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M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

JANUARY 2, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Fedson, Jorgenson, Boughton, Poppe, Nordin and 
Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News media.  Sergeant/Investigator Mark Haider. 
 
 
Minutes from the December 27, 2000 have not been completed and will be approved at the 
next council meeting. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Reitz recognized and awarded plaques to City of Austin year 2000 retirees 
employees Roger Hofner, Sewer Maintenance Department; Tom Brown, Waste Water 
Treatment Plant; and Glenn Thaisen, Police Department. 
 
Council Member Poppe delivered a recap of year 2000 accomplishments of city personnel.  
(See attached) 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Massage establishment:  Nature’s Helping Hands, 424 N. Main St. 
 2001 License Renewals:   Copy attached. 
 
Claims: 
           Pre-list of bills. 
 Allison Fuller, 2102 5th Avenue NW.  This claim has been referred to the City Attorney 

to protect the City’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Fedson, 
adjourning the meeting at 5:39 p.m..  Carried. 
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FIRST MEETING OF NEW COUNCIL 
 
 

Mayor Rietz introduced First Ward Council Member Wayne Goodnature and Second Ward 
Council Member Pete Christopherson. 
 
Oaths of Office were taken by Mayor Bonnie Besse Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Dick 
Chaffee, First Ward Council Member Wayne Goodnature, Second Ward Council Member 
Pete Christopherson, and Third Ward Council Member Dick Lang. 
 
The full council read ‘The Athenian Oath’, an oath taken by the young men of ancient 
Athens when they reached the age of seventeen. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 

Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Nordin and Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News media.  Sergeant/Investigator Mark Haider. 
 
 
Item #18, a resolution setting a public hearing for rezoning property in the Lickteig Second 
Addition was removed from the agenda. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution appointing the following people to their respective offices for a term of two years 
commencing January 2, 2001.   
 
 City Administrator  Patrick McGarvey 
 City Recorder/Treasurer Tom Dankert 
 City Attorney   David Hoversten 
 City Engineer   Jon Erichson 
 
7-0.  Carried. 
The above-named – Mr. McGarvey, Mr. Dankert, Mr. Hoversten, and Mr. Erichson – took 
their oaths of office. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting a resolution extending a vote of appreciation to Neil Fedson for his dedicated 
service as first ward council member.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting a resolution extending a vote of appreciation to Roger Boughton for his dedicated 
service as second ward council member.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the Mayor’s appointments to council committees and boards/commissions: 
 
 
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AUTHORITIES, AND MISCELL. APPOINTMENTS 
 
CITY/COUNTY HEALTH BOARD (County Appointment) 
 Poppe    
 
 
MOWER COUNTY AREA PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
 Poppe    
 Lang    
 
 
HOUSING AND REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  
 Chaffee   
 Lang    
 Jorgenson   
 Nordin    
 
 
EAST SIDE LAKE JOINT POWERS BOARD 
 Lang    
 Nordin    
 

JOINT AIRPORT ZONING BOARD – AUSTIN/MOWER COUNTY 
 Goodnature   
 Chaffee   
 
 
LIBRARY BOARD  
 Poppe    
 
 
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD  
 Nordin    
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JOINT SOLID WASTE BOARD  
 Christopherson  
 
 
FAMILY CONNECTIONS 
 Poppe    
 
 
HEARTLAND EXPRESS 
 Christopherson  
 
 
CABLE TV COMMITTEE  
 Goodnature   
 
 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
 Jorgenson   
 
 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OF AUSTIN 
 Jorgenson   
 
 
PORT AUTHORITY OF AUSTIN 
 Lang    
 Chaffee   
 
 
APEX AUSTIN   
 Jorgenson   
 
 
JOINT POWERS TRAIL COMMITTEE 
 Goodnature   
 Chaffee   
 
    
AUSTIN/MOWER COUNTY HOMEOWNERSHIP BOARD 
 Nordin    
 Goodnature   
 

MOWER COUNTY WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 Christopherson  
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION BOARD 
 Poppe    
 

LEAGUE OF MOWER COUNTY CITIES 
 Rietz    
 

SENIOR CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 Jorgenson   
 

COUNTY/CITY COMMITTEE 
 Rietz    
 Chaffee   
 Jorgenson   
 Lang    
 

Q-TV COMMITTEE 
 Goodnature   
 
 
 
 

2001 STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

FINANCE, PERSONNEL 
 
      *Chaffee    Jorgenson    Lang    
   
 
ORDINANCE 
 
 *Lang     Poppe     Christopherson  
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
(Streets, Light, Water, Sidewalks, Curb, Highways, Central Garage, 
 Environmental Services) 
 
