
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 21, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Lang, and 
Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Poppe.   
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.   
 
 
Mayor Rietz began the meeting with a short report on the Washington DC trip.  HRA 
Director Kermit Mahan, City Engineer Jon Erichson and Mayor Rietz visited several 
politicians in Washington on May 16 at the request of Representative Gil Gutknecht.  The 
trio spoke to an aide of Senator Mark Dayton, Senator Paul Wellstone, Sara Neimeyer, 
Rep. Jim Walsh who chairs the Finance Subcommittee covering FEMA and all expressed 
support.  Senator Charles Grassley, Chair of the Senate Finance Committee said he would 
co-sign a request from Dayton or Wellstone.   
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson reported that the public works committee has discussed the 
proposed watershed coordinator, and it will be a topic at the next city/county meeting.  
The position would work out of the Soil and Conservation Board, and the objective of 
this job would be to decrease water coming into Austin.   
 
The following items were added to the agenda: bids and award for the Austin Municipal 
Fuel Tank, Hazard Mitigation Plan Agreement, a (county) request for funding an 
additional county attorney, and a (county) request for raising the prisoner boarding fee. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting agenda with additions.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving the 
council minutes of May 7, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda.  Carried.  6-0.  Consent agenda is as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 

3.2 Beer On-sale:  Austin Softball Association @ Todd Park 
Food:  Austin Softball Association @ Todd Park 
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Master plumber:  Plumbing & Heating Service Inc., 3335 W. St. Germain,  
St. Cloud, MN 

Massage establishment:  Serenity Massage, 422 No. Main St. 
Cab Driver:  Dale L. Arett, 108 2nd Street SW 

    
SPAM JAM Licenses 
  Temporary food: Tommy’s Concessions, 10967 Cty Rd 8 SW, Stewartville, MN 
  Kroekers Concessions, 2011 7th Avenue, Mankato, MN  
  Mediterranean Food, PO Box 11776, Mpls, MN 
  4 Reasons KettleKorn, 1705 120 Ave, St. Croix Falls, WI
  Charlie’s, 19684 34th St. NE, St. Charles, MN 
  Dave’s Concessions, 25134 555th Avenue, Austin 
  The Hawaiian Shave Ice Co., 820 E. Elm, Waseca, MN 
  Regals Langos, 215 18th Street SW, Rochester, MN 
  C&R Food Concepts, 1501 NE 191st St., Apt. 211, N. Miami Beach, FL 
  Bonnie’s Concession, RR1, Box 242A, Browns Valley, MN 
  Peterson Mini Donuts, 13665 Hwy 169, Blue Earth, MN 
  Godfather’s Pizza, PO Box 2800, Spirit Lake, IA 
  Taste of Greece, 4017 80th Avenue N., Brooklyn Park, MN 
  SNAK Distributing, 54317 160th Street, Austin 
  The Cooler, RR1, Box 28, Oakland, MN 
  Diamond Dave’s Taco Co., 1301 18th Avenue NW, Austin 
  Early Risers Kiwanis Club, 111 North Main #101, Austin 
  Faye’s Concessions, 804 19th Street NE, Austin 
  Cashwise Foods, 1300 18th Avenue NW, Austin 
  Holiday Inn, 1701 4th Street NW, Austin 
 
Claims:  
   
(a) Financial and Investment Reports. 
(b) Pre-list of Bills.  
 
 
   
 
 
The City received one bid for asphalt emulsion.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said the lone bid reflects 
the current fluctuation in the market.  This material is used for sealcoating of approximately one-
fourth of city streets each year, to be done in the northwest section of town this year.   
 
 

Bidders     Bid Amount 
      (Based on 24,000 gals CRS 2 
      and 36,000 gals CRS-2P)    
 Koch Materials     $55,812.00 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution awarding the bid to Koch Materials.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City received bids for seasonal supplies of asphalt for bituminous surfacing material.  This 
material is used for overlay and patching.  The bids are summarized based on the base bid that was 
submitted plus the cost associated with hauling the materials.  The bids are as follows: 
 
Bidder Base Bid    Mileage       Total Cost/Ton 
 
Ulland Bros.  $135,575/5500 = 24.65/ton  (21.4) (.15) = 3.21 $27.86 
Shamrock  $116,400/5500 = 21.16/ton  (51)(.15) = 7.65 $28.81 
Crane Creek  $149,950/5500 = 27.26/ton  (37.4) (.15) = 5.61 $32.87 
 
