
 
M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL CHARTER MEETING 
August 6, 2007 

5:30 P.M. 
Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members McAlister, Austin, Dick Pacholl 
(5:35 pm), Scott Pacholl, and Hecimovich.  Council Member-at-
Large Christopherson.   

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:     Council Member Martin.   
         
STAFF PRESENT:           Jon Erichson, Craig Hoium, Tom Dankert, Dan Wilson, David 

Hoversten, Paul Philipp, Denny Maschka, Ann Hokanson, Jeanne 
Howatt and Jim Hurm.  

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald.  Jim Halsey, Drew Collins, and 

Tim Olson.  Wolfgang Bauman.  Public.   
 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving the minutes of July 16, 2007.  Carried.   
 
Three new fulltime fire prevention specialist/firefighters were introduced to Council – Tim 
Olson, Jim Halsey and Drew Collins. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Hecimovich, approving the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
Consent Agenda 
Licenses: 
 Temporary 3.2 Beer:  Grand Meadow Lions @ Mower County Fair, during fair 
 Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts @ Paramount    

 Theatre, August 30 
 Master Plumber:  Robert Baker, 19075 540th Avenue 
 Temporary Food:  Austin Rotary @ Corcoran Center, August 21 
 Master Plumber:  Kevin O’Laughlin, Rochester, MN 
 Temporary Liquor:  Hormel Historic Home @ Hormel Historic Home, Sept. 20 
 Temporary Gambling:   Mower County Ducks Unlimited @ Holiday Inn, Sept. 20 
  
Claims: 
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a. Pre-list of bills. 
b. Patricia Hansen, 105 20th Street NW.  This claim has been referred to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 
c. Nick Griego, 502 1st Street SW.  This claim has been referred to the city attorney to 

protect the city’s interest. 
 
Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on rezoning an R-1 Single Family Residential District to a B-2 
Community Business District, petitioned by Wolfgang Bauman and Austin Vet Clinic.  A 
previous public hearing and the first reading of the ordinance was held on July 16, 2007.  The 
ordinance did not pass unanimously and is presented again tonight for the second reading.  A 
simple majority is required at the second reading. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Christopherson questioned the status of the stormwater drainage 
issues.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said the petitioner has met with City 
Engineer Jon Erichson on erosion control measures.  The petitioner has since retained an 
engineering firm to help resolve the matter. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, to prepare the ordinance. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, for adoption and publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving the Findings of Fact.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Director of Administrative Services Tom Dankert is requesting Council pass a resolution 
approving a contractual agreement with Judy Stark, who recently retired from the Finance 
Department.  He noted that there would be some services/consultation which she could provide, 
particularly with the preparation of year-end W2s, etc..  He estimates that this would amount to 
forty to sixty hours. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving consulting agreement with Judy Stark. 6-0.  
Carried. 
 
City Council was presented a renewal agreement with Austin Public Schools for liaison officers 
at Ellis Middle School and Austin High School.  Elementary Schools are also provided their 
service on an as-needed basis.  Previous agreements for the liaison officer were for just Ellis 
School officer. 
 
Council Member Dick Pacholl questioned why one was paid $23,000.  Mr. Dankert said that 
position is paid with funds from a Youth Intervention Grant.  The City pays approximately 25% 
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of the Ellis officer costs and approximately 60% towards the costs of the AHS officer.  It works 
out to be close to a 50-50 share with the School District in total with the two grants.  
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving agreement for Ellis Middle School and Austin 
High School police liaison officers.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Scott 
Pacholl, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1211 9th Street NE, Krachmer property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 710 8th Avenue SE, Eng Tat Ng property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1207 4th Avenue NW, Citi Financial property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1105 3rd Avenue NW, Aurelio property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1510 8th Street NE, ABN Amro Mortgage Group property.  
Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Dick 
Pacholl, granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of 
junk and/or illegally stored vehicles at 502 6th Street SW, Thompson property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 204 South Main Street, Burrell property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin, 
granting the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk 
and/or illegally stored vehicles at 1007 2nd Avenue NE, Day property.  Carried. 
 
Building codes are revised every three years; the 2007 edition was formally adopted by the State 
on July 10 of this year.  The City of Austin must now adopt it locally.  This does not involve 
increases in permit fees.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said many of the 
changes are due to new construction products and life safety changes. 
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Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, to prepare 
the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, for 
adoption and publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
There are limitations set forth in Minnesota Statute 16B.665 regarding certain building fees.  
Conforming to State Statute would change the plumbing permit fee from $30 to $15 for the 
installation of a residential water conditioning system. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Christopherson questioned if this would include water heaters.  
Community Development Director Craig Hoium said he met with State staff on this issue, and 
the answer is ‘no’; usually gas piping is changed with hot water heaters and so those would be 
different. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, adopting a 
resolution revising the permit fees for the installation of residential water conditioning system. 
 
Due to a footprint reduction, the Walmart Super Center requires an amendment to their 
development agreement.  The development is being reduced from 214,000 square feet to 194,000 
square feet.  Mr. Hoium said Walmart will not be having an auto service center or fueling 
station, plus there is a reduction to the square footage of their main building. 
 
Council Member Hecimovich asked if they would need to come back to Council for approval if 
they chose to add those in the future.  Mr. Hoium said they would.  The Outlots will be 
undeveloped at this time. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving an amendment to the development of the WalMart Super Center.  5-1.  
Council Member Dick Pacholl voted nay. 
 
