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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 16, 2012 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Brian McAlister, 

Steve King, Roger Boughton, Judy Enright, and Marian Clennon. 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson.   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Tom Dankert, Jon Erichson, Craig Hoium, David Hoversten, Tom 

Schulte, Ann Hokanson, Kim Underwood, and Brian Krueger.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Human Rights Commissioner Kristi Beckman, Ethan Berke and 

Tony Mendez-Morales. Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald.  Matt 

Simonson.  Public.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:  A resolution rescinding Resolution No. 14208 (revision of the Municipal 

State Aid street system), a new resolution approving revising the Municipal State Aid street 

system, a resolution amending the Revolving Loan Fund Guidelines, and a resolution approving 

a loan of up to $100,000 to Ellumilite at 6% interest.  Moved by Council Member Boughton, 

seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving the agenda as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the minutes 

of April 2, 2012.  Carried. 

 

Matt Simonson spoke to Council, saying he believes city government is becoming less for and by 

the people and becoming fascist.  The school system is neglecting to teach kids what fascism is.   

 

The annual Human Rights essay contest awards were announced.  Essays on human rights were 

written by students from Pacelli and Ellis, and all participants received certificates of 

participation.  Human Rights Commissioner Kristi Beckman thanked the teachers for their 

participation.  The winners will now go to the state level.  The essay topic asked students to 

compare and contrast human rights the people in your community enjoy that may not be as 

readily available to students in other areas of the world.  IBI Data and an anonymous donor 

donated Kindles to the winners.  Third prize winner was Ethan Berke, second prize winner was 

Tony Mendez-Morales, and third place winner was Marissa Lund. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Cigarette:  Sudanese Community Intl Market, 501 1
st
 Street NW, Austin 

  Food:  King Buffet, 1801 14
th

 Street NW, Austin 
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  Food:  Sudanese Community Intl Market, 501 1
st
 Street NW, Austin 

  Sign Installer:  Indigo Signworks, Inc., Fargo, ND 

 Claims:  

a. Credit Card Report, Financial and Investment Reports. 

b. Pre list of Bills. 

c. Americo Reyes, 901 2
nd

 Avenue NE.  This claim was forwarded to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

 

Carried. 

 

The City received bids for bituminous material.  This material is used to patch holes and do minor 

paving projects.  One bid was submitted which was up 3.6% from 2011: 

 Bidder   Base Bid  Mileage  Total 

 Ulland Bros. Inc. $285,000/5000 tons (.40)(19.7) = $7.88 $64.88 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid to 

Ulland Bros. Inc.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

The City received the following bids for asphalt emulsion: 

 Bidder     Amount 

 MEIGS    $120,152.62 

 Flint Hill Resources   $133,625.10 

 

The low bid is 7.3% over 2011 amount.  $110,000 has been budgeted.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 

said they will reduce the amount of material to meet the budget.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member McAlister, awarding the bid to 

MEIGS.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

The City received the following bids for residential building abatement. 

 

 Contractor   Amount 

 Safe Air Systems  $3,300.00 

 Asbestrol, Inc.   $5,975.00 

 Mavo Systems, Inc.  $8,420.00 

 

The project will be funded via a DEED grant. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting a 

resolution awarding the bid to Safe Air Systems.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving Findings of Fact relating to the declaration of a dangerous dog and the order for 

destruction.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

authorizing reclassification of the Library Fund Balance.  7-0.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, changing polling 

location for Ward 3, Precinct 1 from Woodson School to the Mower County Senior Center, and 

designating all polling locations.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

City Engineer Jon Erichson discussed three issues regarding traffic control.  The first two items 

have been discussed at a previous work session.  The first is a request from St. Augustine’s for 

the signage on 4
th

 Avenue NW.  This is a point of access for the elementary school on the north 

side.  Mr. Erichson has recommended the installation of a school sign on the corner of 4
th

 

Avenue and in the area between 5
th

 and 6
th

 streets. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the school 

signage.  Carried. 

 

The second consideration is for signage on 18
th

 Street SE between 1
st
 Avenue and 4

th
 Avenue.  

The traffic history and traffic volume have been reviewed.  The recommendation is for a stop 

sign at 18
th

 Street for northbound traffic at the 1
st
 Avenue intersection. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 

signage on 18
th

 Street SE at 1
st
 Avenue.  Carried. 

 

A temporary handicap sign was placed in front of 106 10
th

 Street SW.  The signage was placed to 

accommodate someone who has had surgery and is dependent on others for transportation.  After 

the winter, the sign was removed and a request was received for permanent handicap signage.  

Mr. Erichson noted that they do not typically allow handicap signage on public streets for 

individuals, but he stated that this situation is unique.  The location is on 10
th

 Street SW across 

from McDonald’s where employees often park.  In addition, this is for a rental unit, and the 

driveway is used by the upstairs tenant.  The people providing care have handicap parking 

permits.  Two-hour parking signage was suggested but this would limit the caregivers’ ability for 

assistance.  The recommendation is to approve the signage.  When the renter moves out, they are 

being asked to contact the City so we can remove the sign. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving permanent handicap signage.  Carried. 

 

The City of Austin received a $413,000 DEED grant for the following flood projects: 

1) Low to Moderate Income (LMI) property acquisition 

2) North Main Lift Station 

3) East Side Lake berm 

4) Turtle Creek flood mitigation study 

 

Three LMI parcels of property were acquired.  The City worked with the HRA and has 

successfully completed the relocation of one of those homes to 1509 6
th

 Avenue NW.  The City 

could then sell the home to an LMI-qualified family or identify potential LMI flood properties 

and determine the possibility of trading properties.  A parcel at 312 7
th

 Avenue SE was identified 

under the second option.  The parcel met all the conditions for acquisition, and the property 

owner was interested in trading.   

 

Council Member Clennon questioned the appraised value for the new property.  Mr. Erichson 

said the property had been appraised at approximately $109,000 at its current location.  The 
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property was relocated to 10
th

 Place NE by KAAL.  DEED has reviewed and approved the trade 

and thought it was a novel idea. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution approving the flood property land trade associated with a DEED grant and approving 

an additional $25,000 from Local Option Sales Tax for land trade.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, setting a public 

hearing for May 21, 2012 for Dobbins Creek Estates sanitary sewer.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

The VFW has requested a street closing for its annual car show.  This would involve closing 3
rd

 

Avenue from the Mower County Senior Center to 2
nd

 Street and the east half of 2
nd

 Street from 

3
rd

 Avenue to 4
th

 Avenue.  The event is scheduled for May 19.   

 

Council Member Clennon said Council did not have to approve these actions according to the 

city attorney.  City Attorney David Hoversten said that was true, only that the City was to be 

notified, but it is just as easy for official approval.  Mayor Stiehm added that it is also nice that 

the media is informed. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the street 

closing.  Carried. 

 

The City entered into a contract with SEH for engineering services for the North Main flood 

control project.  Seven additional services have been added to the original scope of the project: 

1. Storm Sewer Design Modifications to include private storm sewers 

2. Incorporate EDA Construction Grant Requirements into plans and specifications. These 

need to be incorporated to qualify for $5,000,000 grant. 

3. New signal and intersection layout at North Main & 8
th

 Ave. Required due to Main Street 

being raised. 

4. Flood Wall Design Modifications – started with solid wall and have gone through a series 

of modifications that have resulted in an upgraded wall design. 

5. Sinclair site design options 

6. R & F Apartment Wall Design – original concept was to acquire apartment complex. 

Property owners did not want to sell so wall has been designed to protect. 

7. Design evaluations to address potential Cedar River Watershed rules. 

 

  The cost to provide these services is as follows: 

 Phase 4,5,6  $56,150.00 

 Phase 3   $63,685.00 

 

Council Member Clennon asked if the CRWD rules need to be followed.  Mr. Erichson said a 

Memo of Understanding between the CRWD and the City provides that the rules would not 

apply to the North Main flood control project.  The rules were waived provided the project is 

accomplished within a certain timeframe. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving additional engineering services for North Main flood mitigation.  7-0.  

