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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

July 16, 2012 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Jeff Austin, Brian McAlister, 

Steve King, Roger Boughton, Judy Enright, and Marian Clennon. 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson.   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

         

STAFF PRESENT: Tom Dankert, Jon Erichson, Steven Lang, Craig Hoium, David 

Hoversten, Ann Hokanson, Mickey Healey, and Brian Krueger.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald.  Austin Post Bulletin. Matt Simonson. Bonnie 

Lee. Linda Baier.  Mike Schuster, Lyndon Leining, Bob Allen, 

Barb Langan, Meshetnaglee Robe Parnett, Helen Gardner, Jim 

Davis, James Jorgenson, Janice Jorgenson, Rose Scrock. Public.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the Consent Agenda. A temporary liquor license for Mower County Agricultural 

Society at Mower County Fairgrounds, Aug. 8-11. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Boughton, 

approving the minutes of July 2, 2012.  Carried. 

 

Matt Simsonson spoke to Council regarding concerns for human and civil rights and less respect 

for constitutional rights. Mr. Simonson passed out information on the damaging effects of 

fluoridated drinking water.    

 

Bonnie Lee presented her City art purchase award. The painting is titled “Ye Olde Opera 

House.”   It is taken from a picture of the old opera house.  

 

Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation for Relay for Life week which is July 30 – August 4. The 

annual Relay for Life fundraising benefit will be held August 4 and 5 at the Bandshell.  

Approximately 3000 luminaries were lit last year in honor of cancer survivors, those with cancer 

and those who have lost their lives to cancer.  More information can be found on their website: 

www.mowercountyrelayforlife.org. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, approving the 

consent agenda as follows: 

 Concrete:  Komitt Concrete Inc., Eyota, MN 

 Concrete: Hill Concrete & Masonry, Lyle, MN 
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 Food: A R Grocery, 1000 4
th

 Avenue NE, Austin 

 Food-Mobile: Mimi’s Cones, Rodrigo Ramirez 

 Sign Installer:  Innovative Signs, 801 19
th

 Street SW, Austin, MN  55912  

 Tattoo Establishment:  Ivy’s Ink Tattoo & Apparel, 111 11
th

 Avenue NE, Austin 

 Temporary Food: Relay for Life of Mower Co, Veterans Pavilion, August 4&5 

 Temporary Liquor: Austin Jaycees @ Mower County Fairgrounds, August 25 

 Food-Mobile: Piggy Blue’s Bar-B-Que 

 Temporary 3.2 Beer: Mower County Agricultural Society, Mower County Fairgrounds,  

 August 7-12  

 Temporary Liquor, Mower County Agricultural Society, Mower County 

Fairgrounds, August 8-11 

*Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Finance Report and Investments 

c. Martin Fox.  This claim was forwarded to the city attorney to protect the city’s 

interest. 

d. Kenneth Erickson. This claim was forwarded to the city attorney to protect the city’s 

interest. 

e. Gareth Hataye. This claim was forwarded to the city attorney to protect the city’s 

interest. 

 

Carried. 

 

Hormel Foods Corporation is holding grand opening celebration on July 28 to thank employees, 

to celebrate the 75
th

 birthday of SPAM, and to hold an open house of the corporate office 

expansion. The Temptations have been invited. Employees and public will be asked to park at 

the Oak Park Mall and will be bused in. Joan Hansen, representative for Hormel, asked for 

permission to restrict parking on both sides of the street on 16
th

 Avenue NE, 4
th

 Street NE, 17
th

 

Avenue NE, and 3
rd

 Street NE by the corporate office for use as a bus route. One-sided parking 

would be limited in the remaining streets in the Wildwood Park neighborhood and only local 

traffic would be allowed.  

 

Council Member Clennon said she passed out notices on the event and one neighbor had a 

concern regarding parking. Ms. Hansen said notices will be sent to the neighborhood this week. 

