
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Lang, and Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.   
 
 
Added to the agenda:  1) A public hearing on street improvement for Project 3-A-02, 4th 
Avenue NE, 5th Avenue NE, 6th Avenue, and 7th Street NE; and 2) Approval to hire a 
part-time secretary for the fire department.  Also added to the agenda for the $330,000 
Regional Park Matching Grant for the expansion of the Nature Center:  “contingent upon 
the March 25th public hearing being satisfactory.” 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
One correction to the March 4, 2002 Minutes was made:  Julie Craven will be replaced 
by Shawn Radford as the director of the Spam Museum to Julie Craven will be replaced 
by Shawn Radford as board member of the CVB. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving 
the Minutes of March 4, 2002, as amended.  Carried. 
 
Gretchen Ramlo, president of Spruce Up Austin gave an annual report.  Overall Spruce 
Up has planted a total 394 total trees in 2001.  Two trees were memorials to Dave 
Quinlan and Millie Kane.  A tree have been planted in honor of the volunteer work of the 
AHS wrestling team; another tree was planted near the Veterans Pavilion and is in honor 
of those who died on September 11, 2001.  In setting their budget, Ms. Ramlo reported 
that the group has stressed the need for long-term help in the maintenance of the trees.  
Since trees require very much help in their first five years of life, Spruce Up has decided 
to plant mostly spruce trees. 
 
Boy Scout Troop 113 with Kevin Maxa, Scout Master, asked several questions of the 
Mayor, Council and staff.  Jeremy Jackson asked if the new arena would include a 
skateboard park.  Parks and Rec Director Denny Maschka said the new arena will have 
ice six months of the year; the City is trying to get a surface for other activities for the 
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other six months.  Alan Marsen asked what the City is doing to decrease violence.  
Council Member Jorgenson said the City will hopefully increase the number of police 
officers.  Other ways to decrease violence include programs such as the Neighborhood 
Watch program.  Joe Stevenson asked when the bike paths would be ready.  Council 
Member Goodnature said that quite a few paths are ready now.  Two additional paths are 
being planned – one to connect to Albert Lea and another to connect to LeRoy.  A third 
path, the Wildflower, will eventually be built to connect Austin with Owatonna.  Jordan 
Arens asked what rules/laws the City has for its bike trails.  Parks and Rec Director 
Denny Maschka said bikers must keep to the right and give a warning/sound when 
passing.  Bikers must keep bikes under control at all times.  John Maxfield asked how a 
homeowner could obtain a tree for a boulevard.  Mr. Maschka said the Parks and Rec 
Department has a certain amount of money for planting trees on boulevards.  Citizens 
may call and be put on a list.  Jamie Taylor asked what citizens can do for increasing car 
protection.  Council Member Goodnature replied saying, “we are our own worst 
enemies.”  Citizens should secure their belongings as best they can.  After that, it is 
somewhat a matter of enforcement.  Joey Taylor asked what the city can do to reduce 
vandalism.  In reply, Council Member Christopherson said that “we’re all watchdogs for 
each other,” and we should notify police if we see a vandalism incident.  Jason Maxfield 
asked how old a citizen could be to sit on Council.  Mayor Rietz replied that anyone who 
is 18 and a registered voter living within Austin may apply for a council seat. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, resolving 
the Common Council into a Board of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on street improvement for Project 3-A-02, 4th Avenue NE, 5th 
Avenue NE, 6th Avenue NE, and 7th Street NE.  5th and 6th Streets would be assessed.  An 
informational meeting was held last Wednesday.   
 
Council Member Jorgenson asked if the realigned intersection would allow for green 
space.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said that could interfere with traffic lines.   
 
