
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, Lang, and 
Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Goodnature.   
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Kyle Klaehn.  Media.  Public.   
 
 
A request for the gambling premises permit renewal application for the VFW was added 
to the agenda.  Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council 
Member Nordin, approving the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the council minutes of April 2, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda.  Carried.  6-0.  Consent agenda is as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Cab driver:  Ricky Diaz, 1010 – 3rd Avenue SW 
  Concrete:  Jon S. Finstad dba Holzer Mud Jacking, PO Box 1354, Eyota, MN 
       Alternative Construction Services, Inc., Rt. 4, Box 219A 
 Excavation:  Alternative Construction Services, Inc., Rt. 4, Box 219A 
 Food:  Austin Park and Recreation Pool, 121 4th Avenue NE  
  El Palacio de la Cumbia, 229 3rd Avenue NE 
 Tree removal:  Dreamwalker Tree  Service, Box 146, Lyle, MN 
  
Claims:  

   
(a) Financial and Investment Reports. 
(b) Pre-list of Bills.  
(c) Property of Jolene Johnson, 709 6th Avenue SW.  This claim has been referred to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
(d)  Property of Heidi Jabary, 1409 3rd Avenue SW.  This claim has been referred to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest.    
   
Claims:  
(d) Financial and Investment Reports. 
(e) Pre-list of Bills. 
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City Engineer Jon Erichson presented the bids results for biosolid removal at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant.  The biosolids removal provides for the transportation and application of 
approximately 4 million gallons of biosolids per year.  This is a bi-annual bid for the costs for 
removal in 2001 and 2002.   
 

 Bidder      Amount 
 
Fergus Power Pump Inc.   $219,920.00 
Fergus Falls, MN 
 
Don Rhin Transport    $300,000.00 
Bloomer, WI 
 
Synagro     $344,000.00 
Miamisburg, OH  

 
The recommended bid is to the low bidder, Fergus Power Pump, Inc.  
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution to award the bid to Fergus Power Pump, Inc.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, resolving 
the Common Council into a Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 2-foot variance from City Code governing the minimum 
sideyard setback of 5 feet in an “R-1” Single Family Residence District, requested by 
Mike McElmury, 1909 3rd Avenue SW.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium 
said that after review by the Planning Commission, it was found that only an 18” variance 
would be required.  The petitioner is located in an R-1 district and is completely 
surrounded by R-1.  The petitioner is requesting the approval of this variance to construct 
a 24’ x 26’ attached garage addition onto the wet and south side of the house.  The garage 
would be 3½ feet from the west property line.  Mr. Hoium reported he had received no 
objections to this request.  The Planning Commission has unanimously recommended 
approval by an 8-0 vote. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
variance request.  5-1.  Council Member Christopherson voted nay saying the setbacks 
have been established and are a standard that everyone should follow.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adjourning 
the Board of Adjustment and Appeals back into a Common Council.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for preliminary plat approval of property to be known as 
Rosenthal 2nd Addition for the development of 25 single-family lots.  The petitioners are 
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proposing to replat this approximate 16.72-acre site for the development of 26 single-
family lots.  The site is located south of 16th Avenue SW and east of 4th Street SW.  Part 
of the area to be replatted is in the flood fringe; part borders the floodway.  The plat 
includes a public right-of-way on 2nd and 3rd Streets SW.  The Planning Commission has 
recommended pre-plat approval by a unanimous vote (8-0) with 13 conditions.  City 
Engineer Jon Erichson said after reviewing the design, a lift station may be required and 
could be included as a condition also.  After discussion, condition #9 was reworded to 
read, “Design of all infrastructure within development shall meet the approval of the City 
of Austin Engineer and Austin Utilities which may or may not include a lift station.” 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to 
approve the preliminary plat with conditions.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Public hearings were held for street improvements planned for 2001.  An informational 
meeting for the projects was held on April 9.  City Engineer Jon Erichson reviewed the 
general policies for assessing and assessment payment options.   
 
Project 1-A-01 would consist of 16th Street SE (Oakland Avenue East to 4th Avenue SE), 
18th Street SE (3rd Avenue to 4th Avenue SE), and 3rd Avenue SE (16th Street SE to 20th 
Street SE). 
 
