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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 June 4, 2012 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Brian McAlister, Jeff Austin,  

Steve King, Roger Boughton, Judy Enright, Marian Clennon and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson.   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

         

STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Hurm, Jeanne Howatt, Craig Hoium, Jon Erichson, David 

Hoversten, Mickey Healey, Kim Underwood, Brian Krueger.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald.  Sandy Forstner.  Public. 

 

 

 

Added to the agenda:  a motion authorizing Aviation Specialties, Inc. to fly over the City of 

Austin for mosquito control, and a motion approving the sale of two trucks.   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

The minutes of April 16, 2012 were amended to include a second that was inadvertently missing, 

and the correction of another second. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

approving the minutes of May 21, 2012.  Carried. 

 

Bradley Peterson from the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities gave a verbal update on past 

year’s activities. 

 

Mayor Stiehm recognized Park & Rec Director Kim Underwood for receiving the Women in 

City Government award from the League of Minnesota Cities.  Ms. Underwood was nominated 

by Council Member Roger Boughton. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the Consent 

Agenda as follows: 

 

 Licenses: 

  Food:  Ole Barn Foods LLC, dba Napoli Chocolate, 1301 18
th

 Avenue NW, Austin 

 Claims: 

 Pre-list of bills.   

 

Carried. 
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The City received bids for mosquito spraying.  More’s Ag Center, who has sprayed for 

mosquitoes for several years for Austin, is not doing mosquito spraying this year.  The lone bid 

came from Mosquito Control of Iowa at $12,500 for three applications.  Each additional 

application would be $6500.  The bid is for either ground or aerial spraying.  Added to the cost 

this year is a fee for permitting.  That cost is $1240.  City Engineer Jon Erichson said the cost is 

over budget by about $1700, not including the permitting cost.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, awarding the bid to 

Mosquito Control of Iowa.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

calling a public hearing for July 2, 2012 to assess G&R Truck Wash for unpaid bills.  7-0.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

setting a public hearing for July 2, 2012 on sanitary sewer improvement for Dobbins Creek 

Estates Addition.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving requests 

for city services and use of city property in connection with Freedom Fest June 30 –July 4.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

amending travel policy.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving Performance Measurements goals for 2012.  The exhibit for the resolution was 

amended to include just the good/excellent ratings for 2011.  Council has set a goal of increasing 

survey participation from 110 to 300 for 2012.  Council has also set a goal of increasing or 

maintaining the percentages of excellent and good ratings.  6-1. Council Member Clennon voted 

nay, saying she thought we could do much better. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving the 

Complete Streets Policy.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the 2012 

budget process.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

setting a hearing for June 18, 2012 for Dobbins Creek Estates final plat.  7-0.  Carried. 

 

Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Sandy Forstner said the Downtown Association has 

disbanded.  Now a committee of the Chamber, the Downtown Retailers Committee, requests the 

annual closing of Main Street for the Downtown Flea Market and Rummage Sale on Saturday, 

June 16 from 9:00 to 3:00.   

 

Fire Chief Mickey Healey said he would like to have a 10-foot access down the middle of the 

street for emergency access.  Mr. Forstner said he would advise the participants. 
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Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the street closing for June 16.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 505 5
th

 Avenue NW, New Age property.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 600 2
nd

 Avenue SW, Rodriguez & Vargas property. Carried. 

 

Mosquito Control of Iowa requests formal authorization for an aviation company to fly over 

Austin Aviation Specialties, Inc. to fly over Austin to spray. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, 

authorizing Aviation Specialties, Inc. to fly over Austin.  Carried. 

 

The Public Works Department has replaced a 1986 International sewer maintenance truck and a 

1987 International sludge truck and requests authorization to sell the equipment. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing the sale of 

the equipment noted above.   Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Clennon volunteered at the Darren Dash, a half-marathon benefit.  Council 

Member Clennon commented that she saw many people walking their leashed dogs around Mill 

Pond.  Council Member Clennon gave interviews for the 8
th

 graders at Ellis, as did Mr. Hurm.  

Council Member Clennon announced the CAB event, ‘Take it to the Streets’.  She received a call 

from a citizen regarding a request to extend service on utilities; she noted that council members 

cannot help in that area.  Council Member Clennon thanked the League of Minnesota Cities for 

naming her vice chair of their Delivery Services Policy Committee.  She questioned Mr. 

Erichson about a flood house that was removed in her neighborhood, and he confirmed that there 

is not a parking lot going in at that location.  Council Member Clennon questioned Mr. Erichson 

about the NE annexation sanitary sewer objections.  Mr. Erichson said an informational meeting 

has been scheduled for June 11.  Those residents who have objected will be receiving notices of 

that meeting. 

 

Council Member Enright attended the AMCAT quarterly meeting. Ridership is down slightly.  

She reminded citizens of the free community electronics collection event this Saturday from 9:00 

to 2:00 at the fairgrounds.   

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson said the City via the Sustainability Taskforce applied for a 

grant from Envision Minnesota for technical assistance for an expanded bike/walk trail system; 

we were selected to receive that grant.  A conference call is scheduled for June 11 to learn more 

about the grant.  She encouraged citizens to attend the June 11 Coffee with the Council at 

Gymocha from 9:00-10:00 am.  On August 25 and 26, the Austin ArtWorks Festival will take 

place at the decommissioned power plant.  There will be activities inside and out. 
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Park & Rec Director Kim Underwood said the pool will open June 11 at 1:00 pm.  Park & Rec is 

still taking registrations for summer programs. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to June 18, 2012. 

 

Adjourned:  6:28 pm    

  

Approved:   June 18, 2012    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