The event will only be between 4:00 and 8:00 pm, but residents in those areas would have 

parking limitations. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving request 

for signage and limited parking relating to a celebration on the Hormel Foods corporate grounds 

on July 28. 6-1. Carried. Council Member Clennon voted nay. 

 

The City received bids for a vertical reciprocating conveyer (non-person elevator) at the WWTP. 

This would be cheaper than an elector as it is needed for freight and daily samples. Public Works 

Director Jon Erichson said this has been budgeted for $75,000. One bid was received from 

Bernie’s Equipment Co., Holmen, WI for $98,262.11.  

 

Council Member Clennon asked how many bids were sent, to which Mr. Erichson said five, and 

one was to an advertising agency. 
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Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a 

resolution awarding the bid to Bernie’s Equipment Co. 7-0. Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held on assessments for the NE Austin annexation area sanitary sewer, 

Project 1-B-07.  

 

Approximately 25% of the property owners who were assessed in 2010 for their sanitary sewer 

objected to their proposed assessments. The City then hired an appraiser, Robinson Appraisers, 

who performed appraisals on some undeveloped parcels, developed parcels with compliant 

systems, and developed parcels that had noncompliant systems. Public Works Director Jon 

Erichson said the City used the city policy for assessing. We reviewed large parcels – those that 

have the potential to be built upon – and considered size of property, property footage, area size, 

geographical features, neighborhood characteristics and existing land uses  Undeveloped or 

vacant property would be deferred for five years, those with compliant systems would be 

deferred for five years, and those outside the city limits would be deferred. On June 11, the City 

held an information meeting for the property owners to be assessed at tonight’s hearing. This 

information was reviewed at the next work session. Several objections have been received for 

tonight’s hearing. The property owners and their addresses that have filed objections are listed 

below. 

 

Robert & Suzzane Allen, 1300 30th Ave. NE 

Michael H. Berndt, 3003 7th St. NE 

Michael H. Berndt, 3005 7th St. NE 

Nathan L. Conner etal, 807 38th Ave NE 

James L. & Vickie L. Davis, 700 27th Ave. NE 

Raymond R. & Kathy Ellis, 1211 28th Ave. NE 

Raymond R. & Kathy Ellis, 1209 28th Ave. NE 

Raymond R. & Kathy Ellis, 1207 28th Ave. NE 

Helen Gardner, 3003 11th St. NE 

Edward P. Gerhart etux, 3802 4th St. NE 

Mark E. & Teresa Hanson, 3400 4th St. NE 

Dianne M. Hinton, 2904 11th St NE 

John S. Howe, 1210 30th Ave. NE 

Lorri L. Hultgren, 1301 28th Ave. NE 

Geneva I. Johnson Trust, 3004 11th St. NE 

Michael & Pam Johnson, 812 38th Ave. NE 

Minda Jorgenson, 1301 30th Ave. NE 

Roger O. & Janice S. Jorgenson, 2906 11th St. NE 

Richard A. & Diane Kiker, 602 30th Ave. NE 

Richard A. & Diane Kiker, 600 30th Ave. NE 

Michael C. Koch etux, 1301/1303 33rd Dr. NE 

Michael Koch, 1300 34th Dr. NE 

Jason M. & Susan Korfhage, 3306 11th St. NE 

Jason M. & Susan Korfhage, 3306 11th St. NE 

David M. Krachmer, 1302 30th Ave. NE 

Robert Langan Testament Trust, 3307 11th St. NE 

Robert Langan Testament Trust, 3307 11th St. NE 

Lyndon R. Leining etux, 605/701 27th Ave NE 

Philip A. & Kelly S. Meyer, 2902 11th St. NE 
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Terry L. & Theresa A. Miller, 3104 4th St NE 

