
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 20, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Lang, and Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.  Lucy Johnson.  Betty Schewe.  Liliana 

Sylvestry and Bonnie Tangren.  Kermit Mahan. 
 
 
Added to the agenda:  Consent agenda items:  
 Temporary food license:  Austin Greyhounds @ Marcusen Park  
 Plumbing:  Geno’s Plumbing & Heating, 523 Park Avenue, Albert Lea 
 Garbage hauler:  Triple J Disposal, 111 N. Main Street, Suite 103 
 Food:  Candy Bouquet, 706 W. Oakland Avenue 
Also added to the agenda:  a resolution relating to the vacation of right-of-way and 

setting a public hearing; a resolution approving construction service 
options for the new ice arena; motion approving street and parking 
requests from the HRA; and approval to rehire for the part-time 
community service officer position. 

Removed from the agenda:  Motion permitting the City of Austin to remove junk at 1010 
– 7th Avenue NE, James Baldus property. 

 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the minutes of May 6, 2002.  Carried. 
 
Liliana Sylvestry, director of The Welcome Center, gave a report to Council.  This 
October, the Center will be celebrating its second anniversary.  Ms. Sylvestry presented a 
report to Council which included numbers of people served and in what capacity they 
were served.  Ms. Sylvestry has been working with the county public health nurse on 
immunizations and also has been networking with various agencies.  Housing for clients 
remains uncertain.  The center has received a $105,000 grant to go towards strategic 
planning. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Concrete:  Fleming Construction, 409 – 10th Street NW 
 Food:  Park and Rec Dept. @ Marcusen Park 
 Temporary food:  Austin Noon Kiwanis for June 15 & 16 
 Temporary exempt gambling:  Youth Football Inc., October 11, 2002 
 Temporary food license:  Austin Greyhounds @ Marcusen Park  
 Plumbing:  Geno’s Plumbing & Heating, 523 Park Avenue, Albert Lea 
 Garbage hauler:  Triple J Disposal, 111 N. Main Street, Suite 103 
 Food:  Candy Bouquet, 706 W. Oakland Avenue 
 
    
 Claims: 
 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Finance Report and Investments 
c. Casey DeVriendt, 505 – 21st Street NE.  This claim has been referred to the 

city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
d. Rodney Wogstad, 411 – 11th Street NW. This claim has been referred to the 

city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
e. Shelley Brandon, 2905 – 8th Avenue SW.  This claim has been referred to 

the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
f. Allen Noble.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to protect the 

city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
Redistricting has been finalized.  Prior to June 1, the city council must approve new precinct 
boundaries and any polling location changes.  City Clerk Lucy Johnson is recommending two 
polling location changes, both in the 1st Ward.  The school district has requested that Sumner 
School not be used for elections in Ward I, Precinct 2 as the school has one gym, and this 
impacts their scheduling two to three times per year.  Ms. Johnson recommends using Austin 
High School for this precinct, and she has received enthusiastic approval from Principal Joe 
Brown.  The voting would take place in Hastings Gym, which is the southernmost gym and 
has direct access to the parking lot on Oakland Avenue.  Buses would use this area twice a 
day for delivery and pickup of students; City Clerk Lucy Johnson said the public could be 
notified so as to avoid those times.  Ms. Johnson also recommends the use of Austin Public 
Library for Ward 1, Precinct 1 to replace Pickett Place.  The majority of complaints received 
on polling locations were regarding the lack of parking at Pickett Place.  The library is a city-
owned building and has adequate parking.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution establishing boundaries of election precincts and establishing polling 
places.  7-0.  Carried. 
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A public hearing was held on the vacation of a street right-of-way requested by Sterling State 
Bank.  The bank is undergoing a renovation and will have an overhang which will extend 
into the public right-of-way.  No comments were received. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution appointing commissioners and proceeding with the vacation.  6-0.  Council 
Member Christopherson abstained.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on a preliminary plat review requested by Austin Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority for a subdivision to be known as Milwaukee Roundhouse Addition.  
The approximate 11.62 acres is east of Austin Builders Supply and the old Milwaukee 
Railroad depot.  The petitioners are proposing to replat this area for commercial/ 
industrial development.    Lot 1 is the future location of the Austin Transit building, storage 
area, office, shop, and wash bay area.  Lot 2, Block 1 is a future commercial development 
site.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval (6-0) of the plat with the 
following 11 conditions: 
1. Developer shall provide a storm water management plan to meet the approval of the city 

