
 

 

 
M I N U T E S 

COMMON COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
July 1, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

Council Chambers 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz; Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Poppe, Nordin and Lang. 
  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Council Member Christopherson.    
      
OTHERS PRESENT:           Media.  Public.   
 
 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
council minutes of June 17, 2002.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Concrete:  Rick Bliss and John Zaharris, 24273 – 546th Avenue. 
 Food:  Tienda Mexico #2, 1000 – 4th Avenue NE 
 Temporary beer:  Austin Jaycees at the fairgrounds, July 4-5, Aug 6-11 and Aug 24-25 
 Cigarette:  Mi Tierra, 400 N. Main Street 
 Master plumber:  Faribault Plumbing & Heating, 513 Central Ave., Faribault 
 Solicitor:  Daniel DeShazo, 2641 12th Ave. NW, Rochester 
Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Mary Medinnus, 200 – 1st Avenue NE, #407A.  This claim has been referred to the 

city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
The City of Austin received one objection at the public hearings for the 2002 paving 
improvement projects.  The objection received was on the 5th Avenue NE project, 3-A-02.  
City Engineer Jon Erichson met with the objecting party, and the property owner has since 
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withdrawn the objection.  A public hearing for approving the resolution on this one parcel 
must be passed by Council.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution for assessment.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for final plat approval for a plat to be known as Keenan Acres.  
The petitioner is proposing to plat the approximate 6.72 acres for the development of 19 
single-family lots.  The proposed subdivision includes the extensions of 21st and 22nd Streets 
SW, a storm water retention pond and eleven conditions which must be met in the 
developers agreement.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said two of these 
conditions have not been completed:  5) Obtaining any necessary sanitary sewer extension 
permits from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and 6) Park dedication requirements 
to be stipulated by the City Council and Director of Park and Recreation ($760 fee to the 
City).  Mr. Hoium has reviewed these two conditions with the developer, and he is confident 
these conditions will be met. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the final plat to be known as Keenan Acres.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The Austin Fire Department Operations Plan for 2002 – 2004 was adopted by the Fire 
Committee in April, 2002.  The Operations Plan is now before Council for their approval.  
Chief Dan Wilson stated that the Operations Plan includes resolutions to some of the critical 
issues which required obtaining the services of Harry Brull of Personnel Decisions and 
Barbara Ray.  Fire Commander Ted Gilbertson stated that the Plan calls for 10 full-time and 
24 part-time positions.  The target is for two full-time firefighters to be on duty during the 
day, with the acknowledgement that on occasion, there may be only one full-time firefighter 
on duty.  Fire Chief Dan Wilson said the Plan is one that prepared for personnel turnover 
with the training of part-time firefighters.  Additional training on activities including fire 
inspection, pre-fire planning and public education is being provided.  Fire Commander Don 
Lenz stated that fire inspection and pre-fire planning had been on an as-needed basis or 
completed on a random basis.  A computer program for scheduling re-inspections has been 
set up. Re-inspections in public buildings and apartment buildings, etc. will be put on a less 
frequent, two-year schedule, and this will be reviewed for a possible 18-month inspection.  
Fire hydrant maintenance frequency is being reviewed.  In the last five years, the department 
inspected all 1200 hydrants.   The hydrants are in good repair so for now one-fourth of the 
city’s hydrants will be inspected each year.  Fire Chief Dan Wilson said the report was made 
with the idea that this is what the council is looking for, and it can be revised.  Fire 
departments are now being very pro-active, and this is the intent of the Austin Fire 
Department.  Council Member Poppe said she had heard an even more detailed report at the 
Fire Department Committee, adding that Jim Mattice was in attendance as well.  She said 
this report is extremely thorough and shows knowledge and leadership of Ted, Jim, Don and 
Dan.  Council Member Poppe said this has been a process, and Council can “rest assured” 
that this is now done.  Council Member Poppe said this will be a document that especially 
the fire department will be paying attention to.   
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Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving the Austin Fire Department Operations Plan, 2002 – 2004.  6-0.  
Carried. 
 
