
 

 

M I N U T E S 
COMMON COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, JULY 15, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Lang, and Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.   
 
 
Added to the agenda:  Consent agenda items:  
 Temporary 3.2 beer:  Grand Meadow Jaycees at the Mower County 

Fairgrounds, August 6-11, 2002 
Also added to the agenda:  1) a resolution allowing the police department to make a job 

offer to a police officer candidate conditional upon successful completion 
of testing, 2) a resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal 
application for the Austin Area Commission for the Arts at the Bakery II 
Lounge, 3) a resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal 
application for the Austin Area Commission for the Arts at Bobee Jo’s, 
and 4) a resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal 
application for the Austin Area Commission for the Arts at Torge’s Green 
Mill. 

 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Poppe, approving the 
minutes of July 1, 2002.  Carried. 
 
Denyse Hompe, winner of the 2002 Freedom Fest in the Heartland Art Award, presented 
her painting of the library, and Mayor Rietz presented Ms. Hompe with a $500 check.  
Ms. Hompe won the award in 1992 for her painting of St. Augustine’s.  She is a past 
member of the library board. 
 
Mayor Rietz introduced the newest police officer, Amy Morgan.  Officer Morgan was 
sworn in on July 8th as the city’s first female police officer. 
 
Jack Lorimor, 3710 – 1st Avenue SW, spoke to Council regarding a woman at Oakland 
Park trailer park who has had 10 to 15 cats in her possession.  Mr. Lorimor has talked to 
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the park manager and the situation has been rectified at the moment.  Mr. Lorimor said 
this woman had several cats last fall, was told to get rid of them by the weekend, but then 
more cats have shown up. 
 
Linnea Burtch, 716 – 37th Street SW, spoke to Council regarding some residents at 
Oakland Park trailer park who are feeding stray cats which encourages the stray cats to 
hang around and other animals to come into the park.  Mayor Rietz advised Ms. Burtch to 
hold a meeting of the park residents and to talk with the park management. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, approving the 
consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Solicitor:  Nicholas Shuford, 2451 Atrium Way, Nashville, TN 
 Temporary 3.2 beer:  Grant Meadow Jaycees at the Mower County Fairgrounds, 

August 6-11, 2002 
    
Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 
b. Finance Report and Investments 
c. Mary Medinnus, 200 – 1st Avenue NE, #407A.  This claim has been referred 

to the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
d. Gloria Weis, 801 – 1st Drive NW.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
e. James Alan Jorgensen.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to 

protect the city’s interest. 
f. Vivian Monnahan, 408 East First St., Everly, IA.  This claim has been referred 

to the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
Scott Felten, a member and representative of the Mower County Fair Board requested the 
City of Austin to once again exchange services.  The Fair Board needs assistance with the 
upcoming fair as in past years.  In return, the city would be allowed to use the fairgrounds 
for fall leaf collection and Galloway Pit for snow dumping during the winter.  Mr. Felten 
also offered storage for the Spamtown Belle.  City Engineer Jon Erichson, Fire Chief Dan 
Wilson and Police Chief Paul Philipp agreed to this exchange. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the Mower County fair requests in exchange for city services.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held relating to the vacation of a right-of-way in Block 1, Austin 
Commercial Center.  Ankeny’s #5 on 14th Street NW is requesting the vacation of city 
easements to build directly east of the store.  The resolution to be passed is to appoint the 
vacation commissioners. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang , seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution appointing vacation commissioners.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
resolving the Common Council into the Board of Adjustments and Appeals.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 3-foot variance from city code governing the minimum 
sideyard setback of 5 feet in an R-1 Single Family Residence District, requested by 
Randy Hegland and Kim Geffert, 1209 – 18th Street NE.  The requested variance is for a 
4’ x 24’ addition onto an attached garage.  This addition would encroach into the 
minimum 5-foot sideyard setback area.  The Planning Commission recommended 
approval of this variance by a vote of 6-0.  A neighbor, Mike Pratt, stated he had “no 
problem” with the variance. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
variance.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 3-foot variance from city code governing the minimum 
sideyard setback of 5 feet in an R-1 Single Family Residence District, requested by Ruth 
A. Schmidt, 1409 – 22nd Avenue SW.  The requested variance is for a 52’ x 24’ garage 
addition, breezeway and storm shelter.  This addition would encroach into the setback by 
3 feet.  The Planning Commission recommended approval of this variance by a vote of 6-
0.  No neighboring residents spoke at the Planning Commission.  No comments at this 
hearing were received.   
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the variance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adjourning the Board of Adjustments and Appeals back into the Common Council.  
Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has been working on a plan for the infrastructure for the Cook Farm 
site since 1997.  At that time, RCM gave a proposal to the city, but the Council decided 
not to go forward.  Since then, RCM has been acquired by SEH.  The City asked SEH for 
updated plans and specifications for the infrastructure, and the Engineering Department is 
recommending approval.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said the timeframe for Phase I is 
for bids to be let soon and for the project to be completed by the end of this year or very 
early 2003. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded Council Member 
Jorgenson,adopting a resolution approving the proposal from SEH.   7-0.  Carried. 
 