James & Phyllis Rasmussen, 804 38th Ave. NE 

Kathy Scabby Robe Parnett, 1405 28th Ave. NE 

Meshetnaglee S. Robe Parnett & Kathy Scabby Robe Parnett, 1401 28th Ave. NE 

Larry D. Rosecke, 801 38th Ave NE 

Christopher S. & Tracie L. Sauer, 601 29th Ave. NE 

James D. & Jean Sauer, 600 38th Ave. NE 

Michael E. & Debra Schuster, 601/603 27th Ave. NE 

Rose Srock, 1201 28th Ave. NE 

Carlton & Muriel Thomson Trust, 1303 30th Ave. NE 

Carlton & Muriel Thomson Trust, 1208 30th Ave. NE 

Carlton & Muriel Thomson Trust, 1206 30th Ave. NE 

David H. Unverzagt etux, 604 38th Ave. NE 

Jeffery A. Wilhelmi, 3303 12th St. NE 

 

Council is requested to approve resolutions declaring the cost of the assessment - $15,000 per 

parcel ($16,500 for low pressure), approve assessments on non-deferred property, and approve 

assessments on the deferred property (those with compliant systems and vacant property). 

 

Mayor Stiehm said Council would take questions from the public, but only pertaining to the 

assessments.   

 

Mike Schuster, 503 27
th

 Avenue NE, said he is being assessed for two lots next to him, though he 

said they were bought as one parcel. He has not filed an objection yet. He said the existing septic 

system goes into those two lots. He said it is hard for him to understand the $15,000 increase, 

especially since he’s not going to get city water.  Mr. Schuster said there are other assessors 

saying the sewer won’t increase the value, though these assessors won’t speak out as they have 

“conflicting interests with the City.” He said at one time they were told they couldn’t drill a well. 

Now they say we can so no one knows. Mr. Schuster was told they would have to go to the 

County for permission. But the State referred him to speak to a licensed well driller who said he 

needs to have it approved by the County. A well driller told Mr. Schuster he would need to drill 

350 feet down which would be an additional $13,000 to $15,000.  This is added to the $15,000 

assessment. And because they are so close to the voltage wires, they would have to place their 

well almost into the street. He was also told if they dig a well, they would have to dig up the 

septic system.  Those are additional costs, he noted. In addition a storage shed is partially on the 

property so they would have to move the storage shed. He said no way with all these costs that 

the lot would be worth $35,000 or $40,000.  Mr. Schuster said they have no intentions to sell.  

He said eventually the property would be sold at some time, and maybe the City could charge 

then.  But he argued that the City needs to evaluate this policy.  Noting that the assessment not 

objected to was $15,590 (he has paid that amount for his lot that has his home on it), he asked if 

the City would rebate those who have already paid. He noted that the three years offered will not 

come close to deferring. Mr. Schuster said he just had a problem with his being charged for his 

vacant lot and said the City should really look into this policy. “If the City provided water, it 

would be altogether different.” 

 

Mayor Stiehm confirmed with City Attorney David Hoversten that the objections must be 

received at the hearing. 
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Mr. Erichson said the Schusters own Lots 8 through 13 with a total of 560 feet of frontage. He 

compared this to a typical 85-100 foot frontage.  Of those parcels, the City is assessing only two 

as some of the property is not buildable.    

 

Lyndon Leining, 703 27
th

 Avenue NE, said after he bought his land, the value was cut in half due 

to some high voltage lines placed overhead for which he said he had no say. The lots were cheap; 

his cost $1500. He agreed with the original concept that the project cost would be divided among 

the property owners.  But now the people with fairly big yards are being assessed $32,000.  Mr. 

Leining said he had heard the City had looked for some assistance but found that the average 

income was too high. He said he doubted they looked at those average incomes for Ramsey and 

Royal Manor residents.  Mr. Leining said now the residents in Woodhaven (referring to some 

residents who wanted the sanitary sewer and who do not have the large lots) got the best deal, 

and they’re the richest. He said this might be legal, but that the City should consider the moral 

aspect.  A normal lot, normal homestead shouldn’t have to pay twice as much. He reminded 

Council that that neighborhood is under 270 v lines. Realistically, he said, they shouldn’t be 

assessed at all because they’re homesteaded.  He probably will not have anything on his property 

other than one home.  He reminded Council that this was a failed development; nobody wanted 

them. 

