
 
 

M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 21, 2007 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members McAlister, Austin, Dick 
Pacholl, Scott Pacholl, Hecimovich, and Martin.  Council 
Member-at-Large Christopherson.  

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jon Erichson, Craig Hoium, Tom Dankert, Paul Philipp, 

David Hoversten, Denny Maschka, Ann Hokanson, and 
Jeanne Howatt.  

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald.  Morems.  Dick 

Nordin.  Public 
 
 
Item 18, Approving promotions within the Police Department, was moved up the agenda 
under Awards and Recognitions.  Item 16,  Approving mosquito control for 2006 was 
changed to ‘2007’.     
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the agenda as amended.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the council minutes of May 7, 2007.  Carried. 
 
Chief Paul Philipp is recommending Sergeant René Phan for promotion to the position of 
lieutenant.  Phan is a 10-year veteran with the police department.  He was recently promoted 
to sergeant and works the afternoon shift.  Phan serves as a field training officer; he is the 
Community Service Officer supervisor, is a member of the Special Incidents Response Team, 
and is a former K-9 officer.  Phan recently completed a one-year International Police Mission 
serving in Iraq.     
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving promotion of Sergeant René Phan to lieutenant.  Carried. 
 
Chief Philipp is recommending Officer Dustin Wollenburg to sergeant.  Officer Wollenburg 
is a four-year veteran with the police department.  Prior to him becoming a licensed peace 
officer, he worked for the department as a Community Service Officer.  Officer Wollenburg 
is the instructor for the fingerprinting equipment, and is responsible for the use and 
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calibration of the preliminary breath-testing units.  Dustin is also active in a number of 
community education projects offered by the department.   
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member McAlister, 
approving the promotion of Officer Dustin Wollenburg to sergeant.  Carried. 
 
The two officers were formally pinned and congratulated by the Mayor and City Council. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Hecimovich, approving the consent agenda as follows: 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Temp Liquor:  Kay Sea Club @ Cunningham Hall, 1001 Oakland Ave E., July 21 
Excavation:  Iverson’s Sewer Cleaning/Excavation, 303 12th Street NE 
    
Claims: 
a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Finance Report and Investments   
c. Ruth Gustafson, 700 1st Drive NW.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney 

to protect the city’s interest. 
d. Tara Miller for Ethan Miller, 902 17th Street SW.  This claim has been referred to the 

city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
e. Jacob Brandt, 710 17th Street SW.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to 

protect the city’s interest. 
f. Jimmie Huskey, 1000 2nd Avenue NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
g. Hailey Cartmell, Dexter, MN.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to 

protect the city’s interest. 
Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held relating to the vacation of a public right-of-way in Burbank 
Addition.  The hearing tonight is for the appointment of the vacation commissioners.  The 
pending street vacation is the east portion of the cul de sac on 8th Avenue NW north of 
18th Avenue.  The requested vacation correlates with the Walmart development. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, appointing vacation commissioners.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held to review a preliminary plat to be known as Murphy Creek 
Meadows Addition.  The platting of the property would accommodate the proposed 
development of an 18-unit twinhome development.  Community Development Director 
Craig Hoium noted that the surrounding land use is primarily  R-1 with the exception of 
some wetlands and the undeveloped Cook Farm Industrial Park.  The development would 
include public infrastructure including the extension of 24th Avenue NW.  It would also 
include the development of a stormwater retention pond which will accommodate run-off 
from the proposed development.  The Planning Commission has reviewed and approved 
a Conditional Use Permit for and included with the CUP is a condition that the 
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development be platted.  The Planning Commission did approve the preliminary plat with 
the standard conditions of easements and a development agreement which must be 
completed prior to final platting. 
 
No other comments were made. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the preliminary plat of Murphy Creek Meadows Addition.  7-
0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held to review final plat of property to be known as Morem 
Addition.  The preliminary plat has been reviewed and approved by the Planning 
Commission and City Council and includes the developer’s agreement with all necessary 
public improvements.  The public improvements will be paid for by the developer.  The 
developer’s agreement includes a financial guarantee, plus a guarantee on the times when 
these will need to be completed.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium noted 
that the agreement is a typical developer’s agreement. 
 
No other comments were made. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving the developer’s agreement for Morem 
Addition.  Carried. 
 
The proposed plat for Morem Addition is a 5-6 acre site between 6th and 8th Avenues NW 
south of Riverland Community College.  It will accommodate a development of six 
single-family lots.  The development includes a storm water retention pond.  The 
preliminary plat has been approved by the Planning Commission and City Council 
includes conditions for acceptance of the plat. 
 
No other comments were made.  Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by 
Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving the final plat 
of Morem Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held to review the final plat of property to be known as Morem 2nd 
Addition.  The developer’s agreement includes the necessary public improvements.  
Community Development Director Craig Hoium said the public infrastructure is already 
in place.  The developer’s agreement also includes the development of a stormwater 
retention pond and the costs of all infrastructure. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving the developer’s agreement for Morem 
2nd Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The plat for Morem 2nd Addition is between 8th and 6th Avenues and 10th and 12th Streets 
SW and is proposed for seven single-family lots plus a storm water retention pond.  The 
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plat includes the conditions for approval; Mr. Hoium has provided the status of each 
condition in the back-up material.   
 
Council Member Hecimovich asked where the storm water retention pond would be.    
Mr. Hoium said that it would be in the middle of the development.  Mr. Hoium added that 
one house is in the southeast corner already. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving the final plat for Morem 2nd Addition.  7-
0.  Carried. 
 
At the last work session, the Council of the Whole recommended that $3500 from the 
Contingency Fund be designated for operation of the Spamtown Belle.  Dick Nordin 
noted a change to Park & Rec Director’s letter.  The Captain will now find first mates; 
the Park & Rec Department will not need to do any hiring.   
 
