
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe,  
and Lang.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Nordin. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.   
 
 
Added to the agenda:  A resolution establishing the City of Austin’s position on Governor 
Ventura’s proposed Local Government Aid payment reduction to cities.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the minutes of January 7, 2002.  Carried. 
 
The Human Rights Commission awarded Pat Piper the Award of Recognition for 2001.   
 
Sam Gullickson received an award for designing the logo of the newly formed Page 
Turners.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 

Temporary liquor:  Austin Area Catholic Schools @ St. Edward’s Corcoran 
Center, 2001 2nd Ave. NW, March 2, 2002 

Temporary 3.2 beer:  St. Edward’s Catholic Church, 2001 2nd Ave. NW, February 
2, 2002 

Cigarette:  Kelly’s Amoco, Box 692 
Food:  Burger King, 1409 4th Street NW 

Kelly’s Amoco, Box 692 
Gas Station:  Kelly’s Amoco, Box 692 
Hotel/Motel:  Countryside Inn, 3303 W. Oakland Ave. 
Master Plumber:  HiMec, 1901 4th Avenue NW 
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       DMC Plumbing & Heating, PO Box 1085, Pine Island 
Temporary gambling:  United Catholic Schools Foundation @ St. Edward’s 

Community Center, 2001 1st Avenue NW, March 2 
  
Claims:  

a. Financial and Investment Reports. 
b. Pre-list of Bills.  
c. Sidney Brown,1315 6th Avenue NW.  This claim has been referred to 

the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
d. Bernice M. Glassel, 200 1st Avenue NE.  This claim has been referred 

to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
The 7th annual street dance will be held on July 5, 2002.  Cindy Samuel, Festival 
Executive Director, and Greg Brown, Street Dance Chairperson, asked Council to grant 
requests in relation to the street dance as in past years. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the requests.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for the preliminary plat review of property to be known as 
Fagen Pulsifer Addition.  The current zoning classification is I-1 Limited Industrial 
District.  The petitioners are proposing to replat this approximate 6.12-acre site for a 
future commercial development area. This plat will consist of the right-of-way extensions 
of East Oakland Avenue and 22nd Street SE, Lot 1, Block 1 and Lot 1, Block 2, and 
Outlot A of Fagen/Pulsifer Addition.  Lot 1, Block 1 will be the site for Charter 
Communications.  Outlot A will be acquired by the City of Austin for the airport 
expansion.  Outlot A cannot be developed.  Recommendation includes nine conditions to 
be met.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the preliminary plat.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for the rezoning of a portion of property previously known as 
Burr Oak Manor from an R-1 Single Family Residence District to an R-2 Multi Family 
Residence District.  At the December 17th council meeting, Council recommended tabling 
this request.  In stating some of the nonconformities of this site, Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium said that the building/site exceeds the permitted two-
family dwelling in an R-2 District and that setbacks do not meet the minimums, which 
are 25 feet for the front, 20 feet for the rear, and five feet for the sides.  (Current setbacks 
are one foot from the rear property line and five feet from the north line).  Mr. Hoium 
said the Council also should consider the roadway system and the characteristics of the 
neighborhood in making its decision.  The Planning Commission has recommended 
denial by a vote of 9-0.  Gary Schloo, 1901 Burr Oak Drive, stated that the problem with 
the rezoning request is the lack of parking along with the facilities layout on the block.  
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Mr. Schloo said this facility impacts everyone (nine parcels) but two on this block.  Mr. 
Schloo said granting the rezoning to an R-2 would give a “carte blanche” to this parcel.  
He said Mr. Neitzell is a good person, but the next person (owner) may not have the same 
intentions.  Mr. Schloo said that sometimes 16 cars could be found on one block of 3rd 
Street.  During snowstorms, this area can’t be plowed properly.  “That property speaks 
for itself,” he said, adding that all the neighbors are “pretty much against the R-2.” 
Council Member Christopherson referred to ex-President Lyndon Johnson and his 
decision to go to war against the peoples’ wishes.  “I don’t want to have another 
Vietnam.”  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said it is very difficult to vote against this 
rezoning since he is a big advocate of business, but he said, an R-2 zone “is not fair to the 
neighborhood.”   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to adopt a 
resolution denying the rezoning to R-2 and listing the Findings of Fact for the basis of 
denial.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on the final plat review of property to be known as Bustad 2nd 
Addition.  This is a 9.3-acre future commercial development area northwest of Highway 
218 and 21st Avenue NW.  Outlot A is a future trail development, which is in compliance 
with the Comprehensive Plan.  Outlot B is designated wetland which is earmarked for a 
pedestrian trail.  There are twelve conditions coinciding with this plat, two of which are 
not yet complete but will not hinder approval of the Developer’s Agreement. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the final plat.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal for Eagles Aerie 
703 at 510 E. Oakland Avenue.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal for Eagles at the 
B&J Bar, 504 E. Oakland.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
resolving the Common Council into the Sign Board of Appeals.  Carried. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed and approved by a 9-0 vote an appeal to the denial 
of a sign permit from Lance Pogones, owner of Games People Play at 701 – 18th Avenue 
NW.  The requested sign in a B-2 Community Business District is to be erected on the 
east exterior wall, which is not facing a public right-of-way.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving 
the appeal. 
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Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to adjourn 
the Sign Board of Appeals back into a Common Council.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the removal of vehicles and garbage at 800 8th Street SW, Cameron and Ruth 
Fairclough property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the removal of inoperable vehicles and junk at 310 7th Avenue SE, Dan Hegna 
and Pat Musolf property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson,  
approving the removal of inoperable vehicles from 1507 4th Avenue SE, Kim Le 
property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving 
the removal of garbage from 800 2nd Avenue NW, Leigh Everson property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the removal of garbage from 804 4th Avenue SW, Michael Hemann property.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the removal of garbage from 605 12th Avenue SW, Debra Lampson property.  
Carried. 
 
