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M I N U T E S 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 5, 2013 

5:30 PM 

Council Chambers 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Stiehm.  Council Members Judy Enright, Steve King, 

Michael Jordal, Roger Boughton, Jeremy Carolan, Jeff Austin and 

Council Member-at-Large Janet Anderson 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  

         

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Hurm, Tom Dankert, Craig Hoium, Steven Lang, David 

Hoversten, Brian Krueger, Ann Hokanson, Kim Underwood and 

Ann Dunlap.   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Public, Austin Daily Herald 

 

Mayor Stiehm called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

Added to the agenda:   (Under Consent Agenda) License for Master Plumber – M & M Mechanical, 

LLC, Albert Lea Minnesota.  Item 28.  A motion authorizing the City to be a fiscal agent for the 

Austin Community Band. 

 

Removed from agenda:  Item 18- Approving a resolution declaring the dwelling located at 710 8
th

 

Avenue SE as a hazardous structure.  (Ng Property) 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, approving the agenda 

as amended.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

minutes of July 15, 2013.  Carried. 

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL: 

 

Charles Mills, 2003 9
th

 Street SW, addressed the council in regard to his concerns about the deer 

in his neighborhood.  The deer have eaten his garden and he has lost multiple trees and shrubs.  

He is currently in the process of building a 7 foot privacy fence to keep the deer out of his yard.  

Mr. Mills stated that he feels that there are residents feeding the deer and he would like the City 

to develop an ordinance forbidding feeding deer.  Mayor Stiehm agreed that the deer population 

is an issue and he directed the City staff to research this issue. 

 

Jim Arens, addressed the Council on behalf of his mother who lives at 405 2
nd

 Avenue SE, in 

regard to the condition of the neighbor’s property.  He stated that the evergreens and shrubs are 

overgrown and the grass and weeds are long.  He had brought these concerns to Council Member 

Enright.  Craig Hoium stated that Chris Baier, building inspector for the City of Austin, had 

inspected the property last week and the City is taking measures to resolve the issues. 
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Attorney Tom Lenway, spoke on behalf of Robert Ford.  Mr. Ford’s property located at 405 2
nd

 

Avenue SE was agenda item 14 as a hazardous structure.  Mr. Lenway stated that the initial letter 

from the City in regard to the subject property was dated September 30, 2010 and if the City 

wants to move forward on the hazardous classification then a new inspection should be 

completed.  Craig Hoium stated that all of the properties on the agenda were re-inspected.  Mr. 

Lenway replied that the property had a new roof last fall and some of the items the City wants 

repaired are on the inside of the home and he wasn’t aware of a City inspector being in the home.  

Mr. Hoium stated that the property owner had talked to an inspector today and the resolution 

states that the owner has 60 days to bring the property into compliance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, approving 

the consent agenda as follows: 

 

Licenses: 

 Excavation:  Schmitz Electric, Adams, MN  

 Excavation:  Arcadis US, Inc. Milwaukee, WI 

 Food Mobile:  Los Pericos/Juan Sanchez, Austin 

Exempt Gambling (raffle): Austin Area Chamber of Commerce at Holiday Inn October 9, 

2013. 

Master Plumber – M & M Mechanical, LLC, Albert Lea Minnesota 

   

Claims: 

a. Pre-list of bills 

b. Alyssa Hinds, 805 4
th

 Avenue SW.  This claim was forwarded to the City Attorney to 

protect the City’s interest. 

c. Angela Golberg, 89032 Oakland Avenue, Oakland, Minnesota.  This claim was 

forwarded to the City Attorney to protect the City’s interest 

 

Carried. 

 

BID OPENINGS AND AWARDS: 

 

Steven Lang reported on the expansion to the Shooting Star Bike Trail.  The City received bids 

for the Nature Center Pedestrian Trail.  This project is located on the south side of the Nature 

Center from 21
st
 Street to 28

th
 Street.  Bids are as follows: 

 

 Ulland Bros, Inc.  $271,359.26 

 

Mr. Lang stated this bid is within the engineer’s estimate and recommended accepting this bid. 

