
 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
March 4, 2002 

5:30 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Nordin and Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           Media, public.   
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Change to the minutes of February 19, 2002:  Council Member-at-Large Nordin to Council 
Member Nordin”, page one.  
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
minutes of January 22, 2002.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Cigarette:  Freedom Value Centers #5, 101 4th Street NW 
       Austin Jaycees, PO Box 64 
 Food:  Freedom Value Centers #4, 101 4th Street NW 
            Michael Cooper dba Papa Murphy’s, 402 1st Avenue SW 
 Gas Station:  Freedom Value Centers #4, 101 4th Street NW 
 Hotel/Motel:  AmericInn, 1700 8th Street NW 
 Concrete:  Ray Kubat dba RK & T Construction, Inc, 660 Mound St., Owatonna 
       Gary Granle, 421 N. Main St. 
       Carter Wagner dba The Joseph Co, PO Box 427 
 Master Plumber:  Jay Flink dba Master Plumbing, 71710 Cnty Rd 46, Albert Lea 
     David Heimer dba Lone Star Plumbing, PO Box 100, Adams 
 Excavation:  Curt Miner dba Miner Electric, 106 Center Ave. N., Hayfield, MN 
          Peterson Excavating, 1115 Lakeview Blvd., Albert Lea 
          Olson Grading, RR 4, Box 229 
 Sign installer:  Tim Duren dba Waitte Outdoor Advertising, 304 14th Pl NW  
 Warren Nelson dba Ace Sign of Albert Lea, 2245 Marshall, Albert Lea 
 Cab driver:  Steven Cooklin, 1204 3rd Avenue SW 
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Claims: 
 Prelist of bills. 
 
Carried. 
 
Public hearings were held on street improvements for Project 2-A-02/5-A-02, 6-A-02, and 
8-A-02.  Informational meetings have been held on February 26 on all of these projects.  
Approximately 30 to 40 people were in attendance.  Tonight’s public hearings are for 
approving the letting of bids.  Bids will be awarded 30 days after this.  The assessment 
hearing will be held at the same time the bids are awarded; this is a change from previous 
years.  Project 8-A-02 is a maintenance project; no assessments are connected with this 
project.  Property owners will pay for one-fourth of the width of the street on each side; the 
City will pay for the middle one-half width.  Residents will not pay for costs exceeding the 
normal 36-foot-wide street (8th Street); the City will pay the difference nor will residents be 
assessed for a greater thickness than the normal street.  Options for assessments are: 
deferred billing for senior citizens at a certain income level, payment of at least half of the 
assessment at the time of billing with the remaining portion put on property taxes at 15-
years with interest of approximately 7 percent; payment in full at the time of billing; or 
100% of the assessment rolled onto property taxes at 15 years with interest.  Interest rates 
are based on the bond rate or the rate at which the city borrows the money.  The City also 
has a corner lot policy.  (A property owner will not pay more than the average of two sides).   
 
