
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

JULY 2, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Nordin and Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News media.  Public. 
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member 
Christopherson, adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the minutes of July 2, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz presented the art award to the winner of the annual Austin art contest, 
PriscillaMae Olson.  Ms. Olson received $500 and gave an explanation of her painting 
entitled “In Remembrance Statuaries.” 
 
Kim Jensen, Director of the Heartland Express, gave a report on the planned restructuring 
and expansion of Heartland Express.  The bus company will be going to a more route-based 
service; a change of ownership is underway, and also, Heartland Express will be looking for 
a new home.  Currently, the system runs primarily under a dial-a-ride mode.  The bus 
service will still have a couple of vehicles for that, but to increase efficiency and serve a 
broader base, set routes have been planned.  There will be no designated bus stops; people 
will flag the bus down.  Come November, a work route will be set up for an express route to 
major employers.  Currently, Heartland Express has given 83,000 rides per year.  A four-
year projection is 180,000 rides per year with the upcoming changes.  Heartland Express has 
applied to the federal government for the purchase and renovation of its facility.  A $1M 
grant has been approved by the House.   
 
Library Director Chris McArdle-Rojo introduced Maggie Snow, newly hired community 
outreach services librarian. 
 
Maria Acosta spoke to Council on her participation in the Blandin Partners in Leadership 
program. 
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Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 Licenses: 
  Food:  Huckleberry Ice Cream Truck, RR #1, Box 44  
  Temporary food:  American Legion Post 91 at Marcusen Park – season  
         Kramer Ace Hardware, 1415 1st Avenue SW – July 13 
  Cab driver:  Jean Branson for AB Taxi, 21920 – 581st Ave. 
  Concrete:  Rick Bliss and John Zaharris, 24273 – 546th Ave.  

   
 Claims: 
 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Tyler Dallas Dahmen.  This claim has been referred to the City Attorney to 

protect the City’s interest. 
c. Peter Bjorndal.  This claim has been referred to the City Attorney to 

protect the City’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
The City of Austin received two bids for fire truck specification:  one from Pierce 
Manufacturing, Appleton, WI, in the amount of $304,231; the other bid from General Safety 
Equipment, Wyoming, MN in the amount of $304,952.   
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution awarding the bid to Pierce Manufacturing.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held relating to the vacation of a public right-of-way in the Lone Oak 
Addition.  The petitioners, Podwaltz Development, has requested the vacation of a cul de 
sac on 25th Street NW in connection with the Murphy Creek townhomes.  No objections 
were heard.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution to proceed with the vacation and appointing vacation commissioners.  6-1. 
Carried.  Council Member Christopherson voting nay.   
 
John Beckel representing the Friends of the Nature Center spoke to Council regarding the 
Friends intent to purchase additional property for the Nature Center.  Property would be 
acquired north of the Adrian Gardner farm and north of the tower quarter section.  
Negotiations have been ongoing; no contract has yet been reached.  The group has some 
money but will ask for grants to help in the financing of the project.  Parks and Rec Director 
Denny Maschka reported that the Board has approved this venture at its most recent meeting 
and has referred the matter to the Finance Committee.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee 
approved of the venture since it agrees with the recommendation of the Friends of the 
Nature Center to expand to the north.  Council Member Poppe questioned the ongoing costs 
for trails, mowing, etc.  Mr. Maschka said some of the expansion will go to prairie and a 
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variety of trees will be grown thus resulting in minimal upkeep and operating costs.  Council 
Member Goodnature asked if the plan for the expansion would include part water as in other 
nature centers, partly for wildlife and partly for flood abatement.  Mr. Maschka said this 
could be considered. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
supporting the Friends of the Nature Center in purchasing additional land for the Nature 
Center.  Carried. 
 
A resolution establishing city policy on making an application to conduct a block party was 
presented to Council.  This resolution has been reviewed by City Engineer Jon Erichson, 
Chief of Police Paul Philipp and the Public Works Committee.  Council Member Poppe 
requested items under #5 to be switched in their order.  Council Member Christopherson 
questioned access for emergency vehicles.  Chief Paul Philipp said this was not discussed; 
past experience with block parties have not had totally blocked streets, but this could be a 
recommendation for future block parties.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said he would 
encourage citizens to make use of our 29 parks.  Council Member Jorgenson asked to have 
the language clarified under Item E in the resolution. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting 
the resolution as amended above.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
(The following four items were approved by ordinances at the June 18th meeting but must be 
approved by resolution). 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan which would change the 
future land use map from a low density residential land use to a high density residential land 
use for The Oaks Condominium Units 100 through 149, 1200 18th Avenue NW.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution approving an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan which would change the 
future land use map from a low density residential land use to a high density residential land 
use for W. 294.51 ft, S 230 ft. NW¼, NW¼, Sec. 34, Township 103, Range 18, 156 acres.  
6-1.  Carried.  Council Member Lang voting nay. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting a resolution approving an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan which would 
change the future land use map from a low density residential land use to an arterial 
commercial land use (3.41 acres), N½, SE¼, Section 5, Township 102, Range 18.  6-1.  
Carried.  Council Member Lang voting nay. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting a resolution approving an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan future land use 
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map which would change the future land use shown for the property legally described as Lot 
1, Block 1, Pine Manor Addition from a low density residential land use to an arterial 
commercial land use.  5-2.  Council Member Lang and Goodnature voting nay. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgensons, setting a 
public hearing for Monday, July 16, 2001 for a preliminary plat review of property to be 
known as Orchard Creed 2nd Subdivision.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, setting a public 
hearing for Monday, July 16, 2001 for a preliminary plat review of property to be known as 
Crestwood Hills 4th Addition.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a public 
hearing for Monday, July 16, 2001 for a preliminary plat review of property to be known as 
Blum Addition.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, setting a public 
hearing for Monday, July 16, 2001 for review of an appeal filed on the approval of a 
conditional use permit petitioned by Ron and Lori Wiesel, 100 22nd Street SW.  Carried. 
 
