
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Nordin and Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News media.  Public.  Part-time firefighters.  Gary and Alvina 

LeTendre.  Wallace Orth. 
 
 
Three items were added to the agenda:  Annual leaf pick-up program.  Amendments to the 
Lickteig’s Second Addition Developer’s Agreement, and the Fox hangar agreement.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Council Member Christopherson requested a change to the minutes on page 1, paragraph 4. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the 
minutes of August 20, 2001 as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
Licenses: 

Temporary gambling (raffles):  United Catholic Schools Foundation at Pacelli High 
School, 311 NW 4th Street, October 16, 2001. 

Temporary gambling (raffles): Austin Area Chamber of Commerce at Austin Country 
Club, October 24, 2001  

Temporary liquor:  Hormel Historic Home Benefit, Hormel Spam Museum and Hormel 
Historic Home, September 11 and 12, 2001. 

Claims: 
 a.  Pre-list of bills. 
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, resolving the 
Common Council into a Sign Board of Appeals. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented an appeal from Sterling State 
Bank, 1426 1st Avenue SW, and Rochester Sign Service, 3205 East River Road NE, 
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Rochester, MN, to the denial of the issuance of a sign permit to erect a free-standing ground 
sign which exceeds the maximum height of 25 feet and sign face area of 100 square feet for 
ground signs located within a “B-2” Community Business District.  The proposed sign 
would replace the existing ground sign and will be placed just north of the drive-through 
bank.  The sign would exceed the maximum allowable height by 15 feet and exceed the 
maximum area by 245 square feet.  The Planning Commission has denied this appeal due to 
the fact that there are several other businesses surrounding this and they may request the 
same variance.  Council Member Lang didn’t think this sign would be out of place, saying 
that this sign is a “soft” sign in relation to billboards and a car lot across the street.  Council 
Member Poppe noted the current sign, a scrolling marquee can be a safety hazard.  She 
didn’t think it would detract from the corner.  Jerry Mohrfeld representing Sterling State 
Bank said there would be no flashing or rotating lights.  The reason for the height is that the 
current sign is too low when traveling from the north.  The current sign is not that visible.  
In addition, the message center is twenty years old and signs at the Apple Valley, Lakeville 
and Rochester locations are being replaced with this sign.  Council Member Goodnature 
asked if the council approves this, could they deny another.  City Attorney David Hoversten 
said each variance has to be considered on its own location; however, if this were granted, 
the council would have a difficult time turning down others.  Council Member Goodnature 
asked Mr. Mohrfeld if it would be an undue financial cost to make the sign smaller.  Mr. 
Mohrfeld said the business would like to stay uniform with all of its other banks, as it does 
with walls and furniture.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said that the 
planning commission denied the appeal on the basis that other business may ask for the 
same variance.  Council Member Nordin said that each business would have to be handled 
individually; the council is going to have to accept others. 
 
Moved by Council Member Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the appeal.  Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented an appeal from Mel Saxton Ford, 
2701 West Oakland Avenue, and Ace Signs, RR 3, Box 1, Albert Lea, MN, to the denial of 
the issuance of a sign permit to erect a free-standing ground sign which exceeds the 
maximum height limit of 25 feet for properties located in a “B-2” Community Business 
District.  The current sign on the southeast corner is 29 feet; the proposed sign will exceed 
the maximum allowable height by 4 feet, 8-7/8 inches. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
appeal.  Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented an appeal from Plasti-Line Inc., 
PO Box 59043, Knoxville, TN, to the denial of the issuance of a sign permit to erect canopy 
wall signage which does not face a public right-of-way.  The appeal is regarding the Kraus 
Amoco Food Store, 1309 4th Street NW, which is located in a “B-2” Community Business 
District.  Mr. Hoium said that the side that does not face a public right-of-way faces a 
convenience store (Ankeny’s). 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, approving 
the appeal. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented an appeal from Plasti-Line Inc., 
PO 59043, Knoxville, TN, to the denial of the issuance of a sign permit to erect canopy wall 
signage which does not face a public right-of-way.  The appeal is regarding Kelley’s 
Amoco, 3011 West Oakland Avenue, which is located in a “B-2” Community Business 
District. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
appeal.  Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented an appeal from the City of 
Austin to the denial of the issuance of a sign permit to erect a canopy at 229 North Main 
Street (the Wold Drug Building) that would encroach over the public right-of-way 3 feet. 
The Planning Commission has unanimously voted to approve. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
appeal.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the Sign Board of Appeals.  Carried. 
 
The report on bids received for the force main for the Southwest Lift Station was tabled to 
the next council meeting. 
 
A public hearing was held for final plat approval of property to be known as Orchard Creek 
2nd Subdivision.  Said plat is located northwest of the intersection of 16th Avenue SW and 
28th Street SW and is the proposed location of a 24-unit twinhome development. 
 
This matter was reviewed by the Austin City Planning Commission during the scheduled 
July 10, 2001 meeting and also by the Austin City Council on July 16, 2001.  After review 
recommendations were given to approve this preliminary plat with the following conditions.  
Only #5 remains to be completed. 
1. All easements are entered into the plat per the Austin Utilities request.  The final plat 

will be held until the easement situation outlined in Austin Utilities comments are 
resolved.  (All requested easements have been entered into plat). 

2. Developer must acquire all easements outside the plat, which are necessary for the 
extension of utilities to the plat.  (Completed). 

3. Provide street lighting to meet the approval of the City of Austin Engineer.  
(Completed/to be addressed in Developer’s Agreement). 

4. Obtain approval from City of Austin Engineering Department for storm water run-off 
management plan.  (Completed) 

5. Enter into Developer’s Agreement with the City of Austin addressing all aspects of this 
proposed development and the responsibilities thereof.  (To be drafted by staff). 
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6. Design of all infrastructure within development shall meet the approval of the City of 
Austin Engineer and Austin Utilities.  (Approved) 

7. Developer shall obtain petitions approved by the Austin Utilities relating to the 
placement of municipal water, gas, and electric utilities and the cost thereof.  
(Completed) 

 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to approve the final 
plat.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for rezoning of commercial property owned by Gary and Alvina 
LeTendre from a nonconforming “R-1” Single Family Residence District to an “I-1” 
Limited Industrial District for the property located at 2409 4th Street NW.   This action is 
necessary to accommodate a proposed facility expansion and to also bring this property into 
the classification of being a conforming land-use.  Community Development Director Craig 
Hoium said this business is on 4th Street NW, which has several businesses.  Mr. Hoium 
also said this request is in alignment with the Comprehensive Plan, which promotes light 
industrial growth.  The planning commission has approved this action by an 8-0 vote. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, for the 
city attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to move 
the ordinance to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, for 
adoption of the first reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to move 
the ordinance to the second reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to move 
the ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, for the 
adoption and publication of the ordinance.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting a 
resolution approving the Findings of Fact for the aforementioned rezoning.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
resolving the Common Council into a Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held to consider a request from William and Judy Renwick, 409 19th 
Street NW for a 9-foot variance to be issued pursuant to Austin City Code Section 11.30, 
Subd. 5, which specifies the minimum 20-foot rear yard setback for primary structures 



  Minutes of 9-4-01 
   

 5

located in an “R-1” Single Family Residence District.  This requested variance is for the 
construction of a 16-foot x 22-foot attached garage addition.  The petitioners are surrounded 
by R-2 on the east and R-1 on the other sides.  The planning commission reviewed this and 
recommended approval by an 8-0 vote.  
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
variance.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held to consider a request from Wallace Orth, 1818 3rd Street NE for a 
56-sqare-foot variance to be issued pursuant to City Code, which limits the total square 
footage of accessory structures in residential districts to 1000 square feet.  This requested 
variance is for the placement of an 8-foot x 12-foot accessory storage building.  The 
planning commission approved the request by a 7-1 vote.  Council Member Christopherson 
inquired about the setback and lot coverage requirements.  Community Development 
Director Craig Hoium said that with the accessory building, 29% of the lot would be 
covered.  The setback requirement is five feet.  If this setback would be less, the petitioner 
may request approval by a signed paper from the adjacent property owner.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to approve the 
variance request.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
adjourn the Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
The Engineering Department has reviewed the current traffic and parking conditions at 
Austin High School at their request.  The administration was particularly interesting in more 
parking to the west.  Engineering has suggested 20 stalls at the Methodist Church parking 
lot, which would be available at $75 per year.  Nineteen stalls at the old library lot would be 
available at $15 per month.  With the increase of traffic to the west, Engineering has 
suggested installing stop signs on 5th Street NW at 1st Avenue NW creating a 4-way stop. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the parking and traffic requests as listed.  Carried. 
 
Council has met for a budget session on Aug. 29.  Next year’s tax levy is approximately 
$14,000 less than this year’s at $2,299,889 for payable 2002.  The proposed budget payable 
in 2002 is $23,872,272.  Though not required to hold a hearing this year, the City will 
conduct a Truth in Taxation hearing on Nov. 29 with a continuation if needed on December 
11.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said the City needs to prioritize projects with the 
increasing labor, health, and energy costs, adding that this is a very good proposal. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution on the proposed property tax levy and adopting a proposed budget for taxes 
payable in 2002.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Mayor Rietz congratulated all parties involved in the preparation of the budget and levy. 
 