Mr. Erichson added that bids for the arena project itself would be received through April 
9 and brought to Council on April 15 for approval. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution ordering improvement, approving plans and specifications, and 
ordering advertisement for bids.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 3’-6” variance from City Code governing the minimum 
front yard setback of 7 feet in a B-2 Community Business District, requested by the City 
of Austin Engineering Department.  The variance request is for the construction of a 24-
foot, 8-inch by 167-foot, 8-inch locker room/exit corridor onto the west side of Riverside 
Arena.  The proposed addition includes girls locker rooms, and it will improve life-safety 
exiting for this portion of Riverside Arena.  The Planning Commission recommended 
approval by a vote of 8-0. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the variance.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a total of a 50-foot variance from City Code governing the 
minimum lot frontage in an R-2 Multi-Family Residential District, petitioned by 
Keystone Developers.  The 50-foot variance requested is necessary to accommodate a 
twinhome development in reducing the proposed lot frontage to 20.8 feet for Tract 6, 20 
feet for tract 7, and 10 feet for Tract 8.  The Planning Commission has recommended 
approval by a vote of 8-0.  
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the variance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adjourning 
the Board of Adjustment and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
Along with the variance request from Keystone Developers is a request of subdivision of 
property at 1400 to 1502 – 17th Avenue SW.  The property has been petitioned for minor 
subdivision for boundary realignment to accommodate a twinhome development.  Two 
conditions on approval include:  1)  a 10-foot utility easement adjacent to the fronting 
public right-of-way of 17th Avenue SW, and 2) adequate utility easement to 
accommodate sanitary sewer and water service lines servicing units in Tracts 6, 7, and 8.  
Charles Fawver, developer for the project, said there would be two driveways for the 6 
units. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the subdivision waiver.  Carried. 
 
The Board of Review will be meeting on April 24 and 25 at the Mower County 
Courthouse.  Any city resident who wishes to dispute their property taxes may come at 
that time.  The Council must approve the Board’s appointments. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Poppe, 
approving the appointments of Jerry Wolesky (At-Large), Mike Steichen (First Ward), 
Kim Jacobson (Second Ward), and Betty LaClair (Third Ward).  Carried. 
 
Austin Utilities General Manager Jerry McCarthy is requesting that the City Council sign 
a lease agreement with Hickory Tech to install antennae on the southeast water tower.  
Hickory Tech is a private telephone company looking to expand in Austin for their 
wireless business.  The antennae are twelve feet long and will not extend above the top of 
the tank.  The company will pay the Austin Utilities a per-month rental fee for the use of 
the tower.   
 
Council Member Goodnature asked if the company did Internet service.  Jerry Wilke, 
representative for Hickory Tech, said the company only does short e-mail messaging to 
phones only – no Internet.  Council Member Christopherson asked if there would be an 
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adverse affect on the catwalk.  Austin Utilities has hired an outside engineer to 
investigate the effect on the water tower. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the lease agreement with Hickory Tech for the Southeast 
Water Tower.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The Public Works Committee has reviewed and approved a request for proposed stop 
signs for northbound/southbound traffic on 6th Street and 7th Streets at 6th Avenue NW. 
The Engineering Department has proposed stop signs at these points based on 1998 –’01 
accident report history.  Don Sprandel, 303 – 7th Street NW, said he would like to see 
more enforcement and a study of traffic violations in the area. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving stop signs on 6th and 7th Street at 6th Avenue NW.  Carried. 
 
Dave Cole, representing the Friends of the Nature Center, along with John Beckel and 
Larry Dolphin, asked the City Council to support the Friends’ endeavor to increase the 
size of the Nature Center by 210 acres.  The Friends are requesting the City of Austin to 
pass a resolution to act as legal sponsor in applying for a $330,000 DNR Regional Park 
Grant.  The DNR will fund 60%, or $198,000, and the Friends will match the grant with 
$132,000 (40%) of their raised funds.  The Friends are not requesting the City to match 
funds.  They have raised $50,000 to-date.   
 
Council Member Poppe asked what criteria there would be for a “satisfactory” public 
hearing.  Mayor Rietz said that anything, any concern that a council member may have, 
could be brought back to Council.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee added that the City 
is just the conduit for this grant; the DNR will be the decision-maker.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting a resolution approving the City of Austin as legal sponsor and submitter of a 
$330,000 Regional Park Matching Grant for the expansion of the J.C. Hormel Nature 
Center expansion project, contingent upon the March 25th public hearing being 
satisfactory.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The Austin Employees Association, one of the eight employee bargaining units, and the 
City of Austin have agreed to the proposed terms in the 2002 – 2004 agreement.  Wages 
and health insurance being the major issues, the group has settled on pay raises as 
follows:  4.5% in 2002, 2.5% in 2003, and 2% in 2004, plus a 4-cent base adjustment 
each year.  The three-year contract approved for other bargaining units allowed for 3.5%, 
3%, and 2.5%.  The AEA is comprised of 29 people.  The agreement was approved by 
the Finance Committee. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the AEA agreement for 2002 – 2004.  7-0.  Carried. 
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The feasibility report for Project 3-A-02 – 4th Avenue NE, 5th Avenue, 6th Avenue and 
7th Street NE.  Phase II – 7th Street NE:  The area from the alley north of 6th Avenue to 
the intersection of 8th Street NW would be removed and replaced with an asphalt street 
and curb and gutter. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution receiving the feasibility report for Project 3-A-02, Phase II.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Sterling State Bank has requested a street vacation in connection with its current 
expansion.  Part of the bank currently encroaches into the right-of-way; additional right-
of-way is needed.  This vacation will not impact vehicle traffic. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution relating to the vacation of a public right-of-way at Sterling State Bank.  6-0.  
Carried.  Council Member Christopherson abstained. 
 