16th Street SE:  The project will remove all of the existing asphalt pavement and curb and 
gutter.  Pavement will be replaced with 8” of asphalt and concrete curb and gutter.  The 
width will be increased to 38 feet. 
 
18th Street SE:  The project will remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace only 
the curb and gutter areas that are deficient in structure or drainage and install curb and 
gutter where there isn’t any in place. 
 
3rd Avenue SE:  The project will remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace only 
the curb and gutter areas that are deficient in structure or drainage. 
 
Areas of deficient sidewalk will be replaced and handicap ramps will be constructed 
where applicable. 
 
Storm sewer, storm sewer laterals and catch basins will be upgraded throughout the 
length of the project. 
 
The sanitary sewer will be replace on 16th Street from 1st Avenue to 4th Avenue.  In other 
areas, repairs will be made to areas of deficient pipe.  The sewer user fund will pay for 
this replacement. 
 
A perforated tile line will be constructed on 16th Street and 3rd Avenue SE to provide for 
subgrade drainage and also to allow for residents to connect sump pumps and footing 
drain lines to.   
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Water, gas and electric will be rehabilitated as required by Austin Utilities. 
 
The estimated assessments for this project are as follows: 
 Residential (with curb and gutter):  $31.00 - $33.00/L.F. 
 Residential (no curb and gutter):  $37.00 - $39.00/L.F 
 
The project benefits include: 
 
1) New street – Improved ride and appearance 
2) 16th Street SE – Widened to improve safety 
3) Improved drainage, bicycle-safe catch basins 
4) Tile drainage – Outlet for sump pumps 
5) Renewed underground utilities 
6) Deficient sidewalk replaced to improve pedestrian safety 
7) Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps, and 
8) Maintenance costs decreased 
 
Milt Flynn, 401 16th Street SE, spoke to Council regarding problems with his sewer lines 
being plugged and what he and a neighbor had to do to resolve the problem.  Mr. Flynn 
had problems with a standpipe shifting off the sewer pipe; eventually a plumber 
connected his line to the 3rd Avenue sewer line.  He would like consideration of his 
assessment since he is not connected to the sewer line on 16th Street NE.  Mr. Erichson 
said the sewer lines would be paid 100% by the sewer user fund, which is set aside for 
projects like this.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee asked how Mr. Flynn’s plumbing is 
working now;  Mr. Flynn said that his system is working perfectly. 
 
Asked if handicap ramps would be installed, City Engineer Jon Erichson said the ramps 
are constructed by the City and the City will install midblock if requested.  Asked if 
sewer lines are being installed on 18th Street, Mr. Erichson said Austin Utilities is 
reviewing this.  He added that the new line on 16th Street should help, adding that these 
lines will be televised and deficient lines will be fixed.  Mr. Erichson also said a tile pipe 
would be put in place in this area to which homeowners may connect their sump pumps. 
 
Ed Arnold, 401 18th Street SE, stating he had a double lot (121’ x 102.3’), asked for how 
much he would be assessed.  Mr. Erichson said he would be assessed for 111.65 feet.   
 
Milt Flynn asked Mr. Erichson why he should have had to pay for his reconnection to 3rd 
Avenue NE when the problem was with the city’s standpipe.  Mr. Erichson said the city 
policy has been that the line from a house to the main is the responsibility of the 
homeowner.  Typically a standpipe situation would have the same policy, and currently 
the city does not allow more than one service per standpipe. Mr. Erichson said the logic 
behind the standpipe policy is that it serves only one residence.  He added that the city has 
the capability to televise these lines now. 
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A resident from 16th Street and 3rd Avenue SE said that those were the streets that were 
used by heavy equipment when 4th Avenue was rebuilt.  He doesn’t think he should be 
assessed.   
 
Mr. Erichson said there had been maintenance problems there.  The streets were 
estimated to have been built in the late ‘50s, making the street 40+ years old.  Typically 
the life of a street is 35 years old so the street has outlived its life expectancy.  The street 
also has soils issues; the area has a lot of clay.  Mr. Erichson does not believe that the 
construction work/hauling made a direct impact on the street. 
 
