MINUTES
CiTY CouNcIL CHARTER MEETING
AUSTIN, MINNESOTA
October 1, 2007
5:30 P.M.
Council Chambers

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm. Council Members McAlister, Austin, Dick Pacholl,
Scott Pacholl, Hecimovich, and Martin. Council Member-at-Large
Christopherson.

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Hurm, Jon Erichson, Tom Dankert, Jeanne Howatt, David
Hoversten, Dan Wilson, Ann Hokanson, Denny Maschka, and Paul
Philipp

OTHERS PRESENT: Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald. Public.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large
Christopherson, approving the agenda. Carried.

Moved by Council Member Dick Pacholl, seconded by Council Member-at-Large
Christopherson, approving the council minutes of September 17, 2007. Carried.

Mayor Stiehm read a letter from a citizen commending Pat Farnsworth, firefighter, who went
“above and beyond the call of duty” during the Mower County Fair when he took the time to
explain firefighting to an autistic child. Farnsworth even donned headgear and firegear despite
the hot weather.

Dustin DeBoer, winning artist of the 2007 city art award, was present and recognized. The
photograph is of Roosevelt Bridge. The bridge itself will be remodeled in the near future.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large
Christopherson, approving the consent agenda as follows.

Consent Agenda
Licenses:
Temporary Liquor: Friends of J.C. Hormel Nature Center @ St. Edward’s
Community Center, November 8

Claims:
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a. Pre-list of bills.
b. This claim has been referred to the city attorney to protect the city’s interest.

Carried.
A public hearing is required by state statute when adjusting liquor license fees.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member
Hecimovich, calling a public hearing for November 5 to amend the Austin City Code on liquor
licensing. Carried.

The Public Works Department is requesting authorization to sell the following equipment at the
police auction scheduled for October 20.

Pickup trucks No. 43, 45, and 57
Roll trailer No. 150

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Austin, authorizing the
sale of city equipment. Carried.

The Joint Airport Zoning Board has consisted of two commissioners and two council members
and a member at-large. Through the process of the airport expansion, MnDOT has
recommended that we change the board make-up to not include elected officials. Last week,
Mower County made the change to citizens rather than elected officials. The two appointed by
the County were Paulette Long and Garry Ellingson. The at-large member is Brian Johnson.
Public Works Director Jon Erichson has recommended Chuck Enger and Ed Wells as the city
representatives.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving
appointments of Chuck Enger and Ed Wells to the Joint Airport Zoning Board. Carried.

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Austin,
adopting a resolution setting a public hearing for October 15 on a rezoning request in connection
with Austin Packaging Company expansion. 7-0. Carried.

Council must set hearings on proposed assessments. Initially, a hearing was to be called on
Project 2-B-93, 1993 Sanitary Sewer Construction, but this assessment has now been paid in full.
The Engineering Department will hold informational meetings on the sidewalk assessments.
Council will be informed later when these will occur.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large
Christopherson, adopting a resolution setting a public hearing for November 5 on proposed
assessments. 7-0. Carried.

The Police Civil Service has met and done testing to fill a detective position. Officer Travis
Heickley ranked number one, and Police Chief Philipp is recommending Officer Heickley.



Minutes of 10-01-07
Heickley is a 20-year veteran in the Police Department, with 10 years in patrol and 10 years as
the school liaison officer primarily at Austin High School.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member McAlister, approving
the promotion of Travis Heickley to detective in the Police Department. Carried.

Chief Philipp said the process will now begin with applications to replace his position as school
liaison.

REPORTS:

The League of Minnesota regional meetings will take place in October, and Council may
consider attending one of these sessions.

The Fire Department will hold its annual open house on October 10 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm.

The fall yard waste collection site is now open at the Cook Farm from dawn to dusk through
November 19.

Lansing Township is holding a public hearing tonight on the proposed annexation. Jon Erichson
will report back to Council on this at a later time.

Moved by Council Member Hecimovich, seconded by Council Member-at-Large
Christopherson, adjourning the meeting to October 15, 2007.

Adjourned: 5:44 pm
Approved: October 15, 2007
Mayor:

City Recorder:




