
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Lang, and Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.   
 
 
Added to the agenda:  
 Temporary gambling:  Austin Jaycees at the fairgrounds, August 6-10 
Also added to the agenda:  a resolution asking the school district for payment on the 

$100,000 interest-free loan to the school district for Wescott Field 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the minutes of June 3, 2002 and the special meeting minutes of June 11, 2002.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 

Temporary exempt gambling:  Freeborn/Mower Habitat for Humanity, 301 4th 
Ave. NE, August 15 

Master plumber:  Faribault Plumbing & Heating, 513 Central Ave. Faribault 
    
Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Finance Report and Investments 
c. Masonic Lodge, 315 N. Main Street.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
d. Steam Brothers, 212 Giles Place, Albert Lea.  This claim has been referred to 

the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
e. Norma Wangen, 1211 – 5th Avenue NW.  This claim has been referred to the 

city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
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f. Kermit Howell, 3000 – 1st Avenue NW.  This claim has been referred to the 
city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

 
Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for final plat approval requested by the Austin Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority for a subdivision to be known as Milwaukee Roundhouse Addition.   
The Austin City Planning Commission has reviewed this plat at its May 11th meeting.  The 
proposed replat is an 11.2-acre site which includes extension of 4th Avenue NE, a parcel (Lot 
1, Block 1) for the Austin Transportation site; Lot 2, Block 1 for future development; and a 
storm water retention pond.  On May 20, the City Council approved the preliminary plat with 
12 conditions.  Ten of the 12 conditions are satisfied.  Remaining are 1) the extension of 4th 
Avenue NE for which public hearing must occur prior to this and 2) the storm water pond 
and its responsible parties.  Language for the storm water pond will be included in the 
developers agreement.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium stated that retention 
ponds are generally the responsibility of the developer/private party as in the case of the 
Target area and Oak Park Mall.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the final plat with conditions.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for final plat approval requested by the City of Austin and Hormel 
Foods Corporation for a plat to be known as Hormel Austin Plant Subdivision.  The Austin 
City Planning Commission has reviewed this plat at its May 11th meeting and by the Austin 
City Council at its June 3rd meeting.  The proposed replat includes the Hormel Foods 
Corporation processing area and another parcel for the new ice arena.  Nine conditions were 
placed on this replat.  Nine conditions have been resolved.  One outstanding issue remains:  
easements have been verbally approved by the Engineering Department but have not been 
graphically approved on the plat mylars.  Council Member Goodnature asked if the City 
would own the entire property.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said the City would own all of 
the property south of the railroad tracks.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the final plat with the completed condition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, resolving the 
Common Council into the Board of Appeals and Adjustments.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 2-foot variance from city code governing the minimum 
sideyard setback of 5 feet in an R-1 Single Family Residence District, requested by Anthony 
and Patricia Slowinski, 1003 – 13th Avenue NW.  Petitioners are requesting to build an 
attached garage addition and breezeway.  Questions were raised at the June 11th Austin 
Planning Commission meeting as to whether the petitioners could build a detached garage or 
shift the addition to the west.  Discussion on these alternatives revealed a restriction of space 
for pulling vehicles into the garage and back out. The Planning Commission recommended 
approval by a 6-0 vote.   
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
approving the variance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adjourning the Board of Appeals and Adjustments back to the Common Council.  Carried. 
 
A report from the vacation commissioners relating to the vacation of a street right-of-way 
requested by Sterling State Bank was presented to Council.  The report will lay over to the 
July 1st council meeting.  No action is required at this meeting. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution setting a hearing for July 1, 2002 on a proposed street improvement assessment 
for the disputed property adjourned to a later hearing – Project 3-A-02.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has made a loan agreement of up to $57,800 with C.R.C. for soils 
correction.  This loan will be paid by tax increments.  The C.R.C. has now received its bill 
for $51,150, and the City will send a check to the C.R.C., but since no income has been 
generated yet, the State Auditor requires that the City pass a resolution documenting the 
existence of the loan between the TIF Construction Fund and Fund 49 Capital Improvement 
Revolving.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting 
a resolution setting a public hearing for July 1 for final plat approval for Keenan Acres.  7-0.   
 