 

Bob Allen, who lives in Mapleview but owns land at 1300 30
th

 Avenue NE, said his property is 

not even worth $15,000 and contended the assessment is illegal. He said the City cannot assess 

more than what it will increase the resale value of the property.  He said he would take this to 

Supreme Court if need be, and it will cost the City over $1.5 million.  

 

Barb Langan. 3307 11
th

 Street NE said she has talked to an attorney who said this would increase 

her property about $10,000.  She stated that with the assessment, she would need to close her 

business because she won’t have the money. 

 

Jon Erichson noted that citizens have the option of using the senior deferral.   

 

Meshetnaglee Robe Parnett stated, for the record, that he is being notified for 1401 and 1405 28
th

 

Avenue NE when his property is actually just 1401. The property was combined a couple of 

years ago, and he said the County has it on record that it is one parcel. 

 

Helen Gardner, who has property at 303 11
th

 Street NE, stated the value is $66,200, and now the 

City wants $30,000 for sewer. She asked how she could get any money out of her property if it 

increases by $30,000.  She stated she has a friend who is a realtor who has said the value would 

never increase by that much. 

 

Mayor Stiehm acknowledged that the assessments are not fair across the board, but that the City 

has tried to be as fair as possible. 

 

Jim Davis, 700 27
th

 Avenue NE, reminded Council of the law which states that it has to increase 

the value of the property by the amount of the assessment.  He said his wife talked to the most 

prominent realtor in town who said the value wouldn’t increase by one dime while, he said, in 

his mind his value has gone down because of the assessment payment and the fact that now there 

are zoning codes and building codes which prevent him from constructing anything larger than 

1000 square feet.  He stated the real estate agent does not want to be involved, but he could be 

subpoenaed. 
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James Jorgenson, 1301 30
th

 Avenue NE, stated he had a problem with the “blanket appraisal”, 

noting there are some trailers, some properties that are falling down, yet all are being assessed 

$15,000 or more. He said most of them are just barely hanging on. He said he has $1000 in 

medical bills each month and is living on social security. He contended that each property should 

be assessed individually if indeed the property value is raised. 

 

Janice Jorgenson, 2906 11
th

 Street NE, stated that when the County widened the street, the 

County paid them $12.  Now the City wants $15,000 for this so she does not see the equity. They 

have ¾ acre of land. She can’t see that the property has the same value that the City is asking 

them to pay.  

 

Rose Schrock. 1201 28
th

 Avenue NE, provided a hand out for Council which, she said, was a 

copy of the law. 

 

Council Member McAlister clarified with Mr. Erichson on the purpose of the meeting.  He stated 

that the $15,000 ($16,500 for low pressure properties) is the best the City could offer.  Council 

Member McAlister stated that if people are still unhappy after the assessments are approved by 

Council, their option after tonight’s meeting is to appeal to District Court in which they could 

make their argument on how much their property value has increased,  the number of lots that 

were created, etc. The courts would then have the power to make a determination. Mr. Hoversten 

affirmed this statement. When questioned by someone from the audience, Mr. Hoversten said he 

believed the Minnesota Supreme Court would be the last venue to hear the case.  

 

Jim Davis stated that it was the objectors’ feeling that these proceedings are illegal under the 

State of Minnesota. He said there would be court costs and other damages incurred that would be 

owed to them. So it is not just a matter of being a decision by a court, he said. Mayor Stiehm said 

he believed these proceedings are not illegal unless the court rules they are illegal.  

 

Barb Langan noted that the City had six appraisals done but the objectors have never seen what 

they were appraised at.  Mr. Erichson said that the City determined that information should be 

between the City and the property owner. He added that those six property owners did receive 

their appraisal reports. 

 

Roger Jorgeson said he did not know if his property was appraised, but supposedly it was. He 

asked how the appraisers could perform an appraisal and then ask if they had sewer. Mr. 

