
 

 

M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2002 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, Council 
Members Goodnature, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Poppe, 
Lang, and Nordin.  

   
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: Media.  Public.  Dick Pacholl.   
 
Deleted from the agenda:  
 Removal of a recreational vehicle at 510 – 8th Avenue SW, Doug Neilson 

property; Removal of a recreational vehicle at 1917 – 4th Avenue NE, Earl 
Gwin property, and Removal of junk at 1402 10th Avenue NW, Richard and 
Margo Roberts. 

 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adopting the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin 
approving the minutes of October 21, 2002 and November 4, 2002. Carried. 
 
Riverland Community College Interim President Dr. Jim Davis gave a brief update on the 
College. 
 
Amy Baskin, director of United Way, gave a report on the United Way campaign.  The 
organization has reached 85% of its goal to date, with a goal of reaching 100% by 
December 3.  April Grabau, employee at the library, won ‘Mayor for a Day’, and Officer 
Steve Wald won a day off work.  The Mayor will take his place for one day. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
the consent agenda: 
Licenses: 
 Sign:  Busch Signs & Designs, 310 Locust Dr., Verona, WI 
 Sign:  M&M Signs, 160  Mohr Drive, Mankato, MN 
Claims:  

a. Financial and investment reports  
b. Pre-list of bills. 
c. Cecile Bolton, 200 1st Avenue NE, Apt. 721 B.  This claim has been referred to 

the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
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d. Stephen Echert, 713 4th Avenue NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 
attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

e. Emily Coleman, 312 4th Street, Lyle.  This claim has been referred to the city 
attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

f. Robert Lau, 1104 Oakland Avenue West.  This claim has been referred to the city 
attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

g. Mower County Sheriff’s Dept.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to 
protect the city’s interest. 

Carried. 
 
The following candidates and tallies were certified by council members at a special 
meeting on Thursday, November 7.   
 
 # OF VOTES 
MAYOR Gary Hanson 3,711  
 Bonnie Besse Rietz 5,166 
 Write-Ins 40 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER-AT-LARGE Richard “Dick” Chaffee 4,091 
 Wayne Goodnature 4,640 
 Write-Ins 25 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER FIRST WARD Vaugn (Spud) Bothun 987 
 Mickey Jorgenson 1,965  
 Write-Ins 3 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER SECOND WARD Jeff Kritzer 1,410 
 Richard Pacholl 1,566 
 Write-Ins 3 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER THIRD WARD Gloria M. Nordin 2,367 
 Write-Ins 10  
 
UTILITY BOARD MEMBER Ron Felten 5,729 
 Frank Lorenzen 3,404 
 Vincent M. Lynch 2,717  
 Write-Ins 38 
 
The following is the list of candidates voted into office on November 5, 2002. 

 
Mayor Bonnie Besse Rietz 
Council Member-At-Large Wayne Goodnature 
Council Member First Ward Mickey Jorgenson 
Council Member Second Ward Richard Pacholl 
Council Member Third Ward Gloria M. Nordin 
Utility Board Member Ron Felten 
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Utility Board Member     Frank Lorenzen 
 

Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution accepting results of the city election on November 5, 2002.  7-0.  
Carried. 

 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Poppe, adopting a 
resolution granting off-sale liquor licenses, club on-sale licenses and wine on-sale 
licenses.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented an agreement for architectural engineering for the 
Central Garage.  The Public Works Committee interviewed four architectural firms.  
Bonestroo, Rosene, Anderlik and Associates was chosen.  Compensation for services is 
in two phases as follows: 
 
Phase I:  This will be a study to determine the needs and potential joint use with other 
local public agencies.  The total cost of this will be $30,000 with $21,000 credited back 
to the design service portion of the contract if the City proceeds to a design set of 
documents. 
 
Phase II:  This is a design fee percentage of the entire contract.  The design fee ranges 
from 6.17% to 6.44%.  A design fee under 7% is considered a good value.   
 