engineer (under review by city engineer). 
2. Utility extensions of the potable water, natural gas, electric, and others, including 

easements shall meet the approval of Austin Utilities, Austin city engineer, Qwest, 
Charter Communications or other local agencies. 

3. Plat shall meet the approval of the Mower County engineer and MnDOT. 
4. Plat shall be developed in accordance to Austin City Code Section 11, “I-1” Limited 

Industrial District. (Reviewed at time of permit application.) 
5. Discussion shall be conducted with the petitioner relating to the legal description of the 

storm water retention pond area.  Questions as to identifying this area as Outlot A. 
6. Developer shall enter into developer’s agreement with the City of Austin and Austin 

Utilities prior to final plat approval.  Developer’s agreement shall address any public 
improvements relating to this preliminary plat including the development of 4th Avenue 
NE. 

7. Developer shall acquire any easements outside the plat which are necessary for the 
extension of any utility extensions. 

8. Design of 4th Avenue NE road extension shall meet the approval of the city engineer.  
This design shall include utilities, curb and gutter, hard surface road, and street lighting. 

9. Developer shall obtain petitions approved by the Austin Utilities relating to the placement 
of municipal water, gas, and electric utilities, and the costs thereof. 

10. Clarification shall be determined in regards to the ownership of the proposed storm pond 
and storm sewer main running from Lot 1, Block 1, to storm pond for this development. 

11. Easement shall be provided for storm sewer main providing drainage from Lot 1, Block 
1, and discharging in storm pond. 

 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium asked Council to decide on ownership of 
the storm water retention pond.   The City would not want ownership of this property.  
Council Member Goodnature questioned what would be the impact of twenty to thirty coal 
trains coming through.  Mr. Hoium said that structural engineers must meet certain design 
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criteria, including the consideration of the surrounding area.  HRA Director Kermit Mahan 
said the retention pond is a flood control device on which no one can build.  Mr. Mahan also 
said the pond would require maintenance.  The HRA will work out ownership of this 
property with the Engineering Department.  At this point, Mr. Mahan does not know costs or 
liabilities.  He would like to ask all parties involved to share in the ownership.  City Engineer 
Jon Erichson said the city currently owns some retention ponds, but these are for a region of 
the city, not specifically for two lots as this retention pond would be.  Mr. Erichson noted this 
retention pond would be similar to one at the Target development and one for Oak Park Mall.  
Those ponds are privately owned.  Also, as properties to the north of these lots are developed, 
additional ponds would be required. 
 
Betty Schewe, 1203½ - 1st Avenue NE, asked if clean-up of the property would be via 
burnoff.  Mr. Mahan said it would not; the MPCA has ordered clean-up via trucking and 
hauling away.  Ms. Schewe also expressed concern over pollution from buses and traffic 
safety due to many small children in the area.  Mr. Mahan said this area is and has been 
zoned as industrial use.  The neighborhood will see much bus activity at the start and end of 
each school day, but he equates this traffic with that experienced by the school 
neighborhoods.  Weekend traffic would be minimal as only two charter buses will be using 
this facility, and then only sporadically.  Traffic will come and go off of 11th Street NE.  This 
is the only alternative, as the proposed 4th Avenue NE extension would cost $1.5M.  Mr. 
Mahan believes this use of the area would be the least obtrusive for the neighborhood and 
would also be the highest, best use of the land.  Council Member Nordin added that there 
would be no bus traffic in the summer.    
 