Director of Parks and Rec Denny Maschka reported the total base bid estimate from 
Bonestroo is $4,550,000.  A report of bids will be on the April 1st agenda with 
construction to begin on April 15, 2002.  Completion of the Riverside Arena 
improvements is set for September 27, 2002, and completion of the new arena is set for 
November 27, 2002.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee said this project is on the time 
line and acknowledged a “tremendous amount of help from public and private sectors.” 
 
Council Member Lang said the City will be cleaning up a blighted area.  Council Member 
Poppe said anytime the public and private sector support is there, they must look 
seriously at this (project).  Council Member Jorgenson stated that this council has always 
been committed to an additional arena, even with the County’s previous proposal. 
 
William DeVries, a noted hockey parent, noted that the County undertook a 2-year study 
and $700,000 on this project and ended up with “cold feet” in the end.  He said he was 
very encouraged about one year ago when the mayor and business sector held a press 
conference and promised “whatever it took” to build this arena.  Mr. DeVries noted that 
this is an investment, an investment in kids.  He also noted that additional skating will 
mean additional revenue into town.  Mr. DeVries asked Council to vote for the future, not 
for your reelection on this issue.   
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Jamie Heller, a Senior hockey player, said practicing at 5:00 or 7:00 in the morning and 
10:00 or 12:00 at night hinders her performance on the ice and in the classroom. 
 
Joe Serratore, another hockey parent, noted concerns of not being able to pay for ice time, 
which would prove to be counterproductive.  He said he would hope the City could offset 
costs of ice time.  Mr. Serratore asked if this project needed to cost $4.4M?  Mayor Rietz 
stated that this cost includes the renovation of Riverside Arena.  The City will seek 
subsidies, plus they will be marketing it more. 
 
Council Member Goodnature stated there is only so much money both in our families and 
in the city’s budget.  He would like to see the $1.6M be used for business development.  
He said he is not against this but his priority of where he wants this money spent is not 
with the arena. 
 
Council Member Poppe said she is in favor of the arena and that this is development for 
the future in the hopes that others will stay in Austin.  
 
Council Member Lang noted this project began years ago with himself, former Council 
Member Tom Purcell and former Council Member Bob Dahlback.  This project brings 
everyone together, he said. 
 
Council Member Christopherson, noting that everyone is right, especially noted Mr. 
Serratore’s point on how the city will operate this facility after it is built.  He said he 
“hasn’t seen a concrete plan why it would work.” 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution authorizing Bonestroo to complete plans and specifications and to take bids on 
March 26, 2002 on the new arena and remodel of Riverside Arena.  4-2.  Council 
Members Goodnature and Christopherson voted nay.  Carried. 
 