Erichson said their property was used, and over all, it was found that the value of the sewer was 

consistent over all three categories.  Mrs. Jorgenson said that the assessor who called was under 

the impression that they were hooked up and therefore did not use their property. 

 

No other comments were made. 

 

Moved by Council Member McAlister, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a 

resolution declaring the cost to be assessed and ordering the preparation of the proposed 

assessments for the NE Austin annexation area sanitary sewer, Project 1-B-07 (objected 

assessments). 5-2. Carried. Council Members Clennon and Enright voted nay. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving assessments for objected parcels for the NE Austin annexation area sanitary sewer, 

Project 1-B-07. 5-2. Carried. Council Members Clennon and Enright voted nay. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving deferred assessments to be filed with the County Recorder for objected assessments 

for the NE Austin annexation area sanitary sewer, Project 1-B-07. 5-2. Carried. Council 

Members Clennon and Enright voted nay. 

 

A hearing was held on an appeal to a declaration of a dangerous dog, requested by David 

Davenport.   

 

City Attorney David Hoversten stated Council will hear an appeal to a declaration of a dangerous 

dog. According to City Code 10.10 Subd. 20(c), Council will need to determine if the dog is 

dangerous. And if they determine the dog to be dangerous, Council will need to either order its 

destruction or order all or some of the requirements of owning dangerous dog as found in Subd 

22. Mr. Hoversten then questioned Officer Ryan Leif who was called to the scene on June 24 at 

Austin Dog Park where Julie Battin’s Chihuahua was killed by a pit bull. Officer Leif stated that 

Ms. Battin has three dogs and initially, they were the only ones there. The dogs were in the large 

area until the pit bull, Bubba, came. At that time Ms. Battin and her dogs moved to the small dog 

area. Initially, Ms. Battin’s German shepherd mix and the pit bull were playing on opposite sides 

of the fence. The pit bull found its way into the small dog area and took the Chihuahua in its 

mouth and violently moved it back and forth. The Chihuahua died at the dog park. The pit bull 

owner, David Davenport, grabbed his dog and went to his van and left.  Mr. Hoversten then 

questioned Officer Rian Jones who was on duty the following morning. Officer Jones talked to 

Mr. Davenport who was at the dog park with his dog. Mr. Davenport was in the large area with 

his dog. Mr. Davenport told him what he observed and what happened. He said he likes to go to 

the dog park in the morning when it is less busy. Mr. Davenport said he was aware there were 

other dogs at the park the prior day. He said he went to clean up a mess made by his dog when he 

heard a young child screaming. Mr. Davenport said his dog wasn’t acting violently but was 

merely putting the dog in its mouth. He said he did not think the Chihuahua was dead. Officer 

Jones questioned Mr. Davenport on why he had left after the incident. Mr. Davenport had said he 

was finished; he wasn’t trying to flee. When asked how his dog entered the small area, Mr. 

Davenport said he was not sure. He had said that perhaps a child had let him in. Officer Jones 

said he found the gate between the large and small area to not be functioning property; it was less 

than adequate. Mr. Hoversten questioned Sgt Joe Milli who on June 25
th

 delivered the dangerous 

dog citation to Mr. Davenport.  Sgt. Milli said he assisted a community service officer in 

securing the dog. He met with a female at the residence who called David Davenport because he 

was not there at the time. He arrived and Sgt. Milli spoke to him and told him his rights. Mr. 

Davenport brought his dog out and it appeared to be very aggressive. The dog had his attention 

on Sgt. Milli, the officer said, and it was barking and snarling. Officer Milli said Mr. Davenport 

made a comment that he should have hid the dog and that the dog would only bite if he told him 

to.  The following Thursday, Sgt. Milli had to go to the animal pound and upon entering, there 

was some barking. One dog was louder than the other, he said, and he found out later that it was 

the pit bull.  He said in his opinion this was a dangerous dog under the City’s ordinance, a risk to 

public safety, and should be destroyed. Mr. Davenport had no questions for any of the officers. 

