
 
 

M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2005 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Members Jorgenson, McAlister, Hecimovich 
and Nordin. Council Member-at-Large Christopherson.  

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Members Scott Pacholl and Dick Pacholl. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald.  Austin Post Bulletin. Paul Johnson.  Sandy Forstner 
and Jeanne Sheehan.  Judy and Doug Myers.  Don Brezicka and Rod Nordeng.  Matt Holten.  
Steven Lang. 
 
 
 
Added to the agenda:  A motion approving an appointment to the Police Civil Service.   
 
Moved by Council Member McAlister, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, to table to 
July 5th approval of the council minutes of June 6, 2005.  Carried. 
 
Dr. Doug Myers discussed the legacy project for the Sesquicentennial.  He had Council 
brainstorm for what would be a good gift, a legacy, which would commemorate 150 years and 
would also be a gift for the future.  Dr. Myers also announced that the public could submit ideas 
to Kelly Mithuen at 437-4561 or director.austin150@charter.net.  Austin 150, the 
Sesquicentennial committee will then select the idea for the legacy project and initiate the 
fundraising.  Ideas from the Mayor and Council are: 
Mayor Rietz:  a fountain in Mill Pond 
Council Member Jorgenson:  a scholarship 
Council Member Nordin:  something in the Mill Pond area, especially with its history and with 
the library 
Council Member Nordin:  something having to do with the Ladies Floral Club, which was 
established in 1869 and who also established the library 
Council Member Hecimovich:  a more inclusive veterans memorial 
Council Member Christopherson:  suggested St. Augustine’s be established on the National 
Register of Historic Places 
Council Member McAlister:  suggested a scholarship also 
Council Member McAlister:  also would like something to do with a solid history of Mower 
County and Austin   
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The Engineering Department was awarded an airport award by the Minnesota Council of 
Airports. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, approving 
the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Cab Driver:  Tammy Jurgenson, 1003 15th Avenue NE 
 Exempt Gambling (Bingo):  American Legion at Mower County Fair, August 8-14 
 Food/Mobile:  Piggy Blue’s Bar-B-Que – ice cream truck 
 Food:  China Restaurant, 101 4th Street SW 
 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Grand Meadow Lions @ Mower County Fair, August 9-14 
 Temporary Food:  Lansing Corners for July 3 & 4 
 Temporary Food:  Torge’s during Hambone Festival, July 2 
 Master Plumber:  Voit Plumbing & Heating, Box 88, Grand Meadow 

   
Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Finance Report and Investments 
 

A public hearing was held for a variance from the maximum 40% lot coverage, petitioned by 
Austin Medical Center.  The Austin Planning Commission reviewed and approved unanimously 
this request on June 14.  The request was made to accommodate the following 
• construction of a 2-story, 16,980 s.f. building 
• construction of 97 additional off-street parking stalls, netting 71 additional parking spots 
• construction of a 3-story, 27,060 s.f. building 
 
The ingress on 1st Drive will remain the same.  There will be minor changes to the ingress on 8th 
Avenue.  The Planning Commission approved this variance with some conditions.  Among the 
conditions was approval by Fire Chief Dan Wilson and Public Works Director Jon Erichson.   
The total property for the property is 485,901 s.f.  Buildings would cover 82,460 s.f. and 
parking would cover 252,576 s.f.  This is a total proposed lot coverage of 69%.  In an R-2, 
maximum lot coverage is 40%.   
 
Rod Nordeng, representative from Austin Medical Center, noted the number of doctors at the 
time of the last expansion was 47.  There are currently 70 doctors employed.  Patient numbers 
have gone up from 190,000 to 280,000 per month during the same time. 
 
Council Member Jorgenson questioned if there would be increased parking for Meals on 
Wheels drivers.  Mr. Nordeng said there would not be. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
variance.  Carried. 
 
At the June 7 work session, the audit report for the year ended December 31, 2004 was 
presented to Council by Darwin Viker.  The Council voted 6-0 to recommend approval by the 
Council.  This report will be sent to GFOA in Chicago and the State Auditor’s office. 
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Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
2004 audit. 
 
During construction at the Austin Municipal Airport, some old fuel tanks were uncovered.  
These tanks are located on city property, and the City of Austin is responsible for removal and 
cleanup of the contaminated soil.  City Engineer Jon Erichson requested $10,000 be 
appropriated from Contingency for this. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
$10,000 from Contingency Fund for removal of underground storage tanks at Austin Municipal 
Airport.  Carried. 
 
Two council members – Council Member Dick Pacholl and Council Member Scott Pacholl – 
are absent; therefore, Mayor Rietz recommended tabling action on the draft ordinance 
regulating pawnshops to the July 18 council meeting.  A 5:00 work session is also scheduled 
prior to the council meeting to discuss the same. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, tabling the 
ordinance to July 18, 2005.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has been requested to pass a resolution approving the National Incident 
Management System.  The County has passed a similar resolution.  Both city and county are 
required to pass this in order to be eligible for Homeland Security funds. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, adopting a 
resolution approving the National Incident Management System.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving Wine/Strong Beer, Sunday Wine and 3.2 Beer On-Sale licenses for Kinh 
Dao Hoong dba China Restaurant, 101 4th Street SW.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
A fence appeal has been requested by Matt and Sharon Holten, 608 18th Street SE.  The fence 
appeal involves height restrictions in a corner sideyard area.  The current zoning ordinance 
allows fence heights up to 30” for solid fences and 48” for open fences in a corner sideyard area 
in an R-2 District.  The petitioners are requesting that they be allowed to erect a 6-foot fence on 
the west property line.  Their property is adjacent to Ellis Middle School.  Mr. Holten said they 
have dogs and the privacy fence would reduce the dog barking.  Mailings were sent to 
neighbors; no calls were received by the Zoning Department.   
 
