
 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
June 3, 2002 

5:30 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council Members 
Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, Nordin and 
Lang.   

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Mayor Rietz.       
   
OTHERS PRESENT:           Media.  Public.   
 
 
Added to the agenda: a motion approving a street closing at Sterling State Bank for 
September 10 – 13, 2002; a resolution approving $5000 to Accessible Space, Inc. for their 
proposed 30-unit apartment project for low income, age 62+ seniors application to HUD for 
Section 202 funds; an ordinance amending the city code to be in compliance with a new 
state law that allows for fireworks; a sign license for LaCrosse Sign Co., Inc., Onalaska, WI.  
Removed from the agenda:  an ordinance conditionally permitting adult-use businesses in I-
3 Business Industrial Districts, an ordinance addressing regulations of adult-oriented 
businesses, and a motion granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to 
contract for removal of illegal storage of junk at 610 – 8th Street SW, Matthew Schrom.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the 
agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the council minutes of May 20, 2002.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to 
forego ‘Citizens Addressing the Council’.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 

 Concrete:  D. L. Johnson Masonry, 1406 S. 4th Street, Albert Lea, MN 
Temporary food:  Hormel Employees Credit Union, 400 – 4th Avenue NE 
Sign: LaCrosse Sign Co., Inc., Onalaska, WI 
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Claims: 
            

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Florence Saman, 505 – 12th Street NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
c. Laser Technologies, 9603 Girard Ave., Bloomington MN  55431 (Douglas 

Kleschold)  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to protect the 
city’s interest. 

d. Cedar River Counseling Services, 1403 – 15th Avenue SW.  This claim has 
been referred to the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

e. Bruce Brandeland, 3320 Caleo Ct., Plano, TX.  This claim has been referred to 
the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

 
Bids have been received for miscellaneous concrete street patches.  Bids came in below the 
expected cost.  Funding has been set aside for this maintenance.  The Engineering 
Department is recommending the bid of Gary Groh Construction at $32,596.17.  The bid list 
is as follows: 
 
 Contractor      Bid Amount 

 
Gary Groh Construction $32,596.17 
Jim Cummings Concrete $38,098.60 
Doyle Conner Inc. $42,481.00 
Hoffman Concrete $43,146.50 
Wayde Groh Construction $51,492.00 

 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution awarding the bid to Gary Groh Construction.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
County Engineer Mike Hanson requested Council’s approval of the 18th Avenue NW 
improvement project.  MnDOT is requiring a formal approval by resolution.  Plans for 
sidewalks, lights, etc. have been worked out prior to this final document.  Council 
Member-at-Large Chaffee asked what the timeline for this project is.  Mr. Hanson said 
the plans and specs are in St. Paul; the County is hoping to see approval in the next 
couple of weeks.  Council Member Christopherson asked if this had not been approved 
before.  City Administrator Pat McGarvey said the City and County had agreed on who 
would pay for what, but this final agreement had not been approved yet.  
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the resolution approving Mower County’s proposed 18th Avenue NW 
improvement project.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Assistant City Engineer Steven Lang presented an agreement for the installation of 
railroad signals at the 8th Avenue NE intersection.  The agreement states that the City 
would be responsible for signage and a possible detour during construction.  Council 



  Minutes of 6-3-02 
 
 
   

 3

Member Christopherson asked if the I&M is responsible for these costs.  City 
Administrator Pat McGarvey stated that the cost sharing is laid out on page 4 of the 
agreement:  State Funds at 90% ($116,857.80); Local Agency Funds at 10% 
($12,984.20).  The total estimated cost of the project is $129,842.00. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the resolution for an agreement with the I&M Rail Link LLC and the 
Commissioner of Transportation for the installation and maintenance of railroad crossing 
signals and gates at the intersection of 8th Avenue NE.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Two persons have been chosen to fill the 28th and newly created 29th police officer 
positions at the police department.  Upon approval by Council, the two candidates would 
go through psychological testing with Rosemary Linderman and agility testing with Lt. 
Curt Rude.  Candidates are Christopher Kaiser and Amy Morgan.  Mr. Kaiser has military 
experience and is the father of three children.  He is also a skin diver.  Amy Morgan was 
born in Austin, currently lives in Stewartville, and has family and friends in Austin. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the hiring of the two candidates contingent upon successful completion of 
physical and psychological testing.  Carried.  Council Member Nordin abstained. 
 
Greg Bird, 56288 – 205th Street, has requested a waiver of a side lot line requirement.  
Mr. Bird lives adjacent to the Guy property, which the City has purchased as a part of the 
airport expansion.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the waiver.  Carried. 
 
Hormel Foods is donating a parcel of property which the City needs to extend the Nature 
Center Trail.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving the trail easement donation.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Darwin Viker has presented the audit report to the Finance/Personnel Committee.  The 
Committee recommended approval. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the City of Austin Audit Report for the period ended December 31, 2001.  
Carried. 
 
Two parcels of property must be purchased to extend the Nature Center Trail from 14th 
Street NE to 17th Street NE.   The proposed project budget is:   
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 1) Construction cost $31,000.00 
 2) Land acquisition $36,525.00 
 3) Engineering/administrative $10,000.00  
 Total $77,5250.00 
 
The Department of Natural Resources will be funding half of this trail with a 50-50 grant.  
The City must pass a resolution for land acquisition.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting the 
resolution.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Finance Director Tom Dankert requested that Council table the next item, authorizing the 
hiring process to fill a vacancy in the Street Department, until the City Council can 
review the budget for 2003. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Lang, tabling the 
motion.  Carried. 
 