The Engineering Dept. recommended the bid be awarded to Ulland Bros.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution awarding the bid to Ulland Bros.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The city received bids on truck equipment for one single-axle dump truck.  Equipment includes box 
and hoist, front snow plow and hitch, snow plow wing, underbody snowplow and sander.  The bids 
are as follows: 
 
 Bidder       Amount 
Universal Truck Equipment     $39,800.25 
Crysteel Truck Equipment     $43,074.05 
J-Craft Inc.       $44,354.14  
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution awarding the bid to Universal Truck Equipment.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented bids for a new fuel tank for the Austin Municipal 
Airport.  Mr. Erichson recommended awarding the bid to Midwest Petroleum.  Bids are as 
follows: 
 
 Bidder Bid Amount   
     
 
Midwest Petroleum & Environmental   $76,744.00 
Minnesota Petroleum Service     $81,065.00 
Engineer’s Estimate      $75,500.00 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member  Nordin, adopting 
a resolution awarding the bid to Midwest Petroleum and Environmental.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for rezoning of property at 2601 W. Oakland Avenue owned by 
Ronald and Lori Wieseler from an R-2 Multi-Family Residence District to a B-2 Community 
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Business District for a proposed used-car dealership.  On May 15, 2001, the Planning 
Commission approved the request by a 7-0 vote.  Community Development Director Craig 
Hoium stated that if the rezoning is approved, another hearing for a conditional use in a B-2 
would be required.  Included with the rezoning request are Findings of Fact for the petition.  
Mr. Hoium noted Item #2 which specifies that the proposed rezoning would not adversely 
affect the public health, safety, welfare and and aesthetic value of the area.  Mr. Hoium also 
noted that one issue could be reviewed by the Planning Commission.  He recommended that 
the hearing be continued so that the land use map could be reviewed and possibly amended.  
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee inquired about the intersection of 24th and 25th Streets and 
resulting traffic flow.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said he didn’t believe anything could be 
done because of the intersection onto the highway.  He stated that on-street parking could be 
restricted initially on the west side adjacent to that property.  Council Member Lang objected, 
noting the Comprehensive Plan was just completed in the last year and is already being 
changed.  Mr. Lang agreed that it was an ideal place for a car lot, but does not like some 
rezoning requests being granted, and some others not.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin to continue the 
hearing to June 18, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, resolving the 
Common Council into a Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 3-foot variance from the minimum sideyard setback of 5 feet 
and also an 8% variance from the maximum lot coverage of 40% in an R-1 Single-Family 
Residence District, requested by David Miller, 1008 6th Avenue NE.  The proposed 9.5’ x 30’ 
attached garage addition would exceed the allowable lot coverage but would be less than 
what it is currently.  Firewall protection would be required.  Currently there is not any fire 
protection.  The Planning Commission approved the variance with the condition that the 
storage accessory structure be removed from the property. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
variance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adjourning the Board of Adjustments and Appeals back into a Common Council.  Carried. 
 
The final resolution for vacation of 2nd Street SW, Rosenthal 2nd Addition was presented to 
Council for approval.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said this vacation is in connection of the 
development along 4th Street SW, south of 16th Avenue.  No public utilities were involved, 
and there were no problems with the vacation request.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
the resolution approving the vacation.  6-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving vacation 
commissioner payment.  The payment is $75.00 per commissioner, a straight fee the 
commissioners receive for one meeting. 
 
Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium said currently there is not any specific 
regulation addressing land use in the establishment of adult bookstores or similar businesses 
in the City of Austin.  According to federal law, there must be certain areas that must be 
permittable for these businesses.  Mr. Hoium is requesting an interim ordinance moratorium 
on the establishment of these businesses until such time that an ordinance can be drafted.  
The City is currently working with Jeff Mundt of Yaggy Colby Assoc. on various zoning 
revisions.  A similar ordinance was adopted on May 18, 1998. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, for the City 
Attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to move the 
ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, for 
adoption of the first reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to move the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, for 
adoption and publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The Finance/Personnel Committee approved the application for a $125,000 grant to fund a 
liaison officer for Ellis Middle School.  The grant may be available through the federal COPS 
program.  The city and school would be required to pay any costs above the $125,000 mark, 
plus keep the officer employed for one additional year after the grant expires.  The estimated 
cost to the city for the fourth year would be approximately $15,000, or ¼ of the total cost.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, approving 
the application for the grant.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
On May 7th, the Finance Committee approved a subrogation claim settlement offer from 
Subrogation Advantage of a net amount between $7600 and $7700 to the City.  This is the 
result of an injury to an individual on the city insurance policy that has had some large health 
insurance bills. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, adopting 
a resolution approving the subrogation settlement with Subrogation Advantage.  6-0.  
Carried. 
 