Moved by Council Member McAlister, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing 
funding from Contingency Fund for operation of the Spamtown Belle for 2007.  4-3.  
Carried.  Council Members Scott Pacholl, Dick Pacholl and Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson voted nay. 
 
The City approved a policy on comp time in 2004, but because of the recent agreement 
between AFSCME and the City of Austin, the policy is no longer valid and the resolution 
must be rescinded.  There will be no references in the Employee Handbook on comp 
time. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Austin, rescinding Resolution No. 12565, Revising Exempt Employee Comp Time Policy 
and Adopting a Personal Time Policy.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce has submitted their annual requests for city services, the use 
of city property and street closings in connection with Spamtown USA Freedom Fest on 
June 30, and July 3-4.  The requests have been reviewed by department heads who do not 
have any problems with the requests. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving requests for city services, city property and street closings in 
connection with Spamtown USA Freedom Fest on June 30, and July 3-4.   
 
Moved by Council Member Scott Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, resolving the City Council into the Sign Board of Appeals.  Carried. 
 
Tim & Patti Ball have requested an appeal to the sign ordinance for a protruding sign on 
the old Silver Bullet building which will extend over the public right-of-way.  Signs are 
limited to protruding 30 inches over the public right-of-way and also limited to a height 
of six feet.  The proposed sign will extend northeasterly from the northeast corner of the 
building.  The minimum height from the ground must be 9 feet; the proposed sign will be 
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15 feet from the ground.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said the face 
of the sign will be within the 100 square feet limit.  He added that the sign would 
partially encroach over the dining area.   
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the sign appeal as requested by Tim and Patti Ball.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Scott Pacholl, adjourning the Sign Board of Appeals and resolving back into the City 
Council.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Scott Pacholl, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 403 12th Street SE, Brecht property.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Austin, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1419 6th Avenue NW, Hughes 
property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
McAlister, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1407 6th Street SE, Pentagon 
Properties.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Scott Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for 
the removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1111 8th Avenue SW, Midwest 
Properties/Welke property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Austin, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1102 15th Avenue NE, Duenes 
property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Austin, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 404 6th Place NW, Winkels property.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Austin, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 308 10th Street SW, Whitcomb 
property.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Austin, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the 
removal of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1814 3rd Avenue NE, Rodriguez 
property.  Carried. 
 
The City has received a grant from the Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Aeronautics Department for $185,000.  This grant is for glide slopes associated with the 
installation of an instrument landing system, and it will provide for 100% of the costs.  
Public Works Director Jon Erichson said the bid for this project will be let sometime this 
summer. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving the grant agreement with MnDOT for 
airport slope grading.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Jon Erichson has received prices for mosquito control for 2007 as follows: 
 
 More’s Ag Center (ground application)  $5,753 per application 
 Mosquito Control of Iowa (ground or aerial)   $5,875 per application 
 
The City has contracted with More’s for several years.  We have contracted with More’s 
for up to four applications but if there is no spraying – as in 2006 – there is no cost to the 
City.  Mr. Erichson said he has normally scheduled sprayings around major city events.  
These are the tentative dates for spraying:  June 12, June 28, July 18 and August 2. 
 
Mayor Stiehm questioned the effectiveness of ground application versus aerial 
application.  Mr. Erichson said he did not know if one was more effective than the other; 
however, More’s has been spraying for five years and has done a very good job.  Plus, 
they are easy to work with, they are flexible, and they are the current low bidder. 
 
Council Member Dick Pacholl asked Mr. Erichson if he thought ground application was 
that much better considering there is $122 difference in the bids.  Mr. Erichson said 
Mosquito Control of Iowa would use the application of their choice – we wouldn’t 
decide. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving mosquito control with a maximum of four applications for 
2007.  Carried. 
 
The City is being requested to sign subordination agreements for A-Plus Builders and the 
Murphy Creek 2nd Addition project.  The first agreement for $125,000 reflects the cost of 
the placement of public infrastructure within the development area, and the second 
agreement for $137,000 covers the mortgage amount for the first home to be constructed 
on this site.  The developer’s agreement states that the property will revert back to the 
City if the development does not proceed.  It also states that the lender has first rights to 
the property.   
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Moved by Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, adopting 
a resolution approving subordination agreement for Murphy Creek 2nd Addition in the 
amount of $125,000.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, 
adopting a resolution approving subordination agreement for Murphy Creek 2nd Addition 
in the amount of $137,000.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Stiehm has recommended Bob Wilson and Don Fox to the Park & Rec Board.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Scott Pacholl, approving appointments of Bob Wilson and Don Fox to the Park & Rec 
Board.  6-1.  Carried.  Council Member Martin voted nay. 
 
REPORTS: 
Public Works Director Jon Erichson said an auction was held last week for two houses in 
the flood plain that were bought out.  The Johnson home sold for $41,000, and the 
Anderson home sold for $40,000 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium has worked with the city attorney on the 
pending demolition of two substandard homes.  They are located on 2nd Street SE and 7th 
Place NE. 
 
 Mr. Hoium noted that the 2006 construction valuation for Austin was the third highest of 
14 communities.   
 
City Administrator Jim Hurm said future bimonthly work sessions will be scheduled right 
after the regular Monday night council meetings as much as possible.   
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Hecimovich, appointing Council Member Brian McAlister to the KSMQ Board to replace 
Council Member John Martin 
 
Council Member McAlister noted that Council may want to look at revising the city 
ordinances regarding signs at a future work session. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adjourning the meeting to June 4, 2007.  Carried. 
 
Adjourned:    6:15 pm   
 
Approved:   June 4, 2007   
 
Mayor:      
 
City Recorder:      

7 


	Monday, May 21, 2007

