
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, and 
Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Lang. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.   
 
 
The resolution to approve the UAW Local 867 labor contracts for 2002 – 2004 was 
changed to exclude the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The contract is for Streets/Sewer 
Maintenance and Parks Department. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the resolution to table the Wastewater Treatment Plant UAW employees’ 
contract.  Carried. 
 
In addition, the agenda order was changed by moving Item #13 before Item #8.  Moved 
by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
minutes of February 4, 2002.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz introduced her sister, Austia Hickey.  The Mayor recalled years ago when 
she told her sister that someday she would like to be on the council and be mayor.  Her 
sister then gave her a gavel for Christmas, which the Mayor still has.    
 
The Austin Page Turners held a drawing for lunch with author Sandra Benitez. 
 
Mayor Rietz presented letters of commendation to Janeth Florez, 15, and Dante Allen, 8, 
for their actions in saving lives during a recent apartment fire on January 24th.  Fire Chief 
Dan Wilson presented the two with $50 in Chamber bucks. 
 
Mayor and Council honored Officers Ryan Leif, Dave McKichan, Matt Holten, and Jeff 
McCormack for their actions in saving a citizen’s life.  The officers received citations. 
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Master Plumber: James McDermott & Sons, 1105 - 24 Avenue SW 
           Timothy Haley dba Mechanical Resources, 106 East Bay Dr., Madison Lake, MN 
           Richard Bremer dba Dick’s Plumbing, 1810 E. Oakland Ave.  
           Plumbing Heating service, Inc., 3335 W. St. Germain, St. Cloud, MN  
           Rochester Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc., 2728 7th St. NW, Rochester, MN 
      Food:  Johnny’s Main Event, 1130 N. Main St. 
       Excavation:  Lee Hansen dba Hansen Hauling & Excavating, Inc., 55471 – 160th St. 
      Concrete:  Vernon Neitzell dba Neitzell Construction, PO Box 802 
  Jon S. Finstad dba Holzer Mud Jacking, PO Box 1354, Eyota, MN 
 
Claims:  

   
(a) Financial and Investment Reports. 
(b) Pre-list of Bills.  

 
Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on the preliminary plat review of property consisting of 19 
single-family lots to be known as Keenan Acres.  The proposed plat is surrounded by an 
R-1 District on the east, north, and west sides, and an agricultural district in Austin 
Township to the east.  The petitioners are proposing to replat this site for the development 
of 19 single-family lots, Outlot A, and public right-of-way extensions of 20th, 21st, and 
22nd Street SW in the 1900 blocks.  The plat includes 11 conditions, including a storm 
water retention plan.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the preliminary plat with conditions.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on the final plat acceptance of property to be known as Fagen 
Pulsifer Addition.  The plat is approximately 6.12 acres and is located southeast of 
Highway 218 and East Oakland Avenue, west of the airport.  The proposed plat is the site 
of two new light industrial businesses, plus Outlot A, which is necessary for the airport 
extension right-of-way.  City staff is still working on a developer's agreement.  
Community Development Director Craig Hoium requested that it be reviewed by the 
Public Works Committee and then brought to Council.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the final plat.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The 2002 Minnesota legislature is in the process of making decisions, which will directly 
impact the City of Austin’s budget for 2002 and beyond.  Consequences of a potential 
city budget shortfall due to less local government aid to Austin in 2002 from the State of 
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Minnesota may delay action on capital projects and current personnel replacement. As a 
result, Mayor Rietz read the following media release of the Mayor and Council: 
 
 The 2002 Minnesota legislature is in the process of making decisions which will 
directly impact the City of Austin’s budget for 2002 and beyond.  Consequences of a 
potential city budget shortfall due to less local government aid to Austin in 2002 from the 
State of Minnesota may delay action on capital projects and current personnel 
replacements. 
 
 We believe the entire state will know the outcome of the legislative and 
Governor’s decisions on the state budget shortfall by the end of March and until that time 
the Mayor and City Council believe it to be prudent and fiscally responsible to prepare 
for potential budget adjustments.  The Mayor and Council will implement appropriate 
steps as needed to revise the city budget for the balance of 2002 to achieve the priority 
services and projects within available funds. 
 
Mayor Rietz added that proposed bills from both the Senate and House do not include the 
cuts in LGA.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the media release, Austin Mayor and Council’s Plan to Address the State of 
Minnesota Budget Shortfall as it May Impact Austin.  
 
Mayor Rietz reviewed the Council goals for 2002, as established during the 
Mayor/Council work session:   
1. Support Economic Development: 

• Phase one infrastructure into the former Cook Farm city property along the east 
side of Highway 218 in 2002.  Infrastructure includes sanitary sewer, water, and 
27th Avenue NW. 

• Prepare and implement a marketing plan for Austin. 
• Enhance coordination/communication between all local entities involved in 

economic development. 
• Support historic preservation. 
• Further enhancement of commercial business districts. 

 
2. Evaluate Government Services: 

• Set priorities and balance with available funding. 
 
3. Support and Build Community Infrastructure 

• 18th Avenue NW – quality completion. 
• Northeast emergency railroad crossing. 
• Upgrade of the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
• Remodel of Riverside Arena and construction of new practice arena. 
• Build the new central maintenance garage. 
• Enhance recreation facilities. 
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• Watershed management and flood buyout of affected houses. 
• Continue the safety improvement and runway extension at the airport. 

 
Mayor Rietz stated that the second item is in response to Governor Ventura’s proposed 
cuts to Local Government Aid. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the Council goals for year 2002.  Carried. 
 
The Ordinance Committee has reviewed the gambling premised permit renewal request 
of Moose Lodge #1180.  Finance Director Tom Dankert reported that they are currently 
not in compliance at $19,000 short of donations.  The Moose Lodge is currently in the 
process of donating $14,000 and has agreed to donate the full amount in the 90 days 
remaining.  Based on this, Ordinance Committee Chairman Dick Lang (not in attendance) 
is in approval of allowing the gambling premises permit renewal. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution approving gambling premises permit renewal for Moose Lodge 
#1180 at 208 S. Main St.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
With the tax increment financing on the property owned by Worlein Funeral Home, a lien 
was put on their property until all requirements were fulfilled.  All requirements are now 
fulfilled, and the company is now requesting a quit claim deed from the City of Austin so 
they can refinance.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving a quit claim deed to Worlein Funeral Home, Inc.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City is preparing for the redesign of 14th Street NW in the event that the 18th Avenue 
NW project does not take place this year.  The City has completed the feasibility report 
for the project.  The signal light plans would be designed by Bolton & Menk and 
incorporated into the overall street plans.  Design services would not exceed $12,000.  
The signal light is proposed at the current entrance of Riverland Community College, 
though City Engineer Jon Erichson said alternatives for location of the signal light were 
studied.  Mr. Erichson said the project includes widening of 14th Street with additional 
lanes and medians, adding that 14th Street NW is the second busiest street in Austin. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the proposal from Bolton & Menk for the design of the signal light system on 
14th Street NW.  Carried. 
 
The Finance/Personnel Committee has approved the contracts, which came back from the 
Streets/Sewer Maintenance and Parks Departments.  The contracts include salary 
increases:  3.5% in 2002, 3.0% in 2003, and 2.5% in 2004, which is the same as the Fire 
contract.  A .04% base adjustment was also added to all positions within the two 
bargaining units for each year of the contract.  To offset this cost, a $75 per year 
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reduction was made to the clothing allowance that had been previously negotiated in.  
Insurance premium for Plan A for family coverage is at $100/month for 2002.  An 
additional maximum $25 per month could be added to this premium at a two-thirds/one-
third (City/Employee) split.  The City will continue to pay the premium for single 
coverage.  Insurance premium for Plan B for family coverage is $55/month for 2002 with 
an additional maximum $25 per month added to this premium at a two-thirds/one-third 
split.  
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving UAW Local 867 labor contracts for the years 2002 – 
2004 for the Streets/Sewer Maintenance and Parks Department.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a contract for professional services with John 
Christensen.  Christensen, a former city employee and projects contractor, has been the 
inspector on several city projects including the wastewater treatment plant, library, 
downtown housing, and arena.  Mr. Christensen will be primarily working on the 
wastewater treatment plant.  Mr. Erichson said Mr. Christensen’s services have proven to 
be cost effective; his services are paid by the industrial portion of the plant.  He added 
that Mr. Christensen has had 25 years of experience in building treatment plants.   
 
Council Member Christensen questioned the contract’s wording stating that the City of 
Austin “agrees to indemnify and hold harmless.”  Mr. Erichson said this is the exact 
contract which the City has used in the past and Mr. Christensen’s decisions are made in 
conjunction with himself (Mr. Erichson) and the design consultants.  Mr. Erichson said 
Mr. Christensen is more of the eyes and ears in the project.  Decisions will be made by, in 
this case, himself (Mr. Erichson).  Assistant City Attorney Craig Johnson said the above 
term does not exculpate Mr. Christensen for his own work, but if a claim were to be made 
against Mr. Christensen, the City would indemnify and hold harmless.  Mr. Johnson said 
this does not relate to his own failings, but the contract could be clarified to say that. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the contract for professional services with John Christensen with addendum.  
6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution adding First Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Austin as an 
authorized depository for investments of public funds for 2002.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
As per one of the city council’s 2002 goals, the Engineering Department is requesting 
authorization to prepare a feasibility report on the extension of sanitary sewer, water 
main, and extension of 27th Avenue NW east of Highway 218 as phase one infrastructure 
for Austin Business Park.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution authorizing preparation of feasibility for Austin Business Park, 
Project 3-C-98. 
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REPORTS: 
 
CVB:  The CVB has moved to its new location but still needs Internet and phone service.  
Tour groups have increased four-fold from four years ago. 
 
The Blazing Star Trail committee met last week and formed its board. Albert Lea Council 
Member Dave McPherson is chairman, vice chairman is Council Member Wayne 
Goodnature, and Council Member Gloria Nordin is serving as secretary/treasurer.  
Members have been urged to write letters to Rob Leighton, Grace Schwab and Dan 
Dorman to introduce bills in support of the trail. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee talked about the emergency call (911) delay time and 
the need to change this.  Calls are relayed to Colorado and come back causing an 8-
second delay time. 
 
A Finance Committee meeting was set for March 4 at 3:30 pm. 
 
The Public Works Committee meeting scheduled for February 21st was rescheduled to 
February 26 at 6:30 pm. 
 
Senator Dan Dorman will be reviewing the Blazing Star Trail project at the House 
Environmental Finance Committee on February 20.  A delegation from Albert Lea and 
Craig Hoium will attend. 
 
The DCA will be moving into the Town Center on February 20.   
 
Fire Chief Dan Wilson noted that Dispatchers Lisa Cumber and Kim Pietrzak should be 
commended – and will be receiving citations – for their efforts in the recent January 24th 
fire.  
 
The Ordinance Committee will meet on March 4th at 4:45 pm. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to March 4, 2002.  Carried. 
 
 
Adjourned:  6:39 pm    
 
Approved:   March  4, 2002   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
 


