MINUTES
CiTYy CouNcCIL ADJOURNED MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2005
5:30P.M.
CounciL CHAMBERS

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Members McAlister, D. Pacholl, Hecimovich
and Nordin. Council Member-at-Large Christopherson.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members Jorgenson and S. Pacholl.

OTHERS PRESENT:  Austin Daily Herald. Austin Post Bulletin. KAAL-TV. Cheryl Corey
and Shawn Radford. Linda Howton and Teri Wermager.

One item was added to the agenda: A motion approving temporary street closing for the Austin
Home & Vacation Show. Item No. 7, approving a land trade with St. Mark’s Lutheran Home
will be discussed, but no action will be taken.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the
agenda as amended. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich,
approving the council minutes of February 7, 2005. Carried.

Cheryl Corey, director of the Convention and Visitors Bureau, gave a report to Council on the
CVB. She has been the director since December 15. The CVB employs two full-time people
and one part-time person. Their office is funded by the local 3% lodging tax, with monies from
an occasional grant. The September 15, 2004 flooded their offices and caused some trips to be
canceled, but in six weeks they were back in their office again.

Teri Wermager and Linda Howton spoke to Council on behalf of the Family Readiness Group.
This group is comprised of family and friends of the 434™ Battalion, currently stationed in Iraq.
The group is requesting that Council actively support these servicemen/women by promoting a
“Support Our Troops Day’. They would like the 11" day of each month designated as such and
are hoping to begin this recognition on March 11. They are also seeking other suggestions for
remembering the troops.

A motion was made by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to
observe “‘Support Our Troops Day’ . Carried.

Mayor Rietz will contact the Family Readiness Group to get specific ideas on how to
commemorate the day each month.



Minutes 02-22-05
Page 2

‘Support Our Troops’ shirts and other items may be bought at Sterling State Bank. The Family
Readiness Group meets the second Monday of each month at 6:30 pm at the National Guard
Armory.

Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving
the consent agenda as follows:

Licenses:
Cab driver: Daniel Sheimo, 54056 237" Street, Austin
Cab driver: Tony Kap, 305 27" Street SW #7, Austin
Cab driver: Scott Bickell, 900 14™ Street, #212, Austin
Cab driver: Sandra H. Baker, 902 15" Street SW, Austin
Cab driver: Richard Mildenstein, 1804 9™ Street NE, Austin
Cab driver: Cynthia Streiff, 1410 6™ Avenue NW, Austin
Commercial Hauler: Thompson Sanitation, PO 154, Clarks Grove, Minnesota

Claims:
a. Pre-list of Bills.
b. Vanessa Kilby, 1809 2™ Avenue SE. This claim has been referred to the city attorney to protect
the city’s interest.
c. Wilbur Sayles, 17877 — 560 Avenue, Austin, Minnesota. This claim has been referred to the city
attorney to protect the city’s interest.

Carried.

Community Development Director Craig Hoium presented an ordinance on the regulations for
the parking and storage of motor vehicles. Included in the ordinance are some new definitions.
The new definition of temporary storage will be seven months.

Council Member McAlister questioned how we could keep track of the seven-month
stipulation. But he said when problems do start to arise, they could look at changing the
ordinance then. Mr. Hoium said to clarify matters, he added ‘in a calendar year’ for the seven-
month temporary terminology.

Council Member McAlister questioned how the Zoning Department would prove whether or not
a vehicle was moved or not. He said there really is no way unless they start chalking the
vehicles.

Mayor Rietz questioned Mr. Hoium how he would deal with this problem.

Mr. Hoium said he would normally discuss the ordinance and the limitations with the property
owner and find out from them how long the vehicle had been parked or stored. If there were
discrepancies between the complainant and the owner, the vehicle would be watched from that
point. He added that usually other items enter into the picture which initiate the complaint, such
as flat tires and weeds.
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Council Member Christopherson said he agreed with Council Member McAlister. He likes
everything about the ordinance except for the time. It is a question of whether you allow the
vehicle on your property or not — as long as it is licensed. It seems like it is more confusing
with the timeframe.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, for the city
attorney to prepare the ordinance. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, for adoption
and publication of the ordinance. 4-1. Carried. Council Member Christopherson voted nay.

Council has previously reviewed a land trade with St. Mark’s Lutheran Home for the
construction of the new biosolids facility at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. More land will be
needed to construct the flood berms in accordance with the neighbors’ requests, but an equal
land trade is being proposed so the original footprint has been revised. Full council is needed to
approve this matter. Bids will be let in early April. Construction is scheduled to begin in May
and be completed by December 31. This will be put on a future council agenda.

The City of Austin has identified the Bandshell Community Park in the Capital Improvement
Plan, and part of this is the pedestrian bridge. The Engineering Department is proposing to
apply for a Transportation Enhancement Project Grant for this. This is the same type of grant
that the City applied for to connect the Todd Park and Wilde Park areas for 2007. The grant
would be in the year 2009, in the amount of $255,000. This application requires a resolution.

Council Member McAlister questioned where this bridge would be located. City Engineer Jon
Erichson said it would be between Main Street and the Roosevelt Bridge and would be built at
the flood protection level.

Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, adopting a
resolution approving the grant application for a pedestrian bridge over the Cedar River. 5-0.
Carried.

Following the flood of September 15, 2004, a group of technical people representing the Upper
Cedar River Watershed have been meeting to discuss previous floods and this recent flood, and
to address issues and challenges of surface water management in the Upper Cedar River
Watershed. This area covers approximately 254,000 acres. Mower County has funded a study
and that study is currently underway. A Turtle Creek study has been completed. But there is a
lack of a regional concept. The committee has determined to apply for a BWSR challenge grant
to prepare a Regional Surface Water Management Plan. The application is for $75,000. City
Engineer Jon Erichson noted that the city’s contribution of time would be all in-kind. The
Council is being requested to support this challenge grant and approve in-kind services and
$5000.

Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a
resolution approving a state grant application for a Regional Surface Water Management Plan
for the Upper Cedar River Watershed. 5-0. Carried.
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The City of Austin has a contract with Short Ellingson Hendrickson Inc. for design services at
the airport. A grant for the airport will cover 95% of these costs.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member McAlister, adopting a
resolution approving the airport consultant agreement. 5-0. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the
temporary street closing for the Austin Home & Vacation Show. Carried.

REPORTS:
The Annual DCA Board meeting will be at the Spam Museum on March 15 at 5:30.

The City has received the Annual Report from Riverland Community College.

Council Member Hecimovich is on the Family Connections Governing Board. This board deals
with several issues including truancy, health and early childhood. He noted that there are
federal and state budget cuts of about 71% for the board.

Gayle Heimer reported that Library Director Ann Hokanson is currently in Bogota adopting a
child. She has set up a website with pictures, and the family is doing well.

The dates for the council retreat are March 1 and 2, 5:30 to 8:00. Department heads are
scheduled to attend March 1. The Joint Elected Officials meeting date has been changed to
April 26.

Mayor Rietz noted that Council Member Scott Pacholl and his wife had a baby, and everyone is
well.

Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, adjourning the
meeting to March 7, 2005.

Adjourned: 6:29 pm
Approved: March 7, 2005
Mayor:

City Recorder:




