
M I N U T E S 
COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE WORK SESSION 

July 16, 2007 
City Hall Conference Room 

7:05 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:    Mayor Stiehm, Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, Council 

Members McAlister, Hecimovich, Austin, Dick Pacholl, Scott Pacholl, 
and Martin. 

   
ABSENT:  None. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: City Engineer Jon Erichson, City Administrator Jim Hurm, and 

Administrative Services Director Tom Dankert. 
  
ALSO PRESENT:   Austin Post Bulletin, and Austin Daily Herald. 
 
Mayor Stiehm opened the meeting at 7:05 pm.   
 
Item # 1:  Discussion/tour of flood areas.  City Engineer Jon Erichson stated the City has 
received a flood grant for $3,160,000 from the DNR.  This grant was approved at a council 
meeting a few weeks ago.  Our goal is to eventually remove property from the flood plain once 
the protective barriers have been installed.  This saves the homeowners cash as they would not 
have to purchase flood insurance.  However, in going through the grant process, this eventual 
goal may not happen.  It has been discovered that the areas around the dams were not taken into 
account back in the 1970’s when the last flood plain determination was made.  This error has 
now been discovered and needs to be corrected.  The elevation of the flood protective measures 
needs to be 4 feet above the 100-year-flood to get an area designated as out of the flood plain 
area.  The bridges near City Hall will not make this level as we have proposed.  Council 
Member-at-Large Christopherson questioned why the dams were not included back in the 1970s.  
Mr. Erichson noted it was probably just some oversight. 
 
Mr. Erichson outlined the proposed $1 million project from the bridges on 2nd Avenue to 4th 
Avenue, plus the area north of 4th Avenue up to the railroad lines near Packer Arena.  The goal is 
to start construction this fall and complete it sometime in 2008.  Mr. Erichson noted the question 
to be answered is what height they should be built. 
 
Council Member Martin questioned the depth of the rivers in Austin.  Mr. Erichson noted there 
have been some studies of the depths over the years.  However, if you look at some of the older 
pictures you can find one of a horse and carriage in the river just below the dam, and the water 
does not appear to be any shallower than it is now.  Dredging has been looked at, but the end 
result is that until erosion control is changed along the river and upstream, we will only see the 
rivers fill back in with silt shortly after they are dredged. 
 
Council Member McAlister questioned if the tunnel under the railroad tracks has been filled in.  
Mr. Erichson stated it has been filled in now. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Christopherson noted he is interested in protecting everything to the 
2.4 foot level above the 500-year-freeboard flood stage.  Mr. Erichson stated he would get some 



estimates to go that high including cost for flood control gates at the bridges.  Council Member 
McAlister stated we could use dirt, like we have in past floods, to temporarily dike the water. 
 
Mr. Erichson stated this discussion is for informational purposes only right now, but estimates 
will be reviewed to go higher on the protective walls. 
 
At 8:00 Mayor and City Council walked to the proposed area for the flood protection.  More 
discussion ensued. 
 
There being no further business, motion by Council Member-at-Large Christopherson, seconded 
by Council Member Hecimovich, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       
Tom Dankert 
Director of Administrative Services 


