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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 July 2, 2012 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Brian McAlister, Jeff Austin,  

Steve King, Judy Enright, Marian Clennon and Council Member-

at-Large Janet Anderson.   

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member Roger Boughton 

         

STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Hurm, Jeanne Howatt, Craig Hoium, Jon Erichson, David 

Hoversten, Mickey Healey, Kim Underwood, Dave McKichan.  

Ann Hokanson (6:00 pm) 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Post Bulletin, Austin Daily Herald.  Gerald Kelly.  Marv Repinski.  

Matt Simonson.  Amanda Stoa.  Sandy Forstner.  Sgt. Jeff 

McCormack.  Gene Novak.  Kari Oanes. Public. 

 

 

 

Mayor Stiehm announced that the assessment hearing for the NE Austin annexation area sanitary 

sewer will be on the July 16
th

 council meeting agenda.   

 

Council discussed the action required for No. 16 on the agenda, Action on continuance of Coffee 

with the Council with ground rules.  Council Member King made a motion “to take action on the 

discontinuance of Coffee with the Coffee”, and the matter can be discussed at that time.  Motion 

seconded by Council Member Austin.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the agenda.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Clennon approving the minutes 

of June 18, 2012.  Carried. 

 

Jerald Kelly, 310 2
nd

 Avenue NE, suggested Council put a carousel in the vacant fire lot on 

North Main Street. 

 

Marv Repinski, 1005 4
th

 Street SW, advised Council to incorporate the proposed trail on 

tonight’s agenda to what Vision 2020 would be planning – which may include a structure over I-

90 and a bike trail that would circle the outskirts of the city. 

 

Matt Simonson, 607 7
th

 Avenue SE, stated that Council is not dedicated to human rights but 

rather has become fascist.  Mr. Simonson also questioned the need for Roosevelt Bridge to be 

closed when the work is being done underneath.  Mr. Erichson replied that the bridge project is a 

County project. 
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Amanda Stoa, representing the Safe Communities Coalition in Austin, spoke on Speed 

Awareness Month.  Mayor Stiehm read a proclamation proclaiming July as Speed Awareness 

Month. 

 

Mayor Stiehm recognized Sgt. Jeff McCormack for being one of the top 31 DWI enforcement 

officers in Minnesota.  Sgt. McCormack has made 540 DWI arrests in the past 10 years and 800-

900 arrests over his career.  Captain McKichan said Sgt. McCormack has a great eye for the 

impaired driver.   

 

Mayor Stiehm recognized Council Member Judy Enright for receiving the Facilities Excellence 

Award for Riverland. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson announced that the City of Austin has received a 

Greensteps Cities award for completing Steps 1 and 2.  Council Member Anderson said one of 

the Council’s goals is to support sustainability and the Minnesota Greenstep Cities 28 Best 

Practices.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the consent 

agenda as follows: 

 

 Cab Driver:  Kenneth Halliday 

 Exempt Gambling: Austin Youth Hockey Association at Packer Arena, 1/1/2013 

 Food:  Sako African Food Market, 107 4
th

 Avenue NE, Austin 

 Master Plumber:  Twin City Re-Bath, Apple Valley, MN 

 Temporary Food:  Austin Rotary Club, St. Edward’s, August 7 

 Temporary Food:  Austin Youth Hockey for 4
th

 of July parade, July 4 

 Temporary Food:  Mama Meg’s Parlour, Rochester, Bandshell Community Park,   

 July 3 & 4 

 Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills. 

b. Greg Spreker, 7011 4
th

 Street NW.  This claim was forwarded to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

c. Tim Wagner, 605 9
th

 Street NW.  This claim was forwarded to the city 

attorney to protect the city’s interest. 

d. Steve Clark, 2706 5
th

 Place NE.  This claim was forwarded to the city attorney 

to protect the city’s interest. 

Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held on assessment for G&R Truck Wash for unpaid bills. 

 

The City Council has reviewed the G&R Truck Wash several times. In January, the company 

was given 90 days to pay off all its outstanding debts to the City, regulate its discharge, and enter 

into a new agreement regulating by May 7.  This has not occurred, and the company is now shut 

down.  G&R still has unpaid bills; Council is requested to approve the assessment of these 

unpaid bills. 

