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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 15, 2011 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Brian McAlister, 

Steve King, Roger Boughton, Judy Enright and Marian Clennon. 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson.   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None  

         

STAFF PRESENT:  Tom Dankert, Jim Hurm, Jeanne Howatt, Craig Hoium, Jon 

Erichson, Craig Byram, Mickey Healey, Ann Hokanson, Kim 

Underwood, and Brian Krueger.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald. Matt Simonson.  Justin 

Hanson, Soil & Water Conservation District.  John O’Rourke, 

Hormel Foundation.  Marv Repinski. Public. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda: A resolution setting a public hearing for September 6 for final plat 

approval for Dobbins Creek Addition. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Austin, adopting the agenda as amended.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving the 

minutes of August 1, 2011.  Carried. 

 

Matt Simonson spoke to Council about its policy of “taking from the poor and giving to the 

rich.” 

 

Justin Hanson from the Soil & Water Conservation District presented the Outstanding 

Conservationist Award for Mower County to the Park & Rec Department and the Nature Center.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Excavation:  Tru Green Irrigation, Lyle, MN 

 Exempt Gambling (raffle): Austin Youth Hockey @ Riverside Arena, Jan. 1, 2012 

 Temporary Food:  Superfresh Produce, Inc, Riverland, Sept 10 (Re-Fest) 

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Finance Report and Investments 
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Carried. 

 

Council is requested to approve the Hormel Foundation grant applications.  John O’Rourke, the 

City representative on the Hormel Foundation, spoke to Council.  He told Council that he 

thought the Foundation could provide for all of the requests this year as the sum of the 

submissions is close to what was donated last year.  The City will also serve as the conduit for an 

application for the AMCAT work route in the amount of $10,000.  Mayor Stiehm thanked Mr. 

O’Rourke and said the city is very fortunate to have the Foundation. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the grant submissions in order of council priority.  The requests are as follows: 

 

 a) J.C. Hormel Nature Center Chevy Astro van $36,118 

 b) J.C. Hormel Nature Center Environmental education $29,942 

 c) Main Street Project Inc. Downtown revitalization $100,000  

 d) Austin Police Department SIRT equipment $24,750 

 e) Austin Fire Department Smoke detectors, laptop, Sparky costume $6,600 

 f) Public Works Department Upgraded historical signage $10,000 

 g) Human Rights Commission Community education $16,500 

 h) Austin Public Library Children’s summer reading program $8,000 

 i) Parks & Rec  Water slide replacement  $40,000 

    (Total requested commitment of 

    $200,000 over five years.) 

 j) Administration  GreenStep program $12,000 

 k) Public Works Department Cedar River dam plaza $40,000 

 l) Austin Public Library Six Early Literacy Stations $17,160  

Total requested for 2012   $341,070 

2011 Foundation grants received  $326,452 

*AMCAT (submitted separately) Dialysis route $10,000 

Carried. 

 

The City has received the annual letter of agreement from the Austin School District to 

reimburse officers for the school liaison program.  The School District has agreed to increase the 

reimbursement pay to 83% of salaries and benefits of the two positions, which more closely 

matches the time spent by the officers in the schools. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving the agreement.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

An agreement has been reached with SKB Landfill Inc. who are looking to discharge 

approximately 2.5 million gallons per year of leachate to the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  The 

agreement includes a conversion of their landfill to a lined landfill, which would be beneficial for 

the region.  An Individual Control Mechanism has been developed by the City of Austin 

establishing pollutant level limits for all leachate, establishing flow limits, identifying prohibited 

wastes, and establishing fees.  The estimated revenue to the City of Austin based on two million 

gallons per year would be approximately $8500 per year.  Public Works Director Jon Erichson 

said SKB did want the agreement to automatically be extended if no violations had occurred, but 
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this was not agreed to upon the advisement of City Attorney David Hoversten.  Mr. Erichson 

added that he did not know of any agreements that the City has not renewed.  If Council 

approves the agreement, it will be submitted to SKB for their final decision.  He expects that the 

WWTP would then start receiving the leachate in 2012. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution approving the agreement with SKB Environmental Inc.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Due to LGA reduction for 2011, Council is requested to approve another budget adjustment to 

account for the loss.  The total reduction in LGA and Market Value Credit amounts to 

$1,106,812.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving Budget Adjustment #4.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member McAlister, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 1101 12
th

 Avenue NE, Barth property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 814 9
th

 Avenue SW, Nelson property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 307 10
th

 Avenue SW, Huinker property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 810 9
th

 Avenue SW, Fiala property.  Carried. 

 

Council is requested to approve the Fire Department’s participation in the MDA “Fill the Boot” 

campaign.  The campaign would be scheduled for August 24
th

 through the 26
th

 from 3:00-7:00 

pm.  The firefighters would be stationed at the corners of Oakland Avenue West/14
th

 Street, 4
th

 

Street NW/10
th

 Drive and 8
th

 Street NE/8
th

 Avenue. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving 

participation of the firefighters in the MDA campaign.  Carried. 