Mayor Rietz questioned if this would obstruct any view of a driveway or sidewalk.  Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium said it would not. 
 
Council Member Hecimovich questioned if the appeal is for the whole fence.   Mr. Hoium said 
the appeal is for the fence starting at the northeast corner and going west and south to the 
southwest corner of the property.  The remaining fence would be chain link. 
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Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving 
the fence appeal.  Carried. 
 
A final plat for The Meadows Addition was approved by the Austin City Council on March 21.  
Since then, the layout of the final plat has been amended due to the reduction of the scope of 
work for this summer.  An amended plat was approved at the June 6 council meeting.  The 
original final plat was never recorded and should be rescinded. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution rescinding Resolution No. 12681.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
The Department of Employment and Economic Development and the Austin HRA have 
reviewed and approved the following items and recommends approval by the city council.   
1. A motion approving procedural guidelines for acquisition and demolition of flood-damaged 

structures, and 
2. A resolution adopting residential anti-displacement relocation assistance plan. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member McAlister, approving 
procedural guidelines for acquisition and demolition of flood-damaged structures.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution adopting a residential anti-displacement relocation assistance plan.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Austin Utilities has requested a 7½-foot utility easement encroachment.  The property owner, 
the Knowltons, are selling their property and the Title Insurance company requires that Austin 
Utilities and the City official grant the easement encroachment. 
 
Moved by Council Member McAlister, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, approving the 
easement.  Carried. 
 
The Hormel Historic Home has requested directional signs be placed on the one-ways.  The city 
council has approved these types of signs for churches and other destinations of community 
interest.  The Street Department does control the size of these signs, and the proposed signs do 
meet the size requirements. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the 
signs.  Carried. 
 
As part of the state bonding bill, the Minnesota State Legislature has appropriated $2M to the 
Department Natural Resources for flood mitigation projects.  These funds are distributed 
through a Flood Damage Reduction Grant Assistance Program.  Several potential projects have 
been reviewed with the city council and the DNR.  The projects have been prioritized based on 
the DNR criteria for prioritizing projects.  As part of the grant application, each potential project 
requires a resolution.  
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Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution submitting a grant application for flood mitigation for the Railroad Yard 
Revitalization Flood Recovery Area.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution submitting a grant application for flood mitigation for Wildwood Park 
Acquisition/Infrastructure.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting a 
resolution submitting a grant application for flood mitigation for Acquisition of Repetitive Loss 
Properties.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, adopting a 
resolution submitting a grant application for flood mitigation for Implementation of Post 
Disaster Improvements to Sanitary Sewer System/Lift Systems.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution submitting a grant application for flood mitigation for Turtle Creek Structural Berm 
Construction.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin recently annexed several parcels in Norman Park Addition in conjunction 
with a sewer and water project.  One property was inadvertently included in this annexation.  
This property is on the north side of I-90 and is not connected to city sewer and water and will 
not be.  
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to initiate 
unannexation process for Lot 21, Norman Park 2nd Subdivision.  Carried. 
 
City Attorney David Hoversten has prepared a draft ordinance to correct what was an error in 
the 2004 recodification.  The amendment corrects the amount of the annual on-sale liquor 
license fee from $2500 to $2250.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, that the city 
attorney prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, for adoption and 
publication of the ordinance.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Jeff Kritzer has resigned from the Police Civil Service, citing his recent employment with 
Baudler, Baudler, Maus and Blahnik as a potential conflict of interest.  Mayor Rietz is 
recommending Pat MacLean. Pat worked as a career counselor with Workforce Development 
Inc.  She is now retired.  She has also has served on the Human Rights Commission. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member McAlister, approving the 
appointment of Pat MacLean to the Police Civil Service.  Carried. 
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REPORTS: 
 
Council Member Nordin asked if there was some way the City could help with Crane Chapel.  
Mayor Rietz has recently called the pastor.  They have set up a temporary office in the pastor’s 
home and have a temporary home for their church.   
 
Mayor Rietz noted that Council Member Dick Pacholl’s mother and Council Member Scott 
Pacholl’s grandmother – Marguerite Pacholl – died.  The Council expresses their sympathy. 
 
Mayor Rietz noted the success of the Spam Museum Jam and thanked the Hormel Foods 
Corporation.  She said the director of the Spam Museum Shawn Radford said the city staff was 
very helpful.  Mayor Rietz thanked some city staff, especially Police Chief Paul Philipp, Fire 
Chief Dan Wilson and Park and Rec Director Denny Maschka. 
 
The Fourth of July celebration is coming up.  The city will be having festivities on July 1,2,3 
and 4. 
 
Mayor Rietz reminded everyone to see the recently donated Zonta sculpture at the Mill Pond. 
 
Mayor Rietz read a thank-you letter from John Philipps regarding city employees. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adjourning the 
meeting to July 5, 2005. 
 
 
Adjourned:   6:33 pm   
 
Approved:   July 5, 2005   
 
Mayor:      
 
City Recorder:      
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