The Public Works Committee has requested consideration of funding for mosquitoes.  On 
May 7, the Finance Committee approved up to four sprayings, a maximum of $28,000 from 
the contingency line item.  Bids for spraying will (most likely) be on the June 4th agenda. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving funding for mosquito spraying.  Carried. 
 
On May 7, the Finance Committee approved up to $4000 for flag and flagpole for the 
Veterans Pavilion, formerly St. Paul’s Church.   Additionally, two granite benches have been 
added to the request, total cost still is not to exceed $4000. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving 
the funding.  Carried. 
 
Last year Council approved a development agreement for Dinsmoor Acres.  The County 
rejected bid and then authorized rebidding the project in 2001.  The Agreement states that the 
County would install utilities, paving, do the assessing, and annex the parcels.  The City 
would be required to do maintenance.  The project will completed in two phases and would 
be completed in 2002. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting 
the resolution approving the agreement.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Larry Dolphin, Nature Center Director, is seeking monetary assistance from the Minnesota 
Dept. of Natural Resources for maintaining the Center’s trails and bridges and the cross-
country ski-grooming program.  This is an annual request in which the Nature Center receives 
65% for in-kind labor and construction materials.  The usual requested amount has been 
$3000.  This year, the City is requesting $4000 due to the amounts of snow received this year 
and also due to flood damages.  The Park and Rec Board has approved the additional $1000 
request.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting 
a resolution approving the Mayor to sign the application.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson asked if Todd Park could be maintained for x-country skiing and 
walkers.  Park and Rec Director Denny Maschka answered that if a trail were groomed for 
skiing, it would eliminate walkers.  Council Member Jorgenson asked if some trails could be 
maintained for walking.   
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Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented thirteen orderly annexations to be 
approved by resolution.  The parcels to be annexed fall under two separate orderly annexation 
agreements; properties north of 16th Avenue are under the Austin Homesteads agreement 
from 1987, and properties south of 16th Avenue are under the Austin Acres agreement from 
1991.  The agreements state that by January 1, 2001, the City would annex these parcels if 
they hadn’t already been annexed.  The Engineering Department will be making municipal 
improvements in this area, and annexation needs to occur.  Mr. Hoium said there might be 
one additional parcel requiring annexation. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Carol J. 
Whalen, 2007 18th Avenue SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Richard J. 
Lickteig, W. 66’ Lot 6, Blk 9, Austin Acres.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Irene L. Gutz, 
1802 20th Street SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Roman 
Steichen et ux., Lot 4, Exc. E. 200’ and Exc. N. 142.36’, Blk 7, Austin Acres.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Phillip A. 
Selmecki et us., 2305 16th Avenue SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Charles and 
Lois Voogd, trustees, 1706 22nd Street SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Community 
Pump house, Joan Davis, O.L. M Subd. Lot 3, Blk 9, Austin Acres.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Terri Lee 
Bergstrom, 1900 22nd Drive SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Robert M. 
Mitchell, O.L. F Subd., Lot 3, Blk 9, Austin Acres.  6-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Darold 
Anderson, 1704 25th Street SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Gary and 
Audrey Wencl, 1906 25th Street SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Jerald L. and 
Ellen E. Stark, 1809 25th Street SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving orderly annexation of property in Austin Acres owned by Norma J. 
Olson,1304 16th Avenue SW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Finance Director Tom Dankert presented an agreement between the City and Cooperative 
Response Center, Inc. for a loan from the Minnesota Investment Fund.  The loan, not to 
exceed $150,000, will be used for the construction of an office and administration building 
for CRC.  The loan shall bear interest at a rate of two percent.  Council Member 
Christopherson questioned, and Mr. Dankert clarified, that the loan is not being repaid via 
any tax increment. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, adopting 
a resolution approving the agreement for the loan.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting a 
resolution setting a hearing for June 4, 2001 for final plat approval of Rosenthal 2nd Addition.  
6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution setting a hearing for June 4, 2001 for final plat approval of Lickteig 2nd Addition.  
6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved  by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution for the Hazard Mitigation Plan, HRA.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Mower County has requested $40,000 annually for funding a 
fifth county attorney.  The Finance Committee has reviewed the request, and the City has 
drafted a letter denying this request.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee stated that the City is taxed enough from the County.  
Council Member Goodnature thought perhaps the draft letter should be amended to request 
justification for the additional attorney.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said the City has 
requested a “paper trail” repeatedly and not received anything.   
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
leave the response letter as drafted.   
 