Project 2-A-02 is 8th Street SW (1st Avenue to 9th Avenue SW).  Pavement and curb and 
gutter will be completely removed and remplaced with 8-inch concrete and integral curb and 
gutter.  The width of the 37-year-old street will remain at 40 feet.  Storm sewer will be 
upgraded; sanitary sewer will be televised and needed areas replaced; and water, gas and 
electric utilities will be rehabilitated as required by Austin Utilities.  Estimated assessments 
for this residential area will be $30 - $32 per linear foot.  Credits will be given for the street 
width which is in excess of 36 feet, pavement thickness and existing curb and gutter 
Project 5-A-02, 3rd Avenue SW (7th Street  to 12th Street).  This project will be divided into 
two parts.  On 7th Street and 8th Street, existing asphalt pavement and curbs will be removed 
and replaced with 4-inch asphalt and concrete curb and gutter.  The street width will be 
increased from 30 feet to 36 feet.  Asphalt will be removed, but the curb will remain in place 
on 8th Street to 12th Street.  The pavement will be replaced with 4-inch asphalt.  The width 
of the street will remain the same.  Storm sewer will be upgraded; sanitary sewer will be 
televised and needed areas replaced; and water, gas and electric will be rehabilitated as 
required by Austin Utilities.  Estimated assessments for this residential area will be $30 - 
$32 per linear foot.  Project benefits include:  1) New street with improved ride and 
appearance, 2) Improved drainage with bicycle-safe grates, 3) Renewed underground 
utilities, 4) Pedestrian access improved with handicap ramps, 5) Maintenance costs 
decreased), and 6) Deficient sidewalks replaced in conjunction with property owner.  The 8th 
Street project (2-A-02) benefits also include new driveway aprons and tile line installation to 
provide outlets for property owners.   
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, ordering bids, and 
upon receiving bids, ordering assessment hearings.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Project 6-A-02 is 6th Avenue SE (4th Street to 9th Street SE) and 9th Street SE (10th Drive to 
8th Avenue SE).  Pavement will be replaced with 4-inch asphalt, and concrete curb and 
gutter will be removed and replaced as needed.  The width will be increased from 30 feet to 
36 feet on 6th Avenue and from 30 to 32 feet on 9th Street.  Storm sewer will be upgraded; 
sanitary sewer will be televised and needed areas replaced; and water, gas and electric 
utilities will be rehabilited as required by Austin Utilities.  Estimated assessments 
(residential) will be $30 - $32 per linear foot (includes curb and gutter credit.  Project 
benefits include:  1) New street with improved ride and appearance, 2) Street widened to 
improve safety, 3) Street geometrics changed to improve safety, 4) Improved drainage, 
bicycle-safe grates, 5) Renewed underground utilities, 6) Pedestrian access improved with 
handicap ramps, 7) Maintenance costs decreased, 8) New driveway aprons, and 9) Deficient 
sidewalk upgrades in conjunction with property owners.  A couple parcels do not have curb 
and gutter and therefore those will receive no credit. 
 
After discussion with residents at the informational meetings, it was suggested that parking 
be allowed on only one side of the street.  Council Member Poppe has heard from residents 
who are concerned with parking; she asked if parking could be limited on this street, even if 
it meant maintaining the current width.  City Engineer said there is a misconception that the 
wider a street is, the more traffic it will attract.  Mr. Erichson said the wider width is safer 
providing a greater recovery area, for example with children coming out into the road 
between parked cars.  Also, approximately four to five feet are lost on each side from 
snowplowing.  Mayor Rietz asked if the residents should vote on this issue.  Mr. Erichson 
stated that if the residents can live without the extra width, the City can, too.  Council 
Member Poppe asked if this extra width would create a parking lane.  Mr. Erichson said the 
recommended width for a street with the number of traffic counts that it has is 32 feet.  
Another advantage to widening the street now is that the city would have the ability to allow 
more parking in the future. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, ordering 
advertisement for bids, and upon receiving bids, ordering assessment hearings.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Due to the street’s traffic, Council Member Poppe wondered if there were other remedies to 
prevent these short cuts (to Ellis Middle School).  City Engineer Jon Erichson said this 
street doesn’t lend itself to intersections. 
 
A public hearing was held on the street improvement for Project 8-A-02, 4th Street SW 
(Oakland Avenue to 1st Avenue SW).  This street will be a maintenance project with mill 
and overlay; no costs will be assessed.  Funds will come from State Aid.   
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution ordering the improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering 
advertisement for bids.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Midwest Shows, Inc. – Farm Shows USA has once again requested the temporary closing of 
streets to accommodate the Home and Vacation Show on March 21 – 24 at Riverside Arena.   
Approximately 25,000 people will attend this show. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the temporary closing of streets.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member, adopting a 
resolution approving the agreement with Kevin Petersen for recording and taping public 
meetings.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving Budget Adjustment #1, Wastewater Treatment Plant budget  
7-0.  Carried. 
 
On February 2, the Finance Committee approved a $5000 allocation for start-up costs for the 
Blazing Star Trail.  These funds will be matched by Albert Lea.  
 
Council Member Lang questioned taking action on this allocation until the city knows if the 
state will be funding the $2.5M for this trail.  City Administrator Patrick McGarvey said the 
the bonding bill includes $750,000 of the $2.5M which has been voted on by the Senate; the 
House is voting on the bill on Wednesday, and approval is looking good.  It will then need 
to be approved by the Governor.  Council Member’s Lang concern is with a possible 
shortfall if this is thrown out of the bonding bill.  Mr. McGarvey said if allocated, the City 
may not use it all, but this first $5000 could go towards pinning down the route.  He said 
probably the first $750,000 will be going toward route acquisition.  The Joint Powers Board 
for the Blazing Star Trail will meet again on Thursday, March 7.  Council Member-at-Large 
Chaffee said this is good cooperation between the two cities; the trail is important to both 
populations.  Approval of this allocation is a step forward, even if it may be slow. 
 