City Attorney David Hoversten noted that Park & Rec Supervisor Randy Hoffner said the gate 

between the small and large area was defective and has since been repaired. Mr. Hoversten noted 

that there are three different ways to access the small dog area. The gate on the west side was 
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found to be defective. Mr.  Hoversten provided police reports, the notice of designation of a 

dangerous dog and order for destruction which was sent to Mr. Davenport, the relevant city 

ordinance sections and a copy of the dog park map. David Davenport then addressed Council. He 

noted various neighbors and family of his who have pets and/or small children and there has not 

been any bad behavior. He said this was just an accident. He noted he was sincerely sorry. He 

asked Council to not order his dog to be destroyed. He said he would keep the dog in his house 

or do whatever he has to do.  

 

Hailey Battin spoke to Council. She was at the dog park around 7:00 am with mother and three 

dogs: a German shepherd, the Chihuahua, and a lab/dalmation puppy.  She said she had a 

conversation with Mr. Davenport through the fence and had invited his grandson into the small 

area to pet her puppy. Then it was minutes and the pit bull was attacking the Chihuahua.  The 

incident happened right at her feet. She stated she did not see the pit bull enter the small area. 

Ms. Battin stated the pit bull grabbed her Chihuahua by the back and shook her for at last a 

minute. Ms. Battin grabbed the pit bull’s head and chased after the dog. The pit bull started to go 

after the puppy but Davenport called or whistled to the dog, and they left. They left through the 

main entrance gate. The Chihuahua was determined to be dead; there were no open wounds. Ms. 

Battin and her mother put the dead dog in their trunk and disposed of the dog’s remains.  

 

Mr. Davenport clarified that he told Bubba to let go of the dog, and Bubba then released it. 

 

Mr. Hoversten told Council the experience of our law enforcement along with the evidence and 

facts demonstrate that the this dog is a dangerous dog under our ordinance. Mr. Hoversten 

stressed that the fact remains that Bubba did attack, not how the opportunity arose or what the 

action was. He said citizens have the expectation that they and their animals are going to be safe 

at the dog park. Secondly, Mr. Hoversten stated to Council that the dog should be destroyed as 

they have an obligation to provide safety to its citizens. Bubba attacked without warning. If the 

dog is not ordered to be destroyed, but declared dangerous, Council may impose some or all of 

the restrictions under the dangerous dog ordinance. 

 

Council Member Boughton asked if the dog park had the dog park rules posted yet, to which Ms. 

Underwood said they had not been.  

 

Council Member King noted we had a similar case not long ago. This is a difficult decision 

marked with emotion; however, our job is to remove the emotion and look at the facts. The dog 

was an aggressor without cause, and he did kill. Citizens rely on us to enforce the ordinances. 

 

Council Member King made a motion to deny the appeal and declare the dog as dangerous. 

Motion was seconded by Council Member Austin. 

 

Council Member Clennon said she had a difficult time with this decision. She remarked that a 

neighbor has a dog that is trained to hunt, and it ran after a squirrel. She noted that no one saw 

how Bubba got into the small dog area, saying it could have jumped or it could have gone 

through the gate.  

 

Mayor Stiehm said there will be times when the dogs are going to find ways to get in the other 

sides. He commented that he had recently been to the dog park and two pit bulls were fighting. 

He said this is not what the dog park is for. He and his dogs moved to the small area. Some dogs 

stay right on their dogs and they play with other dogs. 



  9 

 

Council Member McAlister stated that unless he is personally acquainted with a dog, he distrusts 

them. He asked if the dog park was completed, to which Ms. Underwood said it was not 

officially open and people were encouraged to use it but at their own risk. There had not been a 

grand opening yet. She stated that since the incident, heavier locks have been put on the mowing 

gates. The rules have not yet been posted.  

