue the hearing on those properties on which written objections to this assessment
have been filed. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
resolution to adopt the assessment roll. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held for street improvement on 2" Avenue NW (Main Street to 1%
Street NW), Project 8-A-00 at a cost of $93,405.79. The amount to be assessed is
$35,908.98 at 7.5% interest for 15 years.



PROJECT SCOPE:
A. Pavement: This project removed the existing concrete pavement and concrete
curb and replaced it with concrete pavement 8” and concrete integral curb.
The width was increased from 40 feet to 44 feet. The street was last paved in
1952.

Decorative street lights were installed the length of the project. Handicap
ramps were installed at al intersections.

B. Storm Sewer: Storm sewer, storm sewer lateras and catch basins were
upgraded throughout the length of the project.

C. Sanitary Sewer: The sanitary sewer has been televised and areas of deficient
pipe were identified and replaced.

D. Water, Gas, & Electric: These utilities were rehabilitated as required by Austin
Utilities.

ASSESSMENTS:
Commercial: $73.07 Lin. Ft.

PROJECT BENEFITS:
1) New street — Improved ride and appearance
2) Street widened to improve safety
3) Street geometrics changed to improve safety
4) Improved drainage, bicycle safe grates
5) Renewed underground utilities
6) Pedestrian accessimproved with handicap ramps
7) Maintenance costs decreased
8) Driveway aprons replaced
9) New decorative street lighting

No written objections were received, and no comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the resolution to adopt the assessment roll. 7-0. Carried.

City Engineer Jon Erichson recommended delaying the public hearing for street lighting on
1% Street NW from 4™ Avenue to 5" Place NW, 4™ Avenue NE from 9" Street to 10" Street
NE, and 10" Street NE from 2™ Avenue NE to 4™ Avenue NE, Project 5-C-99 due to the
fact that this project has just begun. The hearing would take place next spring when the
project isdone. Advantages for delaying assessment are asfollows: 1) The property owner
will have a completed project at the time of the resolution adoption; and 2) The property
owner might see aslightly smaller assessment. The disadvantages for delaying are as
follows: 1) The property owners potentially would be responsible for an additional period



of interest. That is, if the property owner chooses to have the assessment placed on their
taxes, they would be responsible for interest from the date of the adoption of the resolution.
These additional interest charges could be offset with the reduced assessment rate. Based on
the proposed assessment rate, Mr. Erichson said this should not be a significant number.
Council Member Lang said he has received a“fair share” of phone calls from affected
property owners, many whom are business owners wanting to see the job completed first.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to delay the
public hearing for assessing above described lighting project, Project 5-C-99. Carried.

A public hearing was held on street improvement on 3 Avenue SW, Project 4-A-99. This
public hearing is for the benefit of one property owner who has withdrawn their objection to
this assessment.

No additional comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the final resolution for Project 4-A-99. 7-0. Carried.

Public hearings were held on sanitary sewer and water projects. The affected properties were
either outside of the City of Austin and have since been annexed into the city or the
properties were vacant and unimproved. The year for each project reflects when utilities
were put in place.

A public hearing was held on 1983 sanitary sewer projects at a cost of $2,545.67. No
comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
final resolution for 1983 sanitary sewer projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1992 sanitary sewer projects at a cost of $4,823.03. The
amount to be assessed is $4,823.03 at 8% for seven years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the final resolution for 1992 sanitary sewer projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1993 sanitary sewer projects at a cost of $11,741.60. The
amount to be assessed is $11,741.60 at 7% for 8 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
final resolution for 1993 sanitary sewer projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1993 water projects at a cost of $1,391.50. The amount to be
assessed is $1,391.50 at 7% for 8 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the final resolution for 1993 water projects. 7-0. Carried.



A public hearing was held on 1995 sanitary sewer projects at acost of $3,309.51. The
amount to be assessed is $3,309.51 at 7% for 10 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
final resolution for 1995 sanitary sewer projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1995 water projects at a cost of $1,644.50. The amount to be
assessed is $1,644.50 at 7% for 10 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting
the final resolution for 1995 water projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1996 sanitary sewer projects at a cost of $3,200.52. The
amount to be assessed is $3,200.52 at 7.5% for 11 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
final resolution for 1996 sanitary sewer projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1999 sanitary sewer projects at a cost of $30,437.63. The
amount to be assessed is $30,437.63 at 7% for 14 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
final resolution for 1999 sanitary sewer projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on 1999 water projects at a cost of $13,255.60. The amount to be
assessed is $13,225.60 at 7% for 14 years. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
final resolution for 1999 water projects. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on garbage and debris removal in the amount of $1,593.00.
Costs incurred by the City will be assessed to the property owner. No comments were
made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a
resolution for assessing garbage and debrisremoval. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on snow removal in the amount of $388.00. Costs incurred by
the City will be assessed to the property owner. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a
resolution for assessing snow removal. 7-0. Carried.

A public hearing was held on weed removal in the amount of $5,819.89. Costsincurred by
the City will be assessed to the property owner. No comments were made.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a
resolution for assessing weed removal. 7-0. Carried.
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Gene Nelson has applied for adeferral of assessment. The assessment is part of an orderly
annexation agreement.

Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a
resolution for the deferral of assessment. 7-0. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a public
hearing for December 18, 2000 to reassess the unpaid assessment on forfeited property.
Carried.

Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting the
resolution granting off-sale liquor licenses, club on-sale licenses and wine on-sale licenses
for 2001. 7-0. Carried.

Mayor Rietz read the results of the November 7, 2000 city election:

Mayor Bonnie Besse Rietz 8,562
Write-Ins 494
Council Member-At-Large Richard “Dick” Chaffee 5,998
Arnold Lang 3,757
Write-Ins 35
Council Member First Ward Neil Fedson 1,433
Wayne P. Goodnature 1,673
Write-Ins 7
Council Member Second Ward Roger W. Boughton 1,661
Peter J. Christopherson 2,237
Write-Ins 9
Council Member Third Ward Dick Lang 2,611
Write-Ins 49
Utility Board Commissioner — 2 yr term Frank J. Lorenzen 8,308
Write-Ins ol
Utility Board Commissioners (3 positions) Thomas C. Baudler 6,964
Paul R. Johnson 5,559
Larry J. Pfell 5,306
Write-Ins 56

Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the
resolution certifying the election results. 7-0. Carried.

11



The city referendum election was held on November 7, 2000. The question read as follows:

Shall Ordinance No. 450 of the City of Austin, Minnesota annexing approximately 55
acres of land located in the North Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 36, Township
103 North, Range 18 West, Mower County Minnesota, into the City of Austin, become
effective?

The results of the referendum are as follows:
Yes 3,135
No 6,914

Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting the
resol ution accepting the results of the city referendum election on November 7, 2000. 7-
0. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson,
approving debris clean-up at 801 — 2™ Avenue NW, Terry Sprandel. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson,
approving debris clean-up at 1105 4™ Avenue NW, Jesse Underhill. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large, seconded by Council Member Fedson, approving
debris clean-up at 1916 3" Avenue NE, Mike Hemann. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Fedson,
approving debris clean-up at 409 2™ Street SE, Duane Kolb. Carried.

Norlight Communications has requested an exemption from subdivision regulations for
its property in the NE Industrial Park. Notifications of the request have been sent out to
surrounding property owners with no response.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Fedson,
adopting a resolution approving the exemption subdivider. 7-0. Carried.

Reports:

DCA: George Brophy thanked the City for its budget appropriation to the DCA for 2001.
Mr. Brophy reported on a printing company which had requested aloan of $705,000. The
company would employ few employees, and the loan was turned down by the DCA

Board of Directors. DCA isworking with Apex Austin’s transportation subcommittee on
atransportation strategy to assist Heartland Express in the transportation of workers at,
for example, the plant to home. Council Member Chaffee also reported that the
Wellstone developers are still interested in Austin and are continuing to look for land.

HRA: No report.
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CVB: Director Jeanne Sheehan is currently working on its End-of-the-Y ear Report. The
CVB has recently held a city-wide meeting of restaurant and hotel/motel management
with 75% participation. The managers have expressed a desire to meet quarterly. The
CVB has received severa calls from other CVBs asking for advice on how Austin runs its
(successful) CVB.

Council Member-at-Large Chaffee reported that the City and Port Authority has signed
papers with the CRC.

Council Member Nordin reported that the inside work is being done on St. Paul’s Church.
Ms. Nordin aso reported that one ball diamond has been completed at Riverland
Community College.

Council Member Poppe reminded Council of the Truth in Taxation hearing on November
29 at 5:30.

City Engineer Jon Erichson reported that 18" Avenue NW is now completed and open on
the east side of Indy Lube.

Chief Paul Philipp requested a street closing on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce for
Christmasin the City (Main Street).

Moved by Council Member Fedson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving
the street closing. Carried.

Library Director Chris McArdle-Rojo announced that the library is holding afine
reduction program during the week of Thanksgiving to benefit The Salvation Army. For
every food item brought in to the library, one dollar will be reduced from your fine.

City Administrator Patrick McGarvey reported on Governor Jesse Ventura's proposed
“Big Plan” budget. If adopted, there would be arestructuring of K-12 funding with
implications for city and county taxes. Speaker of the House Steve Sviggum and Ron
Abrams, head of Tax Appropriations Committee spoke on Local Government Aid; Mr.
McGarvey reported that they have a* mutual understanding” on LGA.

Mr. McGarvey aso reported on the League of Minnesota Cities conference which he and
the Mayor attended. PERA is dlipping; additional contribution by employers and
employees are needed so that the fund will be fully funded. Mayor Rietz added that it
appears that LGA will not be touched.

Mayor Rietz thanked Jon Erichson for preparation of the project assessments.
Mayor Rietz reminded everyone of the wager between the City and County; she and

County Commissioner Ray Tucker will be ringing the bell in a competition for the
Salvation Army.
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Christmas in the City will take place Friday, November 24, 2000.

Mayor Rietz bade good luck to reporter Jana Peterson of the Austin Daily Herald.

Adjourned: _ 6:55 p.m.

Approved: December 4, 2000

Mayor:

City Recorder:
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