
 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
April 22, 2002 

4:00 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Nordin and Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None.        
  
OTHERS PRESENT:           Craig Hoium.  Jon Erichson.  Post Bulletin. Daily Herald.  

Tom Dankert.  Pat McGarvey.  Lucy Johnson. 
 
 
 
Added to the agenda:  a temporary food license for May 4 for Jim Gilbertson, Mission 
Band Concert.   
 
A public hearing was held on the proposed amendment to the municipal charter with 
regard to ward boundaries. 
 
After the last Census, the City’s population has grown, demographics have shifted, and 
the City is now required to shift its boundaries to reflect the population change.  
Presently, the second ward is significantly larger by population.  The count between each 
ward must be within five percent.  City Clerk Lucy Johnson, along with Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium and County Auditor Woody Vereide are 
recommending the attached boundary changes.  Ms. Johnson said precinct numbers do 
not change, nor will this effect council representation.  (Only Council Member-at-Large 
Chaffee, who represents all of Austin, lives within the effected area.)  These boundary 
changes, which require approval by ordinance as it is would be an amendment to the City 
Charter, were approved by the Charter Commission.  These boundaries will actually take 
effect during the primary elections on September 10, 2002. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the City 
Attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move to the 
first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption of 
the first reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the second reading.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move the 
ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption and 
publication of the ordinance.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on the rezoning from I-2 Industrial District to B-2 Community 
Business District of the land described as: 
 

Block 6, ½ vac. Street on N & S exc. .01 acres on so. Exc. Strip S.E. of 
Hormel Dr. and N.W. of Parcel and also including Blk 11, vac. Alley, S½ 
vac. Street adj. on N and .02 acres St. S.W., Lot 7, exc. .18 acres. W., 
Railroad Add., Mower County, Minnesota.  (General description of 
property being located west of 600 and 700 blocks of 7th Street NE and 
north of 5th avenue NE) 

 
This rezoning, submitted by Hormel Foods Corporation, is for 3.5 acres of land 
which will accommodate the development of the ice facility.  Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium said that if this property is rezoned, the 
minimum green space requirement is 20%; the submitted site plan shows 59% 
green space.  The Planning Commission recommended approval by a vote of 8-0. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for the 
City Attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried.  Council Member 
Christopherson dissenting. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move 
the ordinance to the first reading.  Carried.  Council Member Christopherson 
dissenting. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move 
the ordinance to the second reading.  6-1.  Council Member Christopherson 
dissenting. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move 
the ordinance to the third and final reading.  Carried.  Council Member 
Christopherson dissenting. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for 
adoption and publication of the ordinance.  6-1.  Carried.  Council Member 
Christopherson dissenting. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member 
Lang, approving the temporary food license for the Mission Band Concert on 
May 4.  Carried. 
 
Council Member questioned the legality of the meeting for the watershed 
coordinator if two council members would attend.  City Attorney David 
Hoversten said council members may attend any meeting if they aren’t actively 
participating, “putting their heads together” so to speak.  Attending these types of 
meetings is acceptable unless a council member(s) is/are specifically appointed 
to attend and bring back information to Council for recommendation.  If it is just 
a fact-finding mission, attendance is okay. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
adjourn. 
 
Adjourned:   4:50  pm   
 
Approved:   May 6, 2002   
 
Mayor:      
 
City Recorder:      
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