More discussion followed as to whether the draft letter should be amended.  Parliamentary 
procedure was asked of Assistant Craig Byram who stated that Council Member-at-Large 
Chaffee could leave his motion as stands or accept a “friendly amendment”.  Council 
Member-at-Large Chaffee wished to leave his motion as it stood (i.e., letter as drafted).   
Council Member Jorgenson – Aye 
Council Member Christopherson – Nay 
Council Member Lang – Nay 
Council Member Nordin – Nay 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee – Aye 
Council Member Goodnature – Nay 
Council Member Jorgenson said that in earlier discussion (Finance Meeting), an amendment 
to the draft letter was concerning the County’s request of additional jail boarding funds, not 
for the letter regarding an additional county attorney. 
 
Council Member Nordin would like to include a request of past expenses.  Council Member 
Goodnature said he would like to see a full accounting of the county attorney’s office, full as 
it relates to the city.  Mayor Rietz also added that the city would like to see a justification of 
what the city is responsible for, why the City would be responsible for the new position, and 
what the responsibilities of the new attorney would be. 
 
Moved by Council Member Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Nordin, amending the 
draft response letter to the County regarding full accounting of the need for the additional 
attorney.  Carried. 
 
The Mower County Board has also decided to raise the daily boarding fee for city prisoners 
from $10.00 to $65.00 per day.   The City has drafted a letter to be signed by the Mayor on 
behalf of the City Council requesting that the Board rescind its recent vote.  Under 
advisement of the city attorney, the County should be paying these fees.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
send the letter to the County Board.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
HRA:  No report. 
 
DCA:  George Brophy introduced the new administrative assistant, Chris Jenson.  A Twin 
Cities-based food distributor is looking to locate in Austin.  Also, two local businesses are in 
the early stages of expansion and looking for funding support. 
 
CVB:  No report. 
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Council Member Jorgenson said the first meeting of the newest committee, the Community 
Relations Committee, has met to determine its direction.  The Committee would now like 
input from the other council members.  The Committee may be distributing a questionnaire 
prior to the meeting. 
 
A Committee Relations/Council meeting was set for Wednesday, May 30 at 4:30. 
 
The Park and Rec Committee will meet at 4:00 on Wednesday, June 6 at the Park and Rec 
offices.  The Park and Rec Board will meet at 5:15 on the same date in the Park and Rec 
offices. 
 
The Park and Rec office has distributed its new summer brochure.  The brochure is in three 
languages:  English, Spanish and Vietnamese. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Goodnature, to ask the 
Finance Committee to help finish the Paramount project, to be put in Matters in Hand. 
 
Council Member Lang said this matter should go to the Finance Committee committee first 
before asking to be placed in Matters in Hand.  And, he said; the matter has been discussed. 
 
A Finance Committee meeting was set for June 4 at 3:30. 
 
Finance Director Tom Dankert said this is the normal time to start the budget process, but this 
will be on hold due to the possible change in LGA.  The City will wait to start its budget 
process until the State decides on its funding issues. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee reported on the annual audit.  Darwin Viker of LAWCO 
said we will stay on top of the budget if we continue as we have the last four years.   
 
Fire Chief Dan Wilson will be attending and presenting at the annual LMC conference in 
Duluth on June 23 on the future change in fire services in Minnesota. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adjourn 
the meeting to June 4, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Adjourned:  7:08  p.m.   
 
Approved:   June 4, 2001   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       


