
 

M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL  MEETING 

January 3, 2011 

5:30 pm 

Council Chambers 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Brian 

McAlister, Steve King, Roger Boughton, Judy Enright and 

Marian Clennon. Council Member-at-Large Janet 

Anderson.   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

         

STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Hurm, Tom Dankert, Jeanne Howatt, Craig Hoium, Jon 

Erichson, Steven Lang, David Hoversten, Mickey Healey, 

Ann Hokanson, Kim Underwood, and Brian Krueger.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald.  Public. 

 

 

 

Oaths of office were taken by Roger Boughton,  Judy Enright, Tom Stiehm,Janet 

Anderson, and Jeff Austin. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution appointing the following officers:  city administrator (Jim Hurm, 

city attorney (David Hoversten), city engineer (Jon Erichson) and city treasurer (Tom 

Dankert).  7-0.  Carried. 

 

The following items were added to the consent agenda:   

 

Licenses: Cab Driver, Christian, Draayer, Austin 

  Massage Establishment:  Joy Maryanha @ 1501 7
th

 Street SE, Austin 

  Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts @ The Paramount, Jan 15 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Minutes of December 20, 2010 will be approved at the next council meeting. 

 

Nancy King, 908 6
th

 Avenue NE, spoke to Council on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 

Schafer.  Ms. King stated she is the power of attorney for the Schaefers.  She is objecting 

to a $90.11 bill from the City for snow plowing which was performed on December 11, 

the same day there was a closing on the property.  Ms. King said neighbors had been 
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shoveling and she did not know they were going to stop.  She presented a list of 15 

properties around her neighborhood which, she claims, have not shoveled once this year. 

 

Matt Simonson spoke to Council accusing the Council of “nailing” the low income 

citizens rather than helping them.  Mr. Simonson said the City is “dominated by 

unelected officials” – Jim Hurm and Craig Hoium, as well as Hormel and private banks. 

 

Anita Bruggeman was not in attendance to receive her retirement plaque. 

 

Police Chief Brian Krueger introduced the two new detectives, Todd Clennon and Pat 

Retterath.  They were pinned by Mayor Stiehm. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving 

the consent agenda as follows:   

 

Licenses: 

 Cab Driver, Christian, Draayer, Austin 

 Concrete:  Wagner Construction, 2209 4
th

 Street NW 

 Exempt Gambling:  Mower Co Habitat & Pheasants Forever @ Holiday Inn, 2-26-11 

 Food:  Austin Eagles, 107 11
th

 Street NE 

 Food:  Austin Medical Center Auxiliary Coffee Shop, 1000 1
st
 Drive NW 

 Food:  Austin Youth Hockey Association @ Riverside Arena 

 Food:  Cedar Valley Services @ Riverland East Campus 

 Food:  Cedar Valley Services @ Riverland West Campus 

 Food:  Cedar Valley Services, 2111 4
th

 Street NW 

 Food:  George’s Pizza, 209 N. Main Street 

 Massage Establishment:  Joy Maryanha @ 1501 7
th

 Street SE, Austin 

 Master Plumber:  Dick’s Plumbing, 1810 E. Oakland Avenue 

 Premise Amusement Device:  Eagles Club, 107 11
th

 Street NE 

 Temporary Liquor:  Austin Area Commission for the Arts @ The Paramount, Jan 15 

 Tree Removal:  Carr Tree Service, Ottertail, MN 

 

Claims: 

a. Tamra Naatz for Derek Naatz, 706 19
th

 Street SW, Austin, MN.  This claim 

has been referred to the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

b. Craig Byram, 711 4
th

 Street NW, Austin, MN.  This claim has been referred to 

the city attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution designating depositories for checking and investments of public funds for 

2011.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Council Member McAlister moved to designate the Post Bulletin as the official 

newspaper for the City of Austin for 2011.  Austin Post Bulletin’s quote is $1.90 per 

column inch, and Austin Daily Herald’s quote is $2.50 per column inch. 