Carried. 
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The Park & Rec Board has recommended the sale of the following at the May 26
th

 police 

auction: 

 1997 Astro van 

 1986 Cushman  

 Used air compressor 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright approving the sale of 

Park & Rec surplus property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1107 17
th

 Avenue NE, Neitzell property.  Carried. 

 

Council approved an application for a DNR Community Forest Bonding Grant in January.  The 

grant was approved in the amount of $25,000 for planting Minnesota native trees.  They will be 

planted at Todd, Wildwood, and Kaufman parks.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

accepting the DNR Community Forest Bonding Grant.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

In a March 5
th

 resolution designating the Municipal State Aid street system, a mistake was made 

on the direction of a section to be removed.  The resolution should be rescinded. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, rescinding Resolution 

No. 14208.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

designating the Municipal State Aid street system (corrected from March 5
th

 resolution).  7-0.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, amending 

the Revolving Loan Fund Guidelines.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving a loan of up 

to $100,000 to Ellumilite at 6% interest.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Clennon thanked everyone who attended the last Coffee with the Council held 

at the Coffee House on Main.  More people attended this second meeting, and it was a great 

discussion.  She said people have thanked the Council for setting up this forum.  She invited 

everyone to next month’s Coffee on May 12 at the Senior Center. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson congratulated the Austin Bruins on making it into the play-

offs.  The next game is Friday, April 27.  Also, the follow-up meeting for Community 

Conversations will be held Wednesday, April 25 at the library. 

 

Council Member King congratulated the students who won the Human Rights Essay Contest. 
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Council Member Austin attended the last Park & Rec meeting.  The Board approved the 

application for a grant, and selling items at the next auction – both items which were approved 

by Council tonight.  Also, the Marcusen Park group has plans for improvements at the park, and 

the Board approved those improvements.  Council Member Austin recognized Shelley LeTendre 

who participated and completed the recent Boston Marathon. 

 

Council Member McAlister asked about the recent question on curb cuts.  Mr. Erichson said he 

could report on this at a work session.  Curb cuts are dealt with as part of the street improvement 

projects and ADA curb-compliancy.  They are also addressed by special request for small, 

isolated areas as part of the concrete replacement program.  Each curb cut is $1000 to $1500. 

 

Community Development Director Craig Hoium invited Council to the Vision 2020 meeting to 

be held Wednesday, April 18 at 5:30 at the Hormel Historic Home.  The ten ideas for the 

program will be revealed. 

 

Tom Schulte reported that the Fire Department recently performed prescribed burns on 40+ acres 

at the Nature Center.  They should help with re-growth of native grasses and wildflowers.   Also, 

live fire training was held behind Ellis Middle School on the church property. There were 25 live 

fires over three days.  Eighty-eight firefighters from the surrounding area attended the training.  

He thanked Lee Hanson for his help.  Also, last week they attended a pre-build meeting in Ohio 

with the company who is building the new fire truck. Significant upgrades are being made to the 

truck at no cost.  The truck should be ready by year-end. 

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson announced a Minneapolis guitar quartet will be performing at 

the library on Friday, April 20 at 7:00 pm.  They are considered one of the world’s best guitar 

quartets.  The book sale is April 27 and 28.  Saloma Furlong, an author from Ohio will speak on 

May 3
rd

.  The name of her book is Why I Left the Amish. 

 

Park & Rec Director Kim Underwood reminded everyone that Community Pride Day is April 28 

from 9:00 am to noon.   

 

Mayor Stiehm noted he signed a proclamation for Poppy Day.  On April 28 at 11:00 am, an 

unveiling of the gravestone for Jackie Graves, the world-renowned boxer, will be held at 

Oakwood Cemetery. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to May 7, 2012.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:   6:27 pm   

  

Approved:    May 7, 2012   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       

 