State Local Government Aid budget for the City of Austin looks stable for now; bills are 
currently in the Minnesota House and Senate which do not cut LGA.  Knowing this, the 
Finance Committee has recommended lifting a hiring freeze for the police and fire 
department only and have recommended authorizing filling the part-time fire department 
secretary position. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Goodnature, approving 
the hiring of a part-time fire department secretary.  Carried. 
 
 
REPORTS: 
 
DCA:  The DCA Annual Meeting will be held at Cooperative Response Center on 
Tuesday, March 26 at 5:30.  The DCA has now located into the Town Center.  The DCA 
is also working with the City in promoting Austin as a location for an Iowa company.  
DCA is also working on local financing for Austin Packaging Company for its growth.   
 
An Ordinance Committee meeting was set for April 1 at 4:30. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson reported that the community forum on banning cigarette 
smoking in restaurants is cancelled.  The Minnesota Department of Health has unresolved 
issues with the tobacco settlement funds.  In the meantime, she encouraged restaurants to 
offer no-smoking times on their own accord. 
 
The Public Works Committee will meet on Thursday, March 21 at 4:30. 
 
A Finance Committee meeting was set for April 1 at 3.30 pm. 
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Mayor Rietz announced that Council Member Jeanne Poppe, who is finishing up her 
second term on Council, will be running for the state legislature to replace Rob Leighton.  
She will be joining Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, County Commissioner Len 
Miller, and Don Sparks in seeking the seat.  Also, Council Member Lang will be running 
for county commissioner. 
 
The Fire Committee will be meeting at 4:00 on March 25.  Fire Committee Chair Jeanne 
Poppe said it is expected that they will go ahead with a recommendation to hire the 
firefighter. 
 
A quarterly Port Authority meeting will be held on March 27 at 4:30. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson requested Council authorize the bidding of the trail projects. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
authorizing the bidding.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson reported on the recent fish kill at the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant.  The WWTP has not missed any level limits through last week.  The reason for the fish 
kill is still undetermined at this point, but Mr. Erichson speculated that a Friday storm might 
have brought an increase in oxygen to the area.  Autopsies revealed that it was not due to 
high chlorine, high ammonia or low oxygen levels; the numbers for these elements have been 
consistently low. 
 
Fire Chief Wilson thanked staff for approval of the fire department secretary hiring.  Also, 
Alice Snater recently donated a photograph of firefighters hanging the flag on a street sign at 
‘Ground Zero’ in New York City.   
 
Library Director Chris McArdle Rojo said an Intro to Tai Chi is currently being offered at the 
library.  Also the library is seeking a grant from the Southeast Regional library system for an 
entrepreneur class for teens and adult women. 
 
Parks and Rec Director Denny Maschka requested a quorum for the public hearing on March 
25 at the Nature Center.  Council Member Jorgenson, Council Member Christopherson, and 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee responded affirmatively.  One more council member is 
needed. 
 
Austin has been named a Tree City USA for the 22nd year. 
 
Mayor Rietz said applications are still being taken through March for one more Charter 
Commission member.  These applications will then be forwarded to District Judge Ring who 
will make this appointment. 
 
The City of Austin is the host for the next Mower County League of Cities meeting.  It will 
take place on April 18 at the Senior Citizens Center. 
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April 25th is the night of the City Volunteer Recognition Night to be held at Ruby Rupner.   
Staff and Council may forward suggestions for the Volunteer of the Year award. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to April 1, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   7:10  pm   
 
Approved:   April 1, 2002   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:      
 