According to State Statute, the Part-time Firefighters Relief Association must be managed by a 
nine-member board of trustees.  Six trustees must be elected from the membership, one must be 
the fire chief, and the other two must be one elected municipal official and one elected or 
appointed municipal official.  The Council is requested to appoint the two municipal trustees at 
this meeting for the duration of 2007.  Mayor Tom Stiehm and Director of Administrative 
Services Tom Dankert are currently serving as trustees and are recommended to remain on the 
board.  In the future, the appointments will be included with the regular annual appointments. 
 
Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving appointments of Tom Dankert and Mayor 
Stiehm to the Firefighters Relief Association.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, approving street closing for the 1100 block of 9th Street NE on August 24, 
requested by Crane Chapel.  Carried. 

 4



  Minutes of 06-04-07 
 
 
   

 
The Austin HRA is refinancing a loan for Gerard School.  The loan was originated in 1999.  The 
City must pass a resolution of concurrence as this is only conduit debt.  The amount is not to 
exceed $5 million. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving advance refunding of 1999 HRA Gerard 
Revenue Bonds.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has received a $185,000 grant from the State for glide slope grading at the 
Austin Municipal Airport.  Project bids have been received by Ulland Bros at $106,718.25, and 
Sorenson Bros at $132,425.00.  The grant will cover 100% of the project.  City Engineer Jon 
Erichson recommends awarding the project to Ulland Bros, and the project has been added to the 
runway project with a change order.  
 
Council Member McAlister questioned what we would do with the difference.  Mr. Erichson 
said engineering fees will be added, and the remaining fees will go to MnDOT. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, adopting a 
resolution approving Change Order No. 3 for the Airport Runway Reconstruction.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The developer for Murphy Creek has requested and been approved for replatting of the addition.  
Council must now approve a vacation of utility easements for Block 3 and 4 in the addition. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adopting a resolution approving vacation of easements located within Phase II 
of Murphy Creek Addition.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
As an operator of a storm water system, the City of Austin is required to develop a Storm Water 
Pollution Control System.  As part of the conditions of the permit, the City must adopt a 
permitting system to result in the reduction of water pollution within the City of Austin.  Permits 
would be required for any structure over 2500 square feet.  Permits would require the building 
design to meet all grading and erosion control practices established by the Minnesota 
Stormwater Manual.  Permits will not have a fee for 2007, but the Engineering Department will 
track costs relating to the permits from now through the end of this year and then affix an 
appropriate cost.  Mr. Erichson believes there will be 25 to 40 permits for the remainder of 2007.  
He added that other model ordinances were reviewed which required permits for structures 1000 
square feet and over; he believed that was too restrictive. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, to prepare 
the ordinance.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, for adoption and publication of the ordinance. 6-0.  Carried. 
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The City has received a request for use of the public right-of-way for an overhead fiber optic 
cable connecting St. Augustine Grade School and Pacelli High School.  The connection would 
be over 3rd Avenue NW between 4th and 5th Streets.  Council must approve by ordinance any 
private request of usage of the public right-of-way.  The City Engineer has included the 
following conditional requirements: 

1. Engineering drawing showing the location. 
2. City will have the right to terminate if installation would cause interference with City’s 

use of right-of-way. 
3. The granting of the request shall not be construed as a conveyance of any title or interest 

in the right-of-way 
4. Austin Catholic Schools will acquire all permits 
5. Austin Catholic Schools will be required to provide the exact location of the fiber optic 

cable through the state’s Gopher State One-Call System. 
6. In the event Austin Catholic Schools ceases to operate and maintain said fiber optic, the 

Council shall have the right to terminate 
7. Austin Catholic Schools will provide a Hold Harmless Agreement 

 
Mr. Erichson said the City Council has approved similar requests in the past, e.g., from Hormel 
Foods, and from the HRA for a connection between the Twin Towers and Chauncey Apartments.  
He also noted that other requests were for underground cable; this request is for overhead cable. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Dick Pacholl, to prepare 
the ordinance. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, for adoption and publication of the ordinance.  6-0.  Carried. 
 
The Fox Pointe development is adding an additional site access to the south and therefore an 
amendment must be made to the previously approved rezoning request for the Planned 
Development Residential District.  This will be reviewed first by the Planning Commission 
before it is heard by Council on August 20. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Dick 
Pacholl, setting a public hearing for August 20 for minor changes to a Planned Development 
Residential District for Derrick Investors, LLC.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
Council Member McAlister questioned if, for example, a garage built on non-level ground would 
require a permit.  Mr. Erichson said if there was excessive digging, the building inspectors could 
ask for a permit.  The permitting system will be communicated through a mailing to contractors 
and as part of the annual training seminar program in February. 
 
Council Member Dick Pacholl said the next League of Cities meeting will be held October 18 in 
Racine.  The last meeting was held in Sargeant.  There was no program, but an update was given 
by city representatives. 
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Fire Chief Dan Wilson noted that both papers have reported on some visitors to the Fire Station.  
The visitors were Bob Cole and Al Albright who visited the station exactly 60 years from the 
first day he started as a fireman. 
 
Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large 
Christopherson, adjourning the meeting to August 20, 2007. 
 
Adjourned:   6:15 pm  
  
Approved:    August 20, 2007  
   
Mayor:       
 
City Recorder:       
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