Peggy Thompson, 2012 3rd Avenue SE, asked if indrives would be replaced.  Mr. 
Erichson replied that typically this is done.  No indrives would be constructed where there 
is no curb and gutter.  Ms. Thompson then asked how garbage pickup would be handled.  
Mr. Erichson said that residents should take their garbage to the corner, and if they have 
trouble doing so, the city will help with this. 
 
Hugh Simon, 2000 3rd Avenue SE, said the City bids for these projects too late in the year 
and should bid earlier next year.  He said companies have already got their schedules and 
they “gouge for higher prices.”  City Engineer Jon Erichson replied that the time frame 
for the city bids is not unusual; the companies know the City bids so much work each 
year.  Mr. Erichson said that included with the bids is the engineer’s estimate.  If a bid 
would come in at greater than 10%, the recommendation would probably be to not award.  
Mr. Erichson added that if anyone has questions or their footage to be assessed or their 
estimated assessments, they may call the Engineering Office. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution to order improvement, approve the plans and specifications, and to 
order advertisement for bids for Project 1-A-01.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Project 2-A-01 would consist of 1st Street NE (Oakland Avenue to 1st Avenue) and 1st 
Avenue NE (1st Street NE to 4th Street NE). 
 
This project will remove the existing concrete pavement and concrete curb; these will be 
replaced with concrete pavement of 8 inches and concrete integral curb.  The width will 
remain at 44 feet.  The street was last paved in 1949 and 1957. 
 
Decorative streetlights will be installed the length of the project.  Handicap ramps will be 
installed at intersections. 
 
Storm sewer, storm sewer laterals and catch basins will be upgraded throughout the 
length of the project. 
 
The sanitary sewer will be televised and areas of deficient pipe will be replaced. 
 
Water, gas and electric will be rehabilitated as required by Austin Utilities.   
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The estimated assessment for this project is $46.00 - $48.00 per linear foot for 
commercial property. 
 
The project benefits include: 
 
1) New street with improved ride and appearance 
2) Street will be widened to improve safety 
3) Improved drainage, bicycle-safe grates 
4) Renewed underground utilities 
5) Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps 
6) Maintenance costs decreased 
7) Driveway aprons replaced 
 
Council Member Christopherson asked what would be done at the Fire Station.  Mr. Erichson 
said he has talked to Chief Wilson.  Three or four fire trucks will be placed behind the fire 
station.  An off-site location will also be looked at to temporarily house some fire trucks. 
 
No other comments were made. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution ordering improvement, approving the plans and specifications, and ordering 
advertisement for bids for Project 2-A-01.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Project 3-A-01, Austin Acres, would consist of 17th Street SW (16th Avenue north to Turtle 
Creek), 18th Street SW (16th Avenue to 18th Avenue), 20th Street SW (16th Avenue to 18th 
Avenue), 22nd Street SW (16th Avenue to 18th Avenue), 18th Avenue SW (18th Street to 22nd 
Street), 22nd Drive SW and 25th Street SW (16th Avenue south) 
 
These streets are gravel surface roads approximately 20’ – 24’ in width with drainage ditches.  
The gravel surface will be stabilized with additional aggregate as necessary and graded for 
appropriate surface drainage to the ditches.  Drainage is proposed to be improved with the 
addition and replacement of culverts, ditches will be graded, and tile lines will be replaced to 
provide outlets for storm drainage.  The surface will be pave with 4 inches of asphalt and the 
road shoulders will be stabilized with gravel and sod as necessary.  Sanitary sewer and water 
services will be extended outside of the roadway area in the areas where there are 
undeveloped lots and services are not extended.  Streetlights will be added on existing poles. 
 
Estimated assessments are $24.00 - $26.00 per linear foot for street and $1500 per lot for 
sanitary and water service extensions. 
 