 

Diana Ross, 807 10
th

 Street NE, questioned if this is a different bike path than the one on the 

South side of the freeway next to the Armory.  Ms. Ross had concerned about bikers crossing the 

bridge on 21
st
 Street NE and 218.  She stated that those were very busy intersections and would 

be dangerous with increased bike traffic.  Mr. Lang replied that the FAA had red flagged the 

existing trail and the City is required to remove the old path.  He also stated there is heavy traffic 

across the 21
st
 Street bridge and did not want to direct the trail across it.   
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Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Boughton, awarding the bid to 

Ulland Bros., Inc.     Carried 7-0 

 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS: 

 

Moved by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, seconded by Council Member Carolan, 

approving the request from Vision 2020 for the use of a right of way for a Color Dash 5k on 

August 18, 2013.  Carried. 

 

The Austin Artworks Festival requested a closure of 4
th

 Avenue NE for the 2013 Austin 

Artworks Festival on August 24
th

 and August 25
th

.  Council Member Jordal questioned if last 

year the road was closed completely.  He believes there was just a stop sign.  Chief Krueger 

stated that due to heavy pedestrian traffic last year it should be closed for safety.  The Chief also 

stated that the Police Department and Fire Departments are aware of the closure and will have 

alternate routes in case of an emergency.   

 

Moved by Council Member Boughton, seconded by Council Member King, approving the 

request from the closure of 4
th

 Avenue NE for the 2013 Austin Artworks Festival on August 24
th

 

and August 25
th

, 2013.  Carried. 

   

Tom Dankert presented the 2013 properties that were tax forfeitures from Mower County.  The 

City is required to pass a resolution expressing the City’s intent to reassess any outstanding 

unpaid assessments on these parcels.  Council Member Carolan questioned why Parcel #1 did 

not have an assessment listed on it.  City Clerk Ann Dunlap stated that the City is required to list 

all parcels even if they do not have outstanding assessments. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

approving the county board’s classification of forfeited tax property, public sale of property and 

declaring the City’s intention to reassess unpaid assessments.  Carried.  7-0 

 

Steven Lang presented an extension of the current airport maintenance agreement.  The City is 

eligible to receive funds for maintenance in the amount of $39,319.00 per year over the next two 

years. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution for airport maintenance with MnDot Aeronautics through June 30, 2015.  Carried. 7-

0 

 

Steven Lang presented a five year capital improvement program for the airport.  He is working 

with a consultant to meet all the necessary requirements. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, adopting a resolution 

for the approval of FAA airport improvements grants.  Carried. 7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, adopting a resolution 

ordering a feasibility report for sanitary sewer improvements on 22
nd

 Street SE, Project 1-B-12.  

Carried. 7-0 
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Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, adopting 

a resolution accepting the feasibility report and calling for a public hearing on September 3, 2013 

for sanitary sewer improvements on 22
nd

 Street SE, Project 1-B-12.  Carried 7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Boughton, declaring the 

dwelling located at 405 2
nd

 Avenue SE (Ford property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried. 7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, declaring the dwelling 

located at 1921 Oakland Avenue East (Ruble Property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried.  7-0   

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, declaring the 

dwelling located at 611 7
th

 Avenue NW (Milton property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried.  7-0 

 

Robert Ruble addressed the Council to confirm that he had a 60 day window to correct the 

problems on the property.  Mayor Stiehm confirmed. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Austin, declaring the 

dwelling located at 406-408 9
th

 Street NE (Talamentes Property) as a hazardous structure.  

Carried. 7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, declaring the dwelling 

located at 801 38
th

 Avenue NE (Rosecke Property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried. 7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, declaring the 

dwelling located at 1505 5
th

 Street SE (Haney property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried. 7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, declaring the 

dwelling located at 814 10
th

 Avenue SW (Rand property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried.  7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, declaring the 

dwelling located at 2114 6
th

 Avenue NE (Anderson property) as a hazardous structure.  Carried.  

