
 
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
June 4, 2007 

5:30 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members McAlister, Austin, Dick Pacholl, 
Scott Pacholl, Hecimovich, and Martin.  Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson.   

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:     None. 
         
STAFF PRESENT:           Jon Erichson, Craig Hoium, Tom Dankert, Dan Wilson, David 

Hoversten, Paul Philipp, Denny Maschka, Ann Hokanson, and Jeanne 
Howatt.  

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald. Ron Langrell and Sandy Forstner.  

Jim Fisher and Ric Berg.  Marv Repinski.  Public. 
 
The following agenda item was removed from the agenda:    A motion approving a conditional 
job offer for firefighter position. 
 
Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member McAlister, approving the 
agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the minutes of May 21, 2007.  Carried.   
 
Ron Langrell reported on the Riverland Community College/Chamber of Commerce Leadership 
Program.  There were 18 candidates in the first session.  The first group included John Mueller 
and Trish Wiechmann.  Paul Philipp and Jim Hurm were presenters.  Applications are being 
taken for the second group. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
approving the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
Consent Agenda 
 Licenses: 
 3.2 Beer Temporary:  Austin Jaycees @ Street Dance, July 3 & 4 

3.2 Beer Temporary:  Marcusen Ball Park Association, June 28-30 & July 1 
 Commercial Hauler:  Hamersma Demo-n-Roll Off, Austin 
 Concrete:  Martinson Construction, Marion, IA 
 Excavation:  Ulland Bros, Albert Lea, MN 
 Outside Liquor Sales:  Bobee Jo’s, 435 10th Street NE 
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 Sign Installer:  Imaginality Inc., Golden Valley, MN 
 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Eagles Aerie #703 @ Todd Park, June 9 & 10 
 Temporary Food:  Accentra Credit Union, 400 4th Ave NW, June 28 & 29; Aug 30 & 31 
     
Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Eric Nash, 200 1st Avenue NE.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to 

protect the city’s interest. 
c. Larry T. Butenhoff, 2017 7th Avenue SE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
d. Sharon Gerhardt, 202 Vista Village Court.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
e. David Schroeder, 1805 3rd Avenue NE.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
f. Darrell Pritchard, 310 11th Street SW.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
Mayor Stiehm is nominating Ron Langrell, Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs at 
Riverland Community College, to the Human Rights Commission. Langrell will be replacing 
Marcel Edoh. 
 
Moved by Council Member Martin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, 
approving the appointment.  Carried. 
 
Darwin Viker from Larson, Allen, Weishair & Co presented the Audit Report, Single Audit 
Report, and the SAS 61 Letter on May 22 at a city council work session.  Mr. Dankert said there 
are no exceptions to the report. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, approving 
the 2006 Audit Report.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
For its GASB 45 report, the City is required to have an actuarial calculation done to determine 
the extent of liability of other post employment benefits (health insurance).  The City has 
received two quotes as follows: 
 
 Hanf Actuarial     $5200 (including Sick Leave Fund review) 
 Midamerica Actuarial Solutions, Inc.  $6000 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 
resolution approving actuarial services in connection with GASB 45.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Patricia Ball, owner of the B&J Bar has formally notified the City of moving its liquor license 
from 504 Oakland Avenue to 112 4th Avenue NE.  The City should pass a resolution granting the 
transfer of the liquor license. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
adopting a resolution granting transfer of on-sale hard liquor license.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving application for gambling premises permit 
renewal for Elks Lodge #414 at 102 1st Avenue NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 
resolution approving application for gambling premises permit renewal for Elks Lodge #414 at 
The Ville, 119 2nd Avenue NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 
resolution approving application for gambling premises permit renewal for Elks Lodge #414 at 
Lefty’s Bar, 421 10th Street NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 
resolution approving application for gambling premises permit renewal for Elks Lodge #414 at 
Thirsty’s Bar, 200 3rd Avenue NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 
resolution approving application for gambling premises permit renewal for Elks Lodge #414 at 
Austin Auto Truck Plaza, 1509 10th Place NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 
resolution approving application for gambling premises permit renewal for Elks Lodge #414 at 
Showgirl Saloon, 318 1st Street NE.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Hecimovich, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal 
of junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1007 8th Avenue NE, Countrywide Home Loan 
property.  Carried. 
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium informed Council that the owner of the other 
property to be approved for junk removal (602 10th Avenue SW, Walker/Hummer property) has 
resolved the issue.  No action was required. 
 
Council recently approved a plat for Murphy Creek 2nd Addition.  Mr. Hoium said there was an 
omission on the plat of identifying the right-of-way.  Council is requested to approve the Land 
Surveyors’ Certificate of Correction to Plat, and this will be recorded. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving Land Surveyors’ Certificate of Correction to 
Plat.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
adopting a resolution setting a public hearing for June 18 for a final plat to be known as Murphy 
Creek Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Council was requested to authorize the extension of a conditional job offer to a police officer 
candidate.  The candidate is one of the top three candidates for the city’s eligibility list.  The job 
offer would be conditional upon successful completion of mental and physical examinations.   
 
Council Member McAlister asked if this was a new list.  Chief Philipp said it was.  He added 
that about 12-15 were on the list.  Chief Philipp said that when the two vacancies from the recent 
retirements are filled, he expects to go several years without any more retirements.   
 
Council Member Dick Pacholl asked if this approval is just for one candidate.  Chief Philipp said 
it was.  Another candidate took another job.  Council will be asked to approve the second 
candidate’s conditional job offer on the 18th of June. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Dick 
Pacholl, approving the conditional job offer for the police officer position. 
 
REPORTS:  Council Member Scott Pacholl reported that the AMCAT bus service has seen a 
small profit for 2006. 
 
Jim Hurm reported that the City has received a check for $25,000 for the AMCAT dialysis route. 
 
Mr. Hurm also noted that the annual Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities conference will be 
held in Detroit Lakes in July. 
 
Marv Repinski spoke to Council encouraging them to speak to the County Board Commissioners 
on the jail/justice center. 
 
Mr. Repinski also made a request for more park benches at East Side Lake. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
adjourning the meeting to June 18, 2007. 
 
Adjourned:   5:50 pm  
 
Approved:    May 21, 2007   
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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