Council Member Christopherson noted that there was not a quorum at the last scheduled 
Public Works meeting and so no recommendations on the feasibility reports could be 
made.  He said he was willing to go along with City Engineer Jon Erichson’s 
recommendations. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility report for 14th Street NW.  The City 
applied for a federal grant this project which was to be scheduled for 2002, but this would 
be at the same time the County is re-doing 18th Avenue.  Unless the county project 
falters, the City will look to reschedule this project on 14th.  The City would move lanes, 
add a signal at the entrance to Riverland College, incorporate a median and a sidewalk 
along the college (west) side.  Total estimated cost is $960,000, of which $650,000 will 
come from municipal state aid funds.  Mr. Erichson said the city will first seek additional 
federal funding.  He proposes not assessing this project based in part on the following:  1) 
The project was last built in 1990, and the abutting property owners were assessed at that 
time, 2) The project benefit is one of regional significance versus adjacent property. 
There will be an informational meeting on this project. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
adopting a resolution approving the feasibility report for 14th Street NW.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility report on Project 2-A-02, 8th Street 
SW (1st Avenue to 9th Avenue SW) and Project 5-A-02, 3rd Avenue SW (7th Street to 12th 
Street SW).  This project will be assessed. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
adopting a resolution for Project 2-A-02/5-A-02 and calling a hearing on the 
improvement for March 4, 2002.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility study for 4th Avenue, 5th Avenue, 6th 
Avenue NE and 7th Street NE (new arena area).  Decorative street lighting may be added 
at a cost of $50,000.  This area would be assessed at 25% on either side, with the City 
paying for 50%.  Mr. Erichson recommended tabling this feasibility report. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to 
table approval of this feasibility report.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility report on Project 7-A-97, Oakland 
Avenue West (Main Street to 12th Street).  This project is for concrete rehabilitation; 
there will be no assessing. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting a resolution accepting the feasibility report.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility report on Project 6-A-02, 6th Avenue 
(4th Street SE to 9th Street SE) and 9th Street (6th Avenue to 8th Avenue SE) and 5th Place 
(9th Street to 10th Street).  The estimated cost for this project is $400,000 and would be 
funded by assessments.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting the resolution accepting the feasibility report for Project 6-A-02 and calling a 
hearing on improvement for March 4, 2002.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility report on Project 8-A-02, 4th Street 
SW (Oakland Avenue to 1st Avenue SW).  This is a maintenance project, and funds 
would come from municipal state aid funds.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
adopting a resolution accepting the feasibility report for Project 8-A-02 and calling a 
hearing on improvement for March 4, 2002.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin and Dayton Hudson Corporation (dba Target Stores) entered into a 
developer’s agreement as part of the Target Store development.  Target was required to 
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furnish a surety bond in the amount of $529,886.76 for infrastructure development.  All 
work has been completed, and they are now requesting the release of this bond.  City 
Engineer Jon Erichson recommended release of the bond. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the release of the surety bond.  Carried. 
 
With Governor Ventura’s proposed $1.95 billion deficit, Local Government Aid will be 
reduced this year by approximately $967,000.  Austin is very reliant on these funds, and 
the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities has asked us to pass a resolution which objects 
to this reduction in aid.  City Administrator Pat McGarvey said Austin is the 11th on the 
list of recipients receiving the largest proposed cut in aid.  The proposed reduction in 
LGA for 2003 is $574,000. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
adopting a resolution establishing the City of Austin’s position on Governor Ventura’s 
proposed Local Government Aid payment reduction to cities.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
The CVB’s move is currently underway.  Representatives from the CVB office will attend 
the Governor’s meeting on tourism next week. 
 
A Community Relations Committee meeting was set for Wednesday, January 30 at 4:30 pm. 
 
Council Member Poppe noted that the Martin Luther King, Jr. march was well organized and 
attended. 
 
A Fire Committee meeting was set for Wednesday, February 20 at 4:00 pm. 
 
A special Public Works Committee meeting will be Thursday, February 4 at 4:30 pm. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson reported that some major airports are dropping their expansion 
projections which could make some federal funding available.  The City is still involved in 
land acquisition.  The next phase for the airport runway is the realignment of County Road 3 
along with power line relocation.  County Road 3 will be widened by 20 feet to accommodate 
a right-of-way for a trail. 
 
A Finance/Personnel Committee meeting was set for Monday, February 4 at 3:30. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee reported that Roseville delegates, including former Mayor 
Kough, recently visited Murphy Creek and other housing developments in Austin.   
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium urged everyone to send letters to senators 
and representatives for funding for the Blazing Star Trail.  He said there is still a possibility 
of getting funding. 
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City Administrator Pat McGarvey reported that there will be a Joint Powers Trails meeting 
on Wednesday or Thursday this week in Albert Lea. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to February 4, 2002.  Carried. 
 
 
Adjourned:  7:10 pm    
 
Approved:   February 4, 2002   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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