7-0 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, granting 

the Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or 

illegally stored vehicles at 2204 3
rd

 Avenue NE (Majerus Property). Carried.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member Enright, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 603 8
th

 Street NW (JL Properties Property).   Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 814 10
th

 Avenue SW (Rand Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 814 12 Avenue SE (Byrd Property).  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 801 2
nd

 Avenue NW (Sprandel Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Austin, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 901 2
nd

 Avenue NW (Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc. Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1003 6
th

 Avenue NE (Hernandez Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 1400 8
th

 Street NE (Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 801 15
th

 Street NE (Leuning Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk and/or illegally stored 

vehicles at 2107 2
nd

 Avenue NW (Dudley Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member King, granting the Planning 

and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of a swimming pool at 1912 7
th

 

Avenue SE (Peterson Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Enright, seconded by Council Member Boughton, granting the 

Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of a swimming pool at 

2008 6
th

 Avenue NE (Kelly Property).  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, setting a public hearing 

on August 19, 2013 to consider approval for a currency exchange operation requested by 

Custodio Y Guerrero for Tienda Y Taqueria Guerrero, Inc. located at 301D 4
th

 Avenue NE.  

Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member Enright, setting a public 

hearing for August 19, 2013 to update the Flood Plain Zoning codes to comply with State law 

and to adopt a new Official Flood Plain Zoning Map, including the Flood Insurance Rate Map 

and Flood Insurance Study/Flood Boundary Floodway Map prepared by FEMA.  Carried. 

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member King, approving the request 

from the Community Band authorizing the City to be the fiscal agent for the Community Band 

for grant requests.  Carried. 
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REPORTS 

 

Council Member Boughton attended the HRA meeting on July 18
th

 where the HRA approved a 

new fire alarm for the twin towers and a new utility vehicle which will be used for snow removal 

system. The low bidder for these services was Brother’s Fire Protection Company.  The HRA 

also approved a fair market housing increase for Chauncey and Courtyard which increased the 

rent by $10.00 per month.  They also approved employment of the new manager of the Twin 

Towers due to a retirement. The new manager is Cindy Johnson Dugstad.  The CHIP program 

has been provided a grant from the Hormel Foundation in the amount of $21,600.00 to be used 

on homes in the Queen of Angels section of town.  The HRA has also set aside $250,000.00 for 

the CHIP project. 

 

Council Member Boughton also attended the Senior Center Board meeting.  The primary 

concern of this meeting was that the United Way cut back the funding for the Senior Advocacy 

Program.   

 

Council Member Jordal did not have a report. 

 

Council Member Anderson attended the same HRA meeting as Council Member Boughton. 

 

Council Member Austin addressed the new bike trail concerns brought up by Ms. Ross.  He 

stated that if he lived in the Southeast part of town he would probably access the trail at East 

Side Lake rather than cross over at 218.   

 

Council Member Austin also stated that he recognizes that the hazardous resolutions and junk 

motions were moved through quickly on the agenda but he wants to assure the citizens the City 

goes through a process to get to this point and the owners of the property have 60 days from this 

point to correct the problems. 

 

Council Member King bid farewell to Lucy Johnson who served as City Clerk for 35 years and 

welcomed the new City Clerk Ann Dunlap. 

 

Council Member Enright stated that the last Conversations with the Council was well attended 

and the deer issue was brought up in that meeting.  She reminded the public of the next 

Conversations with the Council which will take place on August 17
th

 at 10:00 a.m. at the library.  

She also commended the City staff for doing a fine job on taking steps to remedy the junk 

properties.  She encourages homeowners to call the City and work with the Zoning Department 

to correct the issues. 

 

Steven Lang reported that the first round of mosquito spraying would take place tonight.  The 

contractor would take passes and determine the wind direction and drift to determine the best 

route to spray.   

 

Tom Dankert thanked Lucy Johnson for her 35 years of service and welcomed Ann Dunlap.  He 

also stated that there may be some changes to the transit system in the future at the urging of the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation.  Transportation services would not change, only who 

would be running it. 

 

City Administrator Jim Hurm misses Lucy Johnson and welcomed Ann Dunlap. 
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Mayor Stiehm recently attended a meeting for the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities in 

Bemidji and added that the convention center was a beautiful place.  

 

Moved by Council Member Austin, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Anderson, 

adjourning the meeting to August 19, 2013.  Carried. 

 

Adjourned:  6:10 pm    

  

Approved:   August 19, 2013   

   

Mayor:       

 

City Recorder:       