 

Council Member Clennon questioned whether the PB’s offer to place the legal notices on 

the web site would be in lieu of publishing.  Mr. Hurm said it would not.   

 

Council Member King seconded the motion.  Carried. 

 

City Engineer Jon Erichson briefed Council on the process for street reconstruction.  

Projects have been reduced by seven blocks or 18% this year.  Council is asked to review 

and approve the feasibility of the projects tonight.  A public informational meeting is 

scheduled for February 16.  Public hearings to order the projects would occur February 

22, and assessments hearings are tentatively set for March 21, after which bids and 

construction take place.   

 

Assistant City Engineer Steven Lang said a number of meetings have already occurred 

with Austin Utilities and the Austin Main Street Project to discuss these projects.  Mr. 

Lang briefly discussed each project. 

 

Project 4-A-11.  
We report that the improvements are feasible. 

 

14th Avenue NE (4th St. to 8th St.) 

 

This section of 14th Avenue is an asphalt street, rural design with ditches.  It was originally 

constructed with the interstate in the late 60’s & early 70’s and carries 4,000 vpd.  14th Avenue 

NE is classified as a local street and is part of Austin’s Municipal State Aid System.  The 

proposed project will consist of the following: 

 

1) Remove the existing pavement, fill in the ditches and regrade the entire corridor.  

2) The new section will consist of both asphalt and concrete pavement with curb & gutter at a 

width of 40 feet.   

3) Storm sewer will be constructed to improve drainage along with the new curb & gutter.  

Sanitary sewer upgrades will be performed as need based on televising of the existing system.  

A tile system will also be installed to improve subsurface drainage. 

4) The street lighting will be upgraded to meet the city standards. 

5) A pedestrian sidewalk/trail will be constructed along the south side of the project from 4th St. 

to 8th St.  This will improve pedestrian access between the two tunnels that cross under 

Interstate 90. 

6) Intersection geometrics will be improved at the 4th St. & 8th St. intersections. 

7) Austin Utilities has plans to constructed new electric duct the length of the project.   

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 

 14th Avenue NE     $ 700,000 

  

The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Federal Highway Grant    $ 520,000 
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Municipal State Aid    $ 180,000 

  

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution receiving the feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 

22, 2011 for street improvement on 14
th

 Avenue NE (4
th

 Street to 8
th

 Street), Project 4-A-

11.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Project 8-A-07. 
We report that the improvements are feasible. 

 

N. Main Street (Oakland Ave. to 2nd Ave. and 4th Ave. to 1st Dr.) 

 

These sections of N. Main St. consist of concrete pavement, urban design with vertical curb at a 

width of 52 feet.  The current pavement was originally constructed in 1950.  N. Main Street is 

classified as a minor arterial roadway and is part of the City’s Municipal State Aid System.  This 

section of roadway carries approximately 4190 vehicles per day.  The proposed project will 

consist of the following: 

 

1) Remove the existing concrete pavement, curbs, boulevard sidewalk and street lighting.    

2) Replace with 8” concrete pavement, 6” aggregate base, integral B6 curb at a width of 

48 feet.  Indrives and boulevard sidewalks will be replaced as well.  The boulevard 

sidewalk will be upgraded to a decorative exposed aggregate texture, matching the 

sidewalk in place from 2nd Ave. to 4th Ave. 

3) Decorative street lights will be removed, salvaged and reinstalled at the new curb width 

along with new conduit and wire. 

4) Upgrade the drainage infrastructure, which will include installing new catch basins, 

laterals and mains.  A tile system will also be installed to improve subsurface drainage. 

5) The sanitary sewer will be televised and reviewed to determine any necessary repairs. 

6) Provide handicap accessible intersections and upgrade existing deficient sidewalk.  The 

narrower street width will provide for a wider sidewalk width of 12 feet.  The wider 

sidewalk will allow more space for those restaurants interested in sidewalk café seating, 

park benches and bike racks. 