Project benefits include: 
 
1) Hard surface road versus gravel 
2) Elimination of dust problems 
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3) Improved ditch drainage 
4) Culvert replacement 
5) Construction of an outlet for existing drainage problems 
6) Improved street lighting 
7) Maintenance costs decreased 
 
This area is under a orderly annexation agreement from 1987.  Under this agreement, the 
property owners would not be forced to annex, but it would not be opposed.  The remainder 
of the streets in this agreement are 17th Street, 18th Street, 20th Street, 22nd Street, 22nd Drive 
and 25th Street SW.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee noted that 25th Street SW is 
traditionally wet; would the drain problem be helped.  Mr. Erichson said it would.  Mr. 
Erichson added that the homes on the west edge of the streets to be improved are actually not 
within city limits.  Also, the City did install an 18’ tile line and pond for drainage. 
 
Larry McColloch, 1809 18th Street SW, stated that 18th Street and 18th Avenue don’t drain.  
Saying that the City has “inherited a very bad drainage area”, Mr. Erichson said that an outlet 
was created on 16th Avenue, a standpipe was put in for a nearby farmer and a culvert was 
replaced.  Mr. Erichson said there was no doubt in his mind that drainage would improve.  
The City could also tile at an additional cost.  The estimated assessment does not reflect 
tiling.  Asked who would maintain the improved roads, Mr. Erichson replied that the City is 
annexing these parcels into the city so the city will maintain the roads.  Council Member 
Poppe asked if the City would tile to a retention pond.  Mr. Erichson replied that he is not 
certain at this time, but the lines may be able to go out to Turtle Creek. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering 
advertisement for bids for Project 3-A-01.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Project 3-C-01, downtown sidewalks, includes Main Street (2nd Avenue to 4th Avenue), 3rd 
Avenue NW (Main Street to 1st Street NW), and North Main (8th Place to approximately 435 
feet north). 
 
Main Street and 3rd Avenue would consist of removing the existing brick paver border and 
replacing it with concrete exposed aggregate sidewalk.  Other areas of deficient sidewalk 
adjacent tot he brick pavers would also be replaced. 
 
The City would pay 50% of the costs; estimated assessments would be $28.00 - $30.00 per 
linear foot for commercial property. 
 
North Main would consist of removal of the existing asphalt surfacing and replacement with 
a concrete sidewalk, and the placement of sod between the sidewalk and curb.  
 
Estimated assessments would be $22.00 - $24.00 per linear foot. 
 
Project benefits include: 
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1) Improved pedestrian safety 
2) Pedestrian access improved with upgraded handicap ramps 
3) Utility obstructions (water shut-offs and electric junction boxes) replaced at sidewalk 

grade. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a letter from Mower County regarding the sidewalk on 
North Main.  On April 10, the County met and voted to oppose the downtown replacement by 
a vote of 4-1.  Commissioner Ray Tucker was the lone dissenting vote. 
 
Council Member Poppe asked Mr. Erichson if the County informed his office when they did 
the paving at the Human Services location.  Mr. Erichson said he was not aware of it.  
Council Member Christopherson asked if the County was a property owner.  The portion of 
North Main to be assessed concerns three property owners:  Mower County, LCD Investment 
Partners, and St. Olaf Hospital.   
 
Council Member Lang recalled a similar situation that a right-of-way was blacktopped.  He 
said it was the policy of the City of Austin to provide for safety, and the City needs to correct 
the mistake.  He also said it would add beauty to the area. 
 
Park and Rec Director Denny Maschka asked what the timetable is for this project because 
the flowers will have to be moved.  Mr. Erichson said the project would begin after the 
Fourth of July.  He said he would have the Street Department move the planters.  Discussion 
was held on the amount of dirt in the planters.   
 
Esther Plehal, owner of the Burbank Building, asked if she would be assessed for her 
property along 3rd Avenue.  Mr. Erichson replied she would be assessed for the Main Street 
frontage only at $49.25 per foot.  She would also be assessed for the Midtown property, 20.54 
feet at $30.00 per foot.  The 3rd Avenue sidewalk would not be assessed at all.   
 
Commissioner Len Miller representing the Board of Commissioners said the Board had a 
problem with the routine maintenance involved with the sidewalk and green space.   
 
Len Astrup, owner of LCD Properties, said though he is not against the sidewalk 
replacement, they would end up with two sidewalks. 
 
Gretchen Ramlo, owner of Gretchen’s on Main Street, said several business owners she has 
talked with are happy about the sidewalk replacement.  Ms. Ramlo asked if the brick would 
be replaced because it is very slippery when wet.  Mr. Erichson said an exposed aggregate 
would replace the brick as is in place on the south side of the Midtown Building. 
 