 

No other comments were made. 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution to 

adopt the assessment for unpaid sewer charges for G&R Truck Wash.  6-0.  Carried. 

 

A public hearing was held on improvement for Dobbins Creek Estates sanitary sewer. 

 

Petitioners James and Jayna Heimark have proposed a development, along with extension of 

sewer services.  The development borders the Gerard School and the Country Club.  It is a low 

pressure system.  Three lots contiguous to the property would be outside the city limits and 

would have access to the sanitary sewer upon annexation. The project is expected to be 

completed this year. 

 

No other comments were made.  

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

ordering the improvement, approving plans and specifications, and ordering advertisement for 

bids.  6-0.  Carried. 

 

The City of Austin originally owned the property that is now the Murphy Creek housing 

development.  This property was transferred to the Austin HRA for the housing development. 

The development has been completed and some parcels remain in the HRA. The HRA has voted 

to give this property back to the City. The proposed parcels to be transferred from the HRA back 

to the City are as follows: 

 Outlot B, 34-463-0360 

 Outlot A, B, C and D, 34-414-0100 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

accepting the Murphy Creek property from the Austin HRA.  6-0.  Carried. 

 

Council is requested to approve a Development Agreement for Dobbins Creek Estates which 

provides for municipal sanitary sewer; natural gas; electrical service; a private, hard surface road; 

and storm sewer.   

 

Council Member Enright asked if the development would include street lights, to which 

Community Development Director Craig Hoium said the development was zoned as a Planned 

Unit Development which allows some flexibility in development standards. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving the Development Agreement for Dobbins Creek Estates. 6-0.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member McAlister, adopting a 

resolution approving a Mutual Aid Agreement with Freeborn County Fire Association. 6-0. 

Carried. 

 

The Committee-of-the-Whole has recommended authorizing city staff to proceed with the 

Humane Society in developing a joint animal pound/Humane Society facility west of the airport. 

 

Gene Novak, 1611 4
th

 Avenue SE, questioned the need for a pound if the Humane Society takes 

animals from the pound. Mayor Stiehm stated that the two entities have some different goals, 

noting that the Humane Society does not euthanize whereas the City ordinances require the 



  4 

destruction of dangerous dogs. He stated that there was discussion of working with the Humane 

Society via an agreement and paying them a fee, but it was determined that that route would be 

more expensive for the City.   

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, authorizing city staff to 

proceed with the Humane Society in developing a joint animal pound/Human Society facility 

west of the airport. Carried. 

 

Library Director Ann Hokanson introduced the new youth activities director, Kari Oanes. Ms 

Oanes said the summer reading program has almost 1000 people.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member charging off accounts and 

pursuing collection attempts through the State of Minnesota’s Revenue Recapture Program. 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution approving gambling premises permit for Elks Lodge #414 at The New Smitty’s 

Tavern, 105 11
th

 Street SE. 6-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a hearing for 

July 16 for a variance from the minimum rear yard setback requirement of 20 feet in an R-1 

Single Family Residence District, requested by Nathan & Jennifer Moriarty. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving street closing 

on July 19 for Downtown Crazy Day. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

street closings on North Main Street from 3
rd

 Avenue to 4
th

 Avenue for street dances on July 31, 

August 28, and September 25, requested by the Austin Downtown Alliance. Carried. 

 

The Committee-of-the-Whole has recommended cancellation of the Coffees with the Council. 

 

Council Member McAlister said his concern with the Coffees with the Council is that some 

people will use these as a speaking platform for the upcoming elections. Also, he recalled that 

the meetings were an attempt to help the City Council do things better, but at the meetings he has 

attended, people just complain. Their complaints could have been handled by phone calls to the 

Council. Council Member McAlister said he had no strong feelings either way, however.  

 

Council Member Austin said his suggestion to have some structure or rules had been shot down. 

He also said he had no strong feelings either way, however, he said we’re “asking for problems 

during the political season.” 

 

Council Member King agreed with Council Member McAlister, saying the meetings do not seem 

to be fruitful. 
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Council Member-at-Large Anderson said that the Coffees with the Council have been promoted 

through August in the city newsletter, in the Mower County fair brochure, etc. She said she, 

Council Member Clennon, and Council Member Enright met and drafted some suggested rules.  