Council Member Goodnature, who said he was asking this question on behalf of Council 
Member Christopherson who was absent, questioned the City Charter’s requirement of 20 
part-time firefighters.  Fire Chief Dan Wilson said the City had hired Harry Brull, who had 
one session with the fire department and Barbara Ray, who had several sessions with the 
department.  The strategic plan was discussed, and it was decided that there were “too many 
players.”  He said the fire department wanted to include critical issues of the department, 
and one issue included the number of people in the department.  The report, he said, stresses 
nonemergency time for productivity.  City Attorney David Hoversten said the number of the 
part-time on-call firefighters was created by ordinance.  He said the initial number was to be 
20.  The intent was that the Fire Civil Service determine the number.  Mr. Hoversten said he 
believes the Charter itself states that the Council will maintain the number of full-time 
firefighters. 
 
Council Member Poppe said she believes this report should serve as a model for other 
communities. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving street 
closings on Thursday, July 18 for Downtown Crazy Days.  Carried. 
 
With the recent remodel and expansion of Sterling State Bank, the company has requested 
vacation of the public right-of-way.  Pillars and an overhang will encroaching the public 
right-of-way.  City Engineer Jon Erichson stated that the vacation would not impede traffic 
in any way.  The amount of the benefit is $1510.75.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution confirming the report of the vacation commissioners.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the payment for the vacation commissioners. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson requested the next item be tabled again for further work. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, tabling the 
approval for the Cook Farm site proposal from SEH to the July 15th council meeting.  
Carried. 
 
VoiceStream Wireless has requested a lease agreement to install a monopole on city-owned 
property at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  This item was discussed and tabled at the June 
17th council meeting.  The lease agreement has now been revised to provide for more 
generic language on eligibility for subleasing on the structure.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
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said the city would receive 15% for collocation.  Chris Traiser, Site Acquisition Coordinator 
for VoiceStream, stated that various areas of the city were reviewed for locating the tower, 
and this site proved to be the best for the company.  The lease agreement would provide 
$500 per month to the city.  Council Member Goodnature asked if VoiceStream would 
allow subleasing to cellular phone companies, Internet wireless companies, emergency 
services, and small businesses.  Mr. Traiser affirmed that they would. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting 
a resolution approving the Lease Agreement with VoiceStream with conditional that the 
City Planning Commission approve a conditional use permit.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving senior deferrals for street improvement assessments.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, setting a public 
hearing for July 15th with the Board of Adjustments and Appeals for a 3-foot variance from 
city code governing the minimum sideyard setback of 5 feet in an R-1 Single Family 
Residence District, requested by Randy Hegland and Kim Geffert, 1209 – 18th Street NE.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, setting a 
public hearing for July 15th with the Board of Adjustments and Appeals for a 3-foot variance 
from city code governing the minimum sideyard setback of 5 feet in a R-1 Single Family 
Residence District, requested by Ruth A. Schmidt, 1409 – 22nd Avenue SW.  Carried. 
 