Council Member Christopherson asked who would maintain these sidewalks.  Mr. Erichson 
said adjacent property owners are to maintain them. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, ordering 
improvement, approving the plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for bids for 
Project 3-C-01.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Kyle Klaehn, owner of Triple K Specialties, spoke to Council regarding flooding.  He said he 
read in the Herald that Council Member Goodnature said, regarding flooding, if anything will 
be done, we’ll have to do it ourselves.  Mr. Klaehn said he hoped other solutions can and will 
be looked at.  He questions the Army Corps of Engineers report, saying just buying out 
homes may not be a solid solution.  Development continues; it cannot be helped.  With 100 
new homes built, will 100 homes be taken away (from the flood plain area) in a few years?  
Mr. Klaehn would like to see more flood help go to the businesses in town.  There aren’t a lot 
of FEMA grants for them.  Mr. Klaehn says there are efforts for affordable housing; what 
about affordable businesses?  He has seen creativity in the Council’s efforts, and now he 
would like to see it directed toward flood situation.  Mr. Klaehn would like to see small 
projects realized, even if over five years.  Whatever the City would do would be appreciated. 
 
The Finance Committee has approved an additional $39,584 for exterior restoration and 
upgrade of the former Wold Drug Store building at the southwest corner of Main Street and 
2nd Avenue SW.  Funding would come from TIF 10.  Council Member Lang stated it would 
be his last favorable vote to put money in this building.  Council Member Poppe concurred 
with Mr. Lang saying the building was updated to the level of provided funds.  The Council 
can learn from this experience.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said this building has 
been a priority of the Council’s for a long time. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the phase two exterior work on the former Wold Drug Store building.  Carried. 
 
Gary Morgan is no longer on the Human Rights Commission because of a move to Lyle.  
Mayor Rietz is recommending Karl Dalager to be appointed to the Human Rights 
Commission.  Mr. Dalager is a pastor and has a Hispanic ministry in Austin.  He has lived in 
India and Colombia and served for a short time on the Human Rights Commission before his 
stay in India. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the appointment of Karl Dalager to the Human Rights Commission.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has had an airport farm rental/mowing agreement with Bob Sikkink since 
1985.  Mr. Sikkink mows at the airport in exchange for the right to farm the property; no 
money is exchanged.  The agreement has worked well, and it is recommended to extend the 
agreement.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said the agreement states that Mr. Sikkink 
may only grow hay and that bales must be removed immediately.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving the agreement.  6-0.  Carried. 
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The Finance Committee has approved the following budget carryovers: 
1. Community Development – Carryover of $3,180 from Capital Outlay to purchase 

miscellaneous equipment.  Account Number 11-4900-540. 
2. Park and Rec – Carryover $17,000 from the 2000 road materials budget for 

maintenance of certain parking lots.  Account Number 11-4521-224. 
3. Park and Rec – Carryover $10,000 from the capital outlay budget to retrofit some 

of the current bleachers.  Account Number 11-4900-540. 
4. Park and Rec – Carryover of $3,000 for irrigation system on the Sterling median.   

Account Number 11-4900-540. 
5. Engineering – Carryover $35,000 for replacement of the roof on the maintenance 

hangar.  Account Number 11-4900-540. 
6. Community development – Carryover of $2000 to complete the Comprehensive 

Plan.  Account Number 11-4900-540. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution to approve the budget carryover.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City pays a community health officer $104.16 per month.  The continuation of this 
payment was approved at the Finance Committee. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the community health officer monthly payment.  6-0.  
Carried. 
 
On November 30, 1998, the Finance Committee approved the purchase of land from Arnold 
Heimsness, 1402 4th Avenue SE.  This could have some future value to us in drainage issues.  
There is an outstanding assessment in the amount of $1,233, plus taxes in the amount of 
$127.68 dating back to 1999.  Mr. Heimsness has signed the purchase agreement to sell the 
land to the City for $1.  The City will pay for the assessment and outstanding taxes. 
 
The issue was laid over until City Attorney David Hoversten checked the City Charter 
regarding purchase of property and full council approval. 
 