Moved by Council Member Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
the $5000 allocation for start-up costs for the Blazing Star Trail.  Carried. 
 
A tentative agreement has been reached between the City of Austin and Mower County for 
the 18th Avenue NW upgrade.  The plan has been approved by the Board last Tuesday.  The 
agreement includes:  1) Increased right-of-way width to accommodate additional lanes and 
sidewalks, 2) Turn lanes to provide enhanced traffic movements, 3) Sidewalks – from the 
west access to Oak Park Mall to 4th Street on the south and from the Oaks to Highway 218 
on the north, 4) Curb and gutter, 5) Urban storm sewer system, 6) Decorative street lighting, 
7) Medians with stamped concrete, 8) Signal light at the existing 4-way stop, and 9) Sanitary 
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sewer upgrades and extension for the Cook Farm site.  Landscaping will be the 
responsibility of the City, as will utility costs, maintenance, and snowplowing.  The project 
will be paid for by the County and will be bid as a County project.  The agreement does not 
address overhead powerlines.  This will be a negotiation between Austin Utilities and the 
County.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the City/County tentative agreement for 18th Avenue NW.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving removal of garbage accumulation and illegally parked vehicles at 406 1st SE, 
Lorenzo Estrada.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving removal of garbage accumulation and illegally stored vehicles at 204 South Main 
Street, Steve Burrell property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving removal of garbage accumulation at 705 – 12th Avenue NW, Chad and Shannon 
Heard property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving removal of illegally stored vehicle at 906 – 4th Street SE, Michael Barren 
property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a public 
hearing for March 18th for a 90-foot variance from City Code governing the minimum lot 
frontage in an R-2 Multi Family Residential District, requested by Keystone Developers.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, setting a public 
hearing for March 18th for a 3’-6” variance from City Code governing the minimum front 
yard setback of 7 feet in a B-2 Community Business District, requested by the City of Austin 
Engineering Department.  Carried. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Council Member Lang formally announced candidacy in the 4th District Commissioner’s 
race. 
 
The DCA Annual Meeting will be held at 5:30 on March 26 at the new Cooperative 
Response Center headquarters. 
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The CVB is still ‘moving in’; they are still waiting on complete (outgoing) Internet 
service.  Last week, the Southeastern Minnesota Tourism Association was in Austin.  
Julie Craven will be replaced by Shawn Radford as a board member of the CVB.  Council 
Member Jorgenson reported that at this time, more city tours have been booked than all of 
last year.  CVB Director Jeanne Sheehan will be researching grants available from the 
University of Minnesota to improve tourism in communities. 
 
The Community Relations Committee will sponsor a forum on smoking bans within our 
community at 6:30 on April 11 at Ellis Middle School. 
 
A meeting has been scheduled for March 11 at 7:00 on the Shooting Star Trail.  The 
meeting will take place in the city hall conference room. 
 
A Finance/Personnel Committee meeting was scheduled for March 18 at 3:30. 
 
The Park and Rec Board will meet Wednesday, March 6 at 5:15.  Bids for the arenas will 
be taken April 9 - 15 and will be awarded on the 15th. 
 
Council Member Nordin reported on the Woodland Stewardship Plan, a program of the 
DNR, which will give a whole assessment and management recommendation for the 
Hormel Nature Center.  This assessment will include the nature center’s deer population 
problem. 
 
The computer lab is running at the library.  Library Director Chris McArdle Rojo 
announced that the Chamber After Hours program will be at the library March 12th at 
5:30. 
 
Mayor Rietz announced that Austin Page Turners will be accepting book suggestions for 
next year.  Also, one additional Charter Commissioner is needed.  Anyone interested may 
pick up an application at City Hall.  District Judge Gerard Ring will then appoint one 
person. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson , to 
adjourn the meeting to Monday, March 18, 2002. 
 
 
Adjourned:   6:32 p.m.    
 
Approved:    March 18, 2002   
   
Mayor:        
 
City Recorder:        