She also noted that people coming have specifically stated that they like the informal format. 

One suggested rule is to dissuade discussions not pertaining to the City. 

 

Council Member Enright voted against the Coffees at the work session because there hadn’t been 

much structure, but she noted that with ground rules, it would not be bad to continue. She agreed 

that people in attendance seemed to enjoy the format. She agreed with Council Member-at-Large 

Anderson that the July and August Coffees have been advertised so to not show up would be 

“weird”.  A suggested rule is to discuss one concern at a time. Council would get back to people 

with unanswered questions.  The minutes of the meetings would be put on the website. 

 

Council Member Clennon highly recommended the Coffees to continue. A suggestion which 

came out of one of the LMC Annual Meeting sessions is to put the rules on table tents. She noted 

that people at the LMC meeting said citizens want the open forum.  People want to get to know 

who is representing them. 

 

Mayor Stiehm stated he is against having the Coffees with the Council. He believes it is 

campaigning, he said, no matter what you say.  He also asked who would keep order. 

 

Council Member Clennon stated the Coffees with the Council should be treated as official 

meetings – noticing the meetings and taking minutes. If these were considered campaigning 

sessions, then we would have to shut down council meetings until the end of election. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin to discontinue the 

Coffees with the Council until after the elections.  4-3. (Mayor Stiehm voted to break a tie.) 

Carried. Voting nay: Council Members Anderson, Enright and Clennon. 

 

The Engineering Department has been working with MnDOT for an 8-foot pedestrian trail to 

traverse Hwy 218 between Younkers and Target. In 2009 signal lights were installed at the I-90 

westbound on/off ramps with pedestrian controls. Council is requested to approve a Limited Use 

Permit agreement for the trail, plus a $100,000 budget carryover. Bids will be taken in 2012; 

completion date is set for June 2013. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a LUP agreement for the Younkers/Target trail. 6-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member McAlister, adopting a 

resolution approving a $100,000 budget carryover. 6-0. Carried. 

 



  6 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adding the 

following to the council agenda: 

 A resolution approving sidewalk petition agreement requested by Joshua and Linda Portz. 

 A motion setting a hearing for July 16, 2012 on an appeal to a notice of a declaration of a 

dangerous dog. 

 A motion approving street closings on North Main Street from 3
rd

 Avenue to 4
th

 Avenue 

for street dances on July 31, August 28, and September 25, requested by the Austin 

Downtown Alliance. 

 A motion approving use of the city parking lot on First Street NE and use of city streets 

as indicated on attached map for a parade for Clydesdales on July 26, requested by the 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Carried. 

 

The City Council approved a policy in 2010 allowing citizens to request sidewalk improvements 

and bypass the assessment hearing process. The cost of the projects are assessed and based on 

the amount of the bids. Four requests have been received. The petitioners pay for the cost of the 

project plus interest for ten years.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving sidewalk petition agreement with David R. and Brenda Raffelson. 6-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving a sidewalk petition agreement with Jessica J. DePaul. 6-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a sidewalk petition agreement with David G. Vaughan. 6-0. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

approving a sidewalk petition agreement with Joshua and Linda Portz. 6-0. Carried. 

 

A specialized signal light at the intersection of Oakland Avenue West/1
st
 Street has been 

identified for replacement in the CIP. Once replaced, the four signal lights in the area will be 

time-coordinated. The City has received a design proposal from Bolton & Menk, who performed 

the design for the other specialized signals at a cost not to exceed $14,000.  

 

Council Member Clennon questioned an earlier discussion of removing this light. City Engineer 

Jon Erichson said this was investigated but the final outcome was they did not feel it appropriate 

to have it removed, particularly with the northbound traffic coming from 1
st
 Street. It was 

thought there would be congestion problems without the light. 
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Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, adopting a resolution 

approving engineering services with Bolton & Menk for signal light replacement. 5-1. Carried. 

Council Member Clennon voted nay. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1001 6
th

 Avenue NE, Werner property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1011 8
th

 Avenue NE, Langstaff property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1005 9
th

 Street NW, Riley property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 305 1
st
 Avenue SW, Messerschmidt & Demarre property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 305 1
st
 Street SW, Rodenbough property. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 411 Main Street S. Bustad property. Carried. 