The Ordinance Committee has approved a 3.2 beer license for Francisca Alverez dba El 
Palacio de la Cumbia at 229 3rd Avenue NE (the old Righty’s Bar building).  The license 
would be approved upon state and city building codes being met as the building is still under 
construction. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the license.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Regarding the purchase of property, Mr. Hoversten reported that a unanimous vote is required 
for a sale of property; it is not required for the purchase of property. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Jorgenson, adopting a resolution 
approving the purchase of property at 1402 4th Avenue SE.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, authorizing the City 
to contract for the removal of garbage at 409 2nd Street SE.  Carried. 
 
Austin Utilities has requested an easement near Northeast Power Plant to be granted to Great 
River Energy.  Austin Utilities and the City of Austin Engineering Department has 
recommended approval.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, approving 
the utilities easement.  Carried. 
 
Austin Utilities is requesting easements in the Burbank Addition.  The Engineering 
Department is recommending an approval of a 10-foot easement versus the 15-foot requested.  
The City may widen the sidewalk and a trail may be constructed in the future. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
utilities easement of 10 feet.  Carried. 
 
Bolton & Menk has proposed two options for improvements at the Southwest Lift Station.  
The options were reviewed by the Public Works Committee; the recommendation is to 
proceed with Option 2.  The project will provide 1) additional sanitary sewer capacity to 
southwest Austin, 2) a more reliable lift station, and 3) the installation of a new force main 
will provide for additional capacity in existing lines that serve southwest and northwest 
Austin. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution approving the improvements at the Southwest Lift Station.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting a 
resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal for the VFW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
No report from the DCA 
No report from the HRA. 
 
Council Member Lang questioned the issue of the country crossing on 4th Avenue NE still in 
Matters in Hand.  The 4th Avenue NE issue has been tabled to wait on decision on the DM&E 
from the Surface Transportation Board.  No ruling has been received yet. 
 
CVB:  The new schedule has started at the CVB.  Tourism is down as it is in similar-sized 
towns.  The CVB has begun discussion on the impact on tourism with the opening of the 
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Spam Museum.  The CVB will be looking into how to help businesses with the expected 
influx.  Also, the Austin Daily Herald has requested a monthly column from the CVB. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson expressed thanks to City Engineer Jon Erichson for all of his 
work. 
 
There will be a Public Works Committee meeting on Thursday, April 19 at 4:30. 
 
Council Member Christopherson cautioned Council to be careful so that the City could afford 
to operate the second sheet of ice. 
 
The next Park and Rec Committee meeting will be Thursday, May 2 at 4:00.  The Park and 
Rec Board will meet at 5:15 the same day. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, removing 
skateboard park financing from Matters in Hand.  Carried. 
 
A Finance/Personnel Committee meeting was set for May 7 at 3:30. 
 
A special council meeting is needed for approving the developer’s agreement with Podawiltz 
Development.  A Finance Committee meeting must be held prior to this special council 
meeting. 
A Finance Committee meeting was tentatively set for Thursday, April 26 at 4:30.  A Special 
Council Committee is set for 4:45 the same day.  Craig Hoium will notify council members 
to confirm. 
 
Council Member Poppe thanked the Finance Committee for the skateboard park funds.   
 
Council Member Poppe would like to initiate a watershed manager.  There are a number of 
solutions.  It took years to build up this (watershed) problem; it will take years to solve. 
 
A Police Department Committee meeting was set for May 1 at 11:00. 
 
Chief Paul Philipp reported that Officer Kevin Sederquest was sworn in that morning, 
bringing the total of officers up to full capacity, 28.  Unfortunately, another retirement is 
coming up at the end of this month. 
 
An interviewing schedule for arena/ice architects/engineers for Tuesday, May 1, 4:00 – 6:00. 
 
The Volunteer Banquet will be Tuesday, April 24, 5:30 – 6:30 at the Ruby Rupner 
Auditorium. 
 
Council Member Christopherson reminded all pet owners to pick up after their pets. 
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adjourn the 
meeting to May 7, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  7:28  p.m.   
 
Approved:   May 7, 2001   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       


	Bidder						Amount