 *Christopherson   Nordin    Lang    
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FIRE DEPARTMENT  
 
 *Poppe    Jorgenson    Goodnature   
 
 
PARK AND RECREATION 
 
 *Nordin    Christopherson   Chaffee   
 
 
AIRPORT, TRAILS AND RAILROAD 
 
 *Goodnature    Chaffee    Nordin   
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 
 *Jorgenson    Poppe     Goodnature   
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(Law Enforcement Center, Emergency Management) 
 
 *Rietz     Chaffee    Jorgenson   
 
*Denotes Chairperson 
 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution designating depositories for checking and investment of public funds 
for 2001.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, designating the 
Austin Daily Herald as the official newspaper for the City of Austin for the year 2001.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
The Engineering Department has identified six properties as substantially damaged resulting 
from flooding.  Council Member Lang asked if these six properties were the only properties 
that would be identified as damaged.  Community Developer Director Craig Hoium replied 
that after compiling data, these are the properties that have sustained damage in the past 
years.  Currently funding limits have restricted the list to these properties, but more funding 
may come.  Properties would receive approximately 50% of the market value.  Council 
Member-at-Large Chaffee stated that the City would continue to look at the situation (more 
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funding).  Mr. Hoium noted that 26 or 28 properties have been identified by the RLP, along 
with about 100 other properties in the flood plain. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution identifying substantially damaged properties resulting from the July 9, 2000 
flood.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
In 1995, Resolution #10460 was passed to approve platting of what was to be known as 
Lickteig’s Second Subdivision”.  This plat was never recorded in the Mower County 
Recorder’s Office.  It is now necessary to rescind this resolution in order to proceed with the 
platting of approximately 6.41 acres for a proposed 72-unit multi-family residential 
development in this area to be known as Lickteig’s Second Addition.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting a resolution to rescind Resolution No. 10460.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, setting a 
hearing for Tuesday, January 16, 2001 for a 620-square-foot variance from City Code 
limiting accessory structures to no more than 1000 square feet in an R-1 Single-Family 
Residence District requested by Steven Carroll, 2406 12th Avenue SW.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, setting a public 
hearing for Tuesday, January 16, 2001 for a variance from the City Code open-area 
requirement of the minimum twenty percent in a B-2 Community Business District 
requested by Jon Boyer.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, setting a public 
hearing for Tuesday, January 16, 2001 for preliminary platting of property to be known as 
Lickteig 2nd Addition. 
 
REPORTS:  
 
No report from the HRA. 
 
No report from the DCA. 
 
No report from the CVB. 
 
Council Member Poppe noted she would set a Fire Committee meeting at a later date. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson gave a brief synopsis on the Bike Committee:  After the 
accident near Target involving a bicycle, the Bicycle Committee was formed which meets 
almost every month.  City participants include Council Members Nordin, Jorgenson, and 
City Engineer Jon Erichson.  Several concerned citizens have been regularly attending as 
well:  Dan Ulwelling, Knowles  Dougherty, Karen Ferguson from Mower County, Dale 
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Vandenover, Gloria Nordin, Ken Tribbett, Sharon Zaharis, Matt Simonson, and James 
Huddleston.  Council Member Jorgenson stated that in the early ‘70s a bike committee was 
meeting, but the emphasis then was on the safety of children.  Now the concern is for the 
safety of all citizens.  Council Member Jorgenson noted that Austin will (in the future) have 
the unique status of being connected to three major bike trails.  Bike pamphlets will be 
published in the near future.  Also, as 18th Avenue is planned, bike access will be considered 
in. 
 
The Council Park and Rec Committee will meet on Tuesday, January 9 at 4:00 in the Park 
and Rec offices. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson reminding the public to advise children not to build forts in the 
boulevards.  Also, garbage cans should remain on the boulevard, not in the street. 
 
Council Member Goodnature asked Mr. Hoium if citizens should be concerned with large 
amounts of snow on rooftops.  Mr. Hoium replied that during a melt, there could be ice 
buildup causing water to seep in under shingles. 
 
The new council’s formal picture will be taken prior to the February 5, 2001 council 
meeting. 
 
Lt. Curt Rude warned the public of using common sense while snowmobiling after a recent 
fatality involving a snowmobile and another accident in which the driver was under the 
influence of alcohol.   
 
The public was also notified that no parking is allowed on side streets while the snow 
ordinance is in effect.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adjourning the 
meeting to January 16, 2001. 
 
 
Adjourned:   6:35 p.m.    
 
Approved:    January 16, 2001   
   
Mayor:         
 
City Recorder:        
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