 

The City has received a request from Hormel and Hybrid Mechanical to temporarily close 4
th

 

Street NE from Hormel Drive to 14
th

 Avenue NE on July 9 through July 11. The street closure 

request is to allow for staging of a 350-ton crane to place new evaporation units on the existing 

freezer facility. The recommendation is to approve the request with the following conditions 

placed upon the petitioners: 

 Inform the neighborhood prior to the closing, and 

 Furnish all barricades and detour signage 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

approving the street closure with conditions. Carried. 

 

The Southeast Minnesota Area Transportation Partnership (District 6) routinely offers 

enhancement grants for projects that are typically trails. Enhancement funding was obtained for 

past trail projects at Todd Park, Wildwood Trail, Cedar River Trail, Nature Center Trail, and the 

Southwest Trail. The application process provides funding for 2016 and 2017. We would be 
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responsible for 20% of the project cost plus the engineering services and land acquisition.  The 

proposed route follows the Turtle Creek on the north side from approximately 6
th

 Street to 10
th

 

Street.  The project is identified as part of the linear trail system. 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting 

a resolution approving a grant application for Phase I of the Turtle Creek Corridor system. 6-0. 

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a hearing for 

July 16, 2012 on an appeal to a notice of a declaration of a dangerous dog. Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, approving use of the 

city parking lot on First Street NE and use of city streets for a parade of Clydesdales on July 26, 

requested by the Chamber of Commerce. Carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Council Member Clennon attended the LMC Annual Conference and said Duluth is open and 

they need tourists. One of the sessions she attended was on building public support for 

government redesign. One community designed their wastewater ponds and saved $5 million by 

doing it themselves. One session was on performance measurements: ways to improve service 

and engaging the public. Another session was on becoming a “next” city, i.e., including and 

communicating with the next generation. Council Member Clennon suggested the website Quick 

Fix where citizens take and upload pictures of problems/situations and staff then reviews. This 

would alleviate many calls to staff or council members. She noted Edina has a blog for city 

projects. Citizens can upload pictures of the project, minutes of the project are on the blog, and 

everything is documented in this blog.  

 

Council Member Enright noted she attended the annual conference also and would be 

researching some ideas and bringing them to a future work session. 

 

Council Member-at-Large Anderson also attended the LMC conference, noting it is excellent for 

networking. She will also bring some issues forward at a work session. 

 

Council Member King congratulated Sgt. McCormack upon receiving his recognition. 

 

Council Member Austin wished Council Member King a happy birthday. Council Member 

Austin represented the City at the bandshell while many of the council members and mayor were 

at the LMC Annual Conference. Zenshin Daiko, drum band from Hawaii gave a performance. 

Approximately 900 people were in attendance. 
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Council Member McAlister asked Captain McKichan if the numerous street closings were 

presenting a problem. Captain McKichan said they can be an inconvenience but as long as 

adjacent streets are left open, the police can work with the downtown promotion efforts.  

 

Council Member McAlister asked City Attorney David Hoversten to speak on a dog pound vs. 

the Human Society. Mr. Hoversten said the City could not abdicate our responsibility if we 

wanted to due to our animal ordinances. The Humane Society has a no-kill facility whereas the 

City has ordinances on dangerous dogs. It is an issue of safety and responsibility of the Council 

and City. As for donating money to the Humane Society, the City does not have the legal 

authority to donate; we are not able to make a donation for construction. 

 

Park & Rec Director Kim Underwood said that due to the heat, the pool will re-open tonight, 

tomorrow night and Thursday from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. The cost will be 50¢. 

 

Mayor Stiehm announced the next SEMLM meeting will be at the Hubble House on July 31.  

The CGMC Conference is July 25 and 26. Mayor Stiehm also went to the LMC Annual 

Conference. 

 

Council Members Austin, McAlister and King picked the City art award. The painter is Bonnie 

Lee, and it is a painting of the old opera house. The Mayor will announce it on the 4
th

 of July. 

 

Mayor Stiehm gave condolences to family and friends of Dennis Hanson, Rochester Council 

President, who recently passed away. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adjourning the meeting 

to July 16, 2012. 

 

Adjourned:  6:54 pm    

  

Approved:   July 16, 2012    

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