Council Member Lang expressed approval of this plat, saying this will remove a blighted 
area.  Concerning safety, Council Member Lang said the city is on top of this matter.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
preliminary plat for Milwaukee Roundhouse Addition.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on a preliminary plat review requested by the City of Austin and 
Hormel Foods Corporation for a plat to be known as Hormel Austin Plat Subdivision. Lot 1, 
Block 1 is the site of the Hormel plant, and the area west of 4th Street NE is Outlot A.  The 
petitioners are proposing to replat this approximate 92-acre site for consolidation of the 
property legal description for the Hormel Plant and to accommodate the new ice arena site.  
The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the plat with the following 
conditions: 
1. All easements entered into this plat shall meet the approval of the Austin city engineer 

and Austin Utilities. 
2. Said plat shall meet the approval of the Mower County engineer and MnDOT. 
3. Verify northwest boundary of plat in relation to location within public right-of-way of 4th 

Street NE. 
4. All existing recorded easements shall be shown on plat. 
5. Enlarge Lot 2, Block 2 to meet the minimum lot frontage of 60 feet, lot area of 6,000 

square feet and adjust property lines to meet setbacks for B-2 Community Business 
District development standards. 
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6. Outlot C shown on preliminary plat shall be described as Lot 1, Block 3 of said plat 
7. South boundary of Outlot C shall be relocated to align with north adjacent alley 

boundary. 
8. Outlot D shown on preliminary plat shall be described as Outlot C 
9. An 80-foot-wide easement shall be provided immediately west of the public right-of-way 

boundary of 5th Avenue NE 
 
Regarding the ice arena property, City Engineer Jon Erichson said Hormel Foods has put the 
land ownership into escrow until the completion of the project at which time the City of 
Austin will have sole ownership. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the preliminary plat to be known as Hormel Austin Plat Subdivision.   Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, to adopt 
a resolution setting a hearing for final plat acceptance for property to be known as Hormel 
Austin Plant Subdivision.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adopt a 
resolution setting a hearing for final plat acceptance for property to be known as Milwaukee 
Railroad Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin and Mower County have been working under a joint agreement for the 
emergency management director.  The person in that position, Bob Nelson, is retiring 
December 31, 2002.  Both parties wish to divide the activities of this position in half, with 
duties to be undertaken by current staff.   In order for this to occur, the city council must 
dissolve the agreement.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
terminating the agreement with Mower County for a Joint Emergency Management Director 
effective 12/31/02. 
 
Austin Utilities has proposed that the City of Austin mow the Utilities’ substations, pump 
stations and tower locations.  In exchange, Austin Utilities would supply $8000 salary, a new 
mower to be traded every five years, a new weed eater, use of a trailer and truck for the 
summer, and weed spray, etc.  The City Finance/Personnel Committee has approved this 
proposal at its May 6 meeting. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the agreement.  Carried. 
 
A resignation in the Street Department has created a vacancy for a chauffeur position.  The 
Finance/Personnel Committee has approved this rehiring at its May 6 meeting.  A chauffeur 
position requires a license to drive heavy equipment. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the rehiring.  Carried. 
 
Mosquito spraying was not put in the 2002 budget and has been considered on a need-to-need 
basis.  If applications are approved, funding would come out of the contingency line item.  At 
its May 6 meeting, the Finance/Personnel Committee approved spraying as there are many 
city events this summer.  The public works director has requested spraying up to three 
applications at his discretion. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving funding for mosquito spraying.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson has requested that Council authorize a project representative to 
make decisions for the new ice arena based on certain parameters.  Work directives would 
not exceed $25,000; the total of the work directives would not exceed $100,000; and Council 
would be apprised of work directives weekly.  At periodic times, these work directives would 
be consolidated and incorporated into a change order for council approval.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the aforementioned request.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin is required to pass a resolution to reimburse itself for expenditures in 
street improvement projects prior to issuance of bonding.  Projects involved with this are 
Project 3-A-02 for the maximum bond amount of $250,000, Project 5-A-02 for the maximum 
bond amount of $210,000, Project 6-A-02 for the maximum amount of $375,000, and the 
Cook Farm project for the maximum amount of $1,350,000.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution relating to financing of public improvement projects and establishing 
compliance with reimbursement bond regulations under the Internal Revenue Code.  7-0. 
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, permitting 
the City of Austin to remove an inoperable vehicle at 611 – 6th Avenue SE, David Milton 
property.  Carried. 
 