Midwest Coke recently purchased Austin Coca-Cola Bottling and will honor all contracts 
in place now.  Midwest Coke will provide two new scoreboards and a message center for 
Riverside Arena and a scoreboard and a message center for Packer Arena.  This $50,000 
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will be paid to the city over five years.  Parks and Rec Director Denny Maschka 
recommended approving this contract. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Lang, adopting a 
resolution approving a contract with Austin Coca-Cola Bottling Company.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A deferment of special assessment was requested for a project done this year.  The 
resident meets the required minimum age and income guidelines.  This assessment will 
be deferred with interest. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
adopting a resolution approving deferment of special assessment for Grant E. and 
Lorraine J. Gullickson.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The City received a request of a correction to a plat, Murphy Creek Addition.  There were 
minor errors discovered.  This will not change the plat configuration or the number of 
lots.  The Engineering Department recommends approval. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting a resolution approving a correction to plat for the Murphy Creek Addition.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
The airport runway extension project is in Phase III.  The grant funds from the federal 
government for this phase will be transferred to the State, and then from the State to 
Austin.  For Minnesota to receive the funds, the City must pass a resolution allowing 
MnDot to accept the grant funds for the City of Austin.  Phase III grant will cover 90% of 
the runway extension costs.  Bidding will take place in late 2002 for relocating County 
Road 3.  Approval from the County is required for this also. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution designating the Minnesota Department of Transportation to act as 
agent for the City of Austin to accept airport grants for road relocation.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The Police Department is requesting that the City Council allow the Police Department to 
make a job officer to a police officer candidate.  This is not a new position; the Council 
had approved two rehirings earlier this summer, but the one candidate did not 
successfully complete testing.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Lang, 
allowing the police department to make a job offer to a police officer candidate 
conditional upon successful completion of testing.  Carried. 
 
The charitable gambling organizations are required to file monthly reports of their net 
proceeds and contributions to the community.  The Austin Area Commission for the Arts 
is requesting renewal at three locations, and this organization has fulfilled all 
requirements. 
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Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal application for the Austin 
Area Commission for the Arts at the Bakery II Lounge.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Poppe, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal application for the Austin 
Area Commission for the Arts at Bobee Jo’s.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution approving the gambling premises permit renewal application for the Austin 
Area Commission for the Arts at Torge’s Green Mill.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The MS Tram will be riding through Austin with approximately 1500 bicyclists and 2000 
spectators.  The Austin Daily Herald will be printing a map and is requesting the City of 
Austin to buy a block ad for this map.  A portion of the proceeds will go toward 
supporting this event. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the $100 advertisement. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
A Finance Committee meeting was set for August 5 at 3:30. 
 
An Ordinance Committee meeting was set for August 5 at 4:15.  Council Member Lang 
said the Ordinance Committee will be “fine-tuning” an ordinance on the zoning of adult-
use businesses and an ordinance on adult-use business regulations.  Council Member 
Lang invited the whole council to be present, plus the public and media.   
 
Council Member Jorgenson announced that on Wednesday, July 17 at 5:00 on Channel 6 
of the ABC affiliate and on Channel 13 of cable, a half-hour program on 
methamphetamine will be shown. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson also announced an informational meeting on the 
Neighborhood Watch Program will be held in Council Chambers on July 23 at 6:30.  
Officer Steve Wald, Police Chief Paul Philipp and Council Member Jorgenson will be 
present. 
 
The regularly scheduled monthly Public Works Committee meeting will be held on 
Thursday, July 18 at 4:30. 
 
Council Member Christopherson inquired on the status of The Pointe land transfer.  City 
Engineer Jon Erichson said this has been finalized and Council should have received 
copies. 
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Council Member Nordin announced a 3-day art class for children will be held at the 
Austin Area Art Center at the mall.   
 
Council Member Nordin also encouraged artists to join the Austin Area Commission for 
the Arts.  Meetings are at 7:00 on Tuesdays at the Paramount. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to 
remove The Pointe land transfer from Matters In Hand.  Carried. 
 
A Fire Committee meeting was set for Monday, July 22 at 4:00.  Council Member Poppe 
invited full council to attend. 
 
Council Member Nordin also noted that Mike Ruzek is holding a meeting to organize a 
community foundation.  The meeting will be held at Ruby Rupner Auditorium at 7:00 pm 
on July 16. 
 
A special HRA Board meeting has been scheduled for July 17 to discuss a replacement 
for Kermit Mahan. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said he has talked with post office representatives about the 
mailbox issue.  The post office has identified certain areas of town where is would be 
more efficient for them to have drive-up delivery.  Mr. Erichson said he has concerns 
with this, and this will be discussed at Thursday’s Public Works Committee meeting.  He 
added that the post office can only request this of residents; it is not mandatory. 
 
City Finance Director Tom Dankert said full Council will be asked to attend a budget 
workshop sometime during the second week of August. 
 
City Administrator Pat McGarvey said on August 5th, a proposal will go to the Finance 
Committee and then on to Council on improvements to a downtown building.  The City 
would lease the building and make improvements to the outside; the lessee would be 
responsible for making improvements on the inside. 
 
The Mower County Fair will be featuring the county’s cities on Sunday, August 11 at 
1:00.  Mayor Rietz is asking Council to attend and will inform them later on each 
person’s part of the presentation. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to August 5, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   6:25 pm   
 
Approved:   August 5, 2002   
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:      
 