7) Austin Utilities will replace the water main the entire length and the electric department 

will be installing new conduit. 

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 

 N. Main Street     $475,000 

  

The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Municipal State Aid    $475,000 

  

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

 

Mr. Lang noted that the width of this portion of Main Street will be made narrower from 

52 feet to 48 feet and more sidewalk area provided.   The Engineering Office is 

coordinating with Main Street Project for the boulevard design.   
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Council Member McAlister asked if this would cause a disruption on Main Street.  Mr. 

Lang said other streets have been constructed in stages, but that would double the length 

of the project.  The idea is to keep the sidewalks open, plus they will keep a tight 

schedule with the contractors.    

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution receiving the feasibility report and calling a hearing  for February 22, 2011 for 

street improvement on North Main Street (Oakland Avenue to 2
nd

 Avenue and 4
th

 

Avenue to 1
st
 Drive), Project 8-A-07. 7-0.  Carried. 

 

Project 7-A-11.   
We report that the improvements are feasible. 

 

7th Street SW (1st Ave. to 4th Ave.) 

 

7th Street SW is an asphalt street urban design with vertical curb at a width of 30 feet.  The 

existing pavement was constructed in the late 60’s and the street is classified as a local/residential 

roadway.  The proposed project will consist of the following: 

 

1) Remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace with 4.5” of asphalt pavement, 6” of 

aggregate base. 

2) The vertical curb will be removed and replace with B624 curb & gutter at a width of 36 feet. 

3) Upgrade the drainage infrastructure, which will include installing new catch basins, laterals 

and mains.  A tile system will also be installed to improve subsurface drainage. 

4) The sanitary sewer main will be inspected to determine any necessary repairs. 

5) Provide handicap accessible intersections and upgrade existing deficient sidewalk. 

6) Austin Utilities will replace the water main from 2nd Ave. to 4th Ave.   

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 

 7th Street SW     $225,000 

   

The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Assessment Bonds    $225,000 

 

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

 

This project is in a residential area.  The street will be widened to 36 feet.  Mr. Lang 

noted that they will make every attempt to save trees, but if there are a lot of trees, they 

can’t save them all.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution to receive the feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 22, 2011 for 

street improvement on 7
th

 Street SW (1
st
 Avenue to 4

th
 Avenue), Project 7-A-11. 7-0.  

Carried. 

Project 5-A-11. 
We report that the improvements are feasible. 
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10th Avenue SW (4th St. to 12th St.) 

 

This section of 10th Avenue SW is an asphalt street urban design with curb & gutter.  The existing 

width varies from 30 feet wide at 4th St. to 36 feet wide at 12th St.  The current pavement was 

constructed in the early 60’s and is classified as a local/residential roadway.  The proposed 

project will consist of the following: 

 

1) Remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace with 4.5” of asphalt pavement and 6” 

of aggregate base.   

2) The curb & gutter will be removed and replaced at a width of 36 feet.  In drives and 

boulevards will be replaced as well.  Curb & gutter will remain in place from 8th St. to 

10th St. with only patch work required. 

3) Upgrade the drainage infrastructure, which will include installing new catch basins, 

laterals and mains.  A tile system will also be installed to improve subsurface drainage. 

4) The sanitary sewer will be inspected to determine any necessary repairs. 

5) Provide handicap accessible intersections and upgrade existing deficient sidewalk. 

6) Austin Utilities will have water main replacement from 8th St. to 12th St. 

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 

 10th Avenue SW    $ 475,000 

   

The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Assessment Bonds    $ 475,000 

 

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution to receive the feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 22, 2011 for 

street improvement on 10
th

 Avenue SW (4
th

 Street to 12
th

 Street), Project 5-A-11. 7-0.  

Carried. 

 

Project 9-A-11. 
We report that the improvements are feasible. 

 

Roosevelt Bridge Area 

 

The majority of these roadways consist of an urban design asphalt street with curb & gutter.  

