
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, Nordin, and 
Lang.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Goodnature. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.  Michael Heise.  
 
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the amended minutes of November 5 , 2001.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Cigarette transfer:  Apollo Liquor Warehouse, 1402 18th Avenue NW 
 Taxi cab driver:   Daniel O. Pumroy for AB Taxi, 614 12th Street NE 
   Rebecca Bonneville for AB Taxi, 712 9th Avenue SE 
Claims:  

   
(a) Financial and Investment Reports  
(b) Pre-list of Bills. 
(c) Thomas Harmon, 1603 6th Avenue NW.  This claim has been referred to the City 

Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
(d) Kimberly and Scott Holst, 505 3rd Street, Lyle, MN.  This claim has been referred to the 

City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for assessments on the extension of street, utilities, sidewalk 
and streetlights for 8th Street NW, 800 feet north of 18th Avenue NW, Project 11-A-00 at 
a total cost of $349,644.03.  The amount to be assessed is $349,644.03 at 7.5% for 15 
years.  This area includes the CRC.  Assessment costs for all lots along this street were 
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assessed under the same assessment policy.  One written objection was received from 
Michael Heise. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member 
Christopherson to adjourn and continue the hearing on the property on which a written 
objection has been filed.  Carried.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to 
adopt a resolution approving the final assessment of Project 11-A-00.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
On December 20, 1999, a resolution was passed by Council accepting a matching fund 
grant from the MnDNR for the construction of the Nature Central trail link and 
requesting a feasibility study.  In completing the paper work for this project, another 
resolution is required to name a fiscal agent and state that the City of Austin will agree to 
maintain the trail for the next 20 years. 
 
Council Member Christopherson asked if the original request was to have maintenance 
handled by the DNR.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said no, it was not.  It is hoped that 
part or all of the trail could be handed over to the DNR upon its completion.  The two 
items in this evening’s agenda were not included in the first resolution.  Mr. Erichson 
added that the trail cost will be greater than $100,000 so the $50,000 matching fund grant 
will exceed the 1-1 ratio. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting the aforementioned resolution.  5-1.  Carried.  Council Member Christopherson 
voted nay. 
 
Austin Utilities has requested a 20-foot-wide easement for the east side of the Cook Farm 
site adjacent to 4th Street NW for the installation of a water main.  Conditions upon 
granting the easement are as follows:   
1) Austin Utilities would be responsible for restoration of all disturbed areas of alfalfa, 
2) Any relocated hydrants would be done so at no cost to the City, and 
3) If the proposed water main elevation provides obstruction to any future storm or 

sanitary sewer, it will be raised or lowered in its present location to accommodate the 
sewers at no cost to the City of Austin. 

 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the easement.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City has received a request from Mike Steichen to build a twinhome on a vacant lot 
on the 1300 block of 12th Avenue NW (south of Hardees).   The road would need to be 
extended 70 feet to the east.  The north side of the road belongs to the City of Austin; Mr. 
Steichen’s development would be on the south side of 12th Avenue.  In  order to keep 
costs down for the City, City Engineer Jon Erichson is proposing one-half of the street 
costs be charged to the developer.  The north side of the street would be paid by the city 
through contributed labor. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the request.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution granting off-sale liquor licenses, club on-sale licenses and wine on-sale 
licenses for 2002.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The part-time fire department secretary position has been evaluated at 57 points and the 
recommendation has been made to keep the position at 3 hours per day/5 days per week 
at the present time. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the hiring for this position.  Carried. 
 
The Fire Department would like to sell its 1975 Ford Fire Engine to the Rose Creek Fire 
Department for $1, and receive potential additional use through the mutual aid 
agreement.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution to sell the fire engine to Rose Creek.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The Ordinance Committee has approved a gambling premises permit for Diamond 
Dave’s. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution approving the gambling premises permit. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
The Truth In Taxation Hearing will meet on Thursday, November 29 at 5:30.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, removing the 
funding item for the Paramount Theatre from Matters In Hand.  Carried. 
 
The Public Works Committee toured to view various projects around the city at its last 
meeting.  Sites viewed were the Murphy Creek housing project, trail construction, the 
Rosenthal addition, South Pointe, the Primrose construction, and Orchard Creek.   
 
The Planning Commission has reviewed a building addition for the Austin Medical 
Center and one for the Black Steer Restaurant.  Both were approved with conditions.  The 
Planning Commission also reviewed four ordinance revisions at its workshop. 
 
The library has Christmas in the City calendars available.  Director Chris McArdle 
announced some workshops/events at the library. 
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Friday starts Christmas in the City events. 
 
The City Council will once again challenge the County Commissioners in 
bellringing/fundraising for the Salvation Army on Monday, November 26. 
 
On Tuesday, the City will challenge the County to bringing in food for the Salvation 
Army food challenge. 
 
A townhall meeting/discussion of various community leaders will be held December 5th, 
12:00 – 1:00 in City Hall regarding community preparedness in regards to the events on 
and since September 11th.    
 
Moved by Council Member-at Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adjourn 
the meeting to November 29, 2001.  Carried. 
 
 
Adjourned:  6:07 pm    
 
Approved:   December 3, 2001   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
 


