
 

 

MINUTES 
COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 

DECEMBER 3, 2001 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Nordin and Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           News media.  Public.  Amy Baskin.  Nancy Clingman.  Jim 

Middleton.  Chuck Lennberg.  Bruce Hovland. 
 
 
Changes to the agenda are as follows: 
 
Added to the Consent Agenda under Licenses: 
 Excavation:  Kirtz Excavating and Hauling, 16499 – 675th Avenue, Adams, MN 
 
Item No. 14 and 17:  Property should be identified as undeveloped land northeast of 
intersection of Highway 218 and 21st Avenue NW (north of K-Mart) 
 
Item No. 15  Property identified as Burr Oak Manor, 400 10th Avenue NW. 
 
Item No. 16: Property identified as undeveloped land south of 18th Avenue SW in the 2100 
and 2200 blocks. 
 
Item No. 18:  Motion approving the City of Austin to not waive statutory tort liability limits. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
minutes of November 19 and 29, 2001.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz recognized Bruce Hovland of Sportts Restaurant for reaching the $1million 
mark in charity donations within the City of Austin. 
 
Amy Baskin, Director of the Mower County United Way, announced that the local United 
Way has reached its $700,000 goal and commended the City of Austin for its participation.  
Contributions from the City have risen since last year with the average donation of over 
$1.60 per week. 
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Ted Gilbertson won the day off and the Mayor will work in his position for that day.  Steve 
Wald will be ‘Mayor for a Day’, and Maggie Snow of the library, the department which had 
the highest percentage of people donating,  will receive her choice of a day off of work or 
two Minnesota Vikings tickets. 
 
Mower County employee Nancy Clingman and Salvation Army Food Shelf coordinator for 
the City/County challenge recognized the City as this year’s winner.  The City will keep the 
traveling trophy.   
 
Jim Middleton of the Salvation Army recognized the City of Austin as winner of the 
City/County bell-ringing challenge. 
 
Chuck Lennberg, 309 9th Avenue SE, thanked the Council for obtaining the federal and state 
grants for the flood buyout program. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 

 Excavation:   Kirtz Excavating and Hauling, 16499 – 675th Avenue, Adams, MN 
         
  Claims: 
            

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Dorothy A. Viker, 1808 3rd Avenue SW.  This claim has been 

referred to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
c. William A. Clennon, 2003 2nd Avenue SE.  This claim has 

been referred to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
d. Lesley L. Hansen, Topeka, KS.  This claim has been referred to 

the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
e. Cory A. Christenson, 609 4th Avenue NW.  This claim has been 

referred to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest.  
 
 
At the Truth in Taxation Hearing held November 29th, the Council recommended setting 
the levy at $2,299,889, which is the maximum levy allowed by the State for Austin.  
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said that although this is amount is at the top, it is 
$14,000 less than last year. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the tax levy for the year 2002.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
At the Truth in Taxation Hearing, Council also discussed the budget for 2002 and is 
recommending approval of $24,031,464.   
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution to adopt the budget for the year 2002.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution authorizing cancellation of certain ad valorem tax levies.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Finance Director Tom Director presented the 2002 – 2006 Capital Improvements Plan 
and Budget, a Council goal of for the year 2001.  This plan includes $76M on projects, 
funds to come from state, federal and local levels.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the 2002 – 2006 Capital Improvements Plan and Budget.  
7-0.  Carried. 
 
Effective January 1, 2002, the federal mileage reimbursement rate is increasing from 34.5 
cents per mile to 36.5 cents per mile.  The City of Austin has followed the federal rate for 
its reimbursement policy, and the Finance/Personnel Committee approved this increase at 
its November 19th meeting. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the mileage reimbursement rate for 2002.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving gambling premises permit renewal for the American Legion Post 91 
at Smitty’s Tavern.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
adopting a resolution approving gambling premises permit renewal for the American 
Legion Post 91 at the American Legion Post 91, 401 1st Avenue NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Dick Lickteig has requested the donation of property to the City to avoid paying 
assessments.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said he would recommend approval of this 
request.  This 66-foot-wide parcel of property is at the intersection of 18th Avenue and 
20th Street SW. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the donation of property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution setting a public hearing for December 17th for rezoning of property 
from an R-1 Single Family Residence District to a B-2 Community Business District.  
This property is identified as undeveloped land northeast of the intersection of Highway 
218 and 21st Avenue NW (north of K-Mart).  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution setting a public hearing for December 17th for rezoning of property 
from an R-1 Single Family Residence District to an R-2 Multi Family Residence District.  
This property should be identified as undeveloped land northeast of the intersection of 
Highway 218 and 21st Avenue NW (north of K-Mart).  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
setting a public hearing for December 17th for a preliminary plat review of property 
consisting of 17 single-family lots to be known as Keenan Acres.  This property is located 
at 20th and 21st Streets SW.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
setting a public hearing for December 17th for a preliminary plat review of property.  This 
property is identified as Burr Oak Manor, 400 10th Avenue NW.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
setting a public hearing for December 17th for a preliminary plat review of property to be 
known as Bustad 2nd Addition.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member 
Christopherson, to not waive the statutory torte limits.  Carried. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
An Ordinance Committee was set for 4:45 on December 17. 
 
Nick Kolas, owner of Apollo Liquor and Superette, asked Council to consider allowing 
the liquor stores to stay open until 10:00 on New Year’s Eve.  City Attorney David 
Hoversten said this would be allowable for the City of Austin; the ordinance must be 
amended. 
 
This week is Kids School Week ast the Spam Museum.  Fifty students from Anoka will 
visit the museum, forty students from Milwaukee will visit, and Bloomington students 
will visit the museum in January.   
 
The Fire Committee will meet on December 13th at 4:00. 
 
The Community Relations Committee will meet on December 13th at 5:00.   
 
The Park and Rec Committee will meet at 4:45 on December 5th. 
 
The Park and Rec Board will meet at 5:15 on December 5th. 
 
The Finance/Personnel Committee will meet at 3:30 pm on December 17th. 
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Rene Phan received the Top Rookie Dog in State trophy for police dog Joker. 
 
The Gateway computers for the library are expected on January 24, 2002. 
 
Architects are working on the schematic design for the second sheet of ice. 
 
House of Representatives and Senate have designated December 4th as National Day of 
Reconciliation for the nation. 
 
A panel discussion with community leaders will take place in Council Chambers to 
discuss community preparedness in the wake of the events of September 11th on 
Wednesday, December 5 from 12:00 to 1:00 pm.   
 
DSL (data service link) availability will be discussed at 10:30 on December 5th at the 
Qwest central office.   
 
Area parishes will hold prayer meetings for the nation in response to September 11th on 
Wednesdays in January from 12:00 to 12:30. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to 
adjourn the meeting to Monday, December 17, 2001. 
 
 
Adjourned:   6:21 p.m.    
 
Approved:    December 17, 2001   
   
Mayor:        
 
City Recorder:        