The UAW Local 867 contract for the Wastewater Treatment Plant workers has been 
approved.  Contract approval had been hung up on job descriptions; both parties have now 
agreed on these.  This contract is similar to the UAW contract for Park and Rec and Street 
Department employees.  Wage increases are 3.5, 3, and 2.5 percent for 2002, 2003 and 2004, 
respectively, with a 4-cent base adjustment each year.  Health insurance contribution for 
family coverage with Plan A will be $100.00 per month and $55.00 per month for family 
Plan B.  For 2003 and/or 2004, contributions for family coverage could each go up an 
additional $25 per month depending on the plan’s financial performance.  The 
Finance/Personnel Committee approved this contract at its meeting prior to this council 
meeting.   
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving the UAW Wastewater Treatment Plant contract for 2002, 
2003, and 2004.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Ankeny’s on 14th Street has requested a vacation of city easements.  A resolution is required 
to set a hearing.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the aforesaid resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Bonestroo, Rosene, Anderlik and Associates, Inc. has presented the City of Austin with 
service options, and the Engineering Department is recommending approval of item numbers 
1,5,6, & 7 under the Limited Service Option.  Cost is expected to be $65,000.00; the City has 
$135,000 designated for these services. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting a resolution approving the aforementioned services.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
With the construction of the new Countyard and Chauncey Apartments, the HRA has 
recommended actions for the surrounding streets.  The Public Works Committee has 
reviewed and approved the following requests:  1) A 4-way stop sign for the corner of 1st 
Avenue and 2nd Street NE, 2) Pedestrian signs placed both eastbound and westbound for the 
crosswalk leading from the Austin Courtyard t the Senior Citizens Center, 3) No parking 
from directly west of the Austin Courtyard’s garage exit to the Usem’s Body Shop indrive, 
and 4) No parking on the south side of the frontage road located south of the Chauncey 
Apartments. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving 
the requests.  Carried. 
 
Two full-time community service officer positions and one part-time position have been 
budgeted for in the 2002 budget.  The part-time C.S.O. has taken another job, and this 
position is now vacant.  The Finance/Personnel Committee approved rehiring at the May 20 
meeting. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
approving the rehiring.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
HRA:  Pickett Place is undergoing a major renovation to replace concrete joists. 
 
CVB:  A farewell, thank-you celebration is being planned for Chuck Keller and Jeanne 
Sheehan on June 19 and 5:00 – 8:00, location to be decided. 
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The Community Relations Committee will meet Wednesday, May 29 at 4:30. 
 
The Ordinance Committee will meet June 3 at 4:15. 
 
The Finance/Personnel Committee will meet June 3 at 3:30. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to put the 
land transfer at The Pointe (1st Drive NW and 4th Street NW) under the Public Works 
Committee in Matters in Hand, and for the land to be transferred within the next 60 days. 
 
The Park and Rec Board’s next meeting is scheduled for June 5.  The groundbreaking of the 
arena has just taken place.  The Board will be discussing the Riverland ball diamonds at its 
next meeting.  The Veteran’s Pavilion should be completed by June 1.  Several weddings 
have already booked this facility; Park and Rec is charging $100 for rental.   
 
The Austin Mower County Homeownership Board will meet Wednesday, May 29 at 6:00.  
The city audit report is done.  The Governor’s veto on the budget was overridden; LGA is 
intact for 2002, and under current law, is intact for 2003.  Knowing this, the city is now able 
to start budgeting for 2003. 
 
Dare graduation is taking place this week for all public and private schools.   
 
The Police Department Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 28 at 9:30. 
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to June 3, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   6:48  pm   
 
Approved:   June 3, 2002   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:      
 