Cooperative Response Center’s architect has requested a landscape mitigation proposal for 
its development site at 2001 8th Street NW.  City Code limits tree removal for commercial 
development sites to 30 percent.  Eighteen of the 45 trees will be removed.  The landscape 
plan calls for 41 new trees to be planted.  The plan had called for some trees to be planted 
around the cul de sac but since there a utility easements there, those trees will be planted 
along the berm on the east side of the property. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
landscape mitigation.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving the Housing Development Agreement for Murphy’s Creek 
Townhomes.  6-1.  Carried.  Council Member Christopherson voting nay. 
 
Todd Martin has requested a subdivision waiver for property located on the northwest 
corner of the intersection of 16th Avenue SW and 17th Street SW.  The petitioner will be 
subdividing property for a twinhome unit on each parcel. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving 
exemption of subdivider for Todd J. Martin.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
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CVB:  Jeanne Sheehan and Chuck Keller have returned from a CVB conference;  tourism is 
down throughout the state.  The CVB is recommending      
  
Promoting conventions. 
 
Community Relations Committee meeting set for Monday, July 23 at 4:30.  Steve Wald will 
speak on the Crime-Free Multi-Housing program and the Neighborhood Watch program. 
 
An Airport, Trails and Railroad meeting is set for Monday, July 9 at 4:30.  Item to be 
discussed is purchasing property for trails.   
 
Council Member Goodnature recently returned from the LMC conference in Duluth; he 
discussed the Technology Center there.  Council Member Goodnature said it is important 
for communities to prepare themselves for the information age.  If not, we will get left 
behind.  The Technology Center in Duluth is a private sector/public sector join effort; $25M 
for the center came from private funding.  Council Member Goodnature also learned about 
‘Web for Cities’.  Mayor Rietz suggested creating a worksession on this.  Council Member 
Goodnature said he would like to see technology added to an existing committee or to the 
creation of a technology committee. 
 
The Paramount marquee is almost in place. 
 
A Finance Committee was set for Monday, July 16 at 3:00 to talk about budgeting. 
 
The Park and Rec Board will meet Wednesday, July 11 at 5:15. 
 
Chief Philipp reported that both new canines, Cutter and Joker, have been certified.  The 
two serve on opposite shifts:  3:00 – 11:00 and 11:00 to 7:00. 
 
The architects have designed the $39,000 computer center at the library.  Two Spanish 
language computers will be included. 
 
Park and Rec Director Denny Maschka said the Boonestroo contract for the 2nd arena has 
been signed.  A report should be back in September. 
 
The legislature has included Austin in its State bonding bill.  $2M will come from 
MnDTED. 
 
City Attorney discussed the government private data act concerning the adjournment to a 
closed session for the following item:  Review of the organizational audit of the Fire 
Department by Harry Brull of Personnel Decisions International.   
 
Council recessed for 10 minutes from 7:05 to 7:15. 
Harry Brull spoke to Council on his charge:  helping the City of Austin identify where (in 
the Fire Department) things are going well, and where there are interferences.  His major 
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conclusion was that the quality of the Fire Department was not compromised; response was 
timely, appropriate and competent. 

Disatisfaction is being manifested in several ways: 
! Time and energy wasted 
! personal lives are at stake – mental and physical health 
! Move from an all full-time fire department to a combination fire department is losing 

ability to recruit and retain firefighters 
! loss of energy is leading to a deterioration of service  
 
Mr. Brull said the City of Austin needs to have clarity of vision for its fire department:  what 
kind of fire department does the City of Austin want?  Being in limbo causes people to live 
and act at its worst.  Austin is still making a change from an all full-time fire department to a 
combination fire department.  This issue needs resolution. 
 
Mr. Brull said there is nothing highly unusual or insurmountable here.  The department 
needs help in building bridges and identifying issues.  This is a process that won’t see 
resolution in one day. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, to 
adjourn to a closed session.  Carried.  7:30 pm. 
 
Jaime Larson-McLoone, reporter from the Austin Post Bulletin, objected to the closed 
session stating the open meeting law.  City Attorney David Hoversten said this argument has 
come up time after time.  Mr. Hoversten said the Legislature drafted an amendment to the 
law, Subd 2(2) and 3 addresses inherent conflicts.   
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to reopen the 
closed session at 9:31. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson to 
adjourn the meeting to Monday, June 18, 2001. 
 
 
Adjourned:   9:32 pm    
 
Approved:    June 18, 2001    
   
Mayor:        
 
City Recorder:        


