
 
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
August 1, 2005 

5:30 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members McAlister, Dick Pacholl, Nordin, Scott 
Pacholl and Hecimovich.  Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson.   

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Mayor Rietz and Council Member Jorgenson. 
         
OTHERS PRESENT:          Post Bulletin and Austin Daily.  Kathy Aho, Springsted.   
 
 
Council Member-at-Large Christopherson presided over the meeting.   
 
Item No. 14 was added to the agenda:  Motion granting the Planning and Zoning 
Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles 
at 710 12th Street NE, Garces property.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, 
approving the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Minutes of 6-6-05 on page 1 were amended to include Council Members Dick Pacholl 
and Scott Pacholl in attendance. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, 
approving the council minutes of July 18, 2005 as amended.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Hecimovich, approving 
the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
 Master Plumber:  Christianson Plumbing & Heating, PO Box 388, Albert Lea 
 Excavation License:  Doug’s Electric, 1205 8th Street SW, Austin 
 Excavation License:  Austin Electric, 1901 11th Street SW, Austin 
 Food – Temporary:  Rotary, August 16 @ St. Edwards 
 Tree Removal:  LumberJack Tree Service, 11779  565th Avenue, Wells 
 Exempt Gambling (raffle):  Austin Youth Hockey, Riverside Arena, Jan 1, 2006 
 Cigarette:  Severson Oil  Co., 1309 4th Street NW 
 Food:  Severson Oil Co., 1309 4th Street NW 
 Gas Station:  Severson Oil Co., 1309 4th Street NW 
    



  Minutes of 8-1-05 
 
 
   

  
Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Donald Hoban,  702 2nd Avenue NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
c. William Crayton, 1711 4th Street NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
d. Karl Dalager, 900 2nd Avenue NW.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney 

to protect the city’s interest. 
e. Granle’s Framing, 421 N. Main St.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney 

to protect the city’s interest. 
f. Ardus Wangen, 509 4th Street NW.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney 

to protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
Results of the Riverside Arena dasher boards was handed out.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
said that following the flood of 2004, damage was done to some dasherboards.  The damage 
amounted to about $35,000, of which the City has received FEMA funding for.  The boards 
were identified to be replaced in 2006 and now the project should be moved up to 2005.  
Replacement of all the dasherboards would be an additional $60,000.  Three bids were 
received as follows: 
 
Integrated Fabrication  $  98,765.00 
White Bear Lake, MN   
 
Rink Systems  $110,000.00 
Albert Lea, MN 
 
Becker Arena Products  $120,364.80 
Burnsville, MN 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member McAlister, 
adopting a resolution awarding the bid to Integrated Fabrication.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Kathy Aho of Springsted spoke to Council regarding the refunding of HRA bonds for the 
Courtyard Apartments.  Ms. Aho said there would be an 18.9% savings level.  This does 
involve a city loan of $200,000.   
 
Finance Director Tom Dankert said the actual approval for the loan would be at the next 
city council meeting.  City Administrator Jim Hurm said the loan would be at 6.3%. 
 
Mr. Dankert said the action by Council tonight is to authorize the HRA to do the bond sale.  
On August 17th, the HRA will receive the bids and then make their determination.   
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Council Member-at-Large Christopherson questioned if the agreement included the 
conditions of the bond sale.  Mrs. Aho answered ‘yes’. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Scott Pacholl, for the 
city attorney to prepare the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Scott Pacholl for 
adoption and publication of the ordinance.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
The Elk’s Lodge has requested a permission to apply for a new location for charitable 
gambling.  The location is Trader’s Bar at 119 3rd Avenue NE.  The Elk’s Lodge has several 
other locations for charitable gambling; all are in compliance.  The premises permit would 
expire July 31, 2007. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl,  
adopting a resolution approving gambling premises permit for the Elk’s Lodge at Trader’s 
Bar.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Scott Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution setting a public hearing for August 15th for a rezoning of property owned by 
Brian and Kathleen Dolan from an R-1 Single Family Residential District to a B-2 
Community Business District at their property located at 1008 18th Avenue NW.  5-0.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution setting a public hearing for August 15th for a rezoning of property owned by 
Burton J. Plehal Combined Disclaimer Trust/John V. Plehal, Trustee, 7150 Soutag Way, 
Springfield, VA, from an R-1 Single Family Residential District to a B-2 Community 
Business District at their property located at 1010 18th Avenue NW.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium noted this last rezoning is requested by 
John V. Plehal Trustee, but it is part of the Burt Plehal Combined Disclaimer. 
 
Moved by Council Member McAlister, seconded by Council Member Scott Pacholl, setting 
a public hearing for  August 15th for a preliminary plat review of property to be known as 
Plehal/Dolan Addition.  Carried. 
 
A vacancy in the Street Department has been created by Jerry Wilkinson’s promotion to the 
Engineering Department to fill Troy Tigner’s position.  This position has been budgeted for.  
City Administrator Jim Hurm said there would be internal postings.   This position is being 
posted as “a position” due to the possibility of some shifting/promoting in the Street 
Department. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, to fill the 
vacancy in the Street Department.   Carried. 
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The Police Department has requested Council authorize the submittal of a grant agreement 
to accept State and Federal dollars for traffic safety programs.  This resolution will also go 
before the County Board and will be submitted as a combined grant.  No local funds are 
needed. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the submittal of the grant agreement.  5-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 710 12th Street NE, Garces property.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS:  
 
 Council Member Dick Pacholl reported on the League of Mower County meeting.  He said 
Garry Ellingson reported on the State not allowing a sales tax for the jail/justice center.  He 
said Doug Groh spoke on the new county system for obtaining licenses through the Internet, 
such as birth certificates and marriage licenses.  It is working out very well.  And he said 
Sheriff Amazi spoke on the radio towers, which will be installed in the near future. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Christopherson question City Engineer on the status of the Gary 
Anderson property.  Mr. Erichson said there are still a number of properties that have not 
been acquired at the airport. Properties have been re-appraised.  The offer for Gary 
Anderson’s farm property will be going out in a week.  This is without the appraisal for the 
house.  (Mr. Erichson noted that the house is outside of the clear zone and was not to be 
acquired.)  Mr. Erichson also noted that the airport project is funded with 90% Federal 
funding and 10% local funding.  Since the project is currently under-run, there may be some 
dollars to acquire the house.  Currently, he said, the situation is no better and no worse.  
There should be an answer to this situation by the end of 2005. 
 
Council Member Dick Pacholl noted that there would be a couple of public hearings 
regarding a Walmart proposal. He said this is a very important and tough situation, and He 
encouraged the public’s input and asked that they attend the Planning Commission and City 
Council meetings and e-mail or send letters to Craig Hoium.  Council Member Nordin noted 
that the meetings would be August 9th for the Planning Commission and August 15th for the 
City Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved by Council Member McAlister, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, 
adjourning the meeting to August 15, 2005. 
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Adjourned:   5:55 p.m.  
 
Approved:    August 15, 2005  
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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