The County will be installing streetlights on 18th Avenue NW similar to those installed by 
the city as part of its proposed upgrade of 18th Avenue NW.   In order to receive federal 
funding for these lights, the City of Austin needs to pass a resolution adopting this style light 
fixture as its standard decorative streetlight.  This would be no cost to the city.  City 
Engineer Jon Erichson said the city has been eligible also for federal funding for these 
lights.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving the city light standard.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The small communities of Mower County have been notified of the availability of the city’s 
emergency warning sirens, which are currently being replaced.  The cities of Waltham, 
Adams, and Rose Creek have responded that they would like to receive one siren each.  The 
City of LeRoy would like three.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said these sirens have no trade-
in value, and five of the six sirens are still working.  The cities would need to pay for the 
transportation of these sirens and their wiring installation.   
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Goodnature, approving 
the donation of the old emergency warning sirens to be distributed by the City Engineer at 
his discretion.  Carried. 
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Triple JJJ Disposal has made a request to the city to allow for bypassing the Transfer 
Station.  This is the new garbage hauler which will be starting business today.  The City of 
Austin has allowed this in the past.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said the original intent of 
the ordinance was due to the fact that the City sold revenue bonds to build the Transfer 
Station in the early 1980s, and the City needed to recoup its costs.  Since then the City has 
retired the bonds and the Transfer Station runs debt-free.  Mr. Erichson said other 
communities operate this way (allowing the bypass of a transfer station), and flow control is 
not necessarily legal.  The legality is more dependent on how it is applied.  Mr. Erichson 
said the last waiver was given to Star City Sanitation, and they never used it, adding that the 
city’s rates are competitive.  Mr. Erichson said this waiver could be reviewed every twelve 
months, possibly with the license reapplication.  Council Member-at-Large Chaffee asked 
how long is the lease for the Transfer Station (with Waste Management who operates it).  
Mr. Erichson said the lease was just extended through April 1, 2004.   
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
waiver with review at the time of license renewal.  Carried. 
 
Construction is proceeding on the new arena.  Currently the walls are going up.  City 
Engineer Jon Erichson has requested suggestions for an appropriate name for the arena.  
Suggestions include:  Riverbank Arena, Riverside North, Eastside Arena, Packer Arena, and 
Mill Pond Arena.  Responses have seemed to favor Packer Arena, which, he believes, is 
appropriate considering Austin’s heritage with Hormel and because of the Packers being the 
high school’s sports name.  Council Member Lang said since the arena is located in 
probably the oldest part of town, it would be appropriate to name it Eastside Arena.  Council 
Member Jorgenson favored Mill Pond as it sets the location, similar to Riverside Arena.  
Mr. Erichson also noted that the name ‘Packer Arena’ would be appropriate considering a 
major donor is the Hormel Foods Corp.  Also, ‘Riverbank’ and ‘Riverside North’ could be 
confused with the present Riverside Arena. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving the name 
‘Packer Arena’ for the new ice arena.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of inoperable 
vehicles at 401 – 3rd Avenue SW, Debra Geike property.  Carried.  
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk at 1104 – 
11th Avenue SW, Bradley Beeman property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Lang, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of vehicles and junk 
at 707 – 11th Avenue SW, Marsha Getchell property.  Carried. 
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REPORTS: 
 
The Veterans Pavilion is now finished.  The Park and Rec Department will now work 
towards building a gazebo and new play equipment for Orchard Creek Park.  Several 
boulevard trees are having to be removed because their roots are uplifting the sidewalk.  
Smaller trees will be planted on the boulevards in the future.  The Park and Rec Board will 
meet July 3rd and discuss the fencing for the baseball complex. 
 
The Port Authority met on June 26th and voted on their officers for the upcoming year.  Jerry 
Mohrfeld will serve as secretary, Jerry McCarthy will serve as treasurer, and Dick Chaffee 
will serve as president again. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Chaffee announced that he is running for the at-large council 
position.  He has served six years on Council, four of those as council member-at-large. 
 
A Finance Committee was set for July 15 at 3:30. 
 
Council Member Poppe, who will not be running in the second ward again, encouraged 
citizens to run for her position.   
 
As a precautionary note before running for office, Council Member Jorgenson reminded 
everyone that boundaries for all of the wards have changed. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium reported that the schedule for asbestos 
removal at 1708 – 4th Avenue NW is set for the end of next week.  Removal of the home 
will be during the week of July 15th. 
 
Library Director Chris McArdle Rojo noted that the library is having a float in the 4th of July 
parade. 
 
Council Member Nordin announced her candidacy for the 3rd ward council position. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson announced her candidacy for the 1st ward council position. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to adjourn the 
meeting to Monday, July 15, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   6:45 p.m.   
 
Approved:    July 15, 2002   
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       