The Festival Office has submitted requests in connection with Freedom Fest in the Heartland 
on July 4, 5, 6 and 7.  This was approved by all department heads. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving requests 
as submitted by the Festival Office.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has received a study proposal from Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc. to 
outline the potential impacts on the five railroad crossings within the city.  This study is in 
connection with the potential sale of the I&M to the DM&E, and the DM&E’s coal trains 
expected to run through Austin.  The estimated fee for this study is $6,645.  Hormel is 
committing $1000 for one crossing which is the designated truck route for Hormel. In 
addition, Mower County will be considering funding all or a portion of the costs at the 
Weyerhaeuser crossing. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the proposal from SEH.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
resolving the Common Council into the Sign Board of Appeals.  Carried. 
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At the June 11th meeting, the Austin Planning Commission reviewed a sign appeal request 
from Thares Management to erect a freestanding ground sign adjacent to the entrance of the 
Primrose development at the intersection of 16th Street SW and 22nd Avenue SW.  The sign 
face area would exceed the allowable 30 square feet in this area.  The proposed sign would 
be 43.2 square feet.  Concerns of traffic obstruction were expressed at the planning 
commission meeting.  The Planning Commission approved the appeal by a vote of 5-1 with 
the condition that the freestanding sign be set back 25 feet from the property line.  The one 
dissenting vote was cast by Commissioner Bergstrom who had concerns on traffic 
obstruction.  Twenty-second Avenue is currently a dead-end street but could eventually 
connect to 12th Street.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said that with the 
extension of the street and further development, the Council would need to address these 
issues relating to traffic.  Mr. Hoium said the sign placement is actually 40 feet from the 
street because of the added 15 feet of boulevard.  He believes this would be adequate to 
remedy potential obstruction.  The sign is 7’-4” – 8 inches lower than allowed.  Dick Pacholl 
suggested that the sign could be at an angle.  Mr. Hoium said the only condition that the 
Planning Commission requested was the 25-foot setback.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the sign appeal with the 25-foot setback.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adjourning the Sign Board of Appeals back into the Common Council.  Carried. 
 
The City Council has approved Phase I and Phase II developments at the Cook Farm site.  In 
order to continue with Phase II, a storm water management plan for the entire 152 acres must 
be developed.  The City has received a proposal from Bolton & Menk Inc. for professional 
engineering services for the preparation of the stormwater plan at a cost not to exceed $9,900.  
With new state laws requiring permits for development construction over five acres, the City 
will need to acquire a  storm water permit through the MPCA.  Council Member-at-Large 
Chaffee asked City Engineer Jon Erichson if the City could terminate the project at any time.  
Mr. Erichson said yes, the study is just to identify components of the plan. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving a proposal for the Storm Water Plan for the Cook Farm Site.  
7-0.  Carried. 
 
The Austin Area Commission for the Arts has requested an easement to allow for installation  
of an air-conditioning condenser unit on the west exterior wall of the Paramount Theatre.  
The proposed easement would allow for the encroachment of this unit over city-owned 
property.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium has discussed with the 
mechanical contractor the possibility of a roof unit or a unit installed on the east side of the 
building.  The latter would create difficulties in running the refrigerator lines, and a roof unit 
would create problems with ice damming.  Mr. Hoium stated that if approved, the easement 
would stay with the property as long as the property exists.  The City could run into problems 
in the event of selling the property or if structural changes were made.  The Park and Rec 
Board has approved this easement.  Council Member Nordin noted that the idea for this unit 
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was for cooling the lobby while the rest of the theatre could remain closed, thereby saving 
energy.  Mayor Rietz asked if the rooftop unit would be more expensive.  Mr. Hoium said 
there may be additional costs.  Council Member Lang said he realized there are concerns 
with the easement, but it is probably the best solution and would also be good for the growth 
of the Paramount Theatre and the impending move of the Park and Rec offices.  Council 
Member Jorgenson asked what would happen in the event the Paramount Theatre would 
purchase the Park and Rec offices in the future.  In that event, City Attorney David 
Hoversten said that the two titles would merge and the easement would be terminated 
because there would be no benefit.  Mr. Hoversten said the situation would be different if this 
easement was over an empty lot, but this creates a problem.  He advised that the easement 
agreement should include language to the effect that if the Park and Rec offices are moved, 
the City can terminate the easement after giving six months notice.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, 
adopting a resolution approving an easement agreement with the Austin Area Commission 
for the Arts, Inc. for the Paramount Theatre air conditioning unit with the condition that the 
easement is amended allowing the city to terminate the easement upon giving 120 days 
written notice.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member  Lang, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of inoperable vehicle 
and junk at 909 – 13th Avenue SE, Kaufman property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting 
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of inoperable 
vehicles and junk at 1107 – 14th Avenue NE, Frank Travino property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting 
the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of inoperable 
vehicles and junk at 703 – 10th Avenue SE, Sheryl Miles property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
inoperable vehicles and junk at 105 – 12th Street NE, Jeannette Ellis property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
at 607 – 6th Street NW, David Milton property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
at 1201 – 9th Avenue SW, Constantino and Sylvia Perez property.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson requested that the next item be tabled for further work. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
table Item No. 24:  a resolution approving a Cook Farm proposal from SEH.  Carried. 
 
VoiceStream Wireless, a digital telecommunications company, has submitted a proposal to 
lease an area for a monopole at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
said this would not impact the operations at the treatment plant.  The lease would be for five 
years, with 5-year options at the rate of $500 per month.  The City would also receive 15% of 
collocation revenue.  The proposed monopole tower is 147 feet.  (This is in relation to the 
water tower, which is 175 feet).  Mr. Erichson said the going rate for leasing existing 
structures is usually $800 – $900.  In this case, VoiceStream must build their own structure, 
and $500 is the going rate.  Mr. Erichson said the City will have to work around this, but the 
area is not used, plus the arrangement will generate money – around $.25M over 25 years.  
Council Member Goodnature questioned the wording of the lease and the City’s ability to 
control what companies can collocate.  Mr. Goodnature is concerned that VoiceStream, a 
very large company, would block out small companies.  Mr. Erichson the matter could be 
tabled; representatives from VoiceStream would be very willing to attend the next meeting.  
Council Member Christopherson asked whether the area must be rezoned and neighbors 
notified.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said a tower ordinance is in effect, 
and property owners must meet minimum distances from property lines   VoiceStream/the 
City of Austin may have to apply for a conditional use permit, possibly requiring a public 
hearing. 
 
Moved by Council Member Goodnature, seconded by Nordin, to table this matter.  Carried. 
 
Two years ago, the Wescott Field baseball diamonds were moved to Riverland through an 
interest-free, short-term loan $100,000 loan from the City of Austin to the school district.  At 
this time, the City is requesting the money back, and a resolution must be passed.  Council 
Member-at-Large Chaffee said it should be noted that at the time of the loan, the City had a 
lot of other commitments, including the ice arena.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by  Jorgenson, adopting the aforesaid 
resolution. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the temporary gambling application for the Austin Jaycees at the Mower County 
Fairgrounds, August 6-10.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
DCA:  Next week the DCA will be meeting with an outstate company interested in a property 
at the north end of the Cook Farm.  George Brophy asked that Council think of what type of 
use they would like to see at the Cook Farm site.   
 
Loans to local companies are now at $1.2M.  Mr. Brophy said $100,000 is currently 
available; $150,000 will be available at month-end. 
 
An Ordinance Committee meeting was set for July 1 at 4:15.    
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A Finance/Personnel Committee meeting was set for July 1 at 3:30. 
 
The Bike Committee is meeting Tuesday, June 18 at 4:30. 
 
The Park and Rec Board is meeting on July 3 at 5:15. 
 
The Port Authority will have a special meeting on Tuesday, June 18 at 4:30. 
 
The Port Authority quarterly meeting will be Wednesday, June 26 at 4:30. 
 
The Public Works Committee will meet on June 20 at 4:30. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson questioned the progress of condemnation at 1708 – 4th Avenue 
NW.  Mr. Hoium said RFPs were sent out for demolition.  The demolition company 
recommended asbestos analysis.  Mr. Hoium said that as soon as asbestos abatement is 
accomplished, the excavators can proceed, hopefully by the 4th of July.   
 
Council Member Jorgenson announced that the bike trail brochure is finished.   
 
Police Chief Paul Philipp questioned the installation of the new sirens.  City Engineer said 
the Southgate School siren will be the first one installed.  Hopefully all sirens will be 
installed by July 4th.   
 
Mayor Rietz announced that the date for the city picnic has changed to Tuesday, July 30.  
The picnic will be held at Veterans Park. 
 
The CGMC meeting will be held in Worthington on July 31 – August 2.   
 
The kiosks are now in place.  The colors of the kiosks tie into the Paramount Theatre.   
 
The Annual LMC meeting is in Rochester on June 18 – 21. 
 
Mayor Rietz also noted the farewell gathering for Jeanne Sheehan and Chuck Keller of the 
CVB will be Wednesday, June 19. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to July 1, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   7:14 pm   
 
Approved:   July 1, 2002   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:      
 