An employee in the library is currently on Family Medical Leave.  The Finance/Personnel 
Committee has agreed to move assignments around at the library to compensate for the 
temporary absence of this employee.   
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving 
the temporary library personnel reassignments.  Carried. 
 
Austin Auto Parts, a motor supply store, has submitted a landscape mitigation plan for 
their proposed development in the Burbank Addition.  The City Code limits tree removal 
for commercial development to 30%.  This stipulation may be circumvented with a 
landscape mitigation plan.  The development site includes an 8640-square-foot building, 
hard-surfaced curb and gutter off-street parking areas, removal of the fourteen trees 
currently on the property and the plantings of 10 trees and 115 other plantings.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the mitigation plan.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adjourning 
the Common Council into the Sign Board of Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A sign appeal from Bruce Turner and Walt Baldus was reviewed and tabled at the April 
15th and May 6th council meetings.  Concerns were expressed relating to possible 
obstruction to vehicular and pedestrian traffic at the intersection of North Main Street and 
11th Avenue NE.  Petitioners have now submitted a second alternate sign design.  The 
proposed sign would be attached to the structural columns of the Goodyear sign, and this 
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is acceptable with Goodyear.  This sign would provide a clear zone of ten feet.  
Dimensions of the sign would be approximately 11½ x 8 feet.   
 
Moved by Council Member Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the sign appeal.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
resolving the Sign Board of Appeals back into the Common Council.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting 
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of an inoperable 
vehicle at 1701 – 5th Avenue NW, Forrest Norris.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of illegal storage of junk 
at 401 – 3rd Avenue SW, Debra Geike.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting 
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for removal of illegal storage of 
junk at 1105 – 9th Avenue SW, Maureen Tobin.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting 
a resolution setting a public hearing for June 17 for a final plat to be known as Hormel 
Austin Plant Subdivision.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution setting a public hearing for June 17 for a final plat to be known as Milwaukee 
Roadhouse Addition.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
setting a public hearing for June 17 for a 2-foot variance from city code governing the 
minimum sideyard setback of 5 feet in an R-1 Single Family Residence District, requested 
by Anthony and Patricia Slowinski, 1003 – 13th Avenue NW.  Carried. 
 
Sterling State Bank has requested a street closing for a four-day open house from September 
10 through September 13.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
street closing.  Carried. 
 
The HRA has requested Council adopt a resolution approving a $5000 grant to Accessible 
Space, Inc. for their proposed 30-unit apartment project for low-income, age 62+, 
handicapped seniors application to HUD for Section 202 funds.  The Finance/Personnel 
Committee has approved this contingent on approval by the HRA Board and funding the the 
grant from the HRA.  Council Member Christopherson said he would like to see preference 
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for veterans for this housing project.  Council Member Poppe thought that this wouldn’t be 
allowable, and City Attorney concurred, saying that eligibility for housing would be 
according to HUD standards. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving the request, contingent on the application’s approval by the HRA 
Board and the HRA funding the $5000 if ASI and this project is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City Attorney has prepared an amendment to our current ordinance regarding fireworks.  
This proposed amendment is to conform to the change in the State law. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move that the 
City Attorney prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, to move that the 
ordinance be moved to the first reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption of the 
first reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, that the ordinance 
be moved to the second reading.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, that the ordinance 
be moved to the third and final reading.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, for adoption and 
publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
A Bicycle Committee meeting was set for Tuesday, June 18 at 4:30. 
 
Council Member Christopherson inquired on the progress of the transfer of property at The 
Point.  City Attorney David Hoversten said that Craig Johnson has been out of the office for 
the week and has not had the opportunity to work on this matter with City Engineer Jon 
Erichson. 
 
Council Member Christopherson noted the property owned by Jones, Haugh, Smith should 
be mowing their lawn. 
 
Council Member Christopherson asked when Harry Brull would give his follow-up report.  
City Administrator Pat McGarvey said the report is nearly complete, and he expects a final 
draft in June. 
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An Ordinance Committee meeting was set for Monday, June 17 at 4:15. 
 
A Finance/Personnel Committee meeting was set for 3:30 on Monday, June 17. 
 
The Park and Rec Board will be meeting on Wednesday, June 5.  The Board will be 
discussing the baseball diamond complex and the Paramount Theatre air conditioning.   
 
Council Member Nordin noted a property, 1604 East Oakland, that has had additional 
vehicles, etc. 
 
The HRA Board will be meeting on Wednesday, June 12 at 4:30. 
 
Filing for city offices – 3 council members, mayor, and council member-at-large – will be 
open July 2 through 16.  Cost is $25 to file.  Citizens must be 21 years old. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee asked if the Park and Rec Department was planning on 
updating Northwest Park before Orchard Creek.  Park and Rec Director Denny Maschka 
said they were going to try to do both. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee also warned citizens to drive safely with school letting 
out for the summer. 
 
A budget work session was set for Tuesday, June 11 at 6:00.  Council can expect a packet 
on the city’s revenue prior to the work session. 
 
The League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference will be in Rochester on June 18 – 21. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to 
adjourn the meeting to Monday, June 17, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   6:22 p.m.   
 
Approved:    June 17, 2002   
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       