  

Council Member Boughton stated that, like Council Member Clennon, he also had problems 

with declaring the dog dangerous. The dog was not growling, he said. The dog dropped the 

Chihuahua when requested. And there was no blood. He didn’t see a pattern of a vicious dog. 

 

City Attorney Hoversten said it was vicious because it killed. He stated that the purpose of the 

ordinance is to protect people and other domestic pets. 

 

No other comments were made. 

 

5-2. Carried.  Voting nay: Council Members Boughton and Clennon. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, ordering the 

destruction of the dog. 5-2. Carried. Council Members Boughton and Clennon voted nay.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright resolving the City 

Council into the Board of Adjustment and Appeals. Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held for a variance from the minimum rear yard setback requirement of 20 

feet in an R-1 Single Family District, requested by Nathan and Jennifer Moriarty, 1110 27
th

 

Street SW. The petitioners are proposing the construction of a deck. Their property is located in 

an R-1 District and surrounded by R-1. Petitioners are seeking an 11-foot variance from the rear 

lot.  The lot area is 18,338 square feet of which the building coverage is 3,555 square feet, or 

19.4%.  The allowed total lot coverage is 40%, or 7,335 square feet. This request was heard by 

the Planning Commission who recommended approval by a 7-0 vote.  

 

Council Member Boughton noted he spoke with the petitioners and said none of the neighbors 

have complained. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the variance request. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the Board of 

Adjustment and Appeals and resolving back into the City Council.  

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting 

a resolution designating judges of election for the primary and general elections. 7-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

designating polling places and dates for the primary and general elections. 7-0. Carried. 

 

A part-time Community Service Officer is retiring at the end of this month. Council is requested 

to approve the replacement of this officer for the 20-hour-per-week part-time position. 
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Council Member Clennon asked if a police reserve could be used, to which Chief Krueger said 

he did not believe so. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

replacement of the CSO officer. 6-1. Council Member Clennon voted nay. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

rescinding Resolution No. 14295. 7-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

rescinding Resolution No. 14296. 7-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

rescinding Resolution No. 14297. 7-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

rescinding Resolution No. 14298. 7-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, adopting a 

resolution for four sidewalk petition agreements. 7-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing a stop sign 

by the dog park. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally 

stored vehicles at 909 3
rd

 Avenue NE, Jensen property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 802 1
st
 Avenue NW, HPMN1, LLC property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 804 1
st
 Avenue NW, HPMN1, LLC property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 602 2
nd

 Avenue NW, Vlasaty property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 2400 4
th

 Drive SW, Rouse property. Carried. 

 

REPORTS:   

 

Council Member Clennon participated in the recent Hormel Institute Walk for Cancer on July 3. 

Council Member Clennon also attended the City-County Committee along with the Mayor on 
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July 11. The committee heard reports on the LEC remodel and the joint dispatch study. Council 

Member Clennon attended the County Water Board on July 12 at the Hormel Historic Home. 

They discussed what causes increased flooding. She also attended the Tuesdays on Main event; 

many people attended the event downtown. They will have different themes every Tuesday. 

Council Member Clennon attended the Delivering Services Policy Committee and discussed 

outcomes for cities of potential legislation requiring election identification. She said that the 

League would see that cities are protected financially regarding this legislation. Also, the League 

wants to push a statute on statewide mutual aid.  

 

Council Member Enright attended the Tuesday on Main. She had a very good time and hopes the 

idea catches on. She also attended the ball game at Marcusen Park, and that had a very good 

turnout. Council Member Enright said our city would be recognized as a Beyond the Yellow 

Ribbon city on Friday, July 27 Friday in Mankato.  Mayor Stiehm and Council Member Enright 

will be attending the event. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson congratulated the Chamber and its committees on putting 

together the Freedom Fest.  She also attended the Tuesdays on Main event.  Council Member 

Anderson encouraged citizens to get involved in one of the several Vision 2020 committees. 

 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to August 6, 2012.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  7:50 pm    

  

Approved:   August 6, 2012   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