City Administrator Patrick McGarvey presented the Austin Part-time Firefighters Relief 
Association By-Laws with amendments. 
Changes to the by-laws include: 
1. Vesting privileges to begin at seven years rather than 10 years. 
2. Eligibility to receive a pension after having completed seven years of active service and 

having been a member of the Austin Part-time Firefighters Relief Association for 10 
years rather than seven years. 

3. Contribution to the Relief Association will be $2000 - $3500 depending on years of 
service. 

 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
by-laws with changes.  6-0.  Council Member Christopherson abstaining.  Carried. 
 
In his report, Harry Brull, consultant from Professional Decitions International for the fire 
department, has said the City needs to work on its Strategic Plan so as to include a broader 
number of players.  Council Member Poppe requested the action be done by resolution. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Goodnature, adopting a 
resolution authorizing the process and preparation of amendments to the October 2000 
Strategic Plan for the fire department.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
With the recent retirement of one firefighter, the Fire Civil Service Commission has 
recommended that the Council authorize the process and set a timeline to receive 
applications, test, and certify a list from the Fire Civil Service Commission in the hiring of 
one firefighter.  This list will be in place for a number of years. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the above.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a 
public hearing for September 17th for a 3-foot variance from City Code governing the 
minimum 5-foot setback for structures located in R-1 districts, petitioned by Daniel A. and 
Rose M. Sheimo, 403 3rd Avenue SW.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a public 
hearing for September 17th for a 3-foot variance from City Code governing the minimum 5-
foot setback for structures located in R-1 districts, petitioned by Daniel A. and Rose M. 
Sheimo, 403 3rd Avenue SW.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution to set a hearing for September 17th for rezoning of a portion of 
property owned by Clifford Pulsifer, Jr., 404 1st Street NW, Austin, and Roland Fagen, 140 
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Skyline Dr., Granite Falls, from a “B-2” Community Business District to an “I-1” Limited 
Industrial District.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution to set a hearing for September 17th for rezoning of a portion of 
property owned by Clifford Pulsifer, Jr., 404 1st Street NW, Austin, and Roland Fagen, 140 
Skyline Dr., Granite Falls, from an “R-0” Residential Office District to an “I-1” Limited 
Industrial District.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson has proposed the fall leaf collection program for another year.  
Dates for pickup will be October 13-14, October 20-21, October 27-28 and November 3-4. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the leaf collection program.  Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented Lickteig Second Addition  
Developer’s Agreement with amendments.  The amendments include an easement to Austin 
for a 15-foot retention pond and change in the responsible party for the street assessment.  
Both Jim and Clark Thares (Primrose Development) and Richard Lickteig will be paying for 
security and public improvements. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting 
the Licteig Second Addition Developer’s Agreement with amendments.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a proposal from Fox Electric for an airplane hangar.  
Lease rates will be adopted by the City Council, the building will meet the Uniform 
Building Code, and the City will build a minimum taxi runway until taxi reconstruction 
would occur in 2002-2003. 
 
Moved by Council Member Goodnature, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the hangar.  Carried. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
DCA:  No report 
HRA:  No report 
 
CVB:  Next February through May, about 8000 people will be in Austin for a bowling 
convention. 
 
Council Member Poppe set a Fire Committee meeting for September 17 at 4:30. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, removing the 
following from Matters in Hand. 
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“Consideration of the revised Austin Part-time Firefighters Association By-Laws dated 
December 18, 2000.”  Carried. 
 
Council Member Nordin set a Council Park and Rec Committee meeting for 4:15 on 
September 12 at the Park and Rec offices.  The Park and Rec Board will meet at 5:15 the 
same day. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee set a finance meeting for September 17 at 3:30. 
 
Council Member Christopherson noted for the record that he would support 15-position full-
time fire department. 
 
Council Member Goodnature announced that the Airport and Trails Committee would 
reconvene at 8th Avenue at East Side Lake immediately following the council meeting. 
 
Finance Director Tom Dankert said that the city will be working with department heads 
within the next month to finalize the capital outlay plan. 
 
Ted Gilbertson, full-time firefighter sitting in for Dan Wilson, thanked Council for working 
on the strategic plan. 
 
September is National Library Sign-up month.  Also, the library will hold a workshop on 
serving diverse communities on September 26. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, to 
adjourn the meeting to Monday, September 17, 2001. 
 
 
Adjourned:   6:42 p.m.    
 
Approved:    September 17, 2001   
   
Mayor:        
 
City Recorder:        