Their existing width is 30 feet, some have curb, while others don’t.  The current pavements were 

constructed in the early 60’s and are classified as local/residential roadways.  The proposed 

project will consist of the following: 

 

1) Remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace with 4.5” of asphalt pavement and 6” 

of aggregate base.   

2) The existing curb will be removed and replaced with B624 curb & gutter at a width of 36 

feet.  Indrives and boulevards will be replaced as well.   

3) Upgrade the drainage infrastructure, which will include installing new catch basins, 

laterals and mains.  A tile system will also be installed to improve subsurface drainage. 

4) The sanitary sewer will be inspected to determine any necessary repairs.  We have had 

maintenance issues with some sanitary sewer manholes in the area, they will be repaired 

with this project. 
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5) Provide handicap accessible intersections and upgrade existing deficient sidewalk. 

6) Austin Utilities will have water main replacement on 7th Avenue & 8th Street. 

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 

 Roosevelt Bridge Area    $ 575,000 

   

The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Assessment Bonds    $ 515,000 

 WWTP Fund 61    $   25,000 

 Storm Water Utility District Fund 67  $   35,000 

 

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution to receive the feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 22, 2011 for 

street improvement in the Roosevelt Bridge area:  7th Avenue SE (4th Street to 9th 

Street), 6th Street SE (6th Avenue to 8th Avenue), and 8th Street SE (6th Avenue to 8th 

Avenue), Project 9-A-11.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Project 6-A-11. 
We report that the improvements are feasible. 

 

Woodson School Area 

 

13th Avenue SE consists of concrete pavement with curb & gutter at a width of 30 feet, 5th Street 

consists of asphalt pavement with curb & gutter at a width of 36 feet and 15th Avenue consists of 

asphalt pavement with curb & gutter on the south side at a total width of 31 feet.  The current 

pavements were constructed in the early 60’s and are classified as local/residential roadways.  

The proposed project will consist of the following: 

13
th

 Avenue SE 

7) Patch work replacement of the existing pavement just east of the 4th St. intersection and 

replacement of the 5th St. intersection. 

5th Street SE 

1) Remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace with 4.5” of asphalt pavement and 6” of 

aggregate base.  

2) The existing curb & gutter will remain in place with only patch work repairs  

15th Avenue SE 

1) Remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace with 4.5” of asphalt pavement and 6” of 

aggregate base. 

2) Construct new curb & gutter at a width of 36 feet. 

 

 

 

All 

1) Upgrade the drainage infrastructure, which will include installing new catch basins, laterals 

and mains.  A tile system will also be installed to improve subsurface drainage. 

2) The sanitary sewer will be inspected to determine any necessary repairs.   

3) Provide handicap accessible intersections and upgrade existing deficient sidewalk. 

4) Austin Utilities will have water main replacement on 5th Street & 15th Avenue. 

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 
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 Woodson School Area    $ 275,000 

   

The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Assessment Bonds    $ 225,000 

 WWTP Fund 61    $   15,000 

 Storm Water Utility District Fund 67  $   35,000 

 

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

 

Mr. Lang stated that there are time constraints with this project with it being near 

Woodson School.  Considerations will be added to the project including the school’s bus 

drop zone.   

 

Council Member McAlister confirmed with Mr. Lang that 13
th

 Avenue would be closed 

but that appropriate signage would be used. The project is anticipated to run from mid 

June to mid August.   

 

Council Member Enright questioned when the WWTP Fund 61 and Storm Water Utility 

District Fund 67 are used.  Mr. Lang said the WWTP funds are used for sanitary sewer 

repairs while the Storm Water Utility District funds are used for catch basins and laterals 

and mains. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution receiving a feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 22, 2011 for 

street improvement in the Woodson School area:  13
th

 Avenue SE (4
th

 Street to 5
th

 

Street), 15
th

 Street SE (13
th

 Avenue to 15
th

 Avenue), and 15
th

 Avenue SE (5
th

 Street to 6
th

 

Street), Project 6-A-11.   

 

Project 8-A-11. 
We report that the improvements are feasible. 

 

14th Avenue SE (8th St. to IC&E RR) 

 

14th Street SE is an asphalt street urban design with curb & gutter at a width of 30 feet.  The 

existing pavement was constructed in the late 60’s and the street is classified as local/residential 

roadway.  The proposed project will consist of the following: 

 

1) Remove the existing asphalt pavement and replace with 4.5” of asphalt pavement, 6” of 

aggregate base. 

2) The existing curb & gutter will remain in place with patch work repairs. 

3) Minimal ditch cleaning will be completed to improve drainage at the RR as necessary. 

4) The sanitary sewer main will be inspected to determine any necessary repairs. 

5) Upgrade existing deficient sidewalk. 

6) Austin Utilities will replace the water main the entire length of the project.   

 

The estimated costs are as follows: 

 14th Avenue SE     $ 50,000 
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The total estimated costs would be funded as follows: 

 Assessment Bonds    $ 50,000 

 

Abutting property owners would be assessed based on the City’s assessment policy.  

  

Mr. Lang noted that this is a small section of 14
th

 Avenue which will likely be tied into 

the Woodson School area project. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution to receive the feasibility report and calling a hearing for February 22, 2011 for 

street improvement on 14
th

 Avenue SE (8
th

 Street to RR), Project 8-A-11.   

 

In December 2010, Council approved a resolution for setting wage rates for temporary 

and seasonal positions.  The resolution is requested to be amended to adjust the pay rate 

for crossing guards.  City Administrator Jim Hurm noted that with the current school 

crossing guard arrangement, the School District is paying for the crossing guards.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a 

resolution amending Resolution No. 13923, to include an increase wage rate for school 

crossing guards.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

An adjustment to the 2010 budget has been requested by Park & Rec Director Kim 

Underwood for replacements and upgrades for the municipal pool.  The replacement of 

the main pool boiler, the chlorinator pumps and refinishing the diving boards was 

included in the 2010 budget.  In December the Park & Rec Board approved the 

replacement of the pool heater.  The project will be completed by May 15, 2011, 

requiring a budget carryover. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution approving Budget Adjustment #1.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

Findings of Fact relating to liquor license violation of Austin Liquor.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution granting 3.2 beer license renewal for Kevin Soiney, George’s Pizza.  7-0.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution granting 3.2 beer off-sale and Sunday hard liquor renewal for Fraternal Order 

of Eagles.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Reports: 

 

Council Member Austin welcomed the two new council members, Roger Boughton and 

Judy Enright.   



  Minutes of  1-3-11 

 

 

   

 10 

 

Council Member McAlister questioned the citizen who complained about the snow 

shoveling issue.  Mr. Erichson said sidewalks are investigated by complaint.  When a 

complaint is received, staff will investigate and take a picture.  If the resident is in 

violation, they will be charged 50¢ per linear foot for snow shoveling by a contractor, of 

which 35¢/LF goes to the contractor.  If the bill is not paid, there will be an assessment 

hearing and the amount then goes on taxes for one year.  This will be discussed again at 

the work session after this meeting.  

 

Council Member Clennon and Council Member-at-Large Anderson welcomed the two 

new council members.  Council Member-at-Large Anderson thanked the outgoing 

council members, Dick Pacholl and John Martin, for their service. 

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson gave an open invitation to hear featured guest author 

Cary Griffith, who will speak about his book, Opening Goliath: Danger and Discovery in 

Caving. This event is scheduled for Thursday, January 20 at 6:00 pm.  Also, people are 

invited to submit their poetry to SELCO headquarters for possible publication 

 

Mayor Stiehm welcomed the new and old council members.  This will be a busy year and 

will call for everyone working together. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the 

meeting to January 18, 2011. 

 

Adjourned:  6:17 pm    

  

Approved:   January 18, 2011   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

http://www.caryjgriffith.com/