 

Council is requested to approve a joint powers agreement with the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 

Apprehension for inclusion in the Minnesota Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.  This 

is no cost to the City.  The city attorney has given his approval. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adopting a resolution approving the agreement with the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 

Apprehension for inclusion in the Minnesota Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.  7-0.  

Carried. 
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Council has recently approved the lease extension with Waste Management for operation of the 

Transfer Station.  Council is now requested to approve bids, already identified in the CIP, for the 

operation of the facility.  The informal bids were as follows: 

 

Compactor 

 Sebright Products $99,070.99 

Jimec $142,608.65 

 

Compactor installation 

Joseph Construction $59,455.00 

JD Driver $63,368.00 

AJ Lysne $98,282.00 

 

Scale  

Kennedy Scales $34,189.00  

Fairbanks $38,946.00    .   

 

 

The improvements will cause the Transfer Station to be closed for 2-3 weeks at the end of 

October/beginning of November.  Loads will be directed to the Clarks Grove transfer station.  

Mr. Erichson said he could look into the possibility of using roll offs in the interim, dependent on 

the cost to the city.  The time that the transfer station will be closed is typically a slow time for 

the transfer station.   

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

awarding bids for capital expenditures for the Waste Transfer Station.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

setting a hearing for September 19, 2011 to vacate an easement in Fairview Place Addition.  7-0.  

Carried. 

 

Council is requested to approve a Routine Maintenance Agreement with the State of Minnesota 

for T.H. 105.  The agreement pertains to Oakland Avenue by Kwik Trip west to I-90 and 12th 

Street SW south to the Turtle Creek bridge.  Mr. Erichson noted that upon recommendation from 

Council, he tried to negotiate an increase with MnDOT but was unsuccessful.  Council could 

decline the agreement and let MnDOT take over the maintenance, but he feels the citizens would 

not be best served by that action.  The maintenance includes mowing and plowing.  The City 

would need to subsidize the agreement which is $8,504.66 per year; this is the same rate as last 

year.  The agreement will expire June 30, 2013.  Mr. Erichson noted that MnDOT has indicated 

that there would likely be an increase for the next agreement.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Clennon, adopting a 

resolution approving the Routine Maintenance Agreement for T.H. 105.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Community Development Director Craig Hoium asked Council to make a motion to set a public 

hearing for final plat approval of Dobbins Creek Addition.  This plat was approved but there are 

now minor changes requiring another hearing.  The development includes five single-family 

homes and a storm retention pond.   
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, setting a public 

hearing for September 6.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Clennon attended a board meeting of the Minnesota Women in Government.  

They recapped what happened at the annual LMC meeting and began plans for next year’s 

meeting.  They are also trying to increase their membership. 

 

Council Member Boughton stated that the HRA held a business meeting to discuss employee 

reclassification due to a retirement.  September 25 at 3:30 is the next scheduled meeting. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson said Rotary and the Fire Department is making a donation 

of equipment to a city in Nicaragua.  A delegation of twelve people who are allowed fifty pounds 

each will deliver the equipment to Managua, a community devastated by Hurricane Mitch.  Fire 

Chief Healey stated this is good, serviceable equipment which OSHA will not allow them to use. 

 

A Human Rights speaker, Carl Wilkins, will speak on his book I’m Not Leaving about his 

humanitarian work in Rwanda. 

 

Council Member Austin, representing the Park & Rec Board said the board decided to name the 

annual cross country ski race at the nature center after Kevin & Kyle Dammen. (Kevin Dammen 

died in a kayaking accident this summer.)  Also, the mentorship program at the nature center will 

be named in honor of Kevin Dammen. 

 

The Vision 2020 initiative was started last April and a number of sub committee meetings have 

been held including marketing strategies, report Craig Hoium.  A meeting to summarize the 

planning and put facilitators for the meetings will be held at the Hormel Historic Home on 

August 18.  Then in August and September, they will hold meetings for citizens and an 

informational meeting for the City Council and Planning Commission.  September 28th is the 

date set for a large meeting (250-300 people).  The goal is to improve the community.  One 

thousand ideas will be collected, and then a designated selection committee will come away with 

ten main ideas by March 2012.   

 

Mayor Stiehm attended the CGMC Annual Summer Conference.  Much of the discussion 

revolved around how cities are dealing with the cuts.  The speaker of the house from Lakeville 

talked about the breakdown of the districts and that rural areas don’t have the votes anymore.  

The regional meeting will be held in Chatfield on the 29th. 

 

Mayor Stiehm said donations to the Jackie Graves memorial are at roughly 50%.   

 

Mayor Stiehm noted there will be a National Guard send-off ceremony for approximately 100 

soldiers from the 2/1135 on Thursday, August 18th at 10:00 am at the Austin National Guard 

Armory.  The Yellow Ribbon committee will serve food; we currently have more than enough 

servers, he said.    

 

Marv Repinski said the “coast to coasters” – six men from Austin who are bicycling from coast 

to coast – will be in New Ulm on Thursday evening. They will be in Wabasha on Friday evening. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to September 6, 2011.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:15 pm        

  

Approved:    September 6, 2011    

   

Mayor:            

 

City Recorder:        