Designing of the Central Garage could take six months with construction to begin in 
2003. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving the contract.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson presented a feasibility report for an East Side offstreet 
parking lot.  The parking lot was budgeted for the year 2002 and is again in the 2003 
budget.  The total project is estimated to cost $99,030. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the feasibility study.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving parking restrictions.  No parking will be allowed on the south side of 5th Place 
SE, between 9th Street and 10th Street SE.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
restricting parking.  Parking is currently restricted by signage on 8th Avenue from 19th 
Street east.  Parking will now be restricted on both sides of 8th Avenue and 150 feet 
further east than is currently signed.  Carried. 
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Keystone Developers L.L.C., Charles Fawver, has petitioned for minor subdivision for 
realignment of boundaries to accommodate a twinhome development.  Property for this 
development is located at 1504, 1506 and 1508 17th Avenue SW.  Council Member 
Nordin questioned how large the lots are.  Community Development Director Craig 
Hoium said these lots far exceed the minimum lot size for this zoning area at .41 acre, .25 
acre and .33 acre.  Council Member Nordin noted her concern for overcrowding.  Mr. 
Hoium said these are two houses per lot, they are already built. Lot lines are generally 
determined after twinhomes are built because it is difficult to determine where the 
(shared) walls will be.  Mr. Hoium said these are referred to as “zero lot line structures”, 
which are used instead of setbacks. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christoherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
adopting a resolution approving the exemption to subdivision.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk at 802 7th 
Place NE.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of an inoperable 
vehicle and junk at 710 6th Avenue SE, Kraig and Colleen Millner property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
vehicle and junk at 1604 East Oakland Avenue, Steve Burrell property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Lang, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of an inoperable 
vehicle and junk at 911 12th Avenue NE, Robert Hebl property.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz requested an update from Chief Paul Philipp on the problem with dogs at 
this property (911 12th Avenue NE).  Chief Philipp said he has sent out a CSO to speak 
with the victims.  No other report was taken.  Chief Philipp said he does not know what 
the CSO has done since this action.  He added that in order for a dog to be declared 
dangerous, there are certain steps to be taken and a number of restrictions that the owner 
must comply with in order to keep the dog. 
 
REPORTS: 
DCA:  George Brophy said the DCA Board of Directors held a short retreat.  He will be 
presenting the Council with a written and verbal summary of this retreat.  The Board 
would like to see flexible capital to be used in connection with the Port Authority and 
other entities and not used in (what they considered) unsuccessful projects such as the 
Spec Building.  Mr. Brophy would like the HRA, the Port Authority and staff members to 
meet in joint ventures to “lead instead of react.” 
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Council Member Lang said the Ordinance Committee has worked very hard on devising 
a “tough” ordinance for tobacco and alcohol sales compliance.  He said an ordinance has 
been drafted and will require a hearing.  He requested the matter be placed in Matters in 
Hand. 
 
CVB:  The CVB is sponsoring a quilting seminar and a scrapbooking seminar.  Tour 
buses are being taken to smaller communities around the area. 
 
January 22 is the tentative date for training liquor store owners in helping them deal with 
compliance issues. 
 
Council Member Lang requested that alcohol licensees receive notification of the date 
and times of this training.   
 
Council Member Poppe announced that Thursday, November 21 is No Smoking Day.   
 
A meeting regarding a community foundation is set for November 22.  Lorraine Matusek 
of the Blandin and Kellogg Foundations will be speaking.  This meeting follows the 
initiative of Mike Ruzek who is leading a study for a potential community-based 
foundation. 
 
The Public Works Committee will meet at 4:00, rather than 4:30, on Thursday, 
November 21. 
 
A Fire Committee Meeting was set for December 2 at 4:45. 
 
A Finance/Personnel Committee meeting was set for December 2 at 3:30. 
 
The Truth In Taxation Hearing will be December 3 at 5:30. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium said he would like to hold an informal 
historical preservation discussion in the near future.  Mr. Hoium would like the Planning 
Commission, City Council and local business owners and the local historical society to be 
in attendance.  The time will be set at a later date. 
 
City Administrator Pat McGarvey said the Mayor and he attended the Coalition of 
Greater Minnesota Cities conference in Alexandria.  The Coalition is considering 
collectively presenting a lawsuit against the MPCA on the new required permits.  The 
Coalition is of the opinion that the permits are based on political considerations, not 
scientific.  Mr. McGarvey said this has long term effects on the city of Austin if the 
MPCA should restrict sewage outflow.  That, he said, would effect our economic 
development.  Mayor Rietz said that if the cities won the lawsuit, the money would be 
refunded to each participating city.  Approximately $7000 would be Austin’s cost. 
 
Mayor Rietz announced the passing of a former council member, George Boyenga.  He 
served from 1973 to 1976 under Mayors Reding and Enright. 
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A community forum will be held Wednesday, November 20 at 5:30 for the community to 
give input on the next city administrator. 
 
Friday is the food weigh-in for the City-County challenge. 
 
December 5 is the date for Salvation Army bell-ringing challenge against the county 
commissioners. 
 
The City will receive applications for boards and commissions until December 2. 
City Council applications will be taken for the 1st and 3rd wards to fill vacancies in those 
wards.  These seats will be appointed by Council.  Applications must be turned in by 
December 20. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Chaffee, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
adjourning the meeting to December 2, 2002. 
 
Adjourned:   6:29 pm   
 
Approved:   November 4, 2002  
